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Weekly Info Update 

To:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From: MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date:  OCTOBER 18, 2019  

Re:  WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE   

 
Tuesday’s City Council Workshop 
There are three items for discussion at the workshop, these include: (1) an update to 
a recently passed state law regarding marijuana, (2) discussion on outside agency 
funding requests and (3) a discussion on transportation impact fees.  

 
Economic Development Forum Recap 
On Thursday night, the Fruita Chamber of Commerce hosted the 2019 Economic 
Development Forum at the Civic Center.  There was a great turnout and a full 
discussion on the Community Plan Update and future economic development in 
Fruita.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

General Updates 

• We met with a prospective company this week who is highly considering relocating and 
purchasing property in Fruita. We have follow-up visits in the works.   

• We met with another mountain bike company regarding the Fruita Trails Initiative and 
maintaining and building new trails.  

• We met with the new Museum Director to discuss our current lease and partnerships with 
Dinosaur Journey.  

• Dan Caris and I presented to the Fruita Rotary Club and discussed in depth the Fruita in Motion 
Comprehensive Plan. 

• I attended the Greater Grand Junction Sports Commission Board meeting and passed on the 
Tourism Board’s swag items for the Rim Rock Run participant packets.  

• I was also able to meet with the new Assistant Superintendent of the school District and discuss 
the many partnerships we have with the local schools.  

• In partnership with the Fruita Chamber of Commerce we hosted the annual Fruita Economic 
Development Forum at the Civic Center Thursday night and Gabby with SE Group engaged the 
group on the comprehensive plan related to development. 

• In September, Fruita residents recycled 48 tons of cans, bottles, paper, and cardboard.  The full 
report is provided below.  

• We had a small but productive group at Beer with the City Manager at Suds Brothers Tuesday 
night.  It was great to hear from local business owners and managers, and we discussed the 
Community Plan and collaborative marketing efforts.   

• Staff attended the Associated Governments of Northwest Colorado (AGNC) Board of Directors 
and Members Meeting at the Fruita Community Center on Wednesday.  Staff heard legislative 
updates from state and federal representatives.  Also, there were speakers from the Colorado 
Air and Space Port, Colorado Mesa University, and other agencies.  If you would like to discuss, 
as always, just let me know.   

• The Colorado West Land Trust is hosting an open house to celebrate conservation success in 
Grand Junction on November 1st, 2019 from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Food and beverages will be 
included.  If you would like to attend, please let Deb or I know.   

• If you’re heading to the Community Center or the Riverfront Trail this weekend, just a friendly 
reminder, the Hope of the Grand Valley 5K/10K Run/Walk will be held this Saturday.  The races 
start at 10:00 a.m. with awards to follow. 
 

Engineering 
• Einstein's Bagels is open for business. 

• Curb ramps on Aspen Ave at the Circle were installed this week.  They will need to cure for a few 
days and will be fully open next week. 

 
Parks and Recreation 

• The Parks Crew has been busy with winterizing the parks, and has been mowing lawns, blowing 
our sprinklers, and shutting off the water.   

 
 



 
 

Planning & Development  
To see active reviews of current projects, you may visit: https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-
development-projects  
  
Major/ Minor Subdivisions:     

• KCP Minor Subdivision (536 Kokopelli Blvd)  

 

Site Design Review:      

• Quench Drinks Site Design Review is complete and under construction.  

• Coloramo Site Design Review (333 W Aspen) 

 

Other Land Use Applications:    

• Richwood Avenue VRBO   
• Little Imaginations Conditional Use Permit to operate a childcare facility at 433 E Aspen Avenue 

 
Police 

• Welcome to our newest police officer, Ed Pacheco.  
 

Public Works 
• Building Maintenance staff met with Museum staff to discuss for capital improvement needs at 

Dinosaur Journey and projects budgeted for 2020.  

• Utility crews will be starting to shut down irrigation distributions systems on Monday, October 
21st. It is expected that there will be water in the canals for another week or so. 

• Amanda Downie passed her Class A Commercial Driver’s License exam today. Amanda has 
worked on our facilities crew for about a year doing everything from traffic safety, to building 
maintenance, to irrigation and we are excited to see her progress.    

 

FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  

• Increased Bear Activity in Mesa County. 
• Health insurance rates to drop 20% next year.  

• District 51 wants your input on the 2019-2020 school calendar.   
• Outdoor safety for kids. 
• District 51 sees 26% spike in seniors applying to college during free application week. 
• Ballots mailed out.  

• Opportunities After High School for D51 Students. 
• Youngs Creek Fire Update.   

• Grand Valley students take part in Nuclear Science Week.              
 

UPCOMING EVENTS (Please let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if 
multiple council members plan to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you when 
needed.):  

https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects
https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Increased-Bear-Activity-in-Mesa-County-562860341.html
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/health-insurance-rates-to-drop-next-year/article_e8c2571a-ebe8-11e9-8061-20677ce07cb4.html&ct=ga&cd=CAEYACoTMjI0OTcyMzQ1MzEyODMzMTAzMDIaMTQ5ZDZiMmU5YmEyMWFhMzpjb206ZW46VVM&usg=AFQjCNFXinGdIBfbr7GJFqtaLYIUHrZLxA
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/District-51-wants-your-input-on-the-2019-2020-school-calendar--563073921.html
https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Outdoor-safety-for-kids--563174921.html
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/563165681.html
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/563245651.html
https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/opportunities-after-high-school-for-d51-students/
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/Fire-on-Grand-Mesa--563311981.html
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/563312691.html


 
 

• October 19, 2019 – Hope of the Grand Valley 5k/10k, 10:00 a.m. at the Riverfront Trail.   

• October 25, 2019 – Fruita Fourth Friday, Downtown Fruita, 5:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. N. Mulberry 
between Aspen Ave. and the alley is planned to be closed with games and a bonfire for s’mores.  

• October 26, 2019 – Truck and Treat at Civic Center Park, 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  

• October 29, 2019 – Coffee with the City Manager at Judy’s Restaurant at 7:00 a.m. 

• October 31, 2019 – Trick or Treat Street, Downtown Fruita, 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.  

• November 1, 2019 – Colorado West Land Trust Open House, 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  

• November 2, 2019 – Rim Rock Marathon, Colorado National Monument, Fruita Co at 8:00 a.m.  

• November 4, 2019 – Walk Snooks Bottom with the City Manager at 9:00 a.m. 

• December 11, 2019 – Coffee with the City Manager at Camilla’s Kaffe at 8:00 a.m. 

• December 14, 2019 – Holiday Arts and Crafts Fair, 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., Fruita Community 
Center. 

• December 14, 2019 – Holiday Christmas and Parade of Lights – Downtown Fruita at Dusk.   

• December 18, 2019 – Cookies N’ Claus at the Fruita Community Center at 6:00 p.m. 

• The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website or at this link.  

• The 2019 Events Information is also available online here. 
 
CC. Department Directors 
 
Do you have questions about anything in the Weekly Information Update? Please feel free to email us at 
communications@fruita.org.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fruita.org/calendar
https://www.fruita.org/sites/default/files/fileattachments/parks_and_recreation/page/302/2019_calendar_of_events_1.4.19.pdf
mailto:communications@fruita.org


 
 

 
 



 
 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 


