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     Weekly Info Update 

To:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From: MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date:  MARCH 1, 2019  

Re:  WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE   

 

Tuesday’s City Council Meeting  
The meeting begins by recognizing students and teachers of the month from Shelledy 
Elementary School, a public health update from Jeff Kuhr, Executive Director of the 
Mesa County Health Dept, and an update from Robin Brown, Executive Director of 
the Grand Junction Economic Partnership on GJEP activities related to Fruita. 
Following the consent agenda, there are two legislative hearings and an 
administrative update on the 2020 Census Count Committee for Fruita.  
 

City Manager Engagement Series  
Later this month, I am starting my new community engagement series with the 
public.  These events will focus on casual discussions about the community while 
exploring Fruita and our local area.  The first event will on March 26 at 2 p.m., and 
we will bike the new Kokopelli portion of the Riverfront Trail.  I am looking forward to 
speaking with the public and getting their input on the city.  The flyer and future 
dates can be found below.  Let me know if you are interested in joining me for any of 
these dates.   
 

Bicycle Friendly Community Public Survey (cont.) 
As part of the City’s pending Bicycle Friendly Community application, you can help 
the Bicycle Friendly America Friendly program better understand bicyclists’ 
experiences in our community.  A survey is live through March 24th and can be found 
at this link.  Please complete and share with others.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/app_BFC_SP19


   
 

 
 

General Updates 

• Transdev and the Amalgamated Transit Union reached an agreement last night and the Grand Valley 
Transit system will continue to operate without a strike.  

• This week, we applied for a mini-grant through AGNC for additional funding for crosswalk 
improvements at J.2 Road and Fremont Street. The goal of this project is to improve visibility of the 
crosswalk for oncoming drivers by removing vegetation near the trail and installing flashing beacons 
at the intersection.  This crosswalk is a priority because the trail that it is on serves as a school route 
for students. The request is for $5,000 with matching funds of $5,000 already budgeted.  

• Sam Atkins, Councilman Karisny and I participated in the 521 Board Workshop this week that is part 
of a series of meetings focused on the Grand Valley stormwater unification feasibility study. 

• We are expecting results from the lagoon property studies and estimates that will aid in preparation 
for a grant request in April for a first phase. Much time is being spent on this.  

• We are coordinating with a mountain bike manufacturer for a possible product launch this year. 

• Progress is occurring on the Foreign Trade zone efforts—the application to establish the FTZ has 
been formally accepted by the U.S. Dept. Of Commerce and published in the Federal Register. The 
process forward is 7-10 month approval cycle.  

• SE Group is working with staff to prepare for stakeholder meetings March 14-15 and preparing 
articles for the Spring edition of the City Link.  

 
 

Planning & Development  

To see active reviews of current projects, you may visit: https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-
development-projects  

  
Major/ Minor Subdivisions:     

• Iron Wheel Major Subdivision final plat/plan application under review.     

• Garden Estates Final Plat (located at 910 Adams Drive, south of I-70 and west of 18 Road in 

Fruita, Colorado.)        

• Brandon Estates PUD Amendment and Preliminary Plan     

• Pinedale Estates 3 Minor Subdivision (Replat)  

• Mossberg Minor Subdivision   

• Oak Creek: (Located at the Northwest Corner of 18 ½ & K 4/10 Rd)  

o Annexation Petition  

o Zoning Petition (requesting CR zoning)  

o Preliminary Plan   

 Site Design Review:    

• Munchies Restaurant: Currently under construction.     

• FHE (Frank Henry Equipment): Construction is underway.      

https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects


   
 

 
 

• Raptor Rd Storage (614 Raptor Rd Storage)     

• Colorado Canyons (Family Health West) has started construction of the hospital expansion.    

• Einstein/Qdoba Site Design Review   

Other Land Use Applications:   

• 213 N Ash St VRBO  

 
Engineering 

• Progress for the irrigation pumphouse replacements at Reed Park, Prospector Park and the Civic 
Center continues.  Demolition is complete and concrete footers and slabs have been poured for 
all three locations. 

• The Maple Street Sewer Project held an open house on Wednesday to discuss the plan and 
schedule as it affects residents and school operations. 

• Staff is working on options for proceeding with the Highway 6 Interceptor project based 
on higher than expected bids.  

 

Parks & Recreation 

• The Fruita Community Center is hosting The Art Stroll at the Evening of Art on March 9th at 6:30. 
The Art Stroll is an evening of art, local entertainment, and a silent auction.  All money raised 
goes to keeping the arts alive in Fruita.   

• The Parks Crew is working on the planters in the Dinosaur Journey Parking Lot to reduce water 
use and are putting in rock to make the planters look better.   

• The Guest Services Supervisor position at the Fruita Community Center closes today, and staff 
will begin the review process next week.    

• Applications for the Fruita Youth Action Council are open and will be accepted until March 15, 
2019.  The goal of this group is to develop and promote Healthy Pro-Social Activities, programs, 
and events for the youth in Fruita.  The flyer is provided below.   

 
Tourism 

• The FTAC is working with Slate Communications to roll out the new www.gofruita.com next 
week.  

 
FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  

• Mesa County jumps 56 spots in ranking of small metro areas.  

• New report looks at tobacco use in Mesa County.  

• Wildcats Rally Falls Short in Sweet Sixteen.  

• Alzheimer’s Support Program for Mesa County Residents.   

• Farming the Grand Valley: the impacts of a wet winter.  

• Grand Valley Transit workers will not strike.   

http://www.gofruita.com/
https://thebusinesstimes.com/mesa-county-jumps-56-spots-in-ranking-of-small-metro-areas/
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/506468771.html
https://www.westernslopenow.com/sports/wildcats-rally-falls-short-in-sweet-sixteen/1815603217
https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/alzheimer-s-support-program-for-mesa-county-residents/1807057311
https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Farming-on-the-Front-Range-506354551.html
https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Grand-Valley-Transit-workers-will-not-strike--506546661.html


   
 

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS (Please let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if 
multiple council members plan to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you when 
needed.): 

• March 9, 2019 - An Evening of Art in Fruita from 6:30 – 9:30 pm at the Community Center.  

• March 15, 2019 – Fruita Chamber of Commerce Business After Hours at the new Munchies 
Location at 550 Kokopelli Blvd, Fruita Co 81521.   

• March 26, 2019 - Bike the Riverfront Trail with the City Manager and City Officials.  Join us for a 
casual and fun discussion on the community, while exploring the new Kokopelli Section of the 
Riverfront Trail.  We will meet at the Fruita Community Center at 2:00 p.m.  

• March 30, 2019 - The 9 News Health Fair from 7 – 11 am at the Community Center (Flyer 
below). 

• April 25, 2019 - Coffee with the City Manager at Best Slope Coffee.  We will meet at 7:30 a.m.  

• The Business Incubator calendar of events is below.  

• The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website or at this link.  

• The 2019 Events Information is also available online here.  
 

 
 

 
CC. Department Directors 

 
  

http://www.fruita.org/calendar
https://www.fruita.org/sites/default/files/fileattachments/parks_and_recreation/page/302/2019_calendar_of_events_1.4.19.pdf


   
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   
 

 
 

 



   
 

 
 

 



   
 

 
 

 



   
 

 
 

 


