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     Weekly Info Update 

To:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From: MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date:  APRIL 12, 2019   

Re:  WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE   

 

City Offices will be Closed on Friday, April 19 in observance of Good Friday.  
 
Tuesday’s City Council Meeting  
We will begin our meeting with an Arbor Day Proclamation and a presentation from 
Ken Henry regarding the Ute Water Conservancy District.  There are 12 items on the 
consent agenda, and one legislative hearing on an emergency ordinance. We will 
conclude our meeting with an executive session.   
 

City of Fruita Awarded the Colorado Lottery’s Starburst Award  
On Monday, it was announced that the City of Fruita has been awarded the Starburst 
Award from the Colorado Lottery for the Kokopelli Section of the Colorado Riverfront 
Trail project.  The Starburst Award recognizes excellence in the use of lottery 
proceeds for community and conservation projections.  According to the press 
release, winners are chosen based upon project creativity, the impact on the 
community, and whether the project achieved its goals.  To view the full press 
release, please click here.   
 

Fruita in Motion Storyboard Website Launched 
The website for our Comprehensive Plan Update: Fruita In Motion, has been 
launched.  Throughout the planning process, this website will be updated with public 
engagement opportunities, maps, goals, and other plan elements.  To view the 
website, please click this link and check back often for updates.  More to come on 
this soon as the Steering Committee meets next week and a schedule for community 
engagement opportunities is being developed.  
 

City of Fruita Awarded AGNC Mini-Grant  
This week, the City of Fruita was awarded a $5,000 grant from AGNC to complete 
crosswalk improvements at the intersection of Grand Avenue and Fremont Street.  
The funding, along with money that we appropriated for this project, will be used to 
install flashing beacons at the crosswalk to alert oncoming drivers of pedestrian 
traffic and use.  Also, we will remove vegetation near the crosswalk to improve 
visibility.  Congrats Shannon Vassen on his first grant for the City! 

https://www.coloradolottery.com/news/detail/lotterys-2019-starburst-award-winners-announced/620/
https://segroup.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=3c4e481ad68d41d5a63c13750996e33c


   
 

 
 

Arbor Day Celebration 
This year, the winner of the Arbor Day Poster Contest from Shelledy Elementary was Anna Winch.  The 
Rimrock Winner, and the overall winner, was Brooke Beecraft.  Brook’s poster will be sent to the State 
Capital where it will be displayed.  Since she was the winner, at our Arbor Day Celebration this year, the 
Mayor will read our proclamation and a tree will be planted at Rimrock Elementary.  The celebration will 
on Wednesday, April 24, 2019 at 10:00 a.m.  for 5th graders. Congrats to both Anna and Brooke!  
 

North Fruita Desert Master Plan Public Meeting (continued) 
The City of Fruita, COPMOBA, and BLM will be hosting an open house on the completed North Fruita 
Desert Master Plan Tuesday night from 5:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. at the Fruita Community Center.   

 
General Updates 

• The St. Mary’s Bloodmobile will be at the Fruita Civic Center this upcoming Tuesday (April 16) 
from 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. A flyer is provided below.   

• The Backcountry Horsemen are having a horseback riding event at Opal Hill this Saturday at 8:00 
a.m.  The BLM will also be at this event to install kiosks with information on horseback riding in 
the area.   

• In March of 2019, residents recycled 45 tons of cans, bottles, paper, and cardboard.  See the full 
report below.   

• Ture and I presented to the Fruita Rotary this week. I covered general updates including the 
comprehensive plan process and other projects in motion. We also cover the Fruita Trails 
Initiative at their request.  

• School District 51 will be hosting a Parent Info Session at Fruita Monument High School on 
Wednesday, April 17, 2019 at 6:00 p.m. The topics of this session are marijuana and opioids, and 
ways to keep families safe.  The flyer is provided below, and if you’re interested in attending, 
you can RSVP at this link.   

• May is Bike Month in Mesa County and Bike to Work Day will be on Wednesday, May 8th.  
Breakfast will be provided from Family Health West at the Fruita Civic Center that morning, and 
the flyer is provided below.  We look forward to seeing everyone that morning!  

• The Pabor Day Celebration will be held in downtown Fruita on Saturday, May 18th.  The full list 
of events can be found on the flyer below.   

• D51 hosted an open house at the Community Center last night that was well attended. Thanks 
to Council members Leonhart, Karisny and Mayor Pro Tem Buck who also attended. We assisted 
in answering questions with the Architects, District and encouraged participants to engage in 
our comprehensive plan too.  

• Mayor Kincaid, Councilmen Karisny and Kreie, staff and I participated in a tour of the Ute Water 
Conservancy plant. The tour was excellent and it is great to see all that goes into our drinking 
water, which is first use water. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdH5ZWuCHdamY5H_h_2gZTilCkMD71K4RSNUo9yxmbghxYoiQ/viewform


   
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Administration/Finance  

• The RFP for the City’s Trash Collection services will be released this Monday, April 15th, and is 
expected to be open until May 15th, 2019.  

 
Engineering  

• We have begun advertising for an Engineering Intern.  The deadline for the application is the 
close of businesses on Monday, April 29, 2019.    

• The RFB for Phase 1 of the Maple Street Improvements Project has closed and we received one 
bid.   

 

Human Resources/Tourism  

• Odette is working with each department to schedule Information Technology Needs meetings to 
get a head start on the 2020 budget.  Please reach out to her if you would like to discuss any 
specific IT needs.  

• The City of Fruita donated 600 bluffs to the Desert Rats Trail Running Festival this weekend.  
Between Saturday and Sunday, at the Kokopelli and Rabbit Valley Trail Systems, there will be a 
50K race, a marathon, a half-marathon, and a 10K. Good luck to all the racers!   
 

Parks & Recreation 

• The RFP for the pool resurfacing at the FCC closed last Friday.  We received one bid and it is 
under budget.   



   
 

 
 

• All posters from the Colorado Arbor Day Poster Contest will be on display at the Fruita 
Community Center.   

 
Planning & Development  
To see active reviews of current projects, you may visit: https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-
development-projects  
  
Major/ Minor Subdivisions:     

• Iron Wheel Major Subdivision final plat/plan application under review.     

• Garden Estates Final Plat (located at 910 Adams Drive, south of I-70 and west of 18 Road in 

Fruita, Colorado.)        

• Grand Valley Estates 2 Final Plan/Final Plat     

• Mossberg Minor Subdivision   

• Bradyville Annexation & Zoning Petition   

Site Design Review:      

• FHE: Construction nearing completion   

• Raptor Rd Storage (614 Raptor Rd Storage) is complete and will be ready for issuance of 

planning clearance on 4/17.  

• Colorado Canyons (Family Health West) is far along on the construction of the hospital 

expansion.    

• Einstein’s Bagels/Qdoba has received their planning clearance and will be breaking ground soon.  

Other Land Use Applications:   

• Birchwood Conditional Use Permit for 5 horses in a Community Residential Zone  

• Land Use Code Amendment: Public Purpose Subdivision: Location & Extent  

• Mulberry Development Improvements Agreement (alley & utilities improvement for 5 new 

residential units at 227 S. Mulberry)  

 

Public Works 

• Crews continue to work on irrigation systems and there have been minor issues of flooding in 

the area.   

 

FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  

• Hot Tomato finds home in Patagonia catalog, in film.   
• Moon Farm will soon get new owners.   
• Celebrating the CCC at Colorado National Monument. 

• This story had my brain buzzing.  
• Shootin’ for the Moon 
• West-end county roads to get spiffed-up surfaces.  
• Drainage issues causes flooding to several homes in Fruita.  

https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/business/hot-tomato-finds-home-in-patagonia-catalog-in-film/article_e0561832-58f4-11e9-9c3c-20677ce07cb4.html
https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Moon-Farms-will-soon-get-new-owners-508187001.html
https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Celebrating-the-CCC-at-Colorado-National-Monument-508219941.html
https://www.cowichanvalleycitizen.com/opinion/sarah-simpson-column-this-story-had-my-brain-buzzing/
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/shootin-for-the-moon/article_41407a78-59c4-11e9-a7d5-20677ce85d90.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/west-end-county-roads-to-get-spiffed-up-surfaces/article_0b1b744a-5a85-11e9-a202-20677ce07cb4.html
https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Drainage-issues-causes-flooding-to-several-homes-in-Fruita--508336501.html


   
 

 
 

• Mesa County Libraries offering free books to 4-year-olds until April 22nd.     
• District 51 to Host Parent Info Sessions 
• Fruita Monument girls soccer shuts out Montrose. Go Wildcats!  
• Speaker Pelosi signs Colorado River Drought Contingency Plan.  

• Grant pegged for jail expansion.  
• Familiar Face Returns to Western Slope Museums.  
• All the Easter Egg Hunts in the Grand Junction Area.  
 

UPCOMING EVENTS (Please let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if 
multiple council members plan to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you when 
needed.):  
 

• April 12-13, 2019 - Desert Rats Trail Running Festival—packet pick-up at the Community Center 
and a celebration party with live music and beer garden in Civic Center Park Saturday evening.  

• April 16, 2019 - North Fruita Desert Master Plan Open House at Fruita Community Center from 
5:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.  

• April 17, 2019 - Easter Egg Scramble at Fruita Community Center at 4:00 p.m.  

• April 17, 2019 - Summer Activity Fair at the Fruita Community Center, 6:00-7:30 p.m. 

• April 17, 2019 – FMHS Parent Info Session on Marijuana and Opioids at Fruita Monument High 
School from 6:00 p.m. to 7:15 p.m.   

• April 24, 2019 – Arbor Day Celebration, Fruita Civic Center, 10:00 a.m.  

• April 25, 2019 - Coffee with the City Manager at Best Slope Coffee at 7:30 a.m.  

• April 25, 2019 - Municipalities Dinner in Palisade from 6- 8 pm. 

• April 27, 2019 - COPMOBA Grand Valley Bike Swap 

• May 3-4, 2019 - 18 Hours of Fruita at Highline State Park 

• May 3-5, 2019 - Fruita Fat Tire Festival, Downtown Fruita and 18 Road Trailhead  

• May 4, 2019 - Girls on the Run 5K at Fruita Community Center, at 9:00 a.m. 

• May 8, 2019 - Bike to Work Day, 7-9 a.m. at Civic Center Park  

• May 9, 2019 - Hike Opal Hill with the City Manager – meet at Snooks Bottom at 10:00 a.m.  

• May 11, 2019 - COPMOBA 30th Anniversary Party at Civic Center Park; Patagonia mini-film 
festival featuring Life of Pie, a movie on Hot Tomato and Fruita, at Civic Center Park, 10:00 a.m. 
thru the night. 

• May 18, 2019 - History Fair and Pabor Day, Downtown Fruita  

• May 31 – June 1, 2019 - Mike the Headless Chicken Festival, Downtown Fruita  

• June 5-8, 2019 - Techstars Startup Week West Slope  

• June 6, 2019 - Thursday Night Concert Series, Straygrass at 7:30 p.m. at Civic Center Park  

• June 7, 2019 - Food Truck Friday at 7:30 p.m. at Civic Center park    

• The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website or at this link.  

• The 2019 Events Information is also available online here. 
 

 
CC. Department Directors 

https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/Mesa-County-Libraries-offers-free-books-for-4-year-olds-508341161.html
https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/d51-hosts-parent-info-sessions/1915985462
https://chsaanow.com/2019-04-11/fruita-monument-girls-soccer-shuts-out-montrose/
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/Nancy-Pelosi-signs-Colorado-River-Drought-Contingency-Plan-508430911.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/grant-pegged-for-jail-expansion/article_592e3d60-5ce3-11e9-9c01-20677ce05640.html
https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/familiar-face-returns-to-western-slope-museums/1919446492
https://kool1079.com/all-the-easter-egg-hunts-in-the-grand-junction-area/
http://www.fruita.org/calendar
https://www.fruita.org/sites/default/files/fileattachments/parks_and_recreation/page/302/2019_calendar_of_events_1.4.19.pdf


   
 

 
 

 



   
 

 
 

 



   
 

 
 

 



   
 

 
 

 

 



   
 

 
 

 



   
 

 
 

 



   
 

 
 

 


