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     Weekly Info Update 

To:   MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From:  MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date:  FEBRUARY 22, 2019 

Re:   WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE   

 

Tuesday’s City Council Workshop 
The agenda includes discussions on three items: (1) the roundabout project, (2) 
transportation impact fee study, and (3) community plan update scope of work and 
schedule.  

 
Community Plan Update  
We have completed the scope of work and signed the contract with SE Group, Studio 
Seed and Economic Planning Systems (EPS) to update the 2008 Fruita Community 
Plan. Invites to the kick-off community stakeholder interviews mid-March have been 
sent and RSVPs are being received. We are also placing invites to the public to apply 
to be on the advisory committee. The flyer below has been placed around town at 
various businesses and posted online for a week now. Please feel free to share with 
others as well. The community can be on the lookout for opportunities to provide 
feedback over the next few months. Also, check out https://www.fruita.org/cd for 
public engagement opportunities, maps, goals, process, and other plan elements 
along the way. 

https://www.fruita.org/cd


   
 

 
 

 



   
 

 
 

 
Bicycle Friendly Community Public Survey (cont.) 
As part of the City’s pending Bicycle Friendly Community application, you can help the Bicycle Friendly 
America Friendly program better understand bicyclists’ experiences in our community.  A survey is live 
through March 24th and can be found at this link.  Please complete and share with others.  

 
General Updates 

• The D51 Board of Education approved funding of $8 million toward the renovations at Fruita 
Monument High School! Thanks to the community and Council participation in communicating 
support for this project. Click here to view the proposed improvements.  

• Councilman Karisny, City Engineer Sam Atkins and I will be attending a 5-2-1 Board Workshop 
related to the Grand Valley Stormwater Unification Feasibility Study. Below is the full 521 
Proposal Summary from that report that we will be discussing (which Councilman Karisny 
provided a page from at your meeting Tuesday night).  

• I will now be the City’s representative on the Greater Grand Junction Sports Commission. Ture 
previously covered this for the City.  

• We continue to work with our partners on the lagoon redevelopment schematics, proforma, etc.  

• We are sad to see Katie Stevens with BLM leave the valley but congratulate her on taking the 
post of Western Montana District Manager. A farewell is scheduled for Katie at the GJ Field 
Office Conference Room from 10-12 on March 12, 2019.  

• BLM and the Wild Horse and Burro Program are holding an event in Fruita March 29 – 30 at 
Rimrock Adventures called “Bring Home Your Own Wild Horse of Burro”. For more information, 
visit BLM.gov/whb or call (866) 468-7826.  

• Staff participated in the Land/Resource Managers Group meeting with Mesa County 
Commissioners this week sharing our partner efforts with the North Fruita Desert Master Plan, 
Fruita Trails Initiative, Riverfront Trail and partnerships with the National Monument and CPW. 

• Staff held a pre-application meeting with the School District related to the new elementary 
School.  

• Participated in the GJEP Board meeting and D51 Foundation Board meeting also this week. 
 
 

Planning & Development  

• Staff is seeking to engage a software company for a system for plan review and issuing permits.  

• To see active reviews of current projects, you may visit our current development projects page.  
Major/ Minor Subdivisions:     

• Iron Wheel Major Subdivision final plat/plan application under review.     

• Garden Estates Final Plat (located at 910 Adams Drive, south of I-70 and west of 18 Road in 
Fruita, Colorado.)      

• Cooper Minor Subdivision has been approved and the plat getting ready to record    

• Brandon Estates PUD Amendment and Preliminary Plan     

• Pinedale Estates 3 Minor Subdivision (Replat)  

• Mossberg Minor Subdivision   

• Oak Creek: (Located at the Northwest Corner of 18 ½ & K 4/10 Rd)  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/app_BFC_SP19
https://d51schoolsfmhs.ss13.sharpschool.com/news/what_s_new/summer_construction_at_f_m_h_s_begins
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects


   
 

 
 

o Annexation Petition  
o Zoning Petition (requesting CR zoning)  
o Preliminary Plan   

 
 Site Design Review:    

• Munchies Restaurant: Opened on 2/11  

• FHE (Frank Henry Equipment): Construction is underway.      

• Raptor Rd Storage (614 Raptor Rd Storage)     

• Colorado Canyons (Family Health West) has started construction of the hospital expansion.    

• Einstein’s Bagels/Qdoba Site Design Review   
 
Other Land Use Applications:   

• 213 N Ash St VRBO  

Engineering 
• An open house meeting is scheduled for the Maple Street Sewer Project on February 27, 2019 in 

the North Council Room at 5pm.  Construction is scheduled during the summer break. More info 

can be found here.   

• The bid opening for the re-bid of the Highway 6 sewer project is today and we will review bids 

and work with DOLA regarding the grant and re-start of the project. 

• Merritt and Associates GC, Inc. has been contracted to replace pumphouses at Prospector, Civic 

Center, and Reed Parks.  Construction has begun and will be completed prior to April 1. 

• Staff conducted a walk-though with Verizon Wireless who plans to commence with the cell 

tower project on the roof of the Community Center soon. 

Public Works 
• Staff will be training next week on the new work order system along with Parks. 

• Crews are switching to utilizing mobile technology in the field to increase efficiency, essentially 
with no additional cost.  

• New custodian starting Monday.  

• Crews have been on call or arriving earlier than normal to deal with the night snowfalls.  
 

Parks & Recreation 

• Over 400 participated in the Sweetheart Run event this past Saturday. Big thanks to the 
sponsors, staff and over 60 volunteers who helped make this a success! 

• We are seeking volunteers for the 9NewsHealth Fair on March 30, 2019 from 7-11am at the 
Community Center. Flyer below.  

 

Human Resources & Tourism 
• Recruiting for a Guest Services Supervisor and seasonal positions in Public Works and Parks. 

• The January analytics report from Slate Communications is attached below.  

 

https://www.fruita.org/publicworks/page/maple-st-improvements-project-public-meeting-feb-27th-5-pm-fruita-civic-center


   
 

 
 

Finance & City Clerk 
• Work continues on reimbursement requests for more 6 current grants, worker’s compensation 

audit, year-end financials and Community Center bonds.  
 

 
FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  

• Transit strike looms March 1. 

• Transit Board meets behind closed doors 

• Bailey’s legacy 

• Crowd cheers approval of city’s inclusivity proclamation 

• Surprise school funding 

• Junior Service League supports Go Baby Go 

• Letter to the Editor re. Recreation Centers 

• Grand Valley residents appointed to state boards 

• Bond money gives FMHS upgrades 

• Grand Valley Transit employees say they could strike as early as March 1 

• FMHS Girls Basketball advances in state tournament 

• District to spend $10M on schools 

• Reclaiming the ranch: Women take on the West 

• Fruita Wrestling sends seven to state tournament 

• Community celebrates National Heart Health Month 

• Sweetheart 5/10K promotes heart health in Fruita 

• Transit union seeking wage support from public, riders 

• GJ City Council., Black Lives Matter come to agreement on inclusivity proclamation 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS (Please let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if 
multiple council members plan to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you when 
needed.): 

• March 9 is An Evening of Art in Fruita from 6:30 – 9:30 pm at the Community Center.  

• March 30 is the 9 Health Fair from 7 – 11 am at the Community Center.  

• The Business Incubator calendar of events is below.  

• The Fruita Community Calendar is available here or on our website.  

• The 2019 Events Information is also available online and at this link.   
 

 
 

 
CC. Department Directors 

 
 

 

https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/transit-strike-looms-march/article_fc696f8e-366b-11e9-a079-20677ce05640.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/transit-board-meets-behind-closed-doors/article_3af3e89e-359d-11e9-b21e-20677ce05640.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/sports/high_schools/bailey-s-legacy/article_71084ad4-35a1-11e9-b812-20677ce06c14.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/crowd-cheers-approval-of-city-s-inclusivity-proclamation/article_37f3a312-35a4-11e9-8234-20677ce07cb4.html
https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/surprise-school-funding/1797649394
https://thebusinesstimes.com/junior-service-league-supports-go-baby-go-program/
https://thebusinesstimes.com/letter-to-the-editor/
https://thebusinesstimes.com/grand-valley-residents-appointed-to-state-boards-3/
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/506076111.html
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/506185981.html
https://www.kjct8.com/content/sports/HS-Girls-Basketball-Fruita-advances-in-state-tournament-506083561.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/district-to-spend-m-on-schools/article_8ea27210-34d7-11e9-806b-20677ce85d90.html
https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Reclaiming-the-ranch-women-take-on-the-West-505970591.html
https://www.westernslopenow.com/sports/fruita-wrestling-sends-seven-to-state-tournament/1788956336
https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/community-celebrates-national-heart-health-month/1788576381
https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Sweetheart-510K-promotes-heart-health-in-Fruita-505947981.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/transit-union-seeking-wage-support-from-public-riders/article_323ff330-31b2-11e9-baec-20677ce07cb4.html
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/505922801.html
http://www.fruita.org/calendar
https://www.fruita.org/sites/default/files/fileattachments/parks_and_recreation/page/302/2019_calendar_of_events_1.4.19.pdf


   
 

 
 

 



   
 

 
 

 



   
 

 
 

 



   
 

 
 

 



   
 

 
 

 



   
 

 
 

 



   
 

 
 

 



   
 

 
 

 



   
 

 
 

 


