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Weekly Info Update 
To:            MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From:        MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date:           FEBRUARY  5, 2021   

Re:           WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE   

 

Coronavirus Update  
Below are a few updates, but I would strongly encourage all to continue to follow 
www.fruita.org/covid19 for all updates we are posting. This also links to important 
Mesa County Public Health sources, as well as many others.  

• COVID-19 2.0 Dial in Effect Tomorrow.  Late this afternoon, state officials 
announced that Colorado’s COVID-19 2.0 dial will go into effect tomorrow, Saturday 
February 6,2021.  The new dial includes new metrics and will consider numbers from 
a 7-day period, as opposed to a 14-day period.  A FAQ on the new dial is available 
here. Looking at these metrics, staff does not anticipate that Mesa County will 
change levels yet (unless there is some sort of broad executive decision, similar to 
when we moved up to orange), as the 7-day case count is greater than 300 (the new 
allowable amount for Level Yellow).  There are also no anticipated changes to the 
Variance Protection Program, but we will continue to provide information as it 
becomes available.  Here are a few of the highlights:   
• Counties in Level Green must now have no more than 15 COVID-19 cases per 
100,000 people in one week OR a comparable number cases in counties with under 
20,000 people. 
• Counties in Level Blue must now have between 15 and 100 COVID-19 cases per 
100,000 people in one week. 
• Counties in Level Yellow must now have between 100 and 300 COVID-19 cases 
per 100,000 people in one week. The rate of positive tests must be no more than 
7.5%. 
• Counties in Level Orange (where Mesa County and Fruita is now) must now have 
between 300 and 500 COVID-19 cases per 100,000 people in one week. The rate of 
positive tests must be no more than 10%. 
• Counties in Level Red will now have more than 501 COVID-19 cases per 100,000 
people in one week. At this level, hospital system capacity is constrained, and state 
assistance is requested for patient transport or staff augmentation. 
• In counties at Level Purple, statewide hospital capacity risks being breached, 
and crisis standards of care are approaching. 

• Grant for Food Bank of the Rockies.  This week, we awarded Food Bank of the 
Rockies a $10,000 grant to help offset the costs of food for Fruita Food Banks during 
2020. Food banks in the area saw an increase in use for most of last year.  There are 
four branches of food banks in Fruita that this funding will help, including Agape 

http://www.fruita.org/covid19
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18dDpH6Yhnb1ic0zxwhVdkElE0HZOEEEA/view


 
 

Food Bank, Canyon West Worship Center Food Bank, Hope of the Grand Valley, and the food 
bank at Victory Life Church.  We are thankful for this partnership with Food Bank of the Rockies 
and appreciate their efforts throughout the pandemic.  Thank you! This grant was funded 
through Coronavirus Relief funds.   

• COVID-19 Vaccine Update from MCPH.  After the changes to the vaccine distribution 
prioritization last week, Mesa County Public Health released a newsletter highlighting the 
changes and how to get vaccinated.  The full newsletter can be found here, and here are a few 
of the highlights:   

o Vaccine Distribution Update – Last week, Governor Polis announced an update to the 
COVID-19 vaccine prioritization list, in anticipation of receiving an increased supply of 
doses in Colorado.  MCPH will provide an interest form with the new phases before 
February 8.   

▪ Phase 1B will now be known as Phase 1B.1, which is where we are right now.  
This phase includes Coloradans 70 and older, as well as moderate risk health 
care workers and first responders.  individuals 70 and older will continue to be 
the highest priority for MCPH until more vaccine is received in Mesa County.   

▪ Phase 1B.2 includes Coloradans aged 65-69, as well as PreK-12 educators and 
childcare workers in licensed programs.  They will become eligible for 
vaccination on February 8.   

▪ Phase 1B.3 includes frontline essential workers and Coloradans ages 16-64 with 
two or more high-risk conditions.  They will be eligible to be vaccinated in early 
March.   

o How to Get Vaccinated – There are a number of ways for individuals to receive the 
vaccine when it becomes available, based on their distribution priority group.  Right 
now, during phase 1B.1, most health care workers and first responders who are eligible 
will have the option to sign up for a vaccine through their employer.  Individuals who 
are eligible because they are age 70 or older have a few options for receiving the 
vaccine, such as:  

▪ Fill out the vaccine interest form on the MCPH website here.  MCPH will contact 
you when vaccine is available and provide a link to make an appointment.   

▪ Check with your health care provider.  Both the VA Western Colorado and SCL 
Health, the parent company of St. Mary’s Medical Center, are contacting priority 
group patients who receive care at one of their facilities.   

• Vaccine Clinic at FHW.  If you noticed the Fruita Community Center and Family Health West 
(FHW) more busy than usual today, the hospital hosted a vaccine clinic.  FHW estimated that 
800 people age 70 years or older were able to get a vaccine at the clinic.  The participants were 
on the vaccine distribution from MCPH, and all had appointments to get the shot.  Thank you, 
Family Health West, for the great work!  

 

Housing Needs Survey  
The City of Grand Junction, the Grand Junction Economic Partnership, and their partners throughout the 
Grand Valley, have launched a housing needs survey.  The goal of the survey is to understand the 
decisions people make when choosing where to live and work. This survey will also help the partners 
accommodate the types of housing residents want and need.  Answers to the survey will inform 

https://mailchi.mp/5680dc4e8317/a-covid-message-in-your-own-words-3608072?e=d0875600e6
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdzxx8zXMae9RdapWcD9Bg-2P6BfY9YFNYhDekSWqE_8gstAg/viewform


 
 

important decisions about housing and land use.  More information and the link to take the survey can 
be found here.  

 
General Updates 

• New Residential Units. The City permitted 83 new residential units in 2020, up from 62 in 2019. 

The full report is below.  

• Commissions Approve Spotted Lanternfly Petition.  This week, the Mesa County Commissioners 

unanimously approved the Upper Grand Valley Pest Control District Advisory Committee’s 

(UGVPCD) petition to add the Spotted Lanternfly to the list of regulated species to be controlled 

within the District and to put this question on the ballot.  The UGVPCD currently has 12 

regulated insect species and six regulated weed species.  For more information, you can visit 

Mesa County’s blog here. 

• White Iced Virtual Celebration.  If you are interested in attending, the District #51 Foundation 

White Iced Celebration will be held virtually tomorrow night.  Full details at this link.   

• Loader Trainer.  On Monday, I joined the Public Works Department for training on the new Cat 

930 M Loader that was approved in this year’s budget.  The loader replaces the backhoe that the 

department was using and will be used to for a variety of purposes, such as installing the concrete 

drain inlet box (weights around 6,000 lbs.) on E. Aspen Avenue, for loading salt and chat into the 

dump trucks for snow removal, to maintain the pond properties, and to move concrete manholes 

and other heavy objects, and much more, including emergency uses.  While I am a bit 

disappointed that I did not get to drive the loader (or maybe relieved), I was excited to join Public 

Works for the training! 

 

 

https://www.gjcity.org/civicalerts.aspx?AID=198
http://blog.mesacounty.us/2021/02/commissioners-approve-spotted.html
https://www.trailblz.info/district51/EventComplete.aspx?eventid=46


 
 

Engineering  

• The Maple St. Improvements Project Phase 2 bid opening was held on Friday with the apparent 

low bidder being Sorter Construction with a bid amount of $415,965. 

• The Ash Street Sewer Project pre-construction meeting is scheduled for this coming Monday.  

Sorter Construction will also be constructing this project. 

 
Parks and Recreation  

• The Fruita Community Center (FCC) turned ten on Monday, February 1st! To mark the occasion, 
free cake and rally towels were given away to FCC visitors.  Memories and a Top 10 List of Things 
to Love About the FCC were shared on social media here.  We want to thank everyone who has 
used the FCC over the past 10 years – for fitness, for fun, to learn something new, to celebrate a 
special moment – thank you for sharing those moments of your life with us! We look forward to 
the future and making more memories with our community.   

• The newest edition of the Fruita Parks and Recreation bimonthly newsletter can be found here:  
Register Now for the 2021 Sweetheart Run.  This edition includes information on the 10 Year 
Anniversary of the FCC, new fitness classes and programs that are available (including the 
Sweetheart Run this month), upcoming Senior hikes, and more!  

• While the Fruita Community Center saw an increase in usage in January, it remains at about 44% 
of normal visitation (compared to ‘19/’20 visitations).  In January we had just over 8,000 visits to 
the FCC which is up from 5,700 visits in December 2020 but still down by over 10,000 visits 
compared to January 2020.  Overall, in 2020, the FCC had 82,001 visits which is down by over 
100,000 visits from 2019.  Anecdotally, we have seen an increase in pass registrations, and we 
have been hitting capacity in the pool during the weekends - so we hope to see even more 
visitation in the coming months.  See graph below.   

• The FCC is offering a new senior pass called RenewActive.  Many Silver and Fit pass holders have 
transitioned to a new insurance carrier and RenewActive is the counterpart to Silver and Fit.  
The Silver Sneakers program is still available.  If you have any questions about any of these 
senior pass options at the FCC, please contact the Front Desk at 970-858-0360.  Staff is available 
to answer questions. 

 
Planning & Development  
To see active reviews of current projects, you may visit: https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-
development-projects  
 
Land Use Code Amendments:  

• Vested Right Code Amendment (Approved) 

• Development Agreements Code Amendment (Approved) 

• Zoning and Density Bonus Code Amendments. These Code Amendments are currently out for 
public comment and will be more formally noticed once public hearing dates are set.  

• Short Term Rental Code Amendments can be found as this page. 

• Parking Standards   

• Landscaping/ Irrigation Design Standards: The Fruita Planning Team has asked Design Workshop 
to work with their staff Landscape Architects to provide the City suggestions for a more 

https://www.facebook.com/fruitaparksandrec/
https://us13.campaign-archive.com/?u=b4ff2fb91d021163a1d01cf84&id=86a5b1fd55
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/zoning-and-density-bonus-land-use-code-amendments
https://www.fruita.org/sites/default/files/fileattachments/community_development/page/30006/str_amendments_-_website.pdf
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/parking-standards-land-use-code-amendments


 
 

sustainable approach to irrigation usage within residential and commercial development 
proposals.  

• Design Standards: The links to the Code Amendments can be found at this page.   
 
Major/ Minor Subdivisions:      

• Dwell PUD Concept Plan (Approved)  

• Bradyville Minor Subdivision (Approved)  

• Cider Mills Preliminary Plan (Approved)  
 
Site Design Review/ Other Applications:      

• Coloramo Site Design Review (333 W Aspen) (Completed and Open)  

• Monument Powder Coating (1596 Cipolla) (Under Construction)  

• Pediatric Dental Specialist (197 & 101 Jurassic) (Under Construction)  

• Sycamore St ROW Vacation (Approved)  

• Lithic Arts Building Site Design Review (Approved)  

• Skalla Annexation, Zoning, and Minor Subdivision (Under Review)  

• Grand Valley Estates 3, Zoning and Annexation 

• Sunshine Short-Term Rental (Approved)  
 

Public Works  
• Crews are scheduled to begin work on the I-70 Billboard improvements on February 15, 2021, 

and it is expected that the work will take around two weeks to complete.  The work will improve 

the system to hold the wrapping in place, improve lighting, and will also include electrical 

upgrades.  The billboard is currently leased to Family Health West, and these improvements 

were budgeted for in the Marketing and Promotion budget this year.   

• Due to an increase in grease collections lately, Wastewater staff is preparing a grease education 

letter for restaurants.  Crews have hauled 2,000 gallons of grease form the I-70 lift station to the 

Wastewater Reclamation Facility.  Staff continues to encourage businesses and residents to 

dispose of grease properly and to never dispose of grease down a drain.   

• Tentatively, crews are planning to burn piles at the lagoons property early next week.  We have 

received a burn permit from Mesa County and will check air quality conditions before burning.  

A public works employee will be at the fire at all times while burning and Lower Valley Fire 

Department will also be aware of the burning.   

 

FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  
• Fruita raising funds for roundabouts art.   

• Colorado Winefest Art Contest names winning submission.   

• Gov. Polis announces vaccine for educators, updates timeline. 

• Grand Junction Bus Station is Changing Locations. 

• Mesa County eclipses 12,000 COVID-19 cases. 

• New proposal to potentially change the dial for COVID-19 restrictions. 

• What Cross Country Skiing Looked Like in Colorado in 1910. 

https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/design-standards-land-use-code-amendments
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/fruita-raising-funds-for-roundabout-art/article_e390f078-6197-11eb-b321-0702aeb3b6cb.html
https://www.nbc11news.com/2021/01/31/colorado-winefest-art-contest-names-winning-submission/
https://www.gjsentinel.com/breaking/breaking_news/gov-polis-announces-vaccines-for-educators-updates-timeline/article_0e382868-6275-11eb-9d44-2f8d677ee7dc.html
https://kool1079.com/grand-junction-bus-station-change/
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/mesa-county-eclipses-12-000-covid-19-cases/article_ff9914f0-6343-11eb-955d-1b4c76972ef2.html
https://www.kjct8.com/2021/02/02/new-proposal-to-potentially-change-the-dial-for-covid-19-restrictions/
https://newcountry991.com/what-cross-country-skiing-looked-like-in-colorado-in-1910/


 
 

• State rolls out applications for renewed federal unemployment insurance programs. 

• Firefighters to burn slash piles in Mesa County. 

• Crews Manage Tamarisk Along the Dolores River. 

• Mesa County Commissioners approve petition about the Spotted Lanternfly. 

• Suspects arrested for breaking into cars in Fruita. 

• D51 Foundation’s White Iced Virtual Celebration coming up Feb. 6! 

• School board vote to initiate search for future superintendent candidates. 

• Colorado Mesa University Helps Researchers Studying COVID-19 Genome. 

• State to loosen up COVID dial restrictions. 

• Crossing the finish line: second doses start in Mesa County. 

• Study showcases university impact in Mesa County. 

• 5-Star Certified Businesses Still Need to Sell Their Safety to Coronavirus Leery Patrons. 

• CDOT and partners join for DUI enforcement ahead of Super Bowl Weekend. 

• February Golden Apple Award: Mr. Joe Padon! 

• City of GJ conducts Housing Needs Survey. 

• Keep BLM HQ here, Polis urges Biden.             

• Poll shows concern for nature, about wildfires and climate change.              
 

UPCOMING EVENTS (Please let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if 
multiple council members plan to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you when 
needed.):   

• February 6, 2021 – Virtual White Iced Event to benefit District #51 Foundation.  More 
information here.   

• February 7-14, 2021 – Virtual Sweetheart 5K/10K Run.   

• Due to Public Health Orders in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, most events remain 
cancelled for the time being.    

 
CC. Department Directors 
 
Do you have questions about anything in the Weekly Information Update? Please feel free to email us at 
communications@fruita.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/state-rolls-out-applications-for-renewed-federal-unemployment-insurance-programs/article_e3ea8724-6263-11eb-8cef-5bd3231f0eeb.html
https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/firefighters-to-burn-slash-piles-in-mesa-county/
https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/crews-manage-tamarisk-along-the-dolores-river/
https://www.kjct8.com/2021/02/03/mesa-county-commissioners-approve-petition-about-the-spotted-lanternfly/
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/blotter/suspects-arrested-for-breaking-into-cars-in-fruita/article_d5d7ccb8-64e4-11eb-bd55-0f85e7ba5078.html
https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/d51-foundations-white-iced-virtual-celebration-coming-up-feb-6/
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/school-board-votes-to-initiate-search-for-future-superintendent-candidates/article_f4aa7610-6582-11eb-b3b9-f7e40331650a.html
https://denver.cbslocal.com/2021/02/02/colorado-mesa-university-helps-researchers-studying-covid-19-genome/
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/state-to-loosen-up-covid-dial-restrictions/article_80104362-6590-11eb-9f4e-7bf9b44bc257.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/crossing-the-finish-line-second-doses-start-in-mesa-county/article_d91a8914-6652-11eb-a429-c7a75b0ddf9b.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/business/study-showcases-university-impact-in-mesa-county/article_187f812a-6646-11eb-ba53-17c2e487d02e.html
https://www.cpr.org/2021/02/04/5-star-certified-businesses-still-need-to-sell-their-safety-to-coronvirus-leery-patrons/
https://www.westernslopenow.com/colorado-news/cdot-and-partners-join-for-dui-enforcement-ahead-of-super-bowl-weekend/
https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/february-golden-apple-award-mr-joe-padon/
https://www.nbc11news.com/2021/02/05/city-of-gj-conducts-housing-needs-survey/
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/keep-blm-hq-here-polis-urges-biden/article_a6be4be0-670b-11eb-96ea-6f306d5d3626.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/poll-shows-concern-for-nature-about-wildfires-and-climate-change/article_d5711bc0-670b-11eb-9770-8ff45e5de09d.html
https://www.trailblz.info/district51/EventComplete.aspx?eventid=46
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