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Weekly Info Update 

To:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From: MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date:  JUNE 14, 2019 

Re:  WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE   

Monday’s City Council Meeting 
Just a quick reminder, our City Council meeting next week is scheduled for Monday 
instead of Tuesday due to the CML Conference.  There are nine items on the consent 
agenda and no legislative hearings scheduled.  There are three quasi-judicial 
hearings, one Liquor License Application for Karma Kitchen and two Planning and 
Development Items.    
 

City of Fruita Credit Rating Upgrade 
The City of Fruita received an upgrade in the unenhanced Bond Rating from A+ to AA- 
with a stable outlook for the 2019 Sales and Use Tax Refunding Bonds from S&P 
Global Ratings.  The ratings reflect S&P’s assessment that Fruita has an adequate 
economy, strong management with good financial policies, strong budgetary 
performance, very strong budgetary flexibility, very strong liquidity, adequate debt 
and contingent liability position, and strong institutional framework. A copy of the 
press release and full credit report are attached below.  Kudos to everyone’s efforts 
to make this happen!  
 

Introducing Online Utility Payments 
Coming soon…Fruita residents will have the ability to pay their utility bills online!  
24/7 online access will be available to residents with options to pay via credit card, 
debit card, or eCheck.  A convenience fee will apply to online payments.  This option 
will be available through a link from the City’s website at www.fruita.org or by 
visiting www.colorado.gov/payment/cityoffruita.  The City will continue to offer the 
following utility payment options as well: 

• in person at the Fruita Civic Center, 

• by automatic payment – a direct ACH debit from your checking account, 

• your bank’s bill payment services, 

• payment drop boxes located on the north side of the Fruita Civic Center and at 
the Fruita City Market, 

• or by traditional mail. 
We are excited to offer this new payment option for utility billing and hope it offers a 
convenient way to make bill paying a bit easier. 



   
 

 
 

Warning: Dangerous High-Water Conditions (continued) 
Rising water levels continue to create potentially dangerous river conditions.  A flood advisory warning 
remains for the Gunnison River above Mesa County and the Colorado River near the Utah border.  The 
Colorado Riverfront Trail remains closed in multiple sections throughout the valley, and in Fruita, is 
closed at Reed Wash where the trail underpasses I-70.  For information on current river conditions and 
safety hazards, please visit the Mesa County Emergency Preparedness website.   
 

Fruita in Motion Story Map Update (continued) 
Want to keep up to date with the Fruita in Motion/Comprehensive Plan progress?  The Story Map, 
Public Engagement Summary and Dates, and the virtual open houses have all been updated at 
fruitainmotion.org.  Check it out here!  The Steering Committee met last night to tackle tough issues 
regarding growth and will meet again Thursday, June 13 at 5:30 pm.  
 

General Updates 

• Country Jam is this weekend! 
• Happy Father’s Day! 
• Family Health West has announced the retirement of Mark J. Francis and has appointed Dr. 

Korrey Klein as the new President and CEO. The full press release is provided below.   
• In May 2019, Fruita residents recycled 53 tons of cans, bottles, paper, and cardboard.  The full 

report is provided below.   
• The next AGNC Board Meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, June 26, 2019 from 9:00 a.m. to 

1:30 p.m. at the Ralph Stocker Stadium Hospitality Suite.  If you are interested in attending, 
RSVP here.   

• Dave, Ken Haley, and I attended the 521 Drainage Authority Board meeting on Wednesday. 
Three of the five partnering agencies have appointed new representatives to the board and 
much of the meeting was spent reviewing the unification study that has been worked on over 
the last 6 months. The board did not appear to have consensus on the next steps moving 
forward but are continuing to work together to find a viable solution. 

• The next City Link is being sent to the designer and printer for editing and distribution.  
• Food Truck Friday drew a large crowd last week.  
• We have joined the Alliance for Innovation as an organization, which I was a part of for years at 

a previous City. Membership provides a large amount of resources for all departments, 
professional development, and we will soon begin an innovation assessment and create an 
innovation team to go through ongoing training.  

•  Mayor Pro Tem Buck and I participated in a focus group with D51 regarding high school needs 
and a possible ballot request to help meet those needs at all high schools.  

• Thank you for your participation in the joint City Council – Board of Education workshop 
Monday night. I have offered any assistance the BOE would need when they discuss the 
requested sidewalk extension to the full Board as well as coordinating schedules for a fall 
meeting and update on the new Elementary School.  

• Next week, Union Pacific will be completing track maintenance and improving crossing at 
railroads in Fruita.  The crossing at Mesa Street will be closed on Tuesday, June 18th, and the 
Greenway Drive Crossing at Coulson Street will be closed on Wednesday, June 19th. 

https://sheriff.mesacounty.us/community-resources/emergency-preparedness/?fbclid=IwAR3k2bRxwX0Bnz0lVsorWFAT9ibiHkOfIS59SOu6ULvMQfBT3D1IUQRURtQ
http://fruitainmotion.org/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/agnc-board-meeting-tickets-55940925815?ref=enivtefor001&invite=MTY2ODMwNzkvc3Zhc3NlbkBjaXR5b2ZmcnVpdGEub25taWNyb3NvZnQuY29tLzE%3D%0A&utm_source=eb_email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=inviteformalv2&utm_term=yes


   
 

 
 

 
 
Administration/Finance  

• Bond Refunding Update. The City also received updated preliminary numbers for the bond 
refunding.  The numbers we have been working from were last ran in February.  Interest rates 
have decreased dramatically since February which, in addition to the rating upgrade, has led to 
an increase in the overall savings on the bond issue.  A summary of changes includes: 

o The overall savings is $5.9 million compared to the $4.8 million in the February run 
o The present value savings is $3 million compared to $1.9 million.  
o The percentage savings of refunded bonds is 24.72% compared to 15.44%.   
o The City is gaining about $1 million in additional savings compared to the February 

number runs we have been working from.   
o The average annual debt service payment is $740,000 compared to $791,000 (an 

additional annual savings of $50,000).   
o Overall debt service (principal and interest) is $15 million compared to $16 million in 

February and compared to $21 million on our current outstanding bonds 
o Par amount of the refunding bonds is $10.1 million compared to $12.2 million in 

February. 
o Net interest cost is reduced 50 basis point (1/2%) from 3.56% to 3.06% since February. 

The Preliminary Official Statement (POS) will be posted 6/19, pricing will occur on 6/26 and we 
should close on the bonds on 7/9. 

• 2020 Budget. Staff has prepared a draft 2020 Budget Calendar as is in the processing of finalizing 
the calendar and dates.  We are looking at scheduling a workshop on July 30 (5th Tuesday) with 
the City Council to assess and discuss community needs, priorities, challenges, and opportunities 
to ensure that resources are directed in a manner consistent with the assessment in the 2020 
Budget.  

 
Human Resources/Tourism 

• Today, three of our employees graduated from the Grand Valley Leadership Academy! 
Congratulations to Billie Nix, Chris Dehmel, and Kelli McLean on graduating! The Grand Valley 
Leadership Academy is a collaborative 
professional development series 
sponsored by the City of Grand Junction 
and Community Hospital. Grand Valley 
Leadership Academy was established in 
2007 as a way to provide current and 
future leaders the chance to enhance 
their leadership capabilities and apply 
their knowledge to their jobs.    The City 
of Fruita has participated in the Grand 
Valley Leadership Academy for the last 
four years.  



   
 

 
 

• The St. Mary’s Bloodmobile will be at the Civic Center on June 25, 2019 from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. 
accepting donations.   

 
Parks and Recreation 

• Staff continues to monitor the Riverfront trail and it is still closed where Reed Wash underpasses 
I-70.   We will reopen the trail when the water is off, and it has been cleaned of dirt and silt.  
Again, it is expected that this will be an extended closure of this section.   

• Staff has been participating in the interview process for the new Mesa County Trails Coordinator 
Position, which will be a part of the Mesa County Public Health. The City of Fruita is excited 
about this position because there will be a person dedicated to trail development and trail 

maintenance in the valley.   
• We met with the Fruita Trails Initiative partners this week and are setting in motion plans for 

trail maintenance crew to work for 6-8 weeks in the fall via the Conservation Corps.  

 
Planning & Development  
 
To see active reviews of current projects, you may visit: https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-
development-projects  
  
Major/ Minor Subdivisions:     

• Iron Wheel Major Subdivision final plat/plan application under review.     

• Garden Estates Final Plat (located at 910 Adams Drive, south of I-70 and west of 18 Road in 

Fruita, Colorado.)        

• Grand Valley Estates 2 Final Plan/Final Plat (1849 J 2/10 Rd)   

• Bradyville Annexation & Zoning Petition (1897 L Rd)  

• Legacy 3 PUD Preliminary/Final Plan (1101 Kiefer Ave)  

• Oak Creek Estates Final Plan/Final Plat (1149 18 ½ Rd & 1840 K 4/10 Rd)  

 

Site Design Review:      

• Raptor Rd Storage (614 Raptor Rd Storage) is ready to pick up their planning clearance.  

• Colorado Canyons (Family Health West) is far along on the construction of the hospital 

expansion.    

• Einstein’s Bagels/Qdoba: (401 Jurassic Ave #B) has received their planning clearance and has 

started construction.    

 

Other Land Use Applications:   

• Birchwood Conditional Use Permit for 5 horses in a Community Residential Zone  

• Land Use Code Amendment: Public Purpose Subdivision: Location & Extent  

• Quench Soda Shop Conditional Use Permit (132 W McCune Ave)  

• Zeuner Conditional Use Permit for a VRBO  

https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects


   
 

 
 

• Mesa Street Conditional Use Permit for VRBO  

 

Public Works 
• Public Works continues to monitor Fruita #2 Reservoir daily due to the unplanned filling of the 

reservoir and unstable slope on the dam. The reservoir is steadily being drained and a siphon 
system was installed this week to aide in draining the reservoir quicker. Over the past week, 
approximately 24 acre-feet of water has been drained from the reservoir even with water 
flowing into the reservoir from snow melt. The low-level Emergency Action Plan will remain 
activated until the reservoir is completely drained. 

• The Chamber of Commerce building experienced flooding in the basement last month and had 
reported that they continued to have moisture & odor issues. Public Works worked with the 
Chamber on remediation efforts this past week, which included removal of over 1,800 pounds 
of stored materials, ventilation of the area, and testing to ensure no health hazards are present. 
Thanks to the Chamber for their assistance and understanding. 

• The wastewater operators have recently completed trial testing of alternative polymer additives 
and dosage rates in the treatment process that was successful in reducing the amount of 
polymer being used by approximately 20%. This preferred polymer material is slightly more 
expensive (4%) but should translate into cost savings and means less chemicals being used in the 
process. Great job to our wastewater team!   

 

FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  

• Ranchers, Cyclists Reach Compromise Over Western Colorado Trail.   

• More campsites likely coming to Rabbit Valley.   
• Finding some new in the old.   

• 50 years of Special Olympics Colorado.   
• An Inside Look at our 2019 Bike Test. 
• GJ welcomes first Chicago flight. 
• Portions of Riverfront Trail flood from runoff. 
• County awards contract to build part of Plunge.   

• With Colorado’s snowpack still high, here’s where rivers are nearing flood stage. 
• Eight Rescued from Colorado River.    
• Colorado’s rivers are starting to swell – but there are still feet of snow left to melt in the high 

country.          
• Lingering snow on Powderhorn bike trails.  
• Country Jam good for business.   

• Economics Professor Nathan Perry Present Quarterly County Economic Reports.   
• How hot is Mesa County’s housing market? Just look at the number of new homebuyers.  

• 7 best things to do in Colorado this Father’s Day weekend, June 14,16, 2019.     
 
 

http://www.iptv.org/mtom/story/34062/ranchers-cyclists-reach-compromise-over-western-colorado-trail
https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/More-campsites-likely-coming-to-Rabbit-Valley-511273512.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/outdoors/biking/finding-some-new-in-the-old/article_c421f764-8a6b-11e9-9144-20677ce05640.html
https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Special-Olympics-Colorado-Summer-Games-511051412.html
https://www.outsideonline.com/2397465/2019-bike-test
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/gj-welcomes-first-chicago-flight/article_0f8ff496-8a79-11e9-9a7f-20677ce05640.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/portions-of-riverfront-trail-flood-from-runoff/article_0d1052d8-8a79-11e9-84b4-20677ce05640.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/county-awards-contract-to-build-part-of-plunge/article_e0854724-8c07-11e9-8bdc-20677ce06c14.html
https://www.thedenverchannel.com/news/local-news/colorados-snowpack-keeps-rising-heres-where-rivers-are-nearing-flood-stage
https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/eight-rescued-from-river/2066477670
https://coloradosun.com/2019/06/10/colorado-rivers-running-high-2019-snowmelt/
https://coloradosun.com/2019/06/10/colorado-rivers-running-high-2019-snowmelt/
https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Lingering-snow-on-Powderhorn-bike-trails-511157491.html
https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Country-Jam-good-for-business-511216132.html
https://www.coloradomesa.edu/now/2019/05/associate-professor-of-economics-nathan-perry-presents-quarterly-county-economic-reports.html
https://coloradosun.com/2019/06/14/chfa-mesa-county-resurgence/
https://www.thedenverchannel.com/news/local-news/7-best-things-to-do-in-colorado-this-fathers-day-weekend-june-14-16-2019


   
 

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS (Please let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if 
multiple council members plan to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you when 
needed.):  
  

• June 15, 2019 – Golf Tournament Fundraiser (American Legion Post 2006) at 8:00 a.m. at Adobe 
Creek Golf Course.   

• June 20, 2019 – Riverfront Concert Series – Sonny Landreth at James M. Robb Fruita State Park, 
gates open at 5:30 p.m., show starts at 7:00 p.m. Tickets required.  

• June 20, 2019 – Thursday Night concert - Flat Top Seed (Blues/Rock) at 5:30 p.m. at Civic Center 
Park  

• June 22, 2019 – Fruita Farmers Market at Civic Center Park, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

• June 24, 2019 – Fruita Chamber of Commerce State of the Community Breakfast at Lower Valley 
Fire District. RSVP here.   

• June 26, 2019 – Bike the Riverfront Trail with the City Manager – Meet at FCC at 4:30 p.m.  

• June 27, 2019 – Informational Panel Dedication and Appreciation Barbeque at the Colorado 
Welcome Center from 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. If interested in attending, RSVP by June 17, 2019.  

• June 27, 2019 – Riverfront Concert Series – Robert Earl Keen - at James M. Robb Fruita State 
Park, gates open at 5:30 p.m., show starts at 7:00 p.m. Tickets required. 

• June 27, 2019 – Thursday Night Concert - Centennial Band (American Classic) at 7:30 p.m. at 
Civic Center Park.  

• June 29, 2019 - Fruita Farmers Market at Civic Center Park, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  

• July 3, 2019 – Fruita 3rd of July Fireworks Display over Snooks Bottom at dusk.  

• July 4 - Independence Day - City offices closed and no Thursday night concert.  

• July 6, 2019 - Fruita Farmers Market at Civic Center Park, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  

• July 11, 2019 – Riverfront Concert Series – Tab Benoit at James M. Robb Fruita State Park, gates 
open at 5:30 p.m., show starts at 7:00 p.m. Tickets required. We will also receive our Starburst 
Award on stage prior to the concert for the Kokopelli Section of the Colorado Riverfont Trail 
project.  

• July 11, 2019 - Thursday Night Concert – Bluegrass Offenders (Bluegrass) at 7:30 p.m. at Civic 
Center Park.  

• July 13, 2019 – Fruita Farmers Market at Civic Center Park, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

• July 18, 2019 – Thursday Night Concert – Frank Bregar Orchestra (Big Band) at 7:30 p.m. at Civic 
Center Park.  

• July 20, 2019 – Fruita Farmers Market at Civic Center Park, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

• July 25, 2019 – Thursday Night Concert – Slim Pickins (Bluegrass) at 7:30 p.m. at Civic Center 
Park.  

• July 27, 2019 – Fruita Farmers Market at Civic Center Park, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

• Aug. 1, 2019 – Thursday Night Concert – Oxymorons (Top 40/Rock Covers) at 7:30 p.m. at Civic 
Center Park.  

• Aug. 3, 2019 – Fruita Farmers Market at Civic Center Park, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

• Aug. 8, 2019 – Thursday Night concert – The Williams Brothers Band (Blues Rock/Grit Country) 
at 7:30 p.m. at Civic Center Park. 

• Aug. 10, 2019 – Fruita Farmers Market at Civic Center Park, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

http://info.fruitachamber.org/events/details/state-of-the-community-2019-11626


   
 

 
 

• Aug. 17, 2019 – Fruita Farmers Market at Civic Center Park, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

• Aug. 24, 2019 – Fruita Farmers Market at Civic Center Park, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

• Aug. 31, 2019 – Fruita Farmers Market at Civic Center Park, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

• September 27-29, 2019 – Fruita Fall Festival, Downtown Fruita  

• The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website or at this link.  

• The 2019 Events Information is also available online here. 
 

 
CC. Department Directors 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fruita.org/calendar
https://www.fruita.org/sites/default/files/fileattachments/parks_and_recreation/page/302/2019_calendar_of_events_1.4.19.pdf


   
 

 
 

 



   
 

 
 

 



   
 

 
  



   
 

 
 

 
 

 



   
 

 
 

 



   
 

 
 

 

 
 



   
 

 
 

 



   
 

 
 

 

 



   
 

 
 

 



   
 

 
 

 

 



   
 

 
 

 



   
 

 
  



   
 

 
 

 

 



   
 

 
 

 


