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 Weekly Info Update 
 

To:            MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From:        MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date:           NOVEMBER 12, 2021   

Re:             WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE   

 

Tuesday’s City Council Meeting  
We’ve got a full agenda scheduled for our City Council meeting on Tuesday night. 

There are no proclamations or presentations currently scheduled, and after public 

participation, The Council will consider six items on the consent agenda.  After two 

quasi-judicial hearings regarding annexations, we will move on to the first public 

hearing for the 2022 Annual Municipal Budget! This includes an overview of the 

proposed budget, and additional presentations on the Engineering Department, 

Capital Projects and the Five-Year Capital Improvements Plan, and other funds and 

programs. I would like to thank our staff for all their hard work on next year's budget.  

After reports and actions, the Council will review the evaluation form for my 

evaluation next year and complete the formal review for the Municipal Judge. See 

you on Tuesday night!  

 

General Updates 
• Financial Reports.  September sales tax numbers are in, and local and regional 
sales tax collections continue to be strong.  When compared to the previous year, 
City sales tax was up 17%, and is trending at 16% higher than 2020. County sales 
taxes for Fruita was up 19% when compared to 2020 and is trending at 22% higher 
than 2020. Finally, just through September, it is our best year for the lodging tax (up 
77% in Sept., 115% YTD), as the City has already received over $135,000 in lodging 
tax revenue. There were some decreases in use taxes in building materials and motor 
vehicles.  The full financial reports can be found in the Council packet and will be 
published online on our website after they are adopted.   

• Housing Conference. This week, Planning and Development Director Dan Caris 
and I attended the Colorado NAHRO (state chapter of the National Association of 
Housing and Redevelopment Officials) Leaders in Housing Conference.  We were able 
to learn a lot from other housing organizations throughout the state, and also our 
state partners in housing.  

• OEDIT. A few of us had a virtual meeting with a representative of the Colorado 
Office of Economic Development & Trade to discuss large scale City projects that 



   
 

 
 

potentially could receive state funding. The meeting was very productive, and we will keep 
pursuing these opportunities.  

• Coffee with the City Manager.  Next Friday morning, I will be hosting a Coffee with the City 
Manager at Bestslope Coffee (across from the Civic Center) at 9:00 a.m. As always, these are an 
opportunity for residents to ask any questions or discuss the topics that are on their minds.  
Grab a cup of coffee and join us!  

• October Recycling Report.  In October, Fruita residents recycled 45 tons of bottles, cans, paper 
and cardboard. Great job Fruita! The full report can be found below.   

• MCPH Accepting Appointments for COVID-19 Vaccination in Kids Aged 5-11.  A recent update 
from Mesa County Public Health:  With approval from the CDC, Mesa County Public Health is 
now accepting appointments for pediatric patients, age 5-11 to receive the Pfizer COVID-19 
vaccine.  The MCPH online appointment system is open for individuals in the newly approved 
group to schedule appointments.  A parent or guardian will be able to schedule the appointment 
and must sign a consent form.  The Pfizer Vaccine for this age group is one-third of the adult 
dose.  The vaccine is still given as a two-dose series, three weeks apart.  Appointments are 
required.  The full report from MCPH can be found here.   

• Open House on Kokopelli Trail System. Next Friday night, November 19, 2021, COPMOBA and 
Over the Edge Sports are hosting an open house to discuss the expansion and future of the 
Kokopelli Trail System.  The open house will be from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at Over the Edge in 
downtown Fruita.  Residents are encouraged to come share their input on the Kokopelli Trails!  

• October Mesa County Housing Report. The October 2021 Mesa County Housing Report, from 
Bray Real Estate, can be found below.  In October, overall median prices, sales, and building 
permits were up.   

• District #51 Strategic Plan Update.  From District #51: The Strategic Plan that District 51 was 
presented to the Board of Education on Tuesday evening.  The Strategic Plan is a set of goals and 
measurable targets based on feedback collected at a series of listening sessions.  Priority areas 
for students include goals around student wellness, academic success, and robust and aligned 
options for learning experiences.  Priority areas for staff include focusing on staff wellness, 
professional learning opportunities, and creating diverse and growing pipelines for teachers and 
leaders.  To learn more, and to read the full Board Brief from the School District, you can view it 
online here.   

• RTPO Ribbon Cutting.  To celebrate the redesign of Grand Valley Transit and new buses to the 
fleet, the Mesa Regional Transportation Planning Office (RTPO) is hosting a ribbon cutting next 
Monday at 2:30 p.m., at the old Mesa County Courthouse.  

 
Engineering  

• CDOT Wrong-Way Detection Project.  Next week, CDOT will continue work on the Wrong Way 
Detection Project in Fruita and heading west to the Rabbit Valley Exit. On Tuesday and 
Wednesday, there will be left and right shoulder closures (at different times) between exits 28 
and 2. Full update from CDOT is below.   

• Active Circulation Plan. The final Active Circulation Plan was received this week. Staff will review 
and anticipate an adoption by City Council in the December or January. 

• Fremont St Design. The Final Office Review meeting with CDOT was held this week.  The team 
will address the comments from the meeting in the coming weeks. 

https://health.mesacounty.us/mpch-accepting-appointments-for-covid-19-vaccination-in-kids-aged-5-11/
https://t.e2ma.net/message/xdnf1m/de27un


   
 

 
 

Planning & Development  
To see active reviews of current projects, you may visit: https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-
development-projects  
 
Land Use Code Amendments:  

• Title 17 & 2 Land Use Code Update (Complete and Approved by City Council 10/19/2021)  
 
Major/ Minor Subdivisions:      

• Dwell PUD Final Plan/Plat (Final Plan / Final Plat) (1136 17 ½ Road, Fruita CO 81521)   

• Grand Valley Estates 3 (Approved) (1848 J Road, Fruita CO 81521)  

• Rose Creek Preliminary Plan (Under Review) (1892 K Road, Fruita CO 81521) 

• Patron Annexation and Zoning (Under Review) (1123 19 Road, Fruita CO 81521)  

• VACC Final Plat (Under Construction) (1176 18 Rd, Fruita CO 81521)  

• Epic Minor Subdivision (Approved) (1092 Wallace St, Fruita CO 81521)  

• Cider Mills Rezone (Under Review) (960 Stone Mt Drive, Fruita CO 81521)  

• Red Cliffs 3 Preliminary PUD Plan (Approved) (280 Clements Way, Fruita CO 81521) 

• Grand Valley Estates 3 Final Plat (Under Construction) (1848 J Road, Fruita CO 81521) 

• 1930 Highway 6 & 50 Annexation and Zoning (Approved) (1930 Hwy 6 & 50 Fruita CO 81521) 

• Orchard Ridge 3 Final Plat (Under Construction) (Orchard Ridge Subdivision, Fruita CO 81521) 

• Sycamore Estates Minor Subdivision (Approved) (945 E. Pabor Ave, Fruita CO 81521) 

• Fruita Copper Creek Annexation and Zoning (Approved) (954 19 Rd, Fruita CO 81521) 
 
Site Design Review/ Other Applications:      

• Monument Powder Coating (1596 Cipolla) (Complete)  

• Raptor Crossing Concept Plan (853 Raptor Rd) (Under Review) 

• 111 S. Mesa Street Site Design Review (Under Construction) 111 S. Mesa St, Fruita CO 81521) 

• 241 S Mesa Street Site Design Review (Under Construction)  

 
Public Works 

• Peach Street Sewer Issue.  Public Works crews continue to monitor the bypass pumping along 
Hwy. 6 & 50 as design alternatives are developed for replacement of the sewer line.  The City 
appreciates the continued patience and understanding of area businesses and residents located 
in the immediate area. 

• Resident Clean Up Day.  The Public Works Department held a Fruita Clean Up day for residents 
to bring unwanted items and yard debris to the Public Works facility for disposal.  A 30 yard 
dumpster was filled and hauled away.  The City hopes to hold this event again in the spring. 

• Lot on Coulson Ave. And Ottley.  Family Health West will be removing a large cottonwood tree 
located in the City’s ROW on the southeast side of the Ottley bridge as part of the demo of 
houses for additional parking.  Removing this tree will increase sight distance on the bridge and 
will allow more sunlight to the bridge in the winter months to help with snow removal. 

• Road Maintenance Update.  Road Maintenance staff swept downtown with Parks crew, crack 
sealed Primrose, Periwinkle, Mancos, Beech Ave, and Aspen Village. Crew also completed a hot 
asphalt patch on Sunset by sidewalk replacement and continues to sweep leaves from city 
streets. 

https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects


   
 

 
 

• Collections Update.  Collections staff completed two Traffic Control Plan options for Hwy. 6 
project.  Staff met to review report on proposed alternative to address H2S issue in collection 
system.  Staff hauled grease from I-70 lift station to the WWRF and repaired a phone line to the 
Hwy. 340 Lift Station.  Staff also completed 18 utility locates and responded to two sewer calls.  
Staff completed a confined space entry to remove a rock out of manhole at Mulberry alley and is 
working to schedule engineering firm to install the VFDs at the I-70 Lift Station. 

• WWRF Update.  Waste Water Reclamation Facility staff completed the monthly clarifier 
maintenance, changed out filters that supplies HVAC for the Head Works building and rebuilt a 
pressure reducing valve that supplies non-potable water to the Head Works.  Staff also 
completed monthly calibration of specialized instruments that provide feedback for process 
control.  Electrical switch gear and transfer switch were tested and arrangements are being 
made with the manufacturer for inspection and repair of equipment.  Blower #1 was repaired 
and is back online and running and staff completed all WET testing for the fourth quarter and 
November metals testing. 

• PW Admin Update.  The Public Works Director completed review of the Snowplow/De-Icing 
standard operating procedures, met on site with Century Link and Xcel Energy to look at 
alignment of sewer line with utilities and participated in an ARPA Funding discussion with the 
State of Colorado. 

 

FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  
• Colorado Parks and Wildlife encourages safe nighttime driving. 

• Mesa County real estate numbers mixed.     

• Fruita scores on every possession in first-round playoff win. 

• Check presentation from ‘Cups for a Cure’ event at Copper Club Brewery. 

• Ute Water removes drought pumping rate. 

• Mesa County clinics begin to administer the child-size Pfizer vaccines. 

• Hard work and scenic views highlight return of Rim Rock Run. 

• Colorado adds a challenging new mountain biking adventure. 

• Colorado’s County Jam: Here’s who is performing in 2022. 

• Cleaner, safer neighborhoods. 

• Q&A: Country Singer Dierks Bentley on bikes and the Spirit World 100 Gravel Race. 

• Mesa County Public Health urges additional precautions for holiday gatherings. 

• Adult Colorado residents are eligible for the COVID-19 vaccine booster. 

• Building Safer Neighborhoods. 

• Minor Changes to School District 51 COVID protocol. 

• Hundreds attend Veteran’s Day ceremony at Fruita’s Vietnam memorial. 

• D51 strategic plan updated provided at school board meeting. 

• Fruita Middle School holds Veterans assembly.                    

• 2021 National Signing Day.               
 

UPCOMING EVENTS (Please let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if 
multiple council members plan to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you when 
needed.):   

https://www.nbc11news.com/2021/11/04/colorado-parks-wildlife-encourages-safe-nighttime-driving/
https://thebusinesstimes.com/mesa-county-real-estate-numbers-mixed/
https://www.gjsentinel.com/sports/fruita-scores-on-every-possession-in-first-round-playoff-win/article_05e3446a-3ea5-11ec-8fc1-33899c21c710.html
https://www.nbc11news.com/2021/11/06/check-presentation-cups-cure-event-copper-club-brewery/
https://www.kjct8.com/2021/11/05/ute-water-removes-drought-pumping-rate/
https://www.nbc11news.com/2021/11/06/mesa-county-clinics-begin-administer-child-size-pfizer-vaccines/
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/hard-work-and-scenic-views-highlight-return-of-rim-rock-run/article_a496da6c-3f32-11ec-a9ac-6f36aefa2d52.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/travel/colorado-mountain-biking-palisade-plunge/2021/11/04/a017b6ae-3759-11ec-9bc4-86107e7b0ab1_story.html
https://www.9news.com/article/entertainment/music/colorado-music/country-jam-2022/73-a1dcac9f-ffea-4a39-b67c-0f10518b31e7
http://blog.mesacounty.us/2021/11/cleaner-safer-neighborhoods.html
https://www.velonews.com/culture/qa-country-singer-dierks-bentley-on-bikes-and-the-spirit-world-100-gravel-race/
https://www.nbc11news.com/2021/11/10/mesa-county-public-health-urges-additional-precautions-holiday-gatherings/
https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/adult-colorado-residents-are-eligible-for-the-covid-19-vaccine-booster/
https://sheriff.mesacounty.us/BuildingSaferNeighborhoods/
https://www.nbc11news.com/2021/11/10/minor-changes-school-district-51-covid-protocol/
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/hundreds-attend-veterans-day-ceremony-at-fruitas-vietnam-memorial/article_6c9578bc-4329-11ec-b605-3b908093cc5c.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/d51-strategic-plan-update-provided-at-school-board-meeting/article_988fe3ec-425e-11ec-960d-abd737e0e63a.html
https://www.nbc11news.com/2021/11/12/fruita-middle-school-holds-veterans-assembly/
https://www.nbc11news.com/2021/11/11/2021-national-signing-day/


   
 

 
 

• November 19, 2021 – Coffee with the City Manager at Bestslope Coffee, 9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.  

• December 11, 2021 – Holiday Arts and Crafts Fair at the Fruita Community Center, 10:00 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m.  

• December 11, 2021 – Hometown Christmas and Parade of Lights, Parade is at Dusk, in 
Downtown Fruita.   

• December 15, 2021 – Cookies N Claus at the Fruita Community Center – 6:30 p.m.  

• December 17, 2021 – FWorks Coffee Club at FWorks, 9:00 a.m.  
 
 
CC. Department Directors 
 
Do you have questions about anything in the Weekly Information Update? Please feel free to email us at 
communications@fruita.org 
 
 

 
 
 

mailto:communications@fruita.org


   
 

 
 

 
 
 



   
 

 
 

 



   
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 



   
 

 
 

 


