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Weekly Info Update 

To:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From: MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date: FEBRUARY 1, 2019 

Re:  WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE   

 

Monday’s Boards & Commissions’ Appreciation Night 
Don’t forget Monday night’s special event to thank our many residents who 
volunteer on a board and commission for the City. The event begins at 7 pm at the 
Community Center. The invite and info are below.  

 
Tuesday’s City Council Meeting 
The agenda begins recognizing students and teachers from Rim Rock Elementary as 
the first of many months of City Council recognizing students and teachers of the 
month at each school annually. The meeting also includes an update on the new 
crosswalk evaluation system and the City’s action items. See the packet for full 
details.  

 
Community Plan Consultants Selected 
We appreciate the support of those from City Council and the Planning Commission 
who joined staff in the evaluation committee of consultant finalists interviews this 
week. We have selected SE Group to work with the City to update the community 
plan and are excited to engage the community in creative ways and develop a plan 
combining best planning practices and realistic costs.  
 
The project team:  
Mark Kane (SE Group)  
Gabby Voeller (SE Group & Project Lead)  
Brian Duffany (EPS)  
Cheney Bostic (Studio Seed) 
 
SE Group is based out of Frisco, Colorado and has 60 years’ experience working in 
and with small communities influenced by recreation, tourism, and history. The 
approach to the update will be to research the current state of the community, 
revisit the community's vision and values, engage the community on a local and 
regional level and update the plan with relevant goals, concrete actions and steps 
toward implementation. The next steps of the process will be to map out a public 



   
 

 
 

engagement schedule and populate a steering committee compiled of stakeholder representatives to 
help facilitate the community conversation. More to come!  

 
Vaping Education for Parents 
The Fruita Youth Initiative, Mesa County Health Department and District 51 teamed up to provide an 
education opportunity for parents at Fruita Middle School Thursday. Over 75 people attended and 
learned about facts about negative health impacts with vaping, how parents can talk with their youth 
and what the School District is doing related to vaping. SRO, Officer Bomar was present presenting an 
overview of vaping devices for parents.  
 

 
 



   
 

 
 

 
 

 
Fruita Monument High School (cont.) 
D51 Board of Education is set to consider approval of renovations to Fruita Monument High School 
(FMHS) at their Feb. 5th meeting. While the City has expressed much support from the City Council and 
staff to the Board of Education and District staff since the Bond & Mill Levy were passed, which included 
much of the proposed renovations on the list of projects to be completed, it is important to continue to 
express that support at the meeting. Since we have a City Council meeting the same night, which 
complicates attendance at the Board meeting, you may email School Board President, Tom Parrish at 
t.parrish@bresnan.net or District A (Fruita) Representative Doug Levinson at 
doug.levinson1@gmail.com. Improvements may be viewed online at 
https://d51schoolsfmhs.ss13.sharpschool.com/news/what_s_new/summer_construction_at_f_m_h_s_
begins. Note that the District has already allocated funds and begun contracting the design of the 
renovations. A letter sent to parents, staff and community leaders from Principal Todd McClaskey is 
posted below that summarizes the improvements. 

 
General Updates 

• Congrats to Derek Biddle (Family Health West) who will serve a second term as Fruita Area 
Chamber of Commerce  Board of Directors and new Directors KJ Kline (Edward Jones) and Greg 
Olsen (Growl Agency)! 

 
 

Planning & Development  

To see active reviews of current projects, you may visit: https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-

development-projects  

Major/ Minor Subdivisions:    

mailto:t.parrish@bresnan.net
mailto:doug.levinson1@gmail.com
https://d51schoolsfmhs.ss13.sharpschool.com/news/what_s_new/summer_construction_at_f_m_h_s_begins
https://d51schoolsfmhs.ss13.sharpschool.com/news/what_s_new/summer_construction_at_f_m_h_s_begins
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects


   
 

 
 

• Iron Wheel Major Subdivision final plat/plan application under review.    

• Garden Estates Final Plat (located at 910 Adams Drive, south of I-70 and west of 18 Road in 

Fruita, Colorado.)     

• Cooper Minor Subdivision    

• Brandon Estates PUD Amendment and Preliminary Plan    

• Pinedale Estates 3 Minor Subdivision (Replat) 

• Mossberg Minor Subdivision  

• Oak Creek: (Located at the Northwest Corner of 18 ½ & K 4/10 Rd) 

o Annexation Petition 

o Zoning Petition (requesting CR zoning) 

o Preliminary Plan  

 Site Design Review:   

• Munchies Restaurant: Currently under construction.    

• FHE (Frank Henry Equipment): Construction is underway.     

• Raptor Rd Storage (614 Raptor Rd Storage)    

• Colorado Canyons (Family Health West) has started construction of the hospital expansion.   

• Einstein/Qdoba Site Design Review  
 
Other Land Use Applications:  

• 213 N Ash St VRBO  

Engineering 
• Cedar Way Infrastructure Improvements project has completed the underground piping for the 

irrigation and sewer.  The cleanup of road basing the alley and finish paving of Cedar north of 

Aspen Ave. remain. 

• The Highway 6 Sewer Interceptor Extension project is out for rebid.  The bid opening date is 

scheduled for February 22. 

• There was an information meeting for the updated Transportation Impact Fee held at the Grand 

Junction Area Chamber of Commerce this week with member of the building and development 

community in attendance.  The city of Fruita will be holding their own meetings with the 

development community at dates to be determined.   

• The Fruita Community Center and Family Health West campus will continue to see the 

connector road between Coulson St. And Cherry St. closed through next week while crews make 

utility connections for the Family Health West expansion.                    

Public Works 
• Congrats to four or our staff who successfully passed various waste water license tests this 

week. 



   
 

 
 

• Road crews are working filling pot holes and grading dirt roads within the City.  
 

Parks & Recreation 

• Held annual training for all Community Center staff and Katie Gardner with District 51 presented 
on positive youth development, which was very beneficial to staff and now being implemented 
into staff training.  

• Next week Parks is planning to begin renovating the planter behind the stage in Civic Center 
Park to clean it up and make it more water wise. 

• Hired our new Aquatics Coordinator Skylar Hirsch who will start in mid-February following the 
High School Swim season (He is currently the High School Swim Team Coach). 

• Conducted finalist interviews for Facility Manager and hope to make final decision next week.  

 
Finance/City Clerk 

• Working on grant filings, preparation for the audit and the 2020 annual budget.  

 
FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  

• The fight against teen vaping: https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/The-fight-against-teen-
vaping-505175641.html 

• Forum’s message to teens: vape pens as bad as cigarettes: 
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/forum-s-message-to-teens-vape-pens-as-
bad-as/article_9e389aa6-25e6-11e9-bde4-10604b9ffe60.html 

• Threat made against Fruita Monument High School: 
https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Threat-made-against-Fruita-Monument-High-School-
505175321.html 

• Divided vote marks reopening of Fruita DMV: 
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/divided-vote-marks-reopening-of-fruita-
dmv/article_4bf8b8c2-2396-11e9-b59c-10604b9f6eda.html 

• Fruita DMV to reopen: https://www.gjsentinel.com/breaking/breaking_news/fruita-dmv-to-
reopen/article_7031ad22-2326-11e9-9d86-3fa51fe84de3.html 

• Mesa County Commissioners approve reopening Fruita’s DMV: 
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/Mesa-County-Commissioners-approve-reopening-
Fruitas-DMV-504991871.html 

• Go Baby Go gets funding for 5 years: 
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/505175931.html 

• Punching back on Parkinson’s: Fruita clinic helps patients with boxing class: 
https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Punching-back-on-Parkinsons-Fruita-clinic-helps-
patients-with-boxing-class-505111121.html 

• Clearing up misconceptions about vaping: https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-
news/clearing-up-misconceptions-about-vaping/1741037609 

• Sportsmen air ideas and gripes on hunting rules: 
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/sportsmen-air-ideas-and-gripes-on-
hunting-rules/article_d8fb2866-251e-11e9-b11c-10604b9f7e7c.html 

• Colorado National Monument employees back to work: 
https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Monument-employees--504990981.html 
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• Monument mostly back open, though shutdown effects ‘long-lasting’: 
https://www.gjsentinel.com/breaking/monument-mostly-back-open-though-shutdown-effects-
long-lasting/article_17c5213c-2349-11e9-b866-ab2e9c8e6834.html 

• Biz Buzz—Life Vue (Fruita): https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/business/biz-buzz-for-
jan/article_1ebdb0f0-21f8-11e9-b487-10604b9f1ff4.html 

• Pest Control District awaits renewal Mesa County: 
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/505169381.html 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS (Please let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if 
multiple council members plan to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you when 
needed.): 

• Tomorrow, Feb. 2 is the annual D51 Foundation White Iced event at CMU.  

• Feb. 4 is the Boards & Commission Appreciation Night at the Community Center at 7 pm.  

• Feb. 9  is the 2019 Fruita Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Banquet from 5:30 – 10:00 pm at 
the Community Center (poster below). Details at 
https://info.fruitachamber.org/events/details/2019-annual-awards-banquet-fruita-area-
chamber-of-commerce-11099 

• Feb. 16 is the Sweetheart 5k/10k Run from 9 am – 1 pm at the Community Center. 

• March 9 is An Evening of Art in Fruita from 6:30 – 9:30 pm at the Community Center.  

• March 30 is the 9 Health Fair from 7 – 11 am at the Community Center.  

• The Business Incubator calendar of events is below.  

• The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website at: http://www.fruita.org/calendar. 

• The 2019 Events Information is also available online at: 
https://www.fruita.org/sites/default/files/fileattachments/parks_and_recreation/page/302/201
9_calendar_of_events_1.4.19.pdf. 
 

 
 

 
CC. Department Directors 
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