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Weekly Info Update 

To:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From: MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date:  JULY 3, 2019 

Re:  WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE   

Happy Fourth of July!  
Tonight, we will be hosting the annual of 3rd of July Fireworks display around 9:30 
p.m.  The fireworks will be launched from Snooks Bottom.  At the Civic Center, there 
will be 3rd of July Celebration featuring free hotdogs and live music.  The full flyer for 
the 3rd of July Party can be found below.  The celebration starts at 6:00 p.m., and we 
hope to see you there!  

 
Introducing Online Utility Payments (continued) 
Coming soon… Fruita residents will have the ability to pay their utility bills online!  
24/7 online access will be available to residents with options to pay via credit card, 
debit card, or eCheck.  A convenience fee will apply to online payments.  This option 
will be available through a link from the City’s website at www.fruita.org or by 
visiting www.colorado.gov/payment/cityoffruita.  The City will continue to offer a 
variety of other utility payment options as well.  We are excited to offer this new 
payment option for utility billing and hope it offers a convenient way to make bill 
paying a bit easier.  For more information, please visit this link.   

 
Warning: Dangerous High-Water Conditions (continued) 
Highwater levels continue to create potentially dangerous river conditions on the 
Colorado River and Gunnison River. The Colorado Riverfront Trail remains closed in 
multiple sections throughout the valley, including in Fruita at Reed Wash where the 
trail underpasses I-70. High water has again topped the trail at this location and staff 
continues to monitor it. For information on current river conditions and safety 
hazards, please visit the Mesa County Emergency Preparedness website.   

 
General Updates 

• We had a great turnout at Coffee with the City Manager at Enstroms Candies on 
Tuesday.  The group and I discussed growth and development, improving our 
infrastructure, roads, and bridges, and the City’s current projects.  The conversations 
were very productive. The next Explore Fruita with the City Manager will be on July 
31, 2019 at 7:00 p.m., and we will be paddle-boarding at Imondi Wake Zone.  The full 
flyer can be found below.   

https://www.fruita.org/administration/page/online-utility-payment-options-coming-soon
https://sheriff.mesacounty.us/community-resources/emergency-preparedness/?fbclid=IwAR3k2bRxwX0Bnz0lVsorWFAT9ibiHkOfIS59SOu6ULvMQfBT3D1IUQRURtQ


   
 

 
 

• The Summer City Link should be arriving at homes and businesses this week.  If you want to view 
it a bit early, you can here. 

• Over the weekend, the Colorado River flows increased to around 30,000 CFS, and the Kokopelli 
Section of the Colorado Riverfront Trail is again flooded at Reed Wash.  Late last week, the trail 
was free of water, and crews were working on cleaning the mud and debris off the trail.  With 
water levels rising again, the trail will remain closed until further notice.   

•  The Fruita Chamber of Commerce will be hosting a ribbon cutting for the grand opening of 
Karma Kitchen next Monday, July 8th, at 5:00 p.m.  The flyer is provided below.   

• On Monday night, the School District 51 Board approved placing a resolution to place a question 
on the November ballot, asking voters to approve a $179.5 million bond measure.  As proposed 
by Board, the bond would be used to build a new Grand Junction High School, as well as make 
repairs and updates to Central High School, Fruita Monument, and Palisade High School.  The 
full release from the school district can be found here: D51 approves ballot measure.  

• On July 11th, 2019, from 3:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m., The Colorado Office of Economic Development 
and International Trade (OEDIT) will be hosting a Rural Prosperity Resource Tour in the Council 
Chambers at the Civic Center.  OEDIT will be providing information to the community about 
various programs, funding, and resources state agencies offer.  At the resource fair, 
organizations will be providing free business consulting and additional information on their 
respective programs. Both events are free to attend and open to the public. If you are interested 
in attending, you can RSVP here.  

• on July 31, 2019 at 9:30 a.m., the Mesa County RTPO staff is hosting a meet and greet with new 
staff.  Please the full flyer below.   

 
Administration/Finance 

• Closing on the 2019 Refunding and Improvements Bonds is scheduled for July 9 and the team 
has been working diligently on finalizing all the necessary documents. 

• Staff has been working on quarterly grant reimbursement requests.  Final pay requests have 
been submitted for the Lagoon Redevelopment grant and the North Fruita Desert Trails Master 
Plan. 

• Staff is also working on updating budget procedures in preparation of kicking off the 2020 
Budget development process. 

 
Engineering 

• The bid date of the Highway 6 Sewer Extension closed this afternoon and we received five 
responses.  The bids tabulation will be uploaded to our website later this week at this link: 
Revised 2019 Hwy 6&50 Sanitary Sewer Extension Project.     

• The thermal heave on the Kokopelli Section of the Riverfront Trail, west of Reed Wash, has been 
removed and will be replaced this Friday.  Engineering is coordinating with Parks on when the 
concrete will be able to accept traffic loads.   
 

Parks and Recreation 
• It’s Go Time – July 3rd Fireworks is set so get to your favorite location to watch Fruita’s fireworks 

display.  Parks and Recreation would like to thank the following agencies and organizations for 

https://www.fruita.org/sites/default/files/fileattachments/community/page/17931/city_link_summer_2019_web.pdf
https://www.d51schools.org/news/what_s_new/d51_board_approves_ballot_measure
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/rural-prosperity-roadshow-stop-in-fruita-tickets-63990107133
https://www.fruita.org/publicworks/page/revised-2019-highway-6-50-sanitary-sewer-extension-project


   
 

 
 

helping with the making this a safe and fun event:  Lower Valley Fire Department. Fruita Police 
Department, Colorado Highway Patrol, Colorado Department of Transportation, Mesa County, 
Bureau of Land Management, Fireworks West, and CC Enterprises. 

• Western Rockies Federal Credit Union also needs a huge kudos for sponsoring the fireworks 
show and enabling this event to continue – Thank You! 

• It’s summertime at the Fruita Community Center – in June, 20,849 patrons paid to swim, play 
basketball, workout and generally get out of the heat.  The FCC visitation surpassed 100,000 for 
2019 and is tracking approximately 5,000 more visits than in 2018. The full report can be found 
below.   

 
Planning & Development  
 
To see active reviews of current projects, you may visit: https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-
development-projects  
  
Major/ Minor Subdivisions:     

• Iron Wheel Major Subdivision final plat/plan application under review.     

• Garden Estates Final Plat (located at 910 Adams Drive, south of I-70 and west of 18 Road in 

Fruita, Colorado.)        

• Grand Valley Estates 2 Final Plan/Final Plat (1849 J 2/10 Rd)   

• Bradyville Annexation & Zoning Petition (1897 L Rd)   

• KCP Minor Subdivision (536 Kokopelli Blvd)  

Site Design Review:      

• Raptor Rd Storage (614 Raptor Rd Storage) is ready to pick up their planning clearance.  

• Colorado Canyons (Family Health West) is far along on the construction of the hospital 

expansion.    

• Einstein’s Bagels/Qdoba: (401 Jurassic Ave #B) has received their planning clearance and has 

started construction.   

• Quench Drinks Site Design Review   

 

Other Land Use Applications:    

• 168 N. Elm VRBO  

• 604 E. Aspen Ave VRBO  

 

Police Department  

• Mind Springs Crisis Stabilization Unit closure (continued): RMHP and Mind Springs have reached 
a temporary agreement to keep the Crisis Stabilization Unit and Mobile Response open and 
active for 60 days. Long-term planning is still taking place. 

  
 

https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects


   
 

 
 

Public Works 
• Public Works crews completed the street striping project around town and striped a total line 

footage of 339,964 feet of striped bike lanes, yellow dividers, and fog lines.  

• Crews have completed the first phase of ventilation testing for the H2S study on the Gravity 
sewer line that feeds the Wastewater Reclamation Plant.   

• Due to the high volumes of irrigation water being used, crews have been working on cleaning 
head gates after hours to maintain water flows.   

 
FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  

• 4th of July events around Western Colorado.   
• Colorado Welcome Center State Maps.  

• Patagonia’s Newest Bike Film Is the Best Kind of Rad.   

• Will Multi-Use Campuses Attract Outdoor Brands to the Western Slope?  
• D51 Looking to Upgrade Campus Security.     
• Navy Week is coming to the Grand Valley.  
• Bond measure to rebuild Grand Junction High School on ballot.  
• Flood advisory issued for several Colorado rivers near Grand Junction.       
• Who pays for it?  

• River conditions good for rafting business.  
• Mesa County jobless rate back below 3%.  
• Grand Junction and Jefferson County pursue free trade zones to encourage economic growth.  
• Firefighters Letting Doe Canyon Fire Burn Southwest of Grand Junction.  

• Fireworks return for Fourth of July. 
• First Ride: Juliana Maverick.               

 
UPCOMING EVENTS (Please let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if 
multiple council members plan to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you when 
needed.):  
  

• July 6, 2019 - Fruita Farmers Market at Civic Center Park, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  

• July 11, 2019 – Rural Prosperity Resource Tour and Business Showcase, hosted by Colorado 
Office of Economic Development and International Trade – at the Civic Center from 3:30 p.m. to 
6:30 p.m.  

• July 11, 2019 – Riverfront Concert Series – Tab Benoit at James M. Robb Fruita State Park, gates 
open at 5:30 p.m., show starts at 7:00 p.m. Tickets required. We will also receive our Starburst 
Award on stage prior to the concert for the Kokopelli Section of the Colorado Riverfont Trail 
project.  

• July 11, 2019 – Fruita Chamber of Commerce Business After Hours at Dinosaur Journey 
Museum, 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  

• July 11, 2019 - Thursday Night Concert – Bluegrass Offenders (Bluegrass) at 7:30 p.m. at Civic 
Center Park.  

• July 13, 2019 – Fruita Farmers Market at Civic Center Park, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/512167762.html
https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/colorado-welcome-center-state-maps/
https://gearjunkie.com/patagonia-life-of-pie-film-mountain-biking
https://www.5280.com/2019/06/will-multi-use-campuses-attract-outdoor-brands-to-the-western-slope/
https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/d51-looking-to-upgrade-campus-security/
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/Navy-Week-is-coming-to-the-Grand-Valley-512058582.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/bond-measure-to-rebuild-grand-junction-high-school-on-ballot/article_8a67cfa2-9c8c-11e9-9b69-20677ce07cb4.html
https://www.outtherecolorado.com/flood-advisory-issued-for-several-colorado-rivers-near-grand-junction/
https://www.gjsentinel.com/special_sections/real_estate/who-pays-for-it/article_a56c1266-9c11-11e9-9dd6-20677ce06c14.html
https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/River-conditions-good-for-rafting-business-512089442.html
https://thebusinesstimes.com/mesa-county-jobless-rate-back-below-3-percent/
https://coloradosun.com/2019/07/03/grand-junction-and-jefferson-county-pursue-free-trade-zones-to-encourage-economic-growth/
https://denver.cbslocal.com/video/4116739-firefighters-letting-doe-canyon-fire-burn-southwest-of-grand-junction/
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/fireworks-return-for-fourth-of-july/article_69d46d3e-9d56-11e9-b732-20677ce85d90.html
https://www.bikemag.com/gear/first-ride-juliana-maverick/


   
 

 
 

• July 18, 2019 – Thursday Night Concert – Frank Bregar Orchestra (Big Band) at 7:30 p.m. at Civic 
Center Park.  

• July 20, 2019 – Fruita Farmers Market at Civic Center Park, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

• July 25, 2019 – Thursday Night Concert – Slim Pickins (Bluegrass) at 7:30 p.m. at Civic Center 
Park.  

• July 27, 2019 – Fruita Farmers Market at Civic Center Park, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

• July 31, 2019 – Paddleboard with the City Manager at Imondi Wake Zone at 7:00 p.m.  

• August 1, 2019 – Thursday Night Concert – Oxymorons (Top 40/Rock Covers) at 7:30 p.m. at 
Civic Center Park.  

• August 3, 2019 – Fruita Farmers Market at Civic Center Park, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

• August 8, 2019 – Thursday Night concert – The Williams Brothers Band (Blues Rock/Grit 
Country) at 7:30 p.m. at Civic Center Park. 

• August 10, 2019 – Fruita Farmers Market at Civic Center Park, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

• August 13, 2019 - Walk downtown Fruita with the City Manager at 10:00 a.m. - meet at the Civic 
Center.  

• August 17, 2019 – Fruita Farmers Market at Civic Center Park, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

• August 21, 2019 – Beer or Rootbeer with the City Manager at Copper Club Brewery at 5:30 p.m 

• August 24, 2019 – Fruita Farmers Market at Civic Center Park, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

• August 31, 2019 – Fruita Farmers Market at Civic Center Park, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

• September 5, 2019 – Coffee with the City Manager at Fruita Starbucks at 7:30 a.m.  

• September 24, 2019 – Hike Dino Hill with Mike at 4:00 p.m.  

• September 27-29, 2019 – Fruita Fall Festival, Downtown Fruita  

• The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website or at this link.  

• The 2019 Events Information is also available online here. 
 

 
CC. Department Directors 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fruita.org/calendar
https://www.fruita.org/sites/default/files/fileattachments/parks_and_recreation/page/302/2019_calendar_of_events_1.4.19.pdf


   
 

 
 

 



   
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   
 

 
 

 

 



   
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 



   
 

 
 

 



   
 

 
 

 



   
 

 
 

 

 



   
 

 
 

 


