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Weekly Info Update 

To:   MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From:  MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date:  NOVEMBER 22, 2019  

Re:   WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE   

City Offices will be closed next Thursday and Friday for Thanksgiving.   
We hope that everyone has a great Thanksgiving!  
 
Tuesday’s City Council Workshop  
Prior to the Council workshop is an executive session at 6:30 pm. The workshop will 
begin at 7pm. There are four items on the agenda for the Workshop meeting on 
Tuesday night.  We will begin by discussing any outstanding issues for the 2020 
Budget, and then discuss the lodging tax.  The meeting will conclude with an update 
on the 5-2-1 Drainage Authority, and the Village at Country Creek Speed Limit 
Discussion.   
 

Fruita in Motion: Comprehensive Plan Open Houses 
This week, the Planning and Development Department and I hosted two open houses 
on the Community Plan Update.  We had good turnouts at both Fruita Monument 
High School and at the Church of Latter-day Saints.  To date, we have hosted several 
open houses at local schools and met with many community groups to hear feedback 
on the proposed plan.  Due to the recent illness spreading and with the holidays, we 
(City and Shelledy Administration) have decided to cancel the open house at Shelledy 
Elementary School that was scheduled for December 2nd.  They will be sending an 
email to parents about the change and encouraging them to visit 
www.fruitainmotion.org to participate in the same exercises. We will continue to 
leave the planning boards up at the Fruita Community Center as well during the busy 
holiday week that we typically experience more visitors than average.  

 
Transportation Impact Fees (Continued) 
On Tuesday November 12th, the Planning Commission voted 5-2 recommending 
approval of the Amending Chapter 19 of the Fruita Municipal Code regarding 
Transportation Impact Fees. This application is considered a Land Use Code 
Amendment, which is a legislative action, where a recommendation is provided by 
Planning Commission and a decision is finalized upon second reading by City Council. 
The Planning Commission discussed this Land Use Code Amendment at length during 
deliberations and spent a lot of time evaluating the potential outcomes. The Fruita 
City Council will hear this application on December 17th, 2019. The packet for that 

http://www.fruitainmotion.org/


 
 

meeting will be posted as always, the Friday prior and will include minutes from the Planning 
Commission meeting and any other comments received.  Like always, we very much appreciate those 
taking part in the public process.  

 
General Updates 

• This week, Odette and I met with all full-time employees in every Department and presented on 
the proposed 2020 Budget and answered questions from staff.  In addition to an overview of the 
proposed 2020 budget, we discussed the structure of our government, vision, goals, values and 
continued emphasis on priorities of the “Community First” approach; “Prioritizing Existing” 
employees, amenities, services; and planning for the future; “Mastering Our Trades” in each  
position and “Continuous Improvement” as tied to performance measures and goals. We also 
celebrated accomplishments of this year as we set the stage for 2020.  

• The Grand Valley Transit is offering Ride Free Saturdays for the holiday shopping season 
beginning on Small Business Saturday on November 30, 2019.  All Mesa County residents and 
visitors can ride the GVT fixed route all day Saturday for four consecutive Saturdays, starting 
November 30, 2019 to December 21, 2019.  The GVT will also take passengers to Fruita on 
December 14th for the Holiday Christmas and Parade of Lights and Craft Fair.  The full flyer is 
provided below.   

• Save the Date – the Fruita Chamber of Commerce has scheduled the Annual Awards Banquet for 
Saturday, February 8th, 2020 at 5:30 p.m. For more information, you can visit this link.  

• With the recent illness spreading around the Grand Valley, Mesa County Public Health hosted a 
Facebook Live Q & A to answer questions from the community on the outbreak.  To view the 
discussion, click the link here.  The Health Department also put out a flyer on stopping the 
spread of the illness that can be found below (in both English and Spanish).       

• The Fruita Youth Initiative has released the Spring 2020 schedule for the Start the Conversation 
Fruita events.  These discussions are an opportunity for both parents and youth to learn about 
important topics that our community may be facing.  The next Start the Conversation event will 
be on December 18, 2019 and the topic will be on Marijuana use, and the Spring discussions will 
focus on resilience and happiness, stress management, suicide prevent, and social media use.  
For a list of the upcoming events, view the calendar below.   

• Led by the Employee Engagement Committee, the City will be gathering items of need at the 
Civic Center for the residents of The Oaks in Fruita for Christmas.  

 

Engineering 
• J.2 Road is being prepped for paving.  If the weather holds, plans are to pave next week prior to 

Thanksgiving. 
 

Parks and Recreation 
• Due to the illness outbreak that shut down our local schools at the end of the week, staff has 

implemented a cleaning plan to disinfect the Fruita Community Center daily and as best as 
possible.  We will continue to do this until we are comfortable that the virus is under control in 
the area. 

http://info.fruitachamber.org/events/details/2020-annual-banquet-fruita-area-chamber-of-commerce-11812
https://www.facebook.com/MesaCountyPublicHealth/videos/641248106410121/?__tn__=kC-R&eid=ARBurpgZWv5mJC0z05geZZjlccOITBPqKImU_QXZ6eyxL4rw2Nc9w_ybMwBKZOe6OTj0MWjVQlRqLiMd&hc_ref=ARRqBD6dh3ILbY6YbPPBbbbPbrwuoyCl0pN8H9JyCPY0JaJz-xXjmxyernpJblRZHUA


 
 

• There were 6 landscape architects and 5 artists who submitted to work on the Round-a-bouts 
for the City.  Staff will be assembling a selection committee, mostly from the Arts and Culture 
Board to select an architect and artist moving forward. 

• Two members of the Arts and Culture Board and staff meet with a local resident to review 
artwork to be potentially donated to the City of Fruita.  Discussions will continue. 

• Proposals for the Parks, Health, Recreation, Open Space and Trails Master Plan are due next 
Wednesday, November 27th.  Proposals will be reviewed on December 2nd and selected 
consultants will be invited to interview in-person on December 16th. 

• Christmas Lights will be turned on next Wednesday, Thanksgiving Eve.  Thanks to the parks crew 
for all their hard work over the past several weeks setting up lights.  We are all anticipating a 
spectacular show. 

 
Planning & Development  
To see active reviews of current projects, you may visit: https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-
development-projects  
  
Major/ Minor Subdivisions:     

• KCP Minor Subdivision (536 Kokopelli Blvd)  

Site Design Review:      

• Coloramo Site Design Review (333 W Aspen) 

• Monument Powder Coating (1596 Cipolla)  

• Pediatric Dental Specialist (197 & 101 Jurassic) 

Other Land Use Applications:    

• Vic’s Place VRBO  

• Diddo House VRBO  
• Transportation Impact Fee Land Use Code Amendment  

 
Public Works 

• This week staff participated in the annual stormwater audit and scored the highest we ever 
have. New efforts to help with this included the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board rain barrel 
education event and other intentional prevention efforts.  

 
FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  

• Fall riding in Western Colorado.  

• All Mesa County Valley School District 51 schools closed as illnesses spread.   

• New runway at Grand Junction Regional Airport proceeding as planned.  

• 2019 Salty Cross bike race in Fruita.  

• Federal grant will evaluate framework of future water bank.  

• Hope of the Grand Valley’s Christmas Benefit.  

• Grand Valley Transit “Free Ride Saturday” starts Nov. 30.  

• 4 Mesa County Schools Have Closed, More Scrubbed Clean As Mystery Illness Spreads.  

• Outdoor rec coalition faces new challenges.  

https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects
https://www.montrosepress.com/news/outdoors/fall-riding-in-western-colorado/article_a0403640-0765-11ea-b488-cb214e1f20b4.html
https://kdvr.com/2019/11/20/4-mesa-county-schools-closed-more-cleaned-as-illness-spreads/
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/project-runway-at-airport/article_c74eea1e-076b-11ea-badd-20677ce85d90.html
https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/2019-salty-cross-bike-race-in-fruita/
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/federal-grant-will-evaluate-framework-of-future-water-bank/article_94ba897c-09bf-11ea-b32a-20677ce07cb4.html
https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Hope-for-the-granf-valley-christmas-party--565093442.html
https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Grand-Valley-Transit-Free-Ride-Saturday-starts-Nov-30-565114102.html
https://www.cpr.org/2019/11/19/another-mesa-county-school-is-closing-and-more-are-getting-scrubbed-clean-as-mystery-illness-spreads/
https://www.gjsentinel.com/opinion/editorials/outdoor-rec-coalition-faces-new-challenges/article_d5d09318-0ae9-11ea-bbf0-20677ce85d90.html


 
 

• Canadian diplomat visits Grand Junction.  

• State employment rate best in four decades.  

• Older Coloradans are working longer and demanding an updated set of tech skills.     

• Fruita hospital adds telemedicine services.  

• Free admission to Colorado State Parks on Black Friday.                  

 
UPCOMING EVENTS (Please let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if 
multiple council members plan to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you when 
needed.):   

• December 11, 2019 – Coffee with the City Manager at Camilla’s Kaffe at 8:00 a.m. 

• December 14, 2019 – Holiday Arts and Crafts Fair, 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., Fruita Community 
Center. 

• December 14, 2019 – Holiday Christmas and Parade of Lights – Downtown Fruita at Dusk.   

• December 18, 2019 – Cookies N’ Claus at the Fruita Community Center at 6:00 p.m. 

• December 18, 2029 – Start the Conversation on the topic of Marijuana, Fruita Community 
Center from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.  

• January 15, 2020 – Start the Conversation on Resilience and Happiness, Fruita Community 
Center from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

• February 8, 2020 – Fruita Chamber of Commerce Annual Banquet at the Fruita Community 
Center, 5:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. If interested, RSVP here.   

• February 15, 2020 – Sweetheart 5K/10K Run at 9:00 a.m., Fruita Community Center.   

• February 18, 2020 – Start the Conversation on the topic of Stress Management, Fruita 
Community Center from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.   

• March 7, 2020 – An Evening of Art in Fruita, 6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m., Fruita Community Center. 

• March 11, 2020 – Start the Conversation on the topic of Suicide Prevention, Fruita Community 
Center from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

• April 4, 2020 – 9 Health Fair at the Fruita Community Center, 7:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.  

• April 8, 2020 – Easter Egg Scramble at 4:00 p.m., Fruita Community Center.   

• April 15, 2020 – Fruita Back to Summer Fair, Fruita Community Center Meeting from 5:30 p.m. 
to 7:00 p.m.  

• April 22, 2020 – Start the Conversation on the topic of Social Media Use, Fruita Community 
Center from 6:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.  

• April 18, 2020 – Youth Scholarship Golf Tournament at 9:00 a.m., Adobe Creek Golf Course.  

• The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website or at this link.  

• The 2019 Events Information is also available online here. 
 
CC. Department Directors 
 
Do you have questions about anything in the Weekly Information Update? Please feel free to email us at 
communications@fruita.org.  

https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/canadian-diplomat-visits-grand-junction/article_6491e92c-0b5c-11ea-ab61-20677ce05640.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/state-employment-rate-best-in-four-decades/article_b1b25ada-0b5b-11ea-8a47-20677ce05640.html
https://coloradosun.com/2019/11/19/older-coloradans-are-working-longer-and-demanding-an-updated-set-of-tech-skills/
https://thebusinesstimes.com/fruita-hospital-adds-telemedicine-services/
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/Free-admission-to-Colorado-state-parks-on-black-Friday-565315671.html
mailto:selena@fruitachamber.org
http://www.fruita.org/calendar
https://www.fruita.org/sites/default/files/fileattachments/parks_and_recreation/page/302/2019_calendar_of_events_1.4.19.pdf
mailto:communications@fruita.org


 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 


