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Weekly Info Update 

To:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From: MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date: SEPT. 28, 2018 

Re:  WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE   

 
Tuesday’s City Council Meeting 
The agenda includes a proclamation for Mav Month for October, a number of 
consent agenda items (including a resolution opposing Amendment 74, a 
resolution abolishing the Senior Task Force and establishing in its place the 
Livability Commission, introduction of ordinances related to recent land use 
code updates that will go to Planning Commission prior to second readings, 
calling for a special meeting with D51 Board of Education, etc.) and 2019 
budget presentations on the general fund, public safety department, 
community development department and public works department.  
 
District 51 and Fruita School Capacity Progress 
Councilors Karisny and Leonhart, Dan, Sam and I attended the first of three 4-hour 
work sessions of the D51 Long-range Facility Master Plan process. It was very positive 
for our needs in Fruita. The entire council and staff have been working hard to 
communicate our growth and needs to relieve the capacity strains on our Fruita 
schools. The Demographer presented about the top needs and Fruita’s growth and 
need for an additional elementary school and relief to the middle, 8-9 and high 
school were at the forefront. The District has the Demographer working on models to 
accomplish this. 

 
Vote for Fruita—Elevation Outdoors’ Top Towns 2018 (Cont.) 
The annual Elevation Outdoors online voting competition for Colorado’s top 
adventure towns, which Fruita has been in the top three the past three years, is 
currently live! We are in the final round through noon on Oct. 1 against Glenwood 
Springs, so continue voting daily at https://www.elevationoutdoors.com/top-
adventure-towns/fruita/!  
 

October 11 Trail Dedication Celebration (Cont.) 
While the new 4.5-mile Kokopelli section of the Riverfront Trail is already open and 
many people are enjoying it daily, the formal celebration open to the public will be 
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October 11 in Civic Center Park with a bon fire, live music and more. Many, many invitations have been 
emailed to numerous partners. See details and invite below: 

 
 
TID BITS:  

• I attended the Grand Valley Transit Board this week and a meeting prior to that focused on a 
study in the works on transportation impact fees county-wide.  

• We continue to work with our private partners toward a successful public-private partnership 
for the lagoon redevelopment plan. Dan and I had a great meeting with a developer seeking 
clients on the western slope. 

• Mayor Pro-Tem and GJEP Board member Lori Buck and I met with the GJEP Board for their 
annual board retreat. We also had a great meeting with Senator Bennet’s office seeking 
information on managing various forms or water resources and federal funding programs.  

• At the GJEP Board meeting prior to the retreat, a board member from COGA presented to the 
Board on Proposition 112 and the GJEP Board voted to oppose and would like us to consider the 
same. The COGA fact sheet is below.  



 
 

• Dan and I hosted local developers, engineers and designers to discuss improvements to our 
Master Plan and Land Use Code. We plan to continually engage this group throughout the 
process in addition to gathering widespread community feedback during 2019.  

• We are coordinating a plan and efforts to conduct the AARP Livability Assessment that we now 
have $5,000 in funding from AARP and will also coordinate these efforts with master planning.   

• Officer Bob, Recreation staff and I spoke to 120 or so awesome first graders from Rim Rock 
Elementary on their annual community field trip.  

• Tour of the Moon riders will be riding over the Colorado National Monument  and through 
Fruita tomorrow. Map of route is below.  

 

Engineering 

• The Highway 6 sewer line work began this week. 

• Cedar Way  sewer project also began this week.  

• We are working towards bidding the roundabout upgrade construction work. 
 

Public Works 
• Crack sealing, chip sealing and striping projects are complete for the year. 

• We have ordered a new load of crack seal to be ready for spring and will likely do more crack 
sealing than was planned for the year in October.  

• Crews are working on leveling out the road on the south side of Aspen Ave. between Arches and 
Pine. Lane will be open for Tour of the Moon riders tomorrow.  

• We are nearing our large sidewalk grinding project to address ADA issues in  the next 2-3 weeks. 
We should grind about 90-100 locations.  

• We are receiving quite a bit of equipment ordered for the wastewater plant  and have a 
contractor scheduled to install the end of October.  

• The Street sweeper was down last week, but back up in time to make the Fall Fest parade and 
clean up the downtown after the event.  

 
Planning & Development 
To see active reviews of current projects, you may visit: https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-
development-projects 
 

Major/ Minor Subdivisions:  

• Soren Estates is currently under construction. 

• Pinewood Estates is complete, and the final release was approved by Council 9/18/18. 

• Iron Wheel Major Subdivision final plat/plan application under review.  

• Garden Estates Major Subdivision (located at 910 Adams Drive, south of I-70 and west of 18 
Road in Fruita, Colorado.) 

• Oak Creek Major Subdivision (located at 18 ½ & K.4 Rd) currently under review 
 

Site Design Review:  
 

• Munchies Restaurant: Currently under construction.  
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• FHE: Construction is underway. 

• Dolan Storage Units: proposing about 30 new storage units along Highway 6 & 50. Staff is 
working with the applicant on their application.   

• Snooks Bottom BBQ Site Design (132 West McCune Ave)  

• Raptor Rd Storage (614 Raptor Rd Storage)  
 

Other Projects & Code Amendments: 

• Oak Creek North Annexation (The project is located on the northwest corner of K 4/10 Road at 
the intersection with 18 ½ Road.) 

• Oak Creek South Annexation (The project is located on the northwest corner of K 4/10 Road at 
the intersection with 18 ½ Road.) 

• Fruita Collar Club Conditional Use Permit- dog boarding/daycare facility located at 110 E. 
McCune Ave  

• Minor Subdivision Land Use Code Amendment  

• Downtown Mixed-Use Lot Size Land Use Code Amendment  

• Revegetation & Grading Fee Land Use Code Amendment  

• Parking Design Exception Process Land Use Code Amendment  
 

Special Webinars invitation to Planning Commissioners and City Council 
You are invited to join us for a series of Lunch and Learn Webinars that will take place at the 

Fruita Civic Center.  You can RSVP to kmclean@fruita.org or you can call Kelli at 970-858-0786 to 

reserve your seat.  Please see the table below for specifics.   

 Webinar Date Mountain Daylight Time 

Planning Process: What Elected 
Officials  Should Know--
COMPLETED 

Thursday, August 30, 2018 
RSVP by August 24, 2018 
Lunch: Hot Tomato 

12:00 PM – 1:00 PM 

Census 2020--COMPLETED 
  

Monday, September 10, 2018 
RSVP by September 4, 2018 
Lunch: Jimmy Johns 

12:00 PM – 1:00 PM 

An Urban Renewal Authority In 
Action 

Wednesday, October 3, 2018 
RSVP by September 26, 2018 
Lunch: Jimmy Johns 

12:00 PM – 1:00 PM 

 

 
 

Parks & Recreation 
• The Fruita Community Center is open after our annual maintenance week.  A lot was 

accomplished during maintenance week, most notably, the natatorium is substantially brighter 
as we had 20 new LED lights hung from the ceiling to improve overall lighting (and subsequently 
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safety) in the pool area.  Thanks to all Recreation Staff who got to get their grubbies on and 
clean all the nooks and crannies we normally can’t get to during the year. 

• Shhhssshhh...we allowed motorcycles on the Riverfront Trail this past week.  But only for a good 
reason and it was actually not on the concrete trail.  Five motorcyclists help ‘beat in’ some of the 
single-track sections we installed last spring and became overgrown because it wasn’t being 
ridden.  We hope this will help improve the rideability of the trail. 

• FYI...the FYI group is researching and looking into creating a Youth Advisory Board made up of 
Sources of Strength youth from each of the local schools. 

• This is the last Food Truck Friday today.  And don’t forget that the Tour of the Moon will be 
riding through the streets of Fruita on Saturday. 

 

Police 
• The Family Dollar on 6 & 50 was robbed last night. Another was robbed in Parachute as well that 

could be linked. Fortunately, no one was injured in Fruita and Police are working that case. 
Police are seeking a man described as black, 5-feet 8 inches tall with a thin build and a white 
BMW in connection with the incident.  

• Officers have identified a suspect in a number of recent storage unit burglaries and have been 
working with other local agencies that resulted in apprehending the suspect.  

• Fruita Fall Fest was busy but presented no law enforcement issues. 

• Due to recent changes at the state level, the Police Department will no longer be providing non-
criminal fingerprinting services, such as those for background checks for various licensing 
processes (teachers, day care providers, etc). Citizens will be referred to a private company 
contracting with the Colorado Bureau of Investigation for these services.  

• A conditional job offer has been given to one police officer applicant, and the background 
investigation is continuing.  

 

Human Resources/Tourism 
• Voting continues in our quest to be the Top Adventure Town.  We are in the final round and 

we are competing against Glenwood Springs.  We have until noon on Monday, October 1, 
2018 to vote.  Here is the link:  https://www.elevationoutdoors.com/top-adventure-
towns/fruita/ 

• Currently recruiting for two full-time positions in Public Works – Maintenance Worker I and 
Mechanic. 

• Big CONGRATS!!!! The following employees received Geared Up awards in September 2018: 
-Dave Oliver – Code Enforcement/Planning 
-Kyler Frye - Parks 
-Amanda Downie - Parks 
-Nestor Olivas – Parks 
-John Carrillo – Public Works 
-Chris Dehmel - Engineering 
-John Vasey - Engineering 
-Cindy Stoltz – Public Works 
-Avan Crespin – Public Works 
-Tony Cinquini – Public Works 

https://www.elevationoutdoors.com/top-adventure-towns/fruita/
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-Ken Binam – Public Works 
-Deb Woods - Administration 

 

Admin/Finance 
• Budget, budget, budget… 

 

  
FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  

• More housing, businesses coming to Fruita: 
https://www.gjsentinel.com/special_sections/real_estate/more-housing-more-businesses-
coming-to-fruita/article_3e7444c8-c270-11e8-bcb0-10604b9f6eda.html 

• Fruita nursing home to close: https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Fruita-nursing-home-to-
close-494433731.html AND https://www.gjsentinel.com/opinion/printed-letters-
sept/article_2a565d66-c1e7-11e8-9c50-c71e9ceda30b.html AND 
https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/nursing-home-to-close-after-40-
years/1478113842 AND https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/fruita-nursing-
home-to-close/article_bb6edbb4-c149-11e8-930e-10604b9ffe60.html 

• Family Dollar store in Fruita robbed overnight: https://www.gjsentinel.com/breaking/family-
dollar-store-in-fruita-robbed-overnight/article_df305396-c362-11e8-9eea-e33403538498.html 

• Fruita Fall Festival wraps up: https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/494086671.html 

• 2018 Fruita Fall Festival: https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/2018-fruita-fall-
festival/1467453903 

• Fruita Fall Festival this weekend: https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Fruita-Fall-Festival--
494001441.html 

• Marketing firm relocates to Fruita: https://thebusinesstimes.com/marketing-firm-relocates-to-
fruita/ 

• September proves golden for local teacher; https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-
news/september-proves-golden-for-local-teacher/1478455483 

• Bama Time! Thoughts on trikes and a FrankenSurly: http://bicycletimesmag.com/bama-time-
thoughts-on-trikes-and-a-frankensurly/ 

• Tour of the Moon Bicycle Tour to travel through Colorado National Monument: 
http://www.publicnow.com/view/0596DF68CD30A51AA676E39E36F3B8DE9B078F0F?2018-09-
26-18:00:19+01:00-xxx2981 

• Mazes, patches open season: https://www.gjsentinel.com/entertainment/mazes-patches-open-
season/article_29daf834-c286-11e8-a28c-10604b9f6eda.html 

• Trek Dirt Series in Fruita: https://www.pugski.com/threads/trek-dirt-series-fruita-co.11694/ 

• Grand Valley Transit gets new bus: https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/--494549531.html 

• Study aims to determine how to reduce landfill waste: 
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/study-aims-to-determine-how-to-reduce-
landfill-waste/article_ce420762-c210-11e8-ba77-10604b9ffe60.html 

• Fruita taking steps to ban smoking in parks, open spaces: 
https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Fruita-works--494327391.html AND Fruita may ban 
smoking: http://www.580kubc.com/fruita-may-ban-smoking/ 
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• Health and wellness series continues: https://thebusinesstimes.com/health-and-wellness-series-
continues/ 

• Shortage of specialists pushes patients out of valley: 
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/shortage-of-specialists-pushes-patients-
out-of-valley/article_a7abfa16-bee8-11e8-aa17-10604b9ffe60.html 

• Land remains a good investment; https://thebusinesstimes.com/land-remains-a-good-
investment/ 

• Fruita community center closed Monday: https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Fruita-
Community-Center-closed-until-Monday--493994781.html 

• Man pleads guilty to charges in Skipper Island Fire: 
https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/man-pleads-guilty-to-charges-in-skipper-
island-fire/1465090633 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS (When an RSVP is required I will include the information. I also ask that you 
let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if multiple council members plan 
to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you.): 

• Today, Sept. 28 is the last Food Truck Friday for the year from 5:30 – 8:30 pm in Civic Center 
Park, Food Truck Friday, and a bonfire on Mulberry. 

• Tonight, Sept. 28 is also an event at Bestslope Coffee with Pete Piccolo, Bicycle Colorado’s 
Executive Director, as a guest speaker discussing what Bicycle Colorado does for the state how 
they can coordinate more with local cyclists.  

• Sept. 29 is the wake board contest at Imondi Wake Zone at 2pm – the evening with live music 
and food. 

• Sept. 29 is also the Tour of the Moon that will ride through Fruita.  

• Oct. 5 is the 3rd annual Colorado Outdoor Recreation Industry Leadership Summit in Colorado 
Springs.  

• Oct. 10 is the CML Fall District 11 Meeting at the Collbran Job Corps Civilian Conservation Center 
from 4-8 pm. Staff will be busy with the Trails Summit and not able to attend. If you are 
interested in attending, please let Deb know before Oct. 3.  

• Oct. 10 -12 is T.H.E. Trails Summit at the Community Center. Info below.  

• Oct. 11 will be the formal Kokopelli Section of the Riverfront Trail Celebration in downtown 
Fruita—more to come.  

• October 30 will be a special joint City Council and D51 Board of Education meeting at 6:30 pm in 
at the Fruita Civic Center.   

• Nov. 9 will be the 4th annual Economic Development Summit hosted by AGNC in Rangely at the 
CNCC – Rangely Campus from 9 am – 3 pm.  

• Nov. 23 – 25 is the annual, and much anticipated cyclocross races at Little Salt Wash Park: 
o 11/23/2018 (Friday) 2pm - 6pm:  Team Gobble Cross at Little Salt Wash Park, Fruita. 

Random team assignment cyclocross bike racing while celebrating Thanksgiving. 
o 11/24/2018 (Saturday) 8 am - 4 pm:  Salty Cross Day 1 at Little Salt Wash Park, Fruita. 

Cyclocross Bike Races & 5k cross country run race. 
o 11/25/2018 (Sunday) 8 am - 4pm:  Salty Cross Day 2 at Little Salt Wash Park, Fruita. 

Cyclocross Bike Races  & 5k cross country run race.  
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• The Business Incubator calendar of events is below.  

• The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website at: http://www.fruita.org/calendar. 

• The 2018 Events Information is also available online at: 
http://www.fruita.org/parksrec/page/special-events and upcoming are copied below. 
 

 
 

 
CC. Department Directors 
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2019 BUDGET REVIEW CALENDAR 

September 25 City Council Workshop 

• Presentation and overview of proposed 2019 Budget  MS 

• Review/Update Budget Policies    MS 

• Future budget review discussions/calendar  MB 

 

October 2 City Council Meeting 

• General Fund Overview     MS 

• Police Department Budget Presentation   DK 

• Planning Department Budget Presentation  DC 

• Public Works General Fund    KH 

 



 
 

October 16 City Council Meeting 

• Capital Projects Overview     SA 

• Sewer Fund      KH 

• Fleet Maintenance Fund     KH 

• Irrigation Fund      KH 

 

October 23 City Council Workshop  

• Personnel Issues (health care, pay plan, staffing)  OB 

• Outside Agency Funding Requests and Policy  MB/MS 

• Marketing and Promotion Fund     OB 

• Other Funds (Trash, DCC, CTF, DTS)   MS 

 

November 6 City Council Meeting 

• Community Center Fund      TN 

• Parks and Recreation – General Fund   TN 

 

November 20 City Council Meeting 

• Public Hearing – 2019 Budget Overview   MS 

 

November 27, City Council Workshop 

• Wrap Up – Finalization of outstanding issues  MS 

 

December 4 City Council Meeting 

• Final Adoption of Budget     MS 

• Adoption of 2019 Fees and Charges Resolution  MS 

• Adoption of Mill Levy     MS 

 

 

 

There are only 100 spots available! Save your spot today!  
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Greetings Friends! 

Registration is now open for 100 seats at T.H.E. Trail Summit, happening October 10-12, 2018 in Fruita, 
Colorado. Hosted by Over the Edge Sports and the City of Fruita; T.H.E. Trail Summit is three days of 
working sessions to address trails-based economic development. We aim to host the most relevant 
conversationS in mountain biking today and help attendees explore options, clarify intentions, navigate 
process and realize their vision for their destination.   

Twenty four years ago in the birth of Fruita mountain biking, we knew that we needed to do more than just 
"build trails."  The vision of Fruita had to be special in order to draw people's attention. Today an 
immeasurable number of places are grabbing for the attention of the mountain bike audience. Dozens of styles 
from free-ride to e-Bike to pump track in the park are being implemented to drive tourism and competition has 
skyrocketed. So why isn't every town that has great singletrack the hottest new destination? The paths to 
success are blurry; trail style and user demographics are getting confused and are setting the stage for failed 
efforts, wasted funds and scars across the land. 
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Where do you lie in this tangled web of trails-based recreation? What is the “beautiful forward” for your place, 
your community, your neighbors and our sacred planet? What about the future of trails for coming 
generations? These are the serious conversations we are going to share at T.H.E. Trail Summit. We hope you 
can join, become part of the solutions and bring your knowledge and gifts to this group of forward thinking 
trails/bike industry professionals! Please register now (click to register) or forward this email to any of your 
co-workers/contacts that may find this relevant to their projects. 

The fun and more specific details:  

Who is invited to participate? Community Leaders, Local, Land Managers, Regional and State 
Governments, Trail Designers and Builders, Tourism Professionals, Community Stakeholders, Project 
Managers and Leaders, Trail/Recreation Volunteers, Advocacy Representatives, and individuals that are 
committed to trail projects. 

Who will be presenting? Our presenters bring decades of insight and experience to help you take an 
introspective look at yourselves, your community and your path forward in 
trails, community development, and enhancing people's lives. We have people and panels representing every 
facet of trails-related development. Click here to learn more and see who will be speaking and on what.   

The presenters will be more like facilitators; they will be prepped to ask more questions, lead conversations 
and create a workshop environment so that people are not needing to sit, listen and integrate, but instead can 
be curious, find answers and start problem solving. 

How will we address this? Each day of the summit has a theme and as a group we will experience these 
topics through discussions, speakers, panels, experiential learning, and social/networking opportunities. See 
the schedule here. 

Why should you join us? The goal of this summit is to help attendees understand the true broad picture of 
trails-based tourism. Attendees will benefit because in addition to participating in the think-tank of the future 
of mountain biking they will be provided a blank Community Road Map that they can take back to their 
communities and be able to craft a vision with their community cohort!  

For more information please check out our website or email us directly. The link to the 
registration/information page is: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-trails-summit-tickets-44727563346. Let 
us know that you can make it and RSVP on our Facebook page! 

We look forward to sharing T.H.E Trail Summit with you and wish you an adventurous, happy riding 
season until then!  

Thank you kindly,  

Troy Rarick, Brittany Phelps, and Paul Aieta 

Over the Edge Sports, Ltd. 
T.H.E Trails Summit, Fruita 
October 10th-12th, 2018 
Sign up today! www.thetrailsummit.com 

 

REGISTER NOW!  
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Click here to learn more about the schedule!  
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