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Weekly Info Update 

To:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From: MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date: JANUARY 25, 2019 

Re:  WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE   

 

Senator Gardner Visit to Fruita 
We hosted Senator Cory Gardner in Fruita Monday and Tuesday. We toured FHE and 
learned about their success, challenges and 70,000 square foot expansion and 
addition of nearly 50 new jobs upon completion. We also toured the Imondi Wake 
Zone Park and the site of the Lagoon Redevelopment (joined by our private partner) 
to learn about these City public-private partnerships. The Senator joined the Fruita 
Chamber Government Affairs Committee afterwards. He met with Family Health 
West the following day. Thanks to Mayor Kincaid for joining in on these visits.  

 
New Fruita Elementary School 
D51 Board of Education approved the Chief Operating Officer for the District to enter 
the District into a contract for about 10 acres of land, a portion of Burenheide Estates 
located near 18 ½ Road and K 4/10 Road. They hope to have the school ready by the 
2020 school year.   

 
Fruita Monument High School 
D51 Board of Education is set to consider approval of renovations to Fruita 
Monument High School (FMHS) at their Feb. 5th meeting. While the City has 
expressed much support from the City Council and staff to the Board of Education 
and District staff since the Bond & Mill Levy were passed, which included much of the 
proposed renovations on the list of projects to be completed, it is important to 
continue to express that support at the meeting. Since we have a City Council 
meeting the same night, which complicates attendance at the Board meeting, you 
may email School Board President, Tom Parrish at t.parrish@bresnan.net or District A 
(Fruita) Representative Doug Levinson at doug.levinson1@gmail.com. Improvements 
may be viewed online at: 

mailto:t.parrish@bresnan.net
mailto:doug.levinson1@gmail.com


   
 

 
 

https://d51schoolsfmhs.ss13.sharpschool.com/news/what_s_new/summer_construction_at_f_m_h_s_
begins. Note that the District has already allocated funds and begun contracting the design of the 
renovations. A letter sent to parents, staff and community leaders from Principal Todd McClaskey is 
posted below that summarizes the improvements.  

 
9th Safest City in Colorado 
Alarms.com rated Fruita the 9th safest city in Colorado based on most recent FBI Uniform Crime 
Reports Statistics.  https://www.alarms.org/safest-cities-in-colorado/ 
 
Lagoon Redevelopment 
We had an energizing brainstorming session led by our private partners Thursday afternoon and evening 
at the Dinosaur Journey meeting room. The group included Fruita staff, Mayor Kincaid, Mayor Pro Tem 
Lori Buck and our private partners with representatives from Bray Real Estate, Ciavonne, Roberts and 
Associates, River City Consultants, Sorter Construction and Over the Edge Fruita. The survey of the 
property is complete. River City has begun the U.S. Army Corp of engineers (USACE) Diligence and 
Utilities studies. Thursday’s session was the kick-off to the work Ciavonne, Roberts & Associates is 
completing to take the concept plan to a Planned Unit Development Plan. We also toured the property 
this week with a business prospect that contacted us.  

 
Community Plan Consultant Search 
We were fortunate to receive 5 proposals for consultant services to assist the City in updating the Fruita 
Community Plan through an engaging community process. We have narrowed to two finalist firms to be 
interviewed Monday by a committee of staff and assigned representatives from City Council and 
Planning Commission. 

 
Road Closure at Community Center/Family Health West 
The Family Health West expansion project will necessitate a closure of the east-west road in between 
the Community Center and the hospital beginning Monday for a week and a half.  

 
Fruita Teen Vaping Prevention Event for Teens and Parents (cont.) 
See the attached flyer on a Vaping prevention presentation created to educate parents on vaping and 
the impacts it is having our youth.  The presentation will be on Thursday, January 31st at 6:00 pm at 
Fruita Middle School.  To remove the barriers of parent participation, dinner and child care for 
preschoolers and up will be provided.  Parents are asked to register – link can be found on the flyer.  
Vaping paraphernalia will be on hand so parents can see and hold and know what vaping products are 
and parents will learn how to talk to their youth about vaping.  This is part of the Fruita Youth Initiative. 

 
Elevation Outdoors’ Best of the Rockies 2019 Contest (cont.) 
Please vote for our Fruita and Valley Friends on this contest. Incredible how many made the nomination 
process! Loki Gear—Businesses; Over the Edges Sports Fruita—Bike Retail Shop; Colorado Backcountry 
Biker Fruita—Bike Guide Company; Devon Balet—Photographer; Grand Junction Off-Road—Mountain 
Bike Race; Colterris Palisade—Winery; Hot Tomato Fruita—Restaurant; Bestslope Coffee & Aspen Street 
Coffee Fruit—Coffee Shop (Two contenders in this category); Big Mike’s Pork & Wings Fruita—Food 
Truck; Horsethief Bench Fruita—Mountain Bike Ride; Colorado National Monument Fruita—Road Bike 

https://d51schoolsfmhs.ss13.sharpschool.com/news/what_s_new/summer_construction_at_f_m_h_s_begins
https://d51schoolsfmhs.ss13.sharpschool.com/news/what_s_new/summer_construction_at_f_m_h_s_begins
https://www.alarms.org/safest-cities-in-colorado/


   
 

 
 

Ride; Ruby-Horsethief Fruita—River Trip; Colorado National Monument Fruita—Campground; Imondi 
Wake Zone Fruita— Kid-friendly outdoor destination AND Adventure Park (zip lines, etc.). 
https://www.elevationoutdoors.com/best-of-the-rockies/ 

 
General Updates 

• The 2019 Kokopelli 100 MTB & Relay lotter registration opened Wednesday. The race is being 
modified from a Fruita to Moab race to a downtown Fruita to Colorado/Utah Border and back 
course. www.kokopelli100.com.  

• Staff will be participating in the CMU Water Series multiple days in Feb. 

• AGNC is scheduled to host their October Board meeting in Fruita at the Community Center, 
Wednesday Oct. 16 from 9 am – 1:30 pm. The schedule of monthly meetings is posted below.  

 
 

Planning & Development  

To see active reviews of current projects, you may visit: https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-

development-projects  

Major/ Minor Subdivisions:    

• Iron Wheel Major Subdivision final plat/plan application under review.    

• Garden Estates Major Subdivision (located at 910 Adams Drive, south of I-70 and west of 18 

Road in Fruita, Colorado.)   

• Grand Valley Estates II Major Subdivision    

• Cooper Minor Subdivision 

• Brandon Estates PUD Amendment and Preliminary Plan    

• Village at Country Creek Filing #6 Preliminary Plan 

• Oak Creek Preliminary Plan - This is a request to approve a Preliminary Plan application to 

approve 28 new residential lots) 

 Site Design Review:   

• Munchies Restaurant: Currently under construction.    

• FHE: Construction is underway.     

• Snooks Bottom BBQ Site Design (132 West McCune Ave)    

• Raptor Rd Storage (614 Raptor Rd Storage)    

• Colorado Canyons (Family Health West) has started construction of the hospital expansion.   

• Einstein’s Bagels/Qdoba Site Design Review 

Other Land Use Applications:  

https://www.elevationoutdoors.com/best-of-the-rockies/
http://www.kokopelli100.com/
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects


   
 

 
 

• Oak Creek South Annexation -This is a request to Annex the property at (1840 K 4/10 Road) into 

the City of Fruita. 

• Oak Creek North Annexation - This is a request to Annex the property at (1149 18 (1/2) Road) 

into the City of Fruita. 

• Oak Creek North and 2019-04 Oak Creek South Zoning Petition: This is a request to zone 

properties (1840 K 4/10 Road & 1149 18 (1/2) Road) and place them into the Community 

Residential Zone.  

Engineering 
• The re-bid of the Highway 6 sewer project begins advertising Sunday with a bid opening 

scheduled for Feb. 22. 

• Bids for the Parks pump house projects are due today.  

• The sewer portion of the Cedar Way project is nearly complete in final location in the alley east 

of Cedar and work will turn to finalizing irrigation, paving and clean-up. 

Public Works 
• Public Works is hiring for a part-time custodian. 

• Relocating the Waste Management rolling recycle totes that used to be in the downtown and 
have temporarily been at the Civic Center to City Shops. These are sued to empty the downtown 
artistic recycle bins into.   

• Working with the State Historical Fund regarding the 20-year active covenant that ends in 2023. 
This requires permission for major updates to the building based on funding received in the past 
for repairing the elevator. They approved the replacement of the north doors, but unfortunately 
the process will not enable the doors to be completed in time for utilizing the AGNC $5,000 
grant.  

• Staff has completed a crosswalk criteria matrix to better determine crosswalk needs and will 
present this to City Council Feb. 5.  

 

Parks & Recreation 

• 6 of the 7 new informational signs at the Colorado Welcome Center are installed and look great.  

• Working with the Fruita Trails Initiative (local partners) to develop a trail maintenance crew with 
Western Colorado Conservation Corps to address trail maintenance needs this Spring.  

• Staff has been busy interviewing for the new FCC Facility Manager and the Aquatics Coordinator 

•  Volleyball and Special Olympics are using the FCC Gym, so it might feel a bit cramped – at least 
more cramped than usual. 

• Speaking of facility usage, the Chamber banquet is on Saturday, February 9th and the Sweetheart 
Run is the following week on February 16th.  

• The annual FCC all staff meeting is this coming Sunday where we conduct some annual trainings 
and update staff on activities from the past year as well as what is planned for the coming year. 

• The road between the FCC and Colorado Canyons will have temporary closures during the next 
couple of weeks as the hospital will be tying in utilities for their new facility. 

 



   
 

 
 

Human Resources/IT/Tourism 
• Please see the December reports from Slate Communications. 

• Slate Communications is working on a complete revamp of www.fruita.org that will be live 
sometime near March.  

 
Finance/City Clerk 

• Work continues on the Community Center bonds to establish the parameters ordinance to bring 
to Council in February.  

• Staff is preparing for the upcoming 2019 Financial Audit. 

• We are completing an internal audit of mobile device usage, needs, etc. 
 

 
FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  

• Fruita Monument High School Plans Renovations: 
https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/fruita-monument-high-school-plans-
renovations/1724689166 

• D51 picks land, architect for new Fruita elementary school: 
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/504770331.html 

• Run and savor—Sweet events planned for Fruita: https://thebusinesstimes.com/run-and-savor-
sweet-events-planned-for-fruita/ 

• Fruita hospital joins in opioid project: https://thebusinesstimes.com/fruita-hospital-joins-in-
opioid-project/ 

• Grand Valley Home Loans changes prices: https://thebusinesstimes.com/grand-valley-home-
loans-changes-pricing/ 

• FBI arrest ‘Traveling Bandit’ in Fruita wanted for multiple bank robberies across the U.S.: 
https://kutv.com/news/local/fbi-arrest-traveling-bandit-wanted-for-multiple-bank-robberies-
across-the-us (Many news outlets across the country reporting on this) 

• Fruita ranked in top 10 safest Colorado cities: 
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/504771041.html AND http://95rockfm.com/fruita-
is-one-of-colorados-10-safest-cities/ AND https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Fruita-ranked-
in-top-ten-safest-Colorado-cities-504771011.html AND  

• The headless rooster from Fruita: https://douglascountyherald.com/2019/01/the-headless-
rooster-from-fruita/ 

• Hundreds march to remember Martin Luther King Jr.: 
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/504675912.html 

• Time of tension: https://www.gjsentinel.com/lifestyle/time-of-tension/article_d30c56b4-1c7c-
11e9-9d8d-10604b9f7e7c.html 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS (Please let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if 
multiple council members plan to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you when 
needed.): 

• Jan. 31 is the vaping education event for adults. See flyer below.  

http://www.fruita.org/
https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/fruita-monument-high-school-plans-renovations/1724689166
https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/fruita-monument-high-school-plans-renovations/1724689166
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/504770331.html
https://thebusinesstimes.com/run-and-savor-sweet-events-planned-for-fruita/
https://thebusinesstimes.com/run-and-savor-sweet-events-planned-for-fruita/
https://thebusinesstimes.com/fruita-hospital-joins-in-opioid-project/
https://thebusinesstimes.com/fruita-hospital-joins-in-opioid-project/
https://thebusinesstimes.com/grand-valley-home-loans-changes-pricing/
https://thebusinesstimes.com/grand-valley-home-loans-changes-pricing/
https://kutv.com/news/local/fbi-arrest-traveling-bandit-wanted-for-multiple-bank-robberies-across-the-us
https://kutv.com/news/local/fbi-arrest-traveling-bandit-wanted-for-multiple-bank-robberies-across-the-us
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/504771041.html
http://95rockfm.com/fruita-is-one-of-colorados-10-safest-cities/
http://95rockfm.com/fruita-is-one-of-colorados-10-safest-cities/
https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Fruita-ranked-in-top-ten-safest-Colorado-cities-504771011.html
https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Fruita-ranked-in-top-ten-safest-Colorado-cities-504771011.html
https://douglascountyherald.com/2019/01/the-headless-rooster-from-fruita/
https://douglascountyherald.com/2019/01/the-headless-rooster-from-fruita/
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/504675912.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/lifestyle/time-of-tension/article_d30c56b4-1c7c-11e9-9d8d-10604b9f7e7c.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/lifestyle/time-of-tension/article_d30c56b4-1c7c-11e9-9d8d-10604b9f7e7c.html


   
 

 
 

• Feb. 9 is the 2019 Fruita Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Banquet from 5:30 – 10:00 pm at 
the Community Center (poster below). Details at 
https://info.fruitachamber.org/events/details/2019-annual-awards-banquet-fruita-area-
chamber-of-commerce-11099 

• Feb. 16 is the Sweetheart 5k/10k Run from 9 am – 1 pm at the Community Center. 

• March 9 is An Evening of Art in Fruita from 6:30 – 9:30 pm at the Community Center.  

• March 30 is the 9 Health Fair from 7 – 11 am at the Community Center.  

• The Business Incubator calendar of events is below.  

• The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website at: http://www.fruita.org/calendar. 

• The 2019 Events Information is also available online at: 
https://www.fruita.org/sites/default/files/fileattachments/parks_and_recreation/page/302/201
9_calendar_of_events_1.4.19.pdf. 
 

 
 

 
CC. Department Directors 

 
 

 

https://info.fruitachamber.org/events/details/2019-annual-awards-banquet-fruita-area-chamber-of-commerce-11099
https://info.fruitachamber.org/events/details/2019-annual-awards-banquet-fruita-area-chamber-of-commerce-11099
http://www.fruita.org/calendar
https://www.fruita.org/sites/default/files/fileattachments/parks_and_recreation/page/302/2019_calendar_of_events_1.4.19.pdf
https://www.fruita.org/sites/default/files/fileattachments/parks_and_recreation/page/302/2019_calendar_of_events_1.4.19.pdf


   
 

 
 

 



   
 

 
 

 



   
 

 
 

 



   
 

 
 

 



   
 

 
 

 



   
 

 
 

 



   
 

 
 

    



   
 

 
 

 



   
 

 
 

 


