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 Weekly Info Update 
 

To:            MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From:        MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date:           MAY 28, 2021   

Re:             WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE   

 

City offices will be closed on Monday, May 31, 2021, in observance of 
Memorial Day.   
I hope that you have a great holiday weekend! Trash and recycling services will be 
delayed by one day.   

 
Tuesday’s City Council Meeting  
Our meeting on Tuesday night will begin with two presentations – the first from the 
Fruita Arts and Culture Board updating the Council on the Wellspring Project, and the 
second, on the results of the 2021 Fruita Community Survey.  After those 
presentations, the Council will consider four items on the consent agenda and move 
on to four public hearing items.  The four quasi-judicial hearings involve two planning 
and developments items, and two liquor license related applications.  We will 
conclude the meeting with rescheduling our August workshop due to a conflict with a 
Town Hall meeting with the Mesa County Commissioners.   
 

Coronavirus Update  
Below are a few updates, but I would strongly encourage all to continue to follow 
www.fruita.org/covid19 for all updates we are posting. This also links to important 
Mesa County Public Health sources, as well as many others.  

• Mobile Vaccine Clinic Returning to Fruita Saturday.  The Mobile Vaccination 
Clinic will be returning to the Fruita Civic Center tomorrow from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 
p.m. First and second doses of the Pfizer and single dose Johnson and Johnson 
vaccines will be available, and the vaccine is completely free, and no insurance or 
photo ID is required.  More information is available here.   

• Vaccine Update from MCPH.  Provided here are a few of the notes from the 
latest Mesa County Public Health weekly vaccine update.  The full update is available 
here.   
o As of week, ending May 22, 2021, 99,367 vaccines have been administered.  A 
vaccine dashboard is updated weekly on the MCPH website.   
o Widespread vaccination is a critical tool to help stop the pandemic. People who 
are fully vaccinated can resume activities that they did prior to the pandemic. Learn 

http://www.fruita.org/covid19
https://www.mobilevax.us/western-slope/5%2F29---mesa-county-(fruita)
https://health.mesacounty.us/public-health-emerging-issues-covid-19-vaccination-update-16/
https://health.mesacounty.us/covid19/datadashboard/


 
 

more about what you and your child or teen can do when you have been fully 
vaccinated. 

o The Mesa County Community Vaccination Site (CVS) is located at the Mesa County 
Public Health (MCPH) building at 510 29 1/2 Rd. 

▪ Hours of operation are Wednesday through Friday from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. and 
Saturday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

▪ Next-day appointments are available for COVID-19 vaccination, visit the MCPH 
website for vaccine scheduling links available in English and Spanish. 

o Children 12 years and older are able to get the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine. 
▪ MCPH administers Pfizer vaccine Wednesdays and Saturdays. The scheduling 

website will only allow appointments for this age group on scheduled Pfizer 
days, and a parent or guardian must be present at the vaccine appointment.   

• First Pediatric COVID-19 Related Death in Mesa County.  Unfortunately, this week, MCPH was 
notified of a pediatric death related to COVID-19.  We want to share our deepest sympathy to 
the child’s family and friends.  The full release is available here.  

 

2021 State of the City Video  
We are excited to share our 2021 State of the City Video! As we reflect on the past year and a half, we 
wanted to celebrate the accomplishments of our community and our organization.  This video includes 
several stories on these accomplishments from our residents, while also highlighting our partnerships.  
You can watch the video at this link. A landing page with more information and access to the video is 
also found at http://www.fruita.org/2021stateofthecity 
   

 
 

General Updates 
• Leadership Retreat. Earlier this week our staff leadership team took time to meet at the 

Community Center and focus on big-picture items in preparation for the Council retreat and 

budget process—a small in-house retreat. We incorporated leadership training and had fun 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html
https://bit.ly/MCPH_COVIDVaccine
https://bit.ly/vacuna_mesa
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/different-vaccines/Pfizer-BioNTech.html
https://health.mesacounty.us/first-pediatric-covid-19-related-death-in-mesa-county/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rxR77-JFGaE&t=1s
http://www.fruita.org/2021stateofthecity


 
 

playing 5 on5 basketball with some of the youth at the center during a break, feeling slightly 

sore the next couple days      .  

• Airport Tour. I was able to receive a tour of the Grand Junction Regional Airport and impressed 

with all the improvements, new airline service and current projects in the works there. We are 

fortunate to have this asset in our Valley.  

• Las Colonias Ribbon Cutting Celebration. A group of us were able to attend the celebration 

yesterday to support our neighboring City.  

• Field Trip to Moon Farm. Thanks to all of you who were able to attend the field trip to Moon 

Farm Tuesday evening and learn about the Grand Valley Equine Assisted Learning Center’s 

services. We have begun to identify if there are possible funding sources in external grant 

sources.  

• Fruita Area Chamber of Commerce Member Appreciation Lunch. Thanks to the Fruita Chamber 

for hosting their annual lunch. Many staff were able to attend and enjoy catching up with local 

businesses.  

• Palisade Plunge.  Congratulations to the Town of Palisade, COBMOBA, and our federal land 

partners, on the opening of the first section of the Palisade Plunge! Beginning tomorrow, riders 

can now ride the final 18 miles of the trail, and the full trail is expected to open sometime during 

the summer.  The Palisade Plunge is going to be an incredible asset for the Grand Valley, and we 

are excited for its opening.   

• Mobile Mesa County Newsletter.  The May Mobile Mesa County newsletter is now available 

and can be found at this page.  The newsletter includes information on upcoming GVT 

promotions, Grand Valley Bike Month, and JUCO.   

• Basin Roundtables.  On June 16, 2021 at 1:00 p.m., the Colorado Water Conservation Board (of 

the Co. Dept. Of Natural Resources) will be hosting a roundtable discussion on water 

management issues and the Demand Management program.  Staff is planning on participating in 

these roundtables, but if any members of the Council are interested, please let me know.   

 

Engineering  

• Mesa County Chip Seal Project.  Traffic Update from May 31 to June 4 – the Mesa County chip 
seal project will take place at the following four locations: US Hwy 6 from Mile Point 11 to MP 
20, CO Highway 139 from MP 0 to MP 6, US 50 Front Road from MP 33.8 to 36.2 and CO 141 
from MP 120 to MP 154.  Motorists should plan for minimal delays on US 6 with east and 
westbound one-late alternating traffic.  More information on the project can be found here.   

• Iron Wheel Subdivision. J Road should be open for this weekend, but 19 Road will continue to 
be close to through traffic until the waterline, sewer line work, and paving operations are 
complete.  

• Big Salt Wash Trail Connections. Concrete work is complete for the trail connections to the Big 

Salt Wash Trail in Santa Fe Ranch, Evening Breeze, Comstock, and Orchard Ridge subdivisions.  

• Maple St./Aspen Ave. Sewer Replacement. Sorter Construction has installed about 2/3 of the 

sewer main in Aspen Avenue through the end of the week.  

 

https://www.canva.com/design/DAEHPXJrJJo/lM4xD6kEmbK1AXNcyaynvw/view?utm_content=DAEHPXJrJJo&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=sharebutton#1
https://www.codot.gov/projects/mesa-county-chip-seal


 
 

Human Resources 
• Job Openings.  The City of Fruita is currently accepting applications for several positions, 

including Recreation Coordinator for Senior Services, Code Compliance Officer/Neighborhood 
Services Coordinator, and Adult Basketball Sports Officials.  To view these current job openings 
and for more information, you can visit our website here.  

• Blood Drive.  The St. Mary’s Bloodmobile will be the Civic Center Parking lot on Tuesday, June 1, 
2021, from 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. Appointments are required to give blood, and a link to sign up 
is available here.  Thank you for helping save lives!    

 
Parks and Recreation  

• Thank you, Jacqui! Since 2010, Jacqui Foster has run the Senior Services Division of Fruita Parks 
and Recreation and today is her last with us.  In her time with us, she opened the Senior Center 
at the Fruita Community Center and has grown Senior Services into a robust program complete 
with educational classes, day and overnight trips, lunch programs and much, much more.  And 
Jacqui during her tenure won the Colorado Parks and Recreation Associations, Senior Services 
Professional of the Year.  She will be dearly missed, and the Fruita Parks and Recreation is losing 
a great team member.  But she is off to new adventures and will still be in Fruita working and 
sharing her wonderful energy with the community.  We wish Jacqui all the best and thank her 
for giving her all to our Senior Community. 

• Outdoor Pool May Intermittently Closed. The outdoor pool at the Fruita Community Center is 
currently open but may be intermittently closed for repairs next week. 

• Bimonthly Newsletter.  The latest edition of the bimonthly Fruita Parks and Recreation 
Department newsletter is now available and can be found here:  Enjoy summer fun at the FCC!  
It includes information on the new hours at the Rec Center, the Summer Activity Guide, 
upcoming programming for adults and children, and more.   

 
Planning & Development  
To see active reviews of current projects, you may visit: https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-
development-projects  
 
Land Use Code Amendments:  

• Vested Right Code Amendment (Approved) 

• Development Agreements Code Amendment (Approved) 

• Zoning and Density Bonus Code Amendments. (Approved)  

• Short Term Rental Code Amendments can be found as this page.(Approved)  

• Parking Standards  (Approved)  

• Design Standards: The links to the Code Amendments can be found at this page.  (Approved)  
 
Major/ Minor Subdivisions:      

• Dwell PUD Preliminary Plan (Approved) (1136 17 ½ Road, Fruita CO 81521)   

• Grand Valley Estates 3 (Approved) (1848 J Road, Fruita CO 81521)  

• Rose Creek Preliminary Plan (Under Review) (1892 K Road, Fruita CO 81521) 

• Patron Annexation and Zoning (Under Review) (1123 19 Road, Fruita CO 81521)  

• VACC Final Plat (Under Review) (1176 18 Rd)  

https://www.fruita.org/jobs
https://donor.stmarysbloodcenter.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/8703
https://us13.campaign-archive.com/?u=b4ff2fb91d021163a1d01cf84&id=26f41ae378
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/zoning-and-density-bonus-land-use-code-amendments
https://www.fruita.org/sites/default/files/fileattachments/community_development/page/30006/str_amendments_-_website.pdf
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/parking-standards-land-use-code-amendments
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/design-standards-land-use-code-amendments


 
 

• Epic Minor Subdivision (Under Review) (192 Wallace St)  

• Cider Mills Rezone (Under Review) (960 Stone Mt Drive)  
 
Site Design Review/ Other Applications:      

• Monument Powder Coating (1596 Cipolla) (Under Construction)  

• Pediatric Dental Specialist (197 & 101 Jurassic) (Finished)  

• Raptor Crossing Concept Plan (853 Raptor Rd) (Under Review) 

 
Police Department  

• Summer School.  There will be summer school in session in all Fruita schools with the exception 
of Fruita Middle School, so drivers should continue to be on the lookout for active school zones.  

• Body Worn Cameras Update.  The police department has begun the roll-out of body worn 
cameras, with 4-5 officers participating in the initial phase.  

• Memorial Day DUI Enforcement.  From CDOT:  To combat impaired driving, CDOT, CSP, and 
local law enforcement agencies will join forces for the Memorial Day DUI enforcement from 
May 28, 2021 to June 1, 2021.  The enforcement period aims to remind Coloradans to celebrate 
responsibly over the holiday weekend and throughout the summer.  We hope that you 
celebrate the holiday responsibly! 

 
Public Works  

• Graffiti. Crews removed graffiti on Wildcat Avenue 

• Grease Update.  Crews continue to complete grease inspections in the City’s collection system 

• Irrigation Assessments.  Crews beginning irrigation valve inventory and condition assessment 

• H2S Mitigation.  Staff met to discuss H2S in collection system and identify next steps. 

• Storm Sewer Cleaning.  Crews are cleaning storm sewers due to elm seeds.  Additional work will 
be scheduled next week for Aspen Avenue and Peach Street. 

• 340 Lift Station Repairs.  Crews repaired damaged culvert at 340 Lift Station by extending the 
culvert and adding a guard rail.   

    
 
FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  

• Seasonal allergies or COVID-19? 

https://www.nbc11news.com/2021/05/23/seasonal-allergies-or-covid-19/


 
 

• COVID-19 hospitalizations, deaths tick up in Mesa County. 

• Easing into e-bike access: Consideration of more trail use looks to be gradual process. 

• Bustang Grand Junction adds new days to its schedule. 

• Mesa County’s first COVID-19 child death recorded. 

• Mobile vaccine bus returns to Grand Junction. 

• Palisade Plunge phase 1 opens to public for the first time. 

• 2021 Summer Festivals. 

• Turning up gold in Western Colorado. 

• Colorado launches Comeback Cash; COVID-19 drawing for vaccinated Coloradans. 

• Phase 1 of Palisade Plunge opens to the public this weekend. 

• First phase of the Palisade Plunge trail opens. 

• COVID-19: Colorado Places That Are Still Having Outbreaks. 

• State of the valley: Government officials talk issues. 

• Plunge no ‘niche’ trail. 

• Drought conditions continue to improve in eastern Colorado, remain dire on Western Slope.                          

 
UPCOMING EVENTS (Please let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if 
multiple council members plan to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you when 
needed.):   

• June 4, 2021 – Music & Mulligans Golf Tournament at Adobe Creek National Golf Course, 9:00 
a.m.  Co-hosted by the Fruita Chamber, more information here.    

• June 10, 2021 – Beer or Rootbeer with the City Manager, Copper Club Brewery at 5:00 p.m.  
Grab a drink and join us outside!  

• June 10, 2021 – Fruita Chamber Business After Hours, hosted by Family Health West – 5:30 p.m. 
to 7:00 p.m.  

• June 10, 2021 – Thursday Night Concert – James Williams & the Faith Peddlers (Outlaw 
Country/Blues Rock), Civic Center Park at 7:30 p.m.  

• June 16, 2021 – Roundtable on Colorado River Demand Management program, 1:00 p.m., 
virtual.   

• June 17, 2021 – Thursday Night Concert – Stray Grass (Bluegrass/Americana), Civic Center Park 
at 7:30 p.m.  

• June 24, 2021 – Thursday Night Concert - Frank Begar Orchestra (Big Band), Civic Center Park at 
7:30 p.m.   

• July 1, 2021 – Thursday Night Concert – Centennial Band (American Classic), Civic Center Park at 
7:30 p.m.  

• July 8, 2021 – Thursday Night Concert - Whiskey Stomp (Country Rock), Civic Center Park at 7:30 
p.m.  

• July 14, 2021 – Coffee with the City Manager and guests, Einstein Bros Bagels at 7:30 a.m.  

• July 15, 2021 – Thursday Night Concert – Desert Flyer Band (Country), Civic Center Park at 7:30 
p.m.  

• July 22, 2021 – Thursday Night Concert – Gerry Goodman Band (Blues/Rock), Civic Center Park 
at 7:30 p.m.  

https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/covid-19-hospitalizations-deaths-tick-up-in-mesa-county/article_cfc4b944-bb33-11eb-a0aa-93e37edfdb07.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/easing-into-e-bike-access-consideration-of-more-trail-use-looks-to-be-gradual-process/article_85a6249a-ba40-11eb-83f9-67c8737a0b08.html
https://www.kjct8.com/2021/05/25/bustang-grand-junction-adds-new-days-to-its-schedule/
https://www.gjsentinel.com/breaking/mesa-countys-first-covid-19-child-death-recorded/article_062cbd76-bd8f-11eb-806e-3f2e7668098d.html
https://www.nbc11news.com/2021/05/25/mobile-vaccine-bus-returns-to-grand-junction/
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/palisade-plunge-phase-1-opens-to-public-for-the-first-time/article_fd63dc44-bdb4-11eb-8709-9f7db752b5f5.html
https://www.beaconseniornews.com/2021/05/25/357274/2021-summer-festivals
https://www.beaconseniornews.com/2021/05/25/357330/turning-up-gold-in-western-colorado
https://www.nbc11news.com/2021/05/25/gov-polis-launches-comeback-cash-covid-19-lottery-for-vaccinated-colordans/
https://www.nbc11news.com/2021/05/26/phase-1-of-palisade-plunge-opens-to-the-public-this-weekend/?fbclid=IwAR1b1MAr6VUKxm5zm3NQHiI6igmOvOjsYcvNMXlBN2RHY1v4LM0W64koz7s
https://www.montrosepress.com/free_access/first-phase-of-the-palisade-plunge-trail-opens/article_0bf56d4c-be8a-11eb-b33f-3f2ebba02a0a.html
https://www.westword.com/news/where-colorado-covid-19-outbreaks-are-still-happening-11979907
https://thebusinesstimes.com/state-of-the-valley-government-officials-talk-issues/
https://www.gjsentinel.com/opinion/editorials/plunge-no-niche-trail/article_8c141670-be7d-11eb-9115-e3fda9243b4d.html
https://www.thedenverchannel.com/news/local-news/drought-conditions-continue-to-improve-in-eastern-colorado-remain-dire-on-western-slope
https://fruitachamber.org/music-mulligans/


 
 

• July 29, 2021 – Thursday Night Concert – Michael Morrow & the Culprits (Rock-N-Roll), Civic 
Center Park at 7:30 p.m.  

• July 31, 2021 – Fruita Chamber of Commerce Annual Banquet, “Welcome to Wonderland” at the 
Fruita Community Center, 5:30 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.  Additional information here.  

• August 5, 2021 – Thursday Night Concert – Louie & the Lizards (Funky Jam Rock), Civic Centr 
Park at 7:30 p.m.  

• August 12, 2021 – Thursday Night Concert – Great Western Heritage Show (Country & Western 
Bluegrass), Civic Center Park at 7:30 p.m.  

• Sept. 22-24, 2021 – The Colorado Municipal League will be holding the 2021 CML Annual 
conference in Westminster. More information is available at www.cml.org/conference. Please 
let Deputy City Clerk Deb Woods know if you are interested in attending. CML will also hold a 
virtual conference on Sept. 29-30.  

• September 24-25, 2021 – Fruita Fall Festival, Downtown Fruita. The festival will include live 
music, food trucks, and variety of vendors.  Fruitachamber.org/fruita-fall-festival.   

 
CC. Department Directors 
 
Do you have questions about anything in the Weekly Information Update? Please feel free to email us at 
communications@fruita.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://info.fruitachamber.org/events/details/2021-annual-banquet-fruita-area-chamber-of-commerce-12594?calendarMonth=2021-07-01
http://www.cml.org/conference
https://fruitachamber.org/fruita-fall-festival/
mailto:communications@fruita.org


 
 

 
 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 


