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Weekly Info Update 
 

To:            MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From:        MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date:           MARCH 24, 2023  

Re:             WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE   

 

Tuesday’s City Council Workshop  
We will have five items on the agenda for our workshop next Tuesday night. The 

night will begin with a discussion on the purpose, accomplishments, and next steps 

for the Downtown Advisory Board. Next will be a discussion on gaming 

establishments and then the process for a name and donation request for the dog 

park. The night will end with considerations of a few requested proclamation 

requests submitted to the City, followed by a general discussion on the purpose of all 

City Boards and Commissions and the roles of Council and staff liaisons to those 

boards (if time allows). See you on Tuesday! 

 

EV Charging Stations at Civic Center to be Installed in April, North Parking 

Lot Remains Closed 

Work continued this week on the electrical upgrades at the Fruita Civic Center for the 

Electric Vehicle Charging Stations. Xcel’s crew worked on running the conduit over to 

the spots where the stations will be placed. Most of the north parking lot at the 

Fruita Civic Center continues to be closed as this work continues.  After this week, 

the crews will need to pour concrete and add a few additional items, and then their 

work will be complete.  Installation of the charging stations is scheduled to take place 

in April, following Xcel’s work.  After installation, Public Works crews will need to 

paint the spots and then the stations will be ready for use.  Thank you for your 

patience as we work to complete this project!  

 

City of Fruita Awarded Great Outdoors Colorado Grant for Reed Park 

(Continued)  
The City of Fruita has been awarded a $600,000 grant from Great Outdoors Colorado 

(“GOCO”) for the City’s skate/wheel park project at Reed Park.  This project includes 

the construction of a 9,000 square foot skate/wheel park in the south/west corner of 

Reed Park. This addition is part of a larger renovation the park will receive later this 

year.  The grant is part of GOCO’s Community Impact program, which develops and 

revitalizes parks, trails, school yards, fairgrounds, environmental education facilities, 



   
 

 
 

and other outdoor projects that enhance a community’s quality of life and access to the outdoors. To 

learn more information, you can visit our website here.   

 

ArborWorks Schedule for Next Week  
Xcel Energy, working with AborWorks, a utility line clearance company, began trimming trees in Fruita in 

mid-February. They will be trimming all trees, both private and public, if the tree is a hazard for 

powerlines. The team will continue tree trimming services in Fruita next week. Below you can find area 

maps of where the team will be working. 

 

Weekly FAQ 
In every weekly update, we will be answering one question we get asked often from the community. 
These questions will cover a variety of topics from all city departments. If you have any questions, you 
think would be valuable for us to share, let us know by emailing communications@fruita.org. 

• Question: When will City irrigation be turned on for the season? 
• Answer: City irrigation water will be turned on between April 10 – 13th. If you are in a 

neighborhood with an HOA, your irrigation system will be turned on by your association. Please 

contact your HOA for specific dates. Learn more about City irrigation and how to prepare for the 

season on our website. 

 

General Updates  

• City Engagement Event. This week, Councilor Amy Miller and I enjoyed getting to know the folks 
at the Fruita Senior Center. The afternoon was full of card games, dominos, and great 
conversation! We were even invited back to learn how to play pinochle.       Join us at our next 
engagement on Tuesday, April 18 at 5 p.m. at Copper Club for a beer or root beer.  

• Community Projects Requests. On Wednesday, staff submitted four projects to Representative 
Boebert to be considered for Congressional Directed Spending. These are the same four 
requests that were also submitted to Senators Bennet and Hickenlooper. 

• Colorado Municipal League’s (CML) News Release. On March 22, 2023, Governor Polis 
announced the “More Housing Now” proposal which could affect municipalities land use and 
zoning authority. The legislation is targeted mostly at the Front Range and urban municipalities 
like Grand Junction and Pueblo. You can read more about the legislation in this recent article. 
The Colorado Municipal League, which represents local cities and towns, does not support the 
proposal as it takes away local authority of land use and zoning. CML’s full news release can be 
found below.  

 
Administration  

• SWMAC Meeting. On Wednesday, staff attended the second meeting of the Mesa County Solid 
Waste Management Advisory (“SWMAC”) Committee. This group includes representatives from 
Mesa County Public Works (and the landfill) and members from each municipality in the County.  
The group discussed current waste and recycling efforts, as well as the challenges that the 
landfill is currently facing.  Challenges that include deficit spending for a few programs in the 
County’s Solid Waste Management fund, and how to potentially address these issues.  

https://www.fruita.org/citymanager/page/city-fruita-receives-awarded-600000-great-outdoors-colorado-grant-reed-park
mailto:communications@fruita.org
https://www.fruita.org/publicworks/page/fruita-hoa-contacts
https://www.fruita.org/publicworks/page/irrigation-water
https://www.fruita.org/publicworks/page/irrigation-water
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/polis-proposes-sweeping-housing-policy-changes/article_6a2629e8-c8eb-11ed-923a-ef2bfe99fadf.html


   
 

 
 

• Open Positions. The City of Fruita is currently accepting applications for many full-time and part-
time positions, including a Recreation Programs Supervisor at the Fruita Community Center, a 
Facility Manager Position, Seasonal Parks and Public Works workers, and more. To find all open 
positions, you can visit our website at fruita.org/jobs.   

 
Engineering  

• Broadband Middle Mile & Lateral Build RFP. We received two proposals for the Middle-Mile 

Lateral Build Requests for Proposals. Staff will evaluate the proposals internally and then make a 

recommendation on a contract.  

• North Mulberry Outdoor Plaza Project Update. Quite a bit of progress has been made on the N. 

Mulberry St. project this week.  Contractors installed the remaining footers for light posts and 

shade sail posts.  More decorative concrete was placed in the plaza and some of the light and 

shade sail posts were installed as well.  Electrical conduits for lighting and the natural gas tap for 

the fire pit are slated to be completed today (March 24th).  Planter curbing was slated to be 

installed this week but unfortunately the weather slowed us down a bit.  Next week you can 

expect to see planter curbing and more concrete installed, as well as more electrical conduit and 

possibly more shade and light posts. In addition to the progress made this week we were able to 

open the east edge of the plaza, which allows pedestrians to access the businesses adjacent to 

the project from either the north or south ends.  Please keep in mind that although the sidewalk 

is open, construction activities are still in progress so use caution when walking through the 

project area. Thank you to all the local businesses and residents for your patience during this 

project construction. 

 
• Pine Street Bridge Project Update. GA Western with the help of H & B Rebar tied all the 

reinforcing steel for the bridge deck and the portions of the bridge sidewalks and curbs that are 

http://fruita.org/jobs


   
 

 
 

incorporated into the bridge deck. The concrete deck machine was built and placed on the rails 

installed on the formwork for the deck placement. The concrete placement for the bridge deck 

is scheduled for April 3, 2023. Ben Dowd Construction, the pipeline subcontractor, completed 

installation of the temporary irrigation main across the Little Salt Wash.   

 
• CDOT Contract for South Mesa Street Improvements. The City of Fruita formally received notice 

from CDOT for the allocation of funds of $1.7 million and contracting next steps for the project. 

These funds are part of the Revitalizing Main Street funding from CDOT and will help the City of 

Fruita implement the second phase of the Fruita Civic Center Memorial Park and Downtown 

Streetscape Improvements Plan. Improvements will include landscaping, pedestrian safety, and 

seat walls to make the corridor more inviting as one of the main entrances to the City of Fruita 

from Highway 6 & 50. 

 

Parks and Recreation 

• Fruita Community Center Staying Busy for Spring Break! The facility has admitted over 800 

people on both Monday and Tuesday of this week compared to admittance rates between 400-

500 last Monday and Tuesday. Our patrons are especially enjoying the newly reopened 

basketball court.   

• Back to Summer Fair Wednesday, March 29. The first opportunity to register for DinoMites 

Summer Camp as well as our athletic and activity programs for the summer season.  Come by 

the Fruita Community Center meeting rooms 4:00-6:00pm to learn more! 

• Fruita Youth Action Council is accepting applications for 1 more week! Calling 6th-12th graders 

interested in creating events for local youth and having a voice in community decisions. This 



   
 

 
 

group meets once a month and allows participants to develop leadership skills and participate in 

team building activities. Learn more and apply by March 31 at fruita.org/fyac! 

• Fruita Parks and Recreation Newsletter. Check out the most recent newsletter to find out more 

about parks and recreation programming.  

 

Planning & Development  

To see active reviews of current projects, you may visit: https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-
development-projects  
 
Major/ Minor Subdivisions:      

• Cider Mill Estates Final Plan (Under Review) (960 Stone Mountain Drive) (47 Lots)  
• Dana Minor Subdivision (Approved) (317 Pine Street) (3 Lots)  

• East Grand Townhomes Minor Subdivision (Approved) (600 Grand Avenue) (4 Lots)  

• Copper Creek West Preliminary Plan (Approved) (954 19 Road) (138 Lots)  

• Iron Wheel 2 Final Plat (Under Review) (19 Road) (46 Lots) 
• Rose Creek Final Plat (Under Review) (K Road) (130 Lots) 

• Adele’s Acres Subdivision (Under Review) (1024 19 Road) (48 Lots) 

•  Kismet Minor Subdivision (Under Review) (460 N. Mesa St) (3 Lots) 
 

Site Design Review/ Other Applications:      

• 111 S. Mesa Street Site Design Review (Under Construction) (111 S. Mesa St) 

•  204 S. Mulberry Street Site Design Review (Under Construction) (204 S. Mulberry St)   
• North Mulberry Street Conceptual Street Design (Approved/Under Construction)  
•  Ottley Suites Site Design Review (Under Review) (722 Ottley Avenue)  
•  Pediatric Dental Specialists Site Design Review (Under Review) (101 Jurassic Avenue)  
• 18 & K Road Rezone (Under Review) (Parcel #2697-162-21-001)  
• The Fruita Mews (Under Review) (1138 18.5 Road)  
• Berg Annexation & Rezone (Under Review) (1806 J 3/10 Road)  

• The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints Site Design Review (Under Construction) (417 E 
Ottley Ave)  

• 616 E. Grand Avenue Conditional Use Permit (Under Review) (616 E. Grand Avenue)  
• 1824 J 2/10 Road Annexation and Rezone (Under Review) (1824 J 2/10 Road) 

• A Storage Place Site Design Review and Minor Subdivision (Under Review) (1960 & 1966 
Hwy 6 & 50) 

 

Public Works    
• Irrigation. Water is currently scheduled to be turned on Monday, April 10th.  

• CIRSA. The yearly CIRSA inspection has been completed and staff attended an Injury Prevention 
Symposium on March 23rd.  

 
 

http://fruita.org/fyac?fbclid=IwAR2YSv4xe_XnFyqLiqpkro4tlM27lvifme9bi1yGHmSLE44i2tmXnKVXXzk
https://us13.campaign-archive.com/?u=b4ff2fb91d021163a1d01cf84&id=34fbd37f62
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects


   
 

 
 

FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita): 
• CDOT ensures local access to fiber network.   

• Central, Fruita, and GJ principals all stepping away after this semester. 

• Fruita man in custody after threatening others with weapon. 

• Local housing market remains slow, according to Bray Report.  

• Fresh Tracks For May Bike Events in Fruita: Fruita Fat Tire Festival + Co2uT Desert Gravel To 
Share A Weekend.   

• New Fruita rec center basketball court.   

• First strike against invasive beetle starts soon. 

• Mesa County Commissioners seek federal funding for several projects. 

• Boebert changes stance on congressional earmarks. 

• Grand Junction the third-best city for women to launch careers, study says. 

• Mesa County Public Health’s Trail Crew Prepares for Busy Season. 

• Polis proposes sweeping housing policy changes. 

• JUCO World Series hosting National Anthem auditions. 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS (Please let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can RSVP for you) 
• April 7, 2023 – Youth Scholarship Golf Tournament, Adobe Creek Golf Course, 9:00 am. 

• April 15, 2023 – Fruita Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Banquet, Fruita Community Center, 

5:00pm – 10:00 pm 

• April 14-16, 2023 – Desert RATS Trail Running Festival, Kokopelli Trailhead, Open Venue 

• April 27, 2023 – Western Colorado Economic Summit, presented by Grand Junction Economic 

Partnership.   

• April 29, 2023 – Spring Clean Up, City Shops, 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

• May 5-6, 2023 – 18 Hours of Fruita, Highline Lake State Park, Open Venue 

• May 5-6, 2023 – Adventure Fest, 18 Road Trailhead, Open Venue 

• May 12-14, 2023 – Fruita Fat Tire Festival, Downtown Fruita and 18 Road Trailhead, Open Venue 

• May 14, 2023 – Co2uT, Downtown Fruita, Open Venue 

• June 2-3, 2023 - Mike the Headless Chicken Festival, Downtown Fruita, Open Venue 

 
CC. Department Directors 
 
Do you have questions about anything in the Weekly Information Update? Please feel free to email us at 
communications@fruita.org 
 
  

https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/cdot-ensure-locals-access-to-fiber-network/article_67efb820-c345-11ed-8b86-fb0d2839a566.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/central-fruita-and-gj-principals-all-stepping-away-after-this-semester/article_b0a73d22-c50c-11ed-a4e8-e7276b865d52.html
https://www.nbc11news.com/2023/03/19/fruita-man-arrested-threatening-others-with-weapon/
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/local-housing-market-remains-slow-according-to-bray-report/article_9873c79a-c389-11ed-a8b0-03dd2f94b0a3.html
https://www.spokeandblossom.com/stories/2023/3/16/fresh-tracks-for-may-bike-events-in-fruita-fruita-fat-tire-festival-co2ut-desert-gravel-to-share-a-weekend
https://www.spokeandblossom.com/stories/2023/3/16/fresh-tracks-for-may-bike-events-in-fruita-fruita-fat-tire-festival-co2ut-desert-gravel-to-share-a-weekend
https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/new-fruita-rec-center-basketball-court/?email=aa06215d0d129acfbc25725c6b0e68628be74f63&emaila=85b96450032c9ef904d3974d29dc5873&emailb=57ec4ba6a8216bb88681b17d7a6b921ccfdc673df5ae52ef072056c6d23c103c&utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Curated%20Daily%20News%202023-03-21
https://www.nbc11news.com/2023/03/20/first-strike-against-invasive-beetle-starts-soon/
https://www.nbc11news.com/2023/03/22/mesa-county-commissioners-seek-federal-funding-several-projects/
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/boebert-changes-stance-on-congressional-earmarks/article_01672882-c81c-11ed-b354-ef8a5d7a20a2.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/business/grand-junction-the-third-best-city-for-women-to-launch-careers-study-says/article_1b920fd8-c83a-11ed-a6ab-8f18f5a52a43.html
https://health.mesacounty.us/mesa-county-public-healths-trail-crew-prepares-for-busy-season/
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/polis-proposes-sweeping-housing-policy-changes/article_6a2629e8-c8eb-11ed-923a-ef2bfe99fadf.html
https://www.nbc11news.com/2023/03/24/juco-world-series-hosting-national-anthem-auditions/
mailto:communications@fruita.org


   
 

 
 

ArborWorks Tree Trimming Schedule Week of March 27-31, 2023 

 
 



   
 

 
 

 



   
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



   
 

 
 

 


