
 

Honor the Past – Envision the Future  FRUITA    

 
 
325 E Aspen 
Suite 155 
Fruita CO  81521 
 
Phone: 
970-858-3663 
 
Fax: 
970-858-0210  
 
E Mail 
fruita@fruita.org 
 
Web Site 
fruita.org 
 
City Manager’s Office 
970-858-3663 
 
City Clerk/Finance 
970-858-3663 
 
Community  
Development 
970-858-0786 
 
Engineering 
970-858-8377 
 
Human Resources 
970-858-8373 
 
Public Works 
970-858-9558 
 
Recreation Dept. 
970-858-0360 
 

     Weekly Info Update 
To:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From: MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date: October 5, 2018 

Re:  WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE   

 
October 11 Trail Dedication Celebration (Cont.) & North Fruita Desert 
Master Planning Open House  
While the new 4.5-mile Kokopelli section of the Riverfront Trail is already open and 
many people are enjoying it daily, the formal celebration open to the public will be 
October 11 in Civic Center Park with a bon fire, live music and more. Join us at 5pm at 
the Loma Interchange to build the final strip of the singletrack from the end of the 
trial to the trailhead and ride into town on the new trial. Many, many invitations 
have been emailed to numerous partners. In conjunction, is feedback gathering on 
the North Fruita Desert Master Plan in an open house at the Community Center. See 
details and invites below: 



 
 

 



 
 

 
 
TID BITS:  

 The updated Budget Calendar is posted below.  
 I had a successful trip to Denver to interview candidates for the 2019 -2020 Best & Brightest 

internship in Fruita funded in large part by DOLA.  
 Next week will be busy with T.H.E. Trails Summit Wed. – Fri. at the Community Center, the 

Kokopelli Section of the Riverfront Trail Dedication event at the Civic Center Thursday, the North 
Fruita Desert Master Planning sessions Thursday at the Community Center and downtown 
event, and staff also attending the Grand Valley Strategic Report by the International Mountain 
Bike Association meeting Friday. Events info is below.  

Engineering 



 
 

 Contractor for Highway 6 Sewer Interceptor Project has installed new sewer to the first 
manhole.  Murray Drain 60-inch storm drain pipe has been installed as well. 

 Sewer line installation progresses in Cedar Way.  The sewer south of Aspen Avenue may be 
complete by the end of this week or into the early part of next week. 

 John Vasey was in Denver Wednesday and Thursday for training on Federal Aid Highway 
Program for Federally Funded projects. 

 
Planning & Development 

 We have issued 78 residential planning clearances to date this year. See full report below.  
 To see active reviews of current projects, you may visit: 

https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects 
 

Major/ Minor Subdivisions:  

 Soren Estates is currently under construction. 
 Pinewood Estates has concluded construction.  
 Iron Wheel Major Subdivision final plat/plan application under review.  
 Garden Estates Major Subdivision (located at 910 Adams Drive, south of I-70 and west of 18 

Road in Fruita, Colorado.) 
 Adobe Falls has scheduled a final walkthrough with City Staff.  
 Oak Creek Major Subdivision (located at 18 ½ & K.4 Rd) currently under review 

 
Site Design Review:  
 

 Munchies Restaurant: Currently under construction.  
 FHE: Construction is underway. 
 Dolan Storage Units: proposing about 30 new storage units along Highway 6 & 50. Staff is 

working with the applicant on their application.   
 Snooks Bottom BBQ Site Design (132 West McCune Ave)  
 Raptor Rd Storage (614 Raptor Rd Storage)  

 

Other Projects & Code Amendments: 

 Oak Creek North Annexation (The project is located on the northwest corner of K 4/10 Road at 
the intersection with 18 ½ Road.) 

 Oak Creek South Annexation (The project is located on the northwest corner of K 4/10 Road at 
the intersection with 18 ½ Road.) 

 Minor Subdivision Land Use Code Amendment  
 DMU Lot Size Land Use Code Amendment  
 Revegetation and Grand Fee Land Use Code Amendment  
 Downtown Parking Design Exception Land Use Code Amendment  

 
 



 
 

Public Works 
 Public Works is planning on shutting down city irrigation beginning  Monday October 22, it 

should be completely off by the afternoon of the 23. 
 In process of reviewing applications for the vacant mechanic position and plan to interview 

applicants next week. 
 Terry Anderson, Wastewater Superintendent, attended the annual WEFTEC conference this 

week in New Orleans.  This conference is hosted by the Water Environment Foundation and 
focuses on water quality education, training, and technologies. 

 As a result of the power outage during the Skippers Island Fire in May, Public Works coordinated 
with CDOT to request installing backup power systems on the stop lights on Highway 6 at Pine 
Street.  This week, CDOT replaced the signal cabinet with the assistance of the Fruita staff, which 
includes the backup power supply to be better prepared for potential emergency operations. 

 
Parks & Recreation 

 Staff is doing final preparations for a busy week next week - Trail Dedication, North Fruita Desert 
Master Plan Open House and THE Trail Summit. 

 Staff is working on a draft GOCO Planning Grant Application – preparing narratives, finalizing 
budget, drafting the City Council support resolution and soliciting support letters 

 FCC visits for September was slower than last year but on pace with previous years.  See 
below/attached visitation summary. 

 The BLM has an updated new map for the Kokopelli Trails in the NCA: 
https://www.blm.gov/documents/colorado/public-room/map/mcinnis-canyons-national-
conservation-area-kokopelli-loops 

Police 
 The suspects from the recent Family Dollar robbery have been identified and are in custody in 

another state. Investigation is continuing. 
 National Coffee with a Cop Day was Wednesday, October 3. Events took place at BestSlope, 

Aspen Street, and Starbucks that morning. 
 You may see some pink poking out under our officers’ uniforms as they support Breast Cancer 

Awareness month. 
 
Human Resources/Tourism 

 See Travel Channel’s article on Fruita and other great mountain bike destinations in Colorado: 
https://www.travelchannel.com/interests/outdoors-and-adventure/photos/mountain-biking-
destinations-in-colorado 

 Great Denver Post article on Rattlesnake Arches: 
https://theknow.denverpost.com/2018/10/04/colorado-arches-rattlesnake-canyon-
fruita/195568/ 

 The FTAC reviewed special event applications for 2019 and will have recommendations in the 
budget presentation to Council on Dec. 16.  

 
 



 
 

FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  
 Fight’s not over after conservation fund expires: 

https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/fight-s-not-over-after-conservation-fund-
expires/article_cd8ddf2e-c609-11e8-b035-10604b9f7e7c.html 

 City suddenly in the money: https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/city-
suddenly-in-the-money/article_7fc6fc66-c60a-11e8-a548-10604b9f7e7c.html 

 Dollar store bandits caught in Missouri: https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/Dollar-
Store-Bandits-caught-in-Missouri--495224541.html AND 
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/mo-suspects-believed-linked-to-local-
cases/article_64060468-c6cd-11e8-9ee8-10604b9f7e7c.html 

 Suspect jailed in burglaries of storage units: 
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/suspect-jailed-in-burglaries-of-storage-
units/article_c3c9d6d8-c53b-11e8-b65f-10604b9f7e7c.html 

 Hartman Rocks a singletrack feast in Western Colorado: https://gazette.com/life/happy-trails-
hartman-rocks-a-singletrack-feast-in-western-colorado/article_5e46d3a6-c04a-11e8-9ccb-
370cebcf17a8.html 

 Open air painting at Colorado National Monument: 
https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Open-air-painting-at-Colorado-National-Monument-
494740891.html 

 LWCF must be resuscitated: https://www.gjsentinel.com/opinion/editorials/lwcf-must-be-
resuscitated/article_0ed18d52-c793-11e8-a852-10604b9f1ff4.html 

 Whose to blame if we run out of wild?: https://www.gjsentinel.com/opinion/columns/who-s-to-
blame-if-we-run-out-of-wild/article_4dda8402-c439-11e8-970b-10604b9ffe60.html 

 Fruita’s Family Dollar store robbed at gunpoint Thursday: 
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/fruita-s-family-dollar-store-robbed-at-
gunpoint-thursday/article_f116331e-c39e-11e8-8208-10604b9ffe60.html 

 Moon Farm pumpkin patch opens Saturday: 
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/494657031.html 

 A burning penalty: https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/a-burning-
penalty/article_cdd153f8-c609-11e8-b7ca-10604b9f7e7c.html AND 
https://www.aspentimes.com/news/man-who-started-200-acre-wildfire-near-fruita-sentenced-
to-public-service/ AND https://www.heraldcourier.com/news/man-gets-public-service-for-
wildfire-along-colorado-river/article_380041ac-db4e-5999-8240-de0bbb046703.html AND 
https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2018/oct/2/man-gets-public-service-for-wildfire-
along-colorad/ 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS (When an RSVP is required I will include the information. I also ask that you 
let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if multiple council members plan 
to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you.): 

 Oct. 10 is the CML Fall District 11 Meeting at the Collbran Job Corps Civilian Conservation Center 
from 4-8pm. Staff will be busy with the Trails Summit and not able to attend. If you are 
interested in attending, please let Deb know before Oct. 3.  

 Oct. 10 -12 is T.H.E. Trails Summit at the Community Center. https://thetrailsummit.com/. 



 
 

 Oct. 11 will be the formal Kokopelli Section of the Riverfront Trail Celebration in downtown 
Fruita—more to come.  

 October 11 is also the Open House for the North Fruita Desert Master Plan at the Community 
Center Pool Party Room from 12:30 – 5:00 pm and also at the Dedication Event in Civic Center 
Park from 6-8 pm.  

 October 30 will be a special joint City Council and D51 Board of Education meeting at 6:30 pm in 
at the Fruita Civic Center.   

 Nov. 9 will be the 4th annual Economic Development Summit hosted by AGNC in Rangely a the 
CNCC – Rangely Campus from 9am – 3pm.  

 Nov. 23 – 25 is the annual, and much anticipated cyclocross races at Little Salt Wash Park: 
o 11/23/2018 (Friday) 2pm - 6pm:  Team Gobble Cross at Little Salt Wash Park, Fruita. 

Random team assignment cyclocross bike racing while celebrating Thanksgiving. 
o 11/24/2018 (Saturday) 8 am - 4 pm:  Salty Cross Day 1 at Little Salt Wash Park, Fruita. 

Cyclocross Bike Races & 5k cross country run race. 
o 11/25/2018 (Sunday) 8 am - 4pm:  Salty Cross Day 2 at Little Salt Wash Park, Fruita. 

Cyclocross Bike Races  & 5k cross country run race.  
 The Business Incubator calendar of events is below.  
 The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website at: http://www.fruita.org/calendar. 
 The 2018 Events Information is also available online at: 

http://www.fruita.org/parksrec/page/special-events and upcoming are copied below. 
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2019 BUDGET REVIEW CALENDAR 

September 25 City Council Workshop 

 Presentation and overview of proposed 2019 Budget  MS 
 Review/Update Budget Policies    MS 
 Future budget review discussions/calendar  MB 

 

October 2 City Council Meeting 

 General Fund Overview     MS 
 Police Department Budget Presentation   DK 
 Planning Department Budget Presentation  DC 
 Public Works General Fund    KH 
 



 
 

October 16 City Council Meeting 

 Personnel Issues (health care, pay plan, staffing)  OB 
 Marketing and Promotion Fund     OB 
 Capital Projects Overview     SA 
 Fleet Maintenance Fund     KH 
 Irrigation Fund      KH 

 

October 23 City Council Workshop  

 Outside Agency Funding Requests and Policy  MB/MS 
 Other Funds (Trash, DCC, CTF, DTS)   MS 
 Sewer Fund      KH 

 

November 6 City Council Meeting 

 Sewer Fund      KH 
 Community Center Fund      TN 
 Parks and Recreation – General Fund   TN 

 

November 20 City Council Meeting 

 Public Hearing – 2019 Budget Overview   MS 
 

November 27, City Council Workshop 

 Wrap Up – Finalization of outstanding issues  MS 
 

December 4 City Council Meeting 

 Final Adoption of Budget     MS 
 Adoption of 2019 Fees and Charges Resolution  MS 
 Adoption of Mill Levy     MS 

 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 


