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Weekly Info Update 

To:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From: MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date: JANUARY 11, 2019 

Re:  WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE   

 

Tuesday’s City Council Meeting 
The agenda includes a couple proclamations followed by a presentation from Pete 
Firmin, Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW) on CPW fee increases. We have a large 
consent agenda, 5 public hearings and one administrative presentation.  

 
Public-Private Partnership Agreement with Cores is Executed 
The agreement is executed! Looking forward to next steps. First will be initiating the 
Phase One studies and quickly working on the next phases of a real estate 
agreement, design, marketing, grant application, etc.  
 
Fruita Teen Vaping Prevention Event for Teens and Parents 
See the attached flyer on a Vaping prevention presentation created to educate 
parents on vaping and the impacts it is having on our youth.  The presentation will be 
held on Thursday, January 31st at 6:00 pm at Fruita Middle School.  To remove the 
barriers of parent participation, dinner and child care for preschoolers and up will be 
provided.  Parents are asked to register – the link can be found on the flyer.  Vaping 
paraphernalia will be on hand so parents can see and hold and know what vaping 
products are and parents will learn how to talk to their youth about vaping.  This is 
part of the Fruita Youth Initiative. 

 
Life of Pie—Patagonia’s Movie on Hot Tomato 
Congratulations to Hot Tomato with the release of their movie Patagonia created! 
The first showing is in Crested Butte this weekend and we are working with them for 
Patagonia to do a showing in Fruita in the spring.  
 
General Updates 
• November City sales tax revenues were up 6% over Nov. 2018; YTD thru Nov. 

revenues were up 13.4% thru the same period in 2018. If oil & gas related sales 
tax revenues were removed, the YTD would be about 4% up.  

• All 5 Fruita school principals were eager, excited and are committed to 
recognizing student(s) and teacher/staff of the month at specific Council 
meetings in 2019 beginning with the Feb. 5th City Council meeting.  



   
 

 
 

• Fruita residents recycled 53 tons of cans, bottles, paper and cardboard in December. See full 
report below.  

• Enjoyed speaking to and interacting with the FMHS AP Government class this morning.  

• The Chamber Business After Hours we hosted last night in F-Works filled the house. 
Management Analyst Shannon Vassen conducted an interactive trivia game with prizes and the 
event was very well attended.  

• Shannon has begun working on setting up a community engagement series with the City 
Manager where we will invite interested residents to discuss particular subjects via bike, 
walking, hiking, in local coffee shops, etc. The idea would be to post and promote a schedule of 
different times, settings and topics and to allow for different schedules and groups of people. 
The plan is to also have a Council member attend and likely one of the Department directors 
depending on schedules and topics.  

• Shannon is also monitoring legislative matters through the Chamber’s Government Affairs 
Committee, AGNC and CML.  
 

 
 

Planning & Development  

To see active reviews of current projects, you may visit: https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-

development-projects  

Major/ Minor Subdivisions:    

• Iron Wheel Major Subdivision final plat/plan application under review.    

• Garden Estates Major Subdivision (located at 910 Adams Drive, south of I-70 and west of 18 
Road in Fruita, Colorado.)   

• Grand Valley Estates II Major Subdivision    

• Cooper Minor Subdivision 

• Brandon Estates PUD Amendment and Preliminary Plan    

• Village at Country Creek Filing #6 Preliminary Plan 

• Oak Creek Preliminary Plan - This is a request to approve a Preliminary Plan application to 
approve 28 new residential lots) 

 
 Site Design Review:   

• Munchies Restaurant: Currently under construction.    

• FHE: Construction is underway.     

• Snooks Bottom BBQ Site Design (132 West McCune Ave)    

• Raptor Rd Storage (614 Raptor Rd Storage)    

• Colorado Canyons (Family Health West) continues construction of the hospital expansion   

• Einstein’s Bagels/Qdoba Site Design Review 
 

Other Land Use Applications:  

https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects


   
 

 
 

• Oak Creek South Annexation - This is a request to annex the property at (1840 K 4/10 Road) into 
the City of Fruita. 

•  Oak Creek North Annexation - This is a request to annex the property at (1149 18 ½ Road) into 
the City of Fruita. 

• Oak Creek North and 2019-04 Oak Creek South Zoning Petition: This is a request to zone 
properties (1840 K 4/10 Road & 1149 18 ½ Road) and place them into the Community 
Residential Zone.  

 
Engineering 

• A request for design/build services for new pumphouses at Reed Park, Prospector Park, Heritage 

Park, and the Civic Center went out this week with a due date of January 25, 2019. 

• Cedar Way Infrastructure Improvements continue with sewer line construction work in the alley 

east of Cedar Way north of Aspen Ave. 

• For safety reasons, temporary lighting at the new FCC east parking lot is installed and 

expectations are the permanent lighting will be installed in the next few weeks. 

Public Works 
• Maintenance crews were busy most of this week with snow removal operations. This has 

included using roughly 6,500 gallons of deicer and 200 tons of sand for icy conditions in the past 
month.  Crews are still working to clean up snow piles and address icy areas, as well as 
addressing drainage issues as the snow melts (maybe next week?). Their efforts are much 
appreciated as staff has already expended over 65 manhours of overtime already this year on 
snow removal and have adjusted work schedules to meet the maintenance demands.       

• Staff completed initial interviews for open Maintenance Worker positions and will be offering 
jobs to two applicants that we are excited to have join the team. 

• The I-70 Lift Station now has two new holes in it...but don’t worry, these holes were drilled into 
the structure as part of planned improvements that will improve maintenance access and allow 
staff to clean the lift stations in a safer manner.   

 

Parks & Recreation 

• Parks is one of the highest rated services in Fruita and to maintain that level of service, Parks 
staff is taking some time this winter to develop a POST Maintenance Plan that will provide staff 

with guidelines, standards and maintenance schedules to provide a system of parks, open 
space areas and trails that are consistently cared for in a quality manner.  Staff just 
reviewed a draft outline and is now in the process of creating guidelines, schedules, etc. 

• The elevator at the FCC was repaired this week and is now fully operational.  We 
understand this caused some concern and inconvenience with some of our patrons and 
we thank them for their patience as we worked to have it repaired. 

• The amp for sound system that plays music and provides a PA system for the entire FCC 
is also being repaired or better yet, replaced. 

 
Finance/City Clerk 



   
 

 
 

• Participated in a conference call and preliminary discussion and analysis of potential refinancing 
of FCC Sales and Use Tax bonds. 

• The 2019 Annual Budget Document is complete and on the City’s website at  
https://www.fruita.org/administration/page/budget .  Hard copies of the 2019 Annual Budget 
are available to the City Council on request.  

 

Police 

• Corporal Schimek’s promotion took effect January 6th and he is now filling the role of a 
patrol supervisor. 

• Officer Hackley successfully completed field training and is on solo patrol.  
 
FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  

• City Council Letter to Editor—Fruita’s growth justifies decision for new school: 
https://www.gjsentinel.com/opinion/printed-letters-jan/article_72ba1aea-13ac-11e9-ba26-
8bc26120192b.html 

• Sworn public servants: https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/sworn-public-
servants/article_14cd447c-13e1-11e9-9d11-10604b9f7e7c.html 

• School Board parses needs, with $18.4M for construction: 
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/school-board-parses-needs-with-m-for-
construction/article_1493a014-13e1-11e9-9d0f-10604b9f7e7c.html 

• Painstaking approach: https://www.gjsentinel.com/lifestyle/health_and_wellness/painstaking-
approach/article_c85301ee-13e1-11e9-8f8d-10604b9f6eda.html 

• Day 18 of the shutdown—Is it impacting our parks?: https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Day-
18-of-the-shutdown-Is-it-impacting-our-parks-504074871.html 
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS (Please let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if 
multiple council members plan to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you when 
needed.): 

• Jan. 31 is the Fruita Teen Vaping Prevention event by the Fruita Youth Initiative at Fruita Middle 
School from 6-7:30 pm—registration at bit.ly/fruitavaping.  

• Feb. 9 is the 2019 Fruita Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Banquet from 5:30 – 10:00 pm at 
the Community Center (poster below). Details at 
https://info.fruitachamber.org/events/details/2019-annual-awards-banquet-fruita-area-
chamber-of-commerce-11099 

• Feb. 16 is the Sweetheart 5k/10k Run from 9 am – 1 pm at the Community Center. 

• March 9 is An Evening of Art in Fruita from 6:30 – 9:30 pm at the Community Center.  

• March 30 is the 9 Health Fair from 7 – 11 am at the Community Center.  

• The Business Incubator calendar of events is below.  

• The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website at: http://www.fruita.org/calendar. 

https://www.fruita.org/administration/page/budget
https://www.gjsentinel.com/opinion/printed-letters-jan/article_72ba1aea-13ac-11e9-ba26-8bc26120192b.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/opinion/printed-letters-jan/article_72ba1aea-13ac-11e9-ba26-8bc26120192b.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/sworn-public-servants/article_14cd447c-13e1-11e9-9d11-10604b9f7e7c.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/sworn-public-servants/article_14cd447c-13e1-11e9-9d11-10604b9f7e7c.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/school-board-parses-needs-with-m-for-construction/article_1493a014-13e1-11e9-9d0f-10604b9f7e7c.html
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http://www.fruita.org/calendar


   
 

 
 

• The 2019 Events Information is also available online at: 
https://www.fruita.org/sites/default/files/fileattachments/parks_and_recreation/page/302/201
9_calendar_of_events_1.4.19.pdf. 
 

 
 

 
CC. Department Directors 
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