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     Weekly Info Update 

To:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From: MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date: OCTOBER 1, 2018 

Re:  WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE   

 
Tuesday’s City Council Workshop 
On the agenda is (1) a presentation by Family Health West regarding their pending 
expansion to Colorado Canyons Hospital; (2) Outside agency funding requests; (3) 
Sewer fund & rate study; (4) Other funds; and (5) roundabout discussion (background 
details are in the council packet).  

 
North Fruita Desert Master Plan  
Please go to the survey at https://www.fruita.org/parksrec/page/north-fruita-desert-
master-plan-survey to share what you would like to see at the 18 Road mountain 
bike trails.  The survey is found on the front page of www.fruita.org under “In the 
Spotlight.” 
 
City Attorney Services Request for Proposals 
We received notice Wednesday that our Municipal Prosecutor will be retiring from 
law at the end of the year. We adjusted the RFP we posted today for City Attorney 
Services to reflect this  so that firms with relevant experience in prosecution and the 
other services we contract separately may include relevant experience in their 
submittals. We are posting the RFP for City Attorney Services on the City website, 
CML, Sentinel, Bid Net, and on local attorney listservs. The submissions are due Nov. 
19 by 5 pm as voted on by Council Tuesday night.  
 

Pine Street Closure 
To perform necessary repairs involved in the Cedar Way improvements, Pine Street 
will be closed south of Aspen Ave. likely for the full week of Oct. 22. Electronic signs 
alerting residents of this closure have been on site for a week prior and notice has 
been sent to the schools and posted on City social media.  

https://www.fruita.org/parksrec/page/north-fruita-desert-master-plan-survey
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Engineering 
• Cedar Way Infrastructure Improvements project is progressing. The sewer line installation on 

Cedar Way is complete. The contractor will be closing Pine Street next week (Oct. 22 - Oct. 26) 
for the storm drain connection in the Pine Street and McCune Ave. Intersection. 

• Highway 6 Sewer Interceptor project continues. Crews are moving with installation east of the 
18 Road alignment. The boring contractor continues to prep and stabilize the bore pits in wet 
conditions in anticipation of boring under the Union Pacific Railroad and Highway 6 & 50.       

 

Planning & Development 
To see active reviews of current projects, you may visit: https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-
development-projects 

 
Major/ Minor Subdivisions:  

https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects
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• Soren Estates is currently under construction.  

• Iron Wheel Major Subdivision final plat/plan application under review.  

• Garden Estates Major Subdivision (located at 910 Adams Drive, south of I-70 and west of 18 
Road in Fruita, Colorado.) 

• Grand Valley Estates II Major Subdivision  

• Cooper Minor Subdivision  

• Brandon Estates PUD Amendment and Preliminary Plan  
 

Site Design Review:  
 

• Munchies Restaurant: Currently under construction.  

• FHE: Construction is underway. 

• Dolan Storage Units: proposing about 30 new storage units along Highway 6 & 50. Staff is 
working with the applicant on their application.   

• Snooks Bottom BBQ Site Design (132 West McCune Ave)  

• Raptor Rd Storage (614 Raptor Rd Storage)  
 

Other Projects & Code Amendments: 

• Colorado Canyons (Family Health West) was issued a planning clearance last week for the 
hospital expansion 

• Land Use Code Amendment: Parking Exception Process 

• Land Use Code Amendment: Revegetation Fee for Plat Hold process  

• Land Use Code Amendment: Minor Subdivision  

• Land Use Code Amendment: Downtown Mixed-Use  

 
Public Works 

• Crews will be shutting down the irrigation systems starting on Monday October 22nd! 

• Road crews graded the Devil’s Canyon trailhead parking lot last week in partnership with the 
BLM.  They had also graded Snooks a few weeks before but with the rains, it has experienced 
some rutting and will require some cleanup efforts scheduled for next week. 

• The sewer camera controller was damaged and has been unable to complete video inspections 
of sewer lines for the past two weeks.  The controller repairs are scheduled to be completed 
early next week and we can get back to inspecting all the new sewer lines being installed for 
acceptance. 

• The City has offered a job to a new maintenance worker and is excited to have Amanda Downie 
starting next week.  Amanda worked as a seasonal employee for the Parks Department this year 
and we are excited to be able to have her join us in Public Works full time. 

 

Parks & Recreation 
• Parks staff is working to winterize parks by taking down windscreens tent covers, the civic 

center pavilion banners, etc.  And they will start clearing and blowing irrigation lines next week. 



 
 

• Parks staff is working with Engineering to address some sloughing on the Creekside Trail (Little 

Salt Wash next to the Creekside Subdivision). 

• If you didn’t know, fall sports (Youth Soccer, Flag Football) have completed and staff is working 

on the start of Youth Girls Basketball. The Youth Running Club continues with 20’ish young and 

eager runners🙂. 

• The ever-popular Truck-n-Treat is a week away on 10/27.  Rec staff has secured a lot of the 

same great trucks and more for youth to see and climb on.  Bring your Halloween bag for candy. 

Administration 

• Updates and work continues on the 2019 budget.  
 
Municipal Court 

• We are sad to announce that we will be losing our Municipal Court Clerk to retirement at the 

end of the year, but good for her 😊. She has done a fantastic job and our City Clerk will be 
working with the Municipal Judge to recruit to fill this position.  
 

FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  
• Cats capture crown: https://www.gjsentinel.com/sports/high_schools/cats-capture-

crown/article_4b736ea2-d1d3-11e8-b3e7-10604b9f1ff4.html 

• Fruita Monument sweeps Grand Junction: https://www.westernslopenow.com/sports/fruita-
monument-sweeps-grand-junction/1532320440 

• Fruita board plans to develop 25 acres off Kokopelli Blvd.: 
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/fruita-board-plans-to-develop-acres-off-
kokopelli-blvd/article_34ac24ce-d1ca-11e8-9b3e-10604b9f7e7c.html 

• Sales tax revenues continue to tick up in Mesa County: 
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/business/sales-tax-revenues-continue-to-tick-up-in-mesa-
county/article_6d0ed3fc-cf68-11e8-8e11-10604b9ffe60.html 

• Keeping your kids safe this Halloween: https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-
news/keeping-your-kids-safe-this-halloween/1520625312 

• The first week of Walktober: https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/the-first-
week-of-walktober/1520634372 

• Possible campus changes for the Wildcats: https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-
news/possible-campus-changes-for-the-wildcats/1529375267 

• Ballots for midterm elections mailed out today: 
https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/ballots-for-midterm-elections-mailed-
out-today/1526423347 

• High court reverses contested search by drug suspect: 
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/high-court-reverses-contested-search-by-
drug-suspect/article_468fb3f0-d291-11e8-b91a-10604b9f7e7c.html 

• Amendment 74 threatens outdoor rec industry: 
https://www.gjsentinel.com/opinion/columns/amendment-threatens-outdoor-rec-
industry/article_b786777e-d27d-11e8-a675-10604b9f7e7c.html 
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UPCOMING EVENTS (When an RSVP is required I will include the information. I also ask that you 
let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if multiple council members plan 
to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you.): 

• Oct. 24 is a Business Toolbox with KJ Kline, Edward Jones Investments in Fworks at 7:30 am.  

• Oct. 27 is Truck-N-Treat in downtown from 10 am – noon.  

• Oct. 31 is Trick or Treat Street with downtown businesses from 3-5 pm. Drop into City Hall to 
see staff in 80’s rock characters.  

• Oct.30 will be a special joint City Council and D51 Board of Education meeting at 6:30 pm at the 
Fruita Civic Center.   

• Nov. 3 will be the Rim Rock Marathon ending in downtown Fruita at Circle Park.  

• Nov. 9 will be the 4th annual Economic Development Summit hosted by AGNC in Rangely at the 
CNCC – Rangely Campus from 9 am – 3 pm.  

• Nov. 12 City offices will be closed in observance of Veterans’ Day.  

• Nov. 24 is Shop Small Business Saturday and will be the evening the City Holiday lights are 
turned on.  

• Nov. 23 – 25 is the annual, and much anticipated cyclocross races at Little Salt Wash Park: 
o 11/23/2018 (Friday) 2pm - 6pm:  Team Gobble Cross at Little Salt Wash Park, Fruita. 

Random team assignment cyclocross bike racing while celebrating Thanksgiving. 
o 11/24/2018 (Saturday) 8 am - 4 pm:  Salty Cross Day 1 at Little Salt Wash Park, Fruita. 

Cyclocross Bike Races & 5k cross country run race. 
o 11/25/2018 (Sunday) 8 am – 4 pm:  Salty Cross Day 2 at Little Salt Wash Park, Fruita. 

Cyclocross Bike Races  & 5k cross country run race.  

• Dec. 8 is the annual Holiday Arts & Crafts Fair at the Community Center from 10 am – 3 pm.  

• Dec. 8 is also annual Hometown Christmas and Parade of Lights in downtown Fruita at 5:30 pm.  

• Dec. 8 is the first annual Tree Lighting at 6:30 pm in Circle Park and announcements of Parade 
winners (Poster below for all 3 events).  

• Dec. 16 is the annual Cookies with Clause event at the Community Center at 6 pm. 

• The Business Incubator calendar of events is below.  

• The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website at: http://www.fruita.org/calendar. 

• The 2018 Events Information is also available online at: 
http://www.fruita.org/parksrec/page/special-events. 
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2019 BUDGET REVIEW CALENDAR 

September 25 City Council Workshop 

• Presentation and overview of proposed 2019 Budget  MS 

• Review/Update Budget Policies    MS 

• Future budget review discussions/calendar  MB 

 

October 2 City Council Meeting 

• General Fund Overview     MS 

• Police Department Budget Presentation   DK 



 
 

• Planning Department Budget Presentation  DC 

• Public Works General Fund    KH 

 

October 16 City Council Meeting 

• Personnel Issues (health care, pay plan, staffing)  OB 

• Marketing and Promotion Fund     OB 

• Capital Projects Overview     SA 

• Fleet Maintenance Fund     KH 

• Irrigation Fund      KH 

 

October 23 City Council Workshop  

• Outside Agency Funding Requests and Policy  MB/MS 

• Other Funds (Trash, DCC, CTF, DTS)   MS 

• Sewer Fund      KH 

 

November 6 City Council Meeting 

• Sewer Fund      KH 

• Community Center Fund      TN 

• Parks and Recreation – General Fund   TN 

 

November 20 City Council Meeting 

• Public Hearing – 2019 Budget Overview   MS 

 

November 27, City Council Workshop 

• Wrap Up – Finalization of outstanding issues  MS 

 

December 4 City Council Meeting 

• Final Adoption of Budget     MS 

• Adoption of 2019 Fees and Charges Resolution  MS 

• Adoption of Mill Levy     MS 



 
  



 
 

 



 
 

 


