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Weekly Info Update 
 

To:            MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From:        MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date:           APRIL 30, 2021   

Re:             WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE   

 
Tuesday’s City Council Meeting  
The regular City Council meeting scheduled for May 4, 2021, will be held in-person at 
the Fruita Civic Center and virtually.  On the agenda, we will begin our meeting with 
five proclamations honoring Police Week, Armed Forces Day, Memorial Day, and 
Teacher Appreciation Week, and National Hospital Week in the City of Fruita.  After 
those proclamations, the Council will consider five items on the consent agenda. 
There are two public hearing items scheduled, one for Grand Valley Estates Filing 3 
and one for the Dwell PUD application.  After that, we will conclude our meeting with 
our regular business and an executive session for the Municipal Judge.   
 
This will be our first in-person regular meeting since the start of the COVID-19 
pandemic.  For those that are interested in attending, we ask that you please practice 
social distancing (if attending in person), wear a mask if social distancing is not 
possible, and stay at home and attend virtually if you are not feeling well.  Public 
comments can also be submitted ahead of time before the meeting or during the 
meeting (whether in-person or attending virtually).  More information on how to 
submit a public comment and the link to participate can be found here.  See you on 
Tuesday night!  
 

Coronavirus Update  
Below are a few updates, but I would strongly encourage all to continue to follow 
www.fruita.org/covid19 for all updates we are posting. This also links to important 
Mesa County Public Health sources, as well as many others.  

• Mobile Vaccine Clinic in Fruita and around Mesa County.  Mesa County Public 

Health (MCPH), in partnership with the Colorado Dept. Of Public Health and 

Environment (CDPHE), has announced dates and locations across Mesa County 

where residents can get a vaccine free of charge and without an appointment at a 

Mobile COVID-19 Vaccination Clinic.  The Mobile Vaccination clinic will be at the 

Fruita Civic Center on May 8, 2021 from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. In addition to being 

in Fruita, the mobile clinic all around the valley and will be administering the Pfizer 

Vaccine.  The flyer is provided below with all dates and times, and more can be found 

here.   

https://www.fruita.org/citycouncil/page/city-council-meeting-461
http://www.fruita.org/covid19
https://www.mobilevax.us/
https://health.mesacounty.us/mobile-covid-19-vaccination-bus-visits-seven-locations-across-mesa-county/


 
 

• Vaccine Update from MCPH.  In addition to the Mobile Vaccine Clinic, MCPH provided several 

updates regarding COVID-19 vaccinations in Mesa County.  The full update can be found here, 

and here are a few highlights:  

o Next-day appointments are available for COVID-19 vaccination, visit the Mesa County 

Public Health (MCPH) website for vaccine scheduling links available in English and 

Spanish. 

o MCPH will resume J&J vaccine administration on Friday, May 7. From May 7 forward, 

the J&J vaccine will be available on Fridays and individuals will be able to choose 

whether they want the J&J vaccine or the Moderna/Pfizer vaccines on the MCPH 

scheduling website. 

o The Community Vaccination Site (CVS) at the Grand Junction Convention Center (159 

Main St) will relocate to the MCPH building (510 29 1/2 Rd) on May 19. 

o Evening and weekend hours are available. MCPH is working to make getting an 

appointment for a COVID-19 vaccine as convenient as possible.  

 

We Need to Hear from You – Take the Community Survey! (Continued) 
The 2021 Community Survey has arrived at households and we encourage all that are interested to 
participate in it! The survey allows residents to share feedback on City core services such as streets, 
sewer, public safety, parks, and more.  The survey also includes questions on current issues in the 
community and where we would like to learn more. The final data from the survey will help identify 
priorities for the future, as well as aid in the budget cycle this year and next few.  As a reminder, the 
survey results are completely anonymous and confidential, and it is voluntary.  Thank you ahead of time 
for your participation! 

 
General Updates 

• Bike to Work Day.  One last reminder, Mayor Kincaid and I will be hosting a ride around Fruita 

next Wednesday morning for Bike to Work Day! We will meet at the Fruita Civic Center at 7:00 

a.m. and explore a few of the new routes that we are creating to help with wayfinding efforts 

throughout the City.  Afterwards, breakfast burritos will be provided by Family Health West.  We 

hope to see you there and look forward to visiting with residents!  

• Teacher Appreciation Week. Next week, May 3, 2021 – May 8, 2021, is Teacher Appreciation 

Week! To honor the week, we will be doing a proclamation at Tuesday’s City Council meeting.  

Also, the District #51 Foundation is providing the option of honor teachers with purchasing a 

paper dolls with individualized messages.  If you are interested in purchasing one for a special 

teacher, you can view more information here.  

• CPW Commission Meeting.  On May 5 & 6, the Colorado Parks and Wildlife Commission will 

meet in person and virtually in Grand Junction (with limited in-person attendance).  The 

Commission will hear an update on wolf reintroduction planning, discuss final consideration of 

big game regulations, discuss OHV trails grants funding approval, and more.  The meeting will 

take place over both Wednesday and Thursday.  For the complete agenda, including formation 

on how to provide public comments and how to participate in the meeting, you can visit CPW’s 

website at this link. 

https://bit.ly/MCPH_COVIDVaccine
https://bit.ly/vacuna_mesa
https://bit.ly/MCPH_COVIDVaccine
https://www.trailblz.info/district51/EventComplete.aspx?eventid=49
https://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/Pages/CommissionMeeting2021-5.aspx


 
 

•  Adventurefest at North Fruita Desert.  Gemini Adventures second event in Fruita this year, the 

Adventurefest races will be held at 18 Road this weekend. The races include a 50k bike race and 

a half marathon. More information can be found at their website here – good luck to all of the 

racers!  

• CMU Selects Next President.  On Thursday, Colorado Mesa University (CMU) announced that 

John Marshall will be selected as the next President of CMU. If interested, you can view the full 

announcement here.      

 

Engineering  

• Engineering has conducted 7 interviews for the summer intern position.  The position will run 

for 12 weeks. 

• Conduit is being installed in Maple Street in the blocks where the sewer replacement occurred.  

The conduit is there for future fiber optic or other communications needs. 

• The FIR meeting for The Fremont St. Design with CDOT was held this week which is a 30% 

review. 

• Fehr and Peers visited Fruita to investigate the areas of concern identified from the Active 

Circulation Plan online survey and to develop ideas for mitigation.   

 

Parks and Recreation  
• Early next week BLM will be painting Old 

Spanish Trail (OST) routes symbols on the 
riverfront Trail going through Fruita.  One of the 
4 Old Spanish Trail routes followed the 
Gunnison River up to the Grand Valley and 
headed west through Fruita.  Also in progress is 
the development of an OST interpretive sign 
that explains the histroical significance of the 
route.  The sign will be place near the Reed 
Wash underpass along the Kokopelli Section of 
the Colorado Riverfront Trail. 

• Arbor Day 2021 – we'd like to congratulate 
Shelledy Elementary School Student, Vada Cram 
who won the Fruita’s Tree City USA Arbor Day 
Poster Contest.  Because of her excellent artistic 
abilities, Shelledy Elementary got a new Honey 
Locust Tree Planted on Arbor Day.  We’ll done 
Vada and Shelledy Elementary.  See picture - 
apparently if you win something in Fruita, you 

get put to work      .  
 

Planning & Development  
To see active reviews of current projects, you may visit: https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-
development-projects  

https://geminiadventures.com/
https://www.coloradomesa.edu/presidential-search/updates/board-of-trustees-complete-national-search-for-the-next-president-of-colorado-mesa-university.html
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects


 
 

 
Land Use Code Amendments:  

• Vested Right Code Amendment (Approved) 

• Development Agreements Code Amendment (Approved) 

• Zoning and Density Bonus Code Amendments. (Approved)  

• Short Term Rental Code Amendments can be found as this page.(Approved)  

• Parking Standards  (Approved)  

• Design Standards: The links to the Code Amendments can be found at this page.  (Approved)  
 
Major/ Minor Subdivisions:      

• Dwell PUD Preliminary Plan (Under Review) (1136 17 ½ Road, Fruita CO 81521)   

• Grand Valley Estates 3 (Under Review) (1848 J Road, Fruita CO 81521)  

• Rose Creek Preliminary Plan (Under Review) (1892 K Road, Fruita CO 81521) 

• Patron Annexation and Zoning (Under Review) (1123 19 Road, Fruita CO 81521)  
 
Site Design Review/ Other Applications:      

• Monument Powder Coating (1596 Cipolla) (Under Construction)  

• Pediatric Dental Specialist (197 & 101 Jurassic) (Finished)  

 
Police Department  

• Police Department investigators are working with representatives from local fire departments as 
well as federal agencies regarding the LDS church fire that occurred Monday morning.  

• The ATF and FBI are offering a reward for information on the arson at the LDS Church.  A flyer 
can be found below.   

 
Public Works 

• Crews responded to the LDS church fire to assist with traffic control.  They also assisted with 
setting up the perimeter fencing. 

• Crews hauled and placed new blocks on the Mulberry Street closure.   

• Assisting Parks & Rec with confined space to make repairs at Community Center. 

• Crews completed crack sealing 
at Aspen Ave., Wildwood Acres 
Subdivision, and Beech St. 

• Crews worked with the City of 
Grand Junction to complete a 
patch repair at Lincoln Park 
parking lot in Grand Junction. 
Here are a few photos from 
Thursday:  

 
 
 

https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/zoning-and-density-bonus-land-use-code-amendments
https://www.fruita.org/sites/default/files/fileattachments/community_development/page/30006/str_amendments_-_website.pdf
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/parking-standards-land-use-code-amendments
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/design-standards-land-use-code-amendments


 
 

 
 

FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  
• Shelledy Elementary School returns to online class following COVID-19 outbreak.   

• Governor Polis Announces Launch of Western Slope Mobile COVID-19 Vaccination Route.   

• Airport receives more grant funds. 

• Safety, Storage & Planning Protocols at MCPH Community Vaccination Site. 

• CPW eying land purchase to expand busy Highline park. 

• Dozens gather to float down and clean the Colorado River. 

• Garchar, MC human services head, dies. 

• Fruita Church Fire: “It’s sad to see something you love damaged and destroyed” 

• Firefighters respond to LDS Church fire in Fruita. 

• Shelledy Elementary Going Online This Week After COVID-19 Outbreak. 

• Fruita LDS Church considered a total loss due to fire. 

• Mobile vaccine clinics coming to Western Slope next week. 

• US Census Bureau:  Colorado to gain House of Representative seat. 

• 6 New Gravel Bike Races Are Coming to Colorado This Year.            

• Grand Junction airport awarded $300,000 grant. 

• Mesa County Public Health resuming use of Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 vaccine. 

• Colorado community sites now taking walk-ups, as vaccination rates lag and cases soar in parts 
of the state. 

• Mobile clinic to bring COVID-19 vaccinations to West Slope. 

• Mobile COVID-19 Vaccination Bus Visits Seven Locations Across Mesa County. 

• Warming weather beings worry for fire danger. 

• County to move vaccine site May 19. 

• May is Grand Valley Bike Month: List of Grand Junction Events. 
              

UPCOMING EVENTS (Please let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if 
multiple council members plan to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you when 
needed.):   

https://www.nbc11news.com/2021/04/25/shelledy-elementary-school-returns-to-online-class-following-covid-19-outbreak/
https://www.kktv.com/2021/04/24/governor-polis-announces-launch-of-western-slope-mobile-covid-19-vaccination-route/
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/airports-receive-more-grant-funds/article_801b4292-a39f-11eb-9671-6fdbfbff18e2.html
https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/safety-storage-planning-protocols-at-mcph-community-vaccination-site/
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/cpw-eying-land-purchase-to-expand-busy-highline-park/article_d894edde-a452-11eb-ae65-fba054891557.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/dozens-gather-to-float-down-and-clean-the-colorado-river/article_123e412a-a51b-11eb-930b-57b1863036a3.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/garchar-mc-human-services-head-dies/article_5837d206-a6c7-11eb-89a5-df0f5c37771a.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/fruita-church-fire-it-s-sad-to-see-something-you-love-damaged-and-destroyed/article_66c1608c-a6ca-11eb-92eb-130751beeb20.html
https://www.kjct8.com/2021/04/26/firefighters-respond-to-lds-church-fire-in-fruita/
https://www.nbc11news.com/2021/04/27/shelledy-elementary-going-online-this-week-after-covid-19-outbreak/
https://www.nbc11news.com/2021/04/26/mormon-church-deemed-total-loss/
https://www.kjct8.com/2021/04/27/mobile-vaccine-clinics-coming-to-western-slope-next-week/
https://www.kjct8.com/2021/04/26/us-census-bureau-colorado-to-gain-house-of-representative-seat/
https://www.5280.com/2021/04/6-new-gravel-bike-races-are-coming-to-colorado-this-year/
https://thebusinesstimes.com/grand-junction-airport-awarded-300000-grant/
https://www.kjct8.com/2021/04/28/mesa-county-public-health-resuming-use-of-johnson-johnson-covid-19-vaccine/
https://www.kktv.com/2021/04/28/colorado-community-sites-now-taking-walk-ups-as-vaccination-rates-lag-and-cases-soar-in-parts-of-the-state/
https://www.kktv.com/2021/04/28/colorado-community-sites-now-taking-walk-ups-as-vaccination-rates-lag-and-cases-soar-in-parts-of-the-state/
https://thebusinesstimes.com/mobile-clinic-to-bring-covid-19-vaccinations-to-west-slope/
https://health.mesacounty.us/mobile-covid-19-vaccination-bus-visits-seven-locations-across-mesa-county/
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/warming-weather-brings-worry-for-fire-danger/article_a17b8a6c-a86f-11eb-bd7b-4f9e3d16f539.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/county-to-move-vaccine-site-may-19/article_e42920f4-a91e-11eb-b000-739c1835c75e.html
https://kool1079.com/grand-valley-bike-month/


 
 

• May 1, 2021 - Adventurefest event at the 18 Road trails in North Fruita Desert, hosted by 
Gemini Adventures. This includes a 13.1 run and a 50K mountain bike race. 
https://geminiadventures.com/ 

• May 5, 2021 – Grand Valley Bike to Work Day, Fruita Civic Center.  Bike Month 2021 Website.   

• May 13, 2021 – Fruita Chamber Business After Hours at Circle Park – 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  

• May 20, 2021 – Coffee with the City Manager at Bestslope Coffee, 8:00 a.m. 

• May 22, 2021 - The Co2uT Desert Gravel Race in the Bookcliffs. https://www.desertgravel.com/.  

• June 10, 2021 – Beer or Rootbeer with the City Manager, Copper Club Brewery at 5:00 p.m.  
Grab a drink and join us outside!  

• July 14, 2021 – Coffee with the City Manager and guests, Einstein Bros Bagels at 7:30 a.m.  

• July 31, 2021 – Fruita Chamber of Commerce Annual Banquet, “Welcome to Wonderland” at the 
Fruita Community Center, 5:30 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.  Additional information here.  

• Sept. 22-24, 2021 – The Colorado Municipal League will be holding the 2021 CML Annual 
conference in Westminster. More information is available at www.cml.org/conference. Please 
let Deputy City Clerk Deb Woods know if you are interested in attending. CML will also hold a 
virtual conference on Sept. 29-30.  

• September 24-25, 2021 – Fruita Fall Festival, Downtown Fruita. The festival will include live 
music, food trucks, and variety of vendors.  Fruitachamber.org/fruita-fall-festival.   

 
CC. Department Directors 
 
Do you have questions about anything in the Weekly Information Update? Please feel free to email us at 
communications@fruita.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://geminiadventures.com/
https://healthymesacounty.org/bike-month/
https://www.desertgravel.com/
https://info.fruitachamber.org/events/details/2021-annual-banquet-fruita-area-chamber-of-commerce-12594?calendarMonth=2021-07-01
http://www.cml.org/conference
https://fruitachamber.org/fruita-fall-festival/
mailto:communications@fruita.org


 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 



 
 

 


