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 Weekly Info Update 
 

To:            MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From:        MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date:           OCTOBER 1, 2021   

Re:             WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE   

 

Tuesday’s City Council Meeting   
To begin our meeting on Tuesday night, we will recognize a student and teacher of 
the month for October from Rim Rock Elementary.  The outstanding student of the 
month is Renon Pryor, and the outstanding teacher is Marye Helms.  Congratulations 
Renon and Marye! After that, the Council will consider six items on the consent 
agenda.  There are no public hearings scheduled, so we will go straight into the first 
three of our 2022 budget presentations.  Staff will be presenting an overview of the 
proposed budgets for the Marketing and Promotion Fund, Community Development, 
and Public Safety. On the administrative agenda, there are two items – the first 
supporting a resolution for a ballot issue, and the second, appointing members to the 
technical advisory committee for Fruita Housing strategies.  After Council reports, we 
will go into executive session to receive legal advice from our City attorney. The 
meeting will be held in-person at the Fruita Civic Center and virtually. When 
available, the agenda, packet, and link to participate online, can be found here.   
 

2022 Proposed Budget  
At our workshop on Tuesday, I was pleased to present the proposed 2022 Municipal 
Budget for the City of Fruita.  In the 2021 Community Survey, the city received 
exceptional reviews from residents, and the organization is prioritizing this feedback 
into the proposed budget.  Proposed are significant investments in the city’s 
infrastructure and delivery of core services, two priorities for residents.  To help fund 
these efforts, we are projecting that City and regional sales tax collections will remain 
strong, as they have for four years in a row.  2021 is on track to be another record-
breaking year for sales tax collection, and this reflects the success of our local 
businesses.  To view the entire proposed budget and highlights of changes, you can 
visit this link on our website.  Until the budget is adopted, there will be departmental 
presentations on each individual program at each City Council meeting and possible 
adjustments and changes.  
 

Trail Closures For Little Salt Wash Trail 
Due to the amount of rain that we received this week, Parks crews closed a few of 
our local trails on Wednesday due to flooding.  The Little Salt Wash Trail (LSWT) 

https://www.fruita.org/citycouncil/page/city-council-regular-meeting-3
https://www.fruita.org/sites/default/files/fileattachments/administration/page/251/2022_draft_budget_v1.pdf


   
 

 
 

remains closed between Highway 6&50 and James M. Robb State Park in Fruita. Parks crews have been 
working on removing water and debris from the trail over the past few days, and the closure may last 
for several more days.  Yesterday, Parks crews removed 60 bucket loads of debris just under the 
Highway 6&50 Bridge. It should be noted that these closures are common whenever the valley receives 
as much rain as we have (as the trails were built in the floodplains), and this is the second time we have 
had to close the LSWT this year. Below are a few photos.  To stay up to date on the trail closures, you 
can visit our Facebook page here.   
 
 

 
 
 

General Updates 
• Agape Food Bank Closing.  This week, the Agape Food Basket of the Lower Valley announced 

that it will be closing its location at the Fruita Civic Center on Wednesday, November 17, 2021.  
The closure is due to the number of decreased clients that receive food from the Agape Food 
Basket.  We are sad to see Agape Food Bank closing in Fruita, but want to thank them for their 
partnership and the service to the residents of Fruita for the past six and a half years.  Although 
Agape is still close, food assistance will still be available in Fruita at the Canyon West Workshop 
Center and Victory Life Church. Residents can also receive food assistance from the Community 
Food Bank in Grand Junction and the Grand Valley Catholic Outreach.  The full release from 
Agape Food Bank can be found below.   

• ECycle Event This Weekend. The annual EWaste Recycling event is returning this Saturday at the 
Fruita Civic Center.  The event will take place in the parking lot from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. All 
electronic cords and cables, CPUs, and cell phones will be collected at no cost.  Other electronics 
will be collected for a fee that varies upon the item.  The full flyer for the event can be found 
below.     

• Events This Weekend.  In addition to the ECycle event this weekend, the Youth Scholarship Golf 
Tournament is taking place at Adobe Creek, and Community Hospital is hosting a cornhole 
tournament at the Civic Center, both are on Saturday afternoon.   

http://facebook.com/cityoffruita


   
 

 
 

• Bustang Outrider begins service on Telluride – Grand Junction Route. Update from CDOT – The 
Colorado Department of Transportation’s Bustang Outrider celebrated the start of the service 
on Monday between Telluride and Grand Junction.  This route will provide vital connections 
between Southwestern Colorado and Grand Junction and support Outrider’s existing Durango-
Grand Junction line.  In addition to Telluride, regularly scheduled stops include Placerville, 
Ridgway, Montrose, Olathe, Delta, and four stops in Grand Junction.  More information from 
CDOT can be found here.     

• Mobile Mesa County Newsletter.  The latest edition of the Mobile Mesa County Newsletter is 
now available and can be found at this link.  It includes information on the GVT 21st Birthday 
Celebration, Walk and Wheel to School Month, Grand Valley Bike to Work Day, and more.   

• Western Colorado Economic Summit. Hats off to the Grand Junction Economic Partership for 
hosting a well-attended and beneficial conference yesterday that Planning & Development 
Director Dan Caris spoke on a panel about housing strategies and Mayor Kincaid, Mayor Pro 
Tem Buck, Councilman Breman and I were able to attend. We attended sessions on 
development, housing, transportation, zoning and keynotes from the state Demographer and 
CMU President John Marshall.  

 

Engineering  
• Concrete Sidewalk Replacement. Bids were received for concrete replacement with Professional 

Pipeline submitting the lowest responsive bid. 

• Iron Wheel Subdivision. Concrete alleys continue to be poured and 19 Road turn lane widening 

placed this week. 

• Orchard Ridge Subdivision. Concrete sidewalk continues to be placed. 

• Grand Valley Estates III. Concrete curb gutter and sidewalk being placed.   

• Village at Country Creek. Strom drainage is being installed.  Roadway subgrade is being 

prepped. 

 
Planning & Development  
To see active reviews of current projects, you may visit: https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-
development-projects  
 
Land Use Code Amendments:  

• Vested Right Code Amendment (Approved) 

• Development Agreements Code Amendment (Approved) 

• Zoning and Density Bonus Code Amendments. (Approved)  

• Short Term Rental Code Amendments can be found as this page.(Approved)  

• Parking Standards  (Approved)  

• Design Standards: The links to the Code Amendments can be found at this page.  (Approved)  
 
Major/ Minor Subdivisions:      

• Dwell PUD Preliminary Plan (Approved) (1136 17 ½ Road, Fruita CO 81521)   

• Grand Valley Estates 3 (Approved) (1848 J Road, Fruita CO 81521)  

• Rose Creek Preliminary Plan (Under Review) (1892 K Road, Fruita CO 81521) 

https://www.canva.com/design/DAEHPXJrJJo/lM4xD6kEmbK1AXNcyaynvw/view?utm_content=DAEHPXJrJJo&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=sharebutton
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/zoning-and-density-bonus-land-use-code-amendments
https://www.fruita.org/sites/default/files/fileattachments/community_development/page/30006/str_amendments_-_website.pdf
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/parking-standards-land-use-code-amendments
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/design-standards-land-use-code-amendments


   
 

 
 

• Patron Annexation and Zoning (Under Review) (1123 19 Road, Fruita CO 81521)  

• VACC Final Plat (Under Review) (1176 18 Rd, Fruita CO 81521)  

• Epic Minor Subdivision (Under Review) (1092 Wallace St, Fruita CO 81521)  

• Cider Mills Rezone (Under Review) (960 Stone Mt Drive, Fruita CO 81521)  

• Red Cliffs 3 Preliminary PUD Plan (Under Review) (280 Clements Way, Fruita CO 81521) 

• Grand Valley Estates 3 Final Plat (Under Review) (1848 J Road, Fruita CO 81521) 

• 1930 Highway 6 & 50 Annexation and Zoning (Under Review) (1930 Hwy 6 & 50 Fruita CO 
81521) 

• Orchard Ridge 3 Final Plat (Under Review) (Orchard Ridge Subdivision, Fruita CO 81521) 

• Sycamore Estates Minor Subdivision (Under Review) (945 E. Pabor Ave, Fruita CO 81521) 

• Fruita Copper Creek Annexation and Zoning (Under Review) (954 19 Rd, Fruita CO 81521) 

• Fruita Mews PUD Amendment (WITHDRAWN) (1138 18 ½ Rd, Fruita CO 81521) 
 
Site Design Review/ Other Applications:      

• Monument Powder Coating (1596 Cipolla) (Under Construction)  

• Raptor Crossing Concept Plan (853 Raptor Rd) (Under Review) 

• Lake Fruita Site Conditional Use Permit and Design Review (Under Review) (1571 Cipolla Rd, 
Fruita CO 81521) 

• 111 S. Mesa Street Site Design Review (Under Review) 111 S. Mesa St, Fruita CO 81521) 

 
Parks and Recreation  

• Pumpkin Dunk Event. Friday, Oct. 8 from 4:30 – 6:30 will be a new event at the Community 
Center indoor pool. We’re turning the indoor pool into a floating pumpkin patch! 
 Families are invited to go dunkin’ for pumpkins. To ensure the safety of all guests, reservations 
are required. Last day to register is Thursday, October 7th! Who is going to be the King Arthur of 
Fruita and get the Gigantic, Greasy Gourd?! Call 970-858-0360 or visit recreation.fruita.org to 

register . 

• Post Maintenance Week. The Community Center was back open and spotless clean after a week 
of elbow grease cleaning and maintenance. It was a busy week of patrons and parking was a 
challenge. Staff are working with Family Health West on some alterations to help with the 
parking situation.  

 

  Public Works 
• FOGs Program.  Wastewater collections and treatment staff reviewed draft report regarding 

Fats, Oils, & Grease Best Management Practices with engineering firm.   

• Mountain Water Properties Update.  Collections staff cleaned out restrooms on Glade Park and 
completed winterization of Mountain Water.   

• Irrigation Update.  Irrigation staff is using GIS app to complete valve inventory and 
maintenance. 

• Road Maintenace Updates.  Road Maintenance Crews completed a road patch on Raptor Road 
in front of Peterbilt yard.  Thermoplastic and painting at Fruita Community Center parking lot 
completed.  Crews also graded Snooks Road and parking lot and graded, rocked, watered, and 
rolled 19 Road south and Greenway Drive.  Crews also swept before and after the parade for 

https://fruita.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b4ff2fb91d021163a1d01cf84&id=bd1d311e63&e=497064ef9c


   
 

 
 

Fruita Fall Festival and installed/removed handicap parking signs at Civic Center for festival.  
Crews are preparing crack seal equipment as temperatures become favorable to complete more 
crack sealing. 

• PW Administration Update.  Public Works Director attended a CWLG (Colorado Women Leading 
in Government) webinar.  Participated in the Bike the Riverfront Trail with the City Manager.  
Participated in the review of the Draft Fats, Oils, and Grease Best Management Practices 
document.  Participated in the Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) discussion with Mesa County 
Stormwater Division and attended the Annual Water Seminar hosted by the Colorado River 
District. 

• New CDOT App for Travelers.  CDOT announced the launch of an all new #COtrip website and 
app.  These mobile friendly tools have exciting new features including: 

o Zoomable and searchable map display 
o Trip Planner Tool 
o Trucker specific resources and tools 
o Real time updates on road conditions and closures 
o Camera images and live streaming video 

▪ Visit COtrip.org for more information.   
 

FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  
• Fruita hosts its annual fall festival. 

• Fruita welcomes the return of the Fruita Fall Festival for the 106th year. 

• Local transportation newsletter wins state award. 

• Tour of the Moon bike ride returns to Grand Valley after hiatus. 

• North Fruita Desert Campground accepting reservations beginning October 4. 

• RV caught on fire in Fruita City Market Parking Lot.   

• Snooks Bottom to postpone fishing event after an increase in dead fish. 

• Fruita local Ellen Roberts celebrates 100 years! 

• North Fruita Desert to Implement Camping Reservation System. 

• Bustang launches Telluride-Grand Junction Outrider.                  

• City of Fruita closes popular trails due to rain.   
 

UPCOMING EVENTS (Please let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if 
multiple council members plan to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you when 
needed.):   

• October 2, 2021 – EWaste Recycling Event, Fruita Civic Center, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  

• October 2, 2021 – Youth Scholarship Golf Tournament, Adobe Creek Golf Course, 1:00 p.m.  

• October 23, 2021 – Truck N’Treat, Downtown Fruita, 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  

• October 29, 2021 – Trick or Treat Street in Downtown Fruita, 3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

• November 6, 2021 – Rimrock Marathon, 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., Colorado National Monument 
and Fruita Community Center.  

• December 11, 2021 – Holiday Arts and Crafts Fair at the Fruita Community Center, 10:00 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m.  

https://maps.cotrip.org/@-106.34053,39.23387,8?show=roadWork,winterDriving,roadReports,weatherWarnings
https://www.nbc11news.com/2021/09/25/fruita-hosts-its-annual-fall-festival/
https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/fruita-welcomes-the-return-of-the-fruita-fall-festival-for-the-106th-year/
http://gjsentinel.com/news/colorado/local-transportation-newsletter-wins-state-award/article_58b77aa4-1d61-11ec-9dbf-33d4c1285f42.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/tour-of-the-moon-bike-ride-returns-to-grand-valley-after-hiatus/article_1b331742-1e3d-11ec-9439-9fce012b7072.html
https://www.nbc11news.com/2021/09/28/north-fruita-desert-campground-accepting-reservations-beginning-october-4/
https://www.kjct8.com/2021/09/27/rv-caught-fire-fruita-city-market-parking-lot/
https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/snooks-bottom-to-postpone-fishing-event-after-an-increase-in-dead-fish/
https://www.beaconseniornews.com/2021/09/27/369238/fruita-local-ellen-roberts-celebrates-100-years-
https://www.singletracks.com/mtb-trails/north-fruita-desert-implements-camping-reservation-system/
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/bustang-launches-telluride-grandjunction-outrider/article_9e8b2e72-1fdc-11ec-b2c7-973a93f49cda.html
https://www.nbc11news.com/2021/09/30/city-fruita-closes-few-popular-trails-due-heavy-rain/


   
 

 
 

• December 11, 2021 – Hometown Christmas and Parade of Lights, Parade is at Dusk, in 
Downtown Fruita.   

• December 15, 2021 – Cookies N Claus at the Fruita Community Center – 6:30 p.m.  
 
 
CC. Department Directors 
 
Do you have questions about anything in the Weekly Information Update? Please feel free to email us at 
communications@fruita.org 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:communications@fruita.org


   
 

 
 

 



   
 

 
 

 



   
 

 
 

 


