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     Weekly Info Update 
To:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From: MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER    

Date: JULY 13, 2018 

Re:  WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE   

 
Tuesday’s City Council Meeting 
The agenda includes a number of Consent Agenda items such as a CUP for a VRBO, 
second reading to approve an ordinance for a rooftop lease agreement with Verizon 
for equipment on the Community Center, a request for approval of a letter from the 
Mayor to apply to DOLA for the Best & Brightest program and the financial reports. 
There will be no Administrative items and the first round of my evaluation is 
scheduled.  
 
Former Police Chief Judy Macy 
We are all heartbroken at the news of Judy Macy’s passing this week. Our thoughts 
and prayers go out to Judy’s family. I, and I believe I can speak for the rest of the 
Fruita staff, count myself fortunate to have worked closely with Judy as she served 
the Fruita community as Police Chief and for her friendship. Judy was not only an 
outstanding leader and highly effective in her job, but such a compassionate person 
who always put others first. We at the City of Fruita miss her greatly, but her service 
will benefit the community for years to come. Services will be held Saturday, July 14 
at 10 am at Victory Life Church, 2066 Hwy 6 & 50. A very nice article was included in 
the Daily Sentinel this week:  
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/she-was-once-in-a-
lifetime-boss/article_dd1d835a-84cc-11e8-b279-10604b9f7e7c.html 
 
Best & Brightest Program 
The Department of Local Affairs (DOLA), School of Public Affairs and University of 
Colorado Denver and the Center for New Directions have a program called the Best & 
Brightest. I believe you all are aware of this program, but essentially it provides for a 
paid full-time internship for two years with a local government of a student earning 
their Master of Public Administration. The intern works full-time and handles 
essential work with multiple departments and receives a mentorship from the City 
Manager. We are a competitive candidate this round as each region may pick one 
jurisdiction to participate. On the agenda Tuesday night is a request to approve a 



  
 

letter from the Mayor supporting our application to be selected for 2019 – 2020 which is due August 1.  
 
T.H.E Trail Summit 
We have been working with Over the Edge International for the past year on a summit to be held in 
Fruita at the Community Center October 10 – 12. Speakers are lining up and invites are out. OTE 
International was successful in obtaining a grant from a large Bicycle Industry company QBP to help with 
the costs and registration fees will cover the rest. T.H.E Trail Summit will focus on trails, humanity and 
experience all surrounding community. 



  
 

 



  
 

 
 
 
OEDIT Fruita Community Forum Visit 
As a designated Certified Small Business Community by the Colorado Office of Economic 
Development and International Trade through the Blueprint 2.0 program that funded the start-
up of Fworks Coworking in Fruita, visitors from the Small Business Development Council & 
Governor’s Small business Advisory Council will be visiting with small businesses in Fruita 
August 9-10. We are coordinating with the Business Incubator Center’s SBDC staff to schedule 
visits. The signs placed on 340 and 6750 coming into Fruita look like this: 

 

 
 
 
Check out the following press release about Imondi Wake Zone—our public -private 
partnership on the City-owned lake: 
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THE BUSINESS INCUBATOR CENTER 

2591 Legacy Way, Grand Junction, CO 81503  970/243-5242  Fax 970/241-0771 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
 



  
 

DATE:   July 12, 2018 

CONTACT:  Terri Benson   

PHONE:  970-243-5242 

 

First of its kind Wakeboard Park brings in out-of-towners and makes a Big Splash! 

 

Imondi Wakeboard Park opened in early June as the first and only full-sized cable park in the region and has 
already made a big name for itself with over 1,000 attendees, 70% of which are from out of the area.  Visitors 
from as far away as Egypt, Israel, Europe, and Africa have joined hundreds of others flocking to Fruita to enjoy 
not only the newest wakeboard park, but the only one between Sacramento and Kansas City (others are 
located in Texas and Florida). And all these visitors don’t just skim the waves, they also stay and enjoy 
mountain bike trails, restaurants, stores, and more in Mesa County. 

The park offers both a 2-tower system geared toward beginners with slow, controlled circuits back and forth 
across the lake, and a “full” system capable of pulling 7 riders at once in a clockwise circle and includes jumps, 
rails and ramps. The two systems are a safe distance from each other and allow all skill levels to be on the lake 
at the same time. 90% of Imondi visitors are recreational wakeboarders or beginners who have never 
wakeboarded before and who get up, ride, and cut after about 30 minutes of instruction, but they’ve also had 
several top pros come to take advantage of this one and only park in the Rocky Mountain Region. 

Between them, owners Kodi and Victor Imondi hold the Colorado Wake Association State Championship in 
Wakeboarding and Wakesurfing, as well as other wakeboard titles in the state. Staff is experienced, with years 
competing and working at Texas cable wakeboard parks. One has been competing professionally since he was 
15 and spent 12 years running Kid’s Camps at Texas Ski Ranch.  

The park guarantees first timers will get up, as well providing rental of top-of-the-line wakeboards, wakeskates, 
kneeboards, waterskiis, and Stand-Up paddle (SUP) boards, as well as life vests and helmets. The “birthday 
package” includes private use of the two-tower system and a dock with picnic facilities, and along with SUP 
classes and rentals, Imondi will be offering SUP Yoga classes. 

Social Media: https://www.facebook.com/wakeboardcolorado; https://www.instagram.com/wakeboardcolorado 

www.wakeboardcolorado.com                (970) 639-0327 

 

The Business Incubator Center serves a mission to support the launch, growth, stabilization and long-term 
success of business enterprises. We measure success by our ability to guide entrepreneurs through sound 
business decisions and our positive influence on economic growth in the region. In 2016, this structure has 
generated powerful results, including:  

• the launch of 11 new companies, 



  
 

• more than $3.2 million in revenue generated by these companies, 
• funding of 29 businesses in the community for $1.55 million, 
• creation/retention of approximately 175 jobs, and 
• investment of over $3.2 million in capital.  
 

For more information on BIC programs please contact Terri Benson at tbenson@gjincubator.org or go to 
www.gjincubator.org or call 970-243-5242. 

 
 
July City Council Meeting Schedule 

1. Meeting of Tuesday, July 3rd – cancelled 
2. Meeting of Tuesday, July 17th – 7:00 p.m. (no changes) 
3. Special Meeting of Tuesday, July 24th – cancelled and changed to Special Meeting of Tuesday, 

July 31st at 6:30 pm. Please arrive at 5:30 pm for business portraits. The Workshop Meeting will 
follow at 7pm. This is in place of the cancelled workshop of Tuesday, July 24th. 

 
BLM Seeks Comments on Proposed Changes to Improve Fruita Area Camping (Shared by NCA 
Manager Collin Ewing—cont.) 
If I have seen you recently I believe I have mentioned to you that our office is hoping to make some 
improvements to the camping situation in Rabbit Valley.  The area has become very popular and there 
are very few developed campsites. As more and more people dispersed camp in the area we are seeing 
impacts to recreation experiences as well as to the spectacular resources that draw folks to the area 
(i.e.wildlife habitat and archaeology).In order to improve the situation we are proposing new 
campgrounds, and fees so that we can provide core facilities and services, including improved trails! In 
addition, BLM is looking at changes at 18 Road to expand camping, and an events area. We are currently 
seeking public comments to help us refine our proposal. Please take a look, and please distribute widely. 
https://www.blm.gov/press-release/blm-seeks-comments-proposed-changes-improve-fruita-area-
camping. 
 
TID BITS: 

 Thanks to the Business Incubator, the OEDIT Blueprint 2.0 reports for the Fworks 
Coworking space have been completed.  

 Fworks now has 57 members, including three permanent desk members and 5 
fulltime members.  

 I attended the 5-2-1 Drainage Authority Board meeting with City Engineer Sam 
Atkins and Councilman Dave Karisny who sits on that board. The Board has directed 
the Technical Advisory Committee, made up of Engineers and technical staff from 
the member entities to review and update the White Paper they created after much 
work in 2015 to present to the board.  

 AGNC is hosting the second Regional Comprehensive Economic Development 
Strategy working session in Rifle on July 25. Dan Caris will attend along with the 
Chamber.  



  
 

 Mayor Pro Tem Buck, Dan, Ture and I attended the Senior Advisory Task Force and 
they agreed to transition the board into a Livability Committee that will help us on 
that journey. Staff will be working on by-laws to help formally create this board.  

 I attended the Downtown Advisory Board meeting this week and they are working 
hard with the downtown businesses on the north side of Aspen in between Peach 
and Mulberry to consolidate dumpsters and freshen up the new alleyway, a 
Carousel on Wheels activity around the Circle on Sunday evening August 26.  

 We are in full-fledge budget season to prepare the 2019 budget (although we began 
in January ). We held all the initial department meetings this week. 

 
Engineering 

 Kokopelli Phase II construction continues with hand placed concrete along the south 
side of I-70 near Loma Interchange.  Forming of abutments began for the Reed 
Wash Crossing. 

 The Rim Rock Trail improvement pre-bid meeting was well attended Monday. 
 Staff attended the 5-2-1 Drainage Authority Board Meeting Monday.  Direction was 

given to the TAC to re-evaluate the White Paper and develop pros and cons and 
provide options for moving forward with how to fund drainage needs for the whole 
5-2-1 boundary.  Sam Atkins attended the Technical Advisory Committee meeting 
on Thursday this week as they have already gotten started.  

 Cedar Way Infrastructure Improvements is set to start advertisement for bid on July 
22 with a bid opening mid-August. 

 

  

 251 S Pine St- Minor Subdivision  
 614 Raptor Rd– RV Storage 

 
 

 Soren Estates is currently under construction. 
 Pinewood Estates is currently under construction. Sewer and Water connections 

have been completed. Roads and sidewalks should be coming soon.   
 Sunset Pointe Subdivision has been submitted and is under review. 
 Iron Wheel Major Subdivision will be before City Council August 7, 2018. Planning 

Commission heard the same Tuesday night and voted 7-0 to move forward. 
 

 Munchies Restaurant: Currently under construction.  
 FHE (Frank Henry Equipment): Construction is underway. 
 Dolan Storage Units: proposing about 30 new storage units along Highway 6 & 50. 

Staff is working with the applicant on their application.   
 



  
 

 Verizon Conditional Use Permit was approved by the Planning Commission on their 
consent agenda June 12th and will be heading to City Council July 17th.  

 

 The City's water line on the mountain was leaking under S. 16 ½ Road south of 
Glade Park and washed out part of the road last week.  The Glade Park Pipeline 
Water Users Association provided pipe and City crews worked with Mesa County to 
replace the pipe and repair the road.  The pipeline was shut down for approximately 
a week before the repairs were able to be completed.   

 Willdan Financial has been in the data gathering phase and staff had the initial 
kickoff meeting with them this week for the sewer rate study. 

 

 The Zip-N has been installed at the Fruita Community Center outdoor pool.  So far, it 
appears to be a popular new feature with a constantly flowing line. 

 The Request for Proposal on the North Fruita Desert Master Plan was officially sent 
out last Friday.  It is posted on BidNet.com and has been sent to some consultants 
who have shown interest in the planning projects.  It will also be posted through the 
Professional Trail Builders Association.  Proposals are due on August 6th. 

 The Fruita Rotary Club continues to benefit the community—this coming Tuesday 
they will present the Recreation Department with $2,500 toward the Youth 
Scholarship Fund from money raised at the Mike the Headless Chicken Festival! 

 Invitations/Announcements of the Trail Dedication for the Kokopelli Section of the 
Colorado Riverfront Trail are being sent out this week.  The trail dedication will be 
on Thursday, August 9th mainly at the Riverfront Concert at the James M Robb 
Colorado River State Park – see invitation for more details.  While there is still some 
work to be completed, including the bridge over Reed Wash, MVC has assured us 
the trail will be completed by August 9th. Invite below.  



  
 

 
 

Police 
 The Junior Citizen Police Academy graduates July 18th. 
 Chief Krouse and Lt. Peck are attending a Mesa County Public Safety Town Hall 

Meeting on July 17th at 6:00 p.m., at Victory Life Church, hosted by Colorado State 
Patrol.  

 
Admin/Finance 

 Our reposting of the open Accountant position reaches the first review of 
applications today.  

 Financial information needed for the Wastewater Rate Study is completed for the 
consultants.  

 
Human Resources/Tourism 

 Aha is doing some maintenance on the City’s website and also working on the new 
ED landing page. 

 We heard from the state we must remove the snipes under the billboard and we 
will be doing so very soon. We will also be working on some repairs and 
improvements tot eh billboard this year and have approval to build a new sign to 
hold snipes in the future.  



  
 

 
 

 
FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  

 Five reasons to enjoy Fruita’s Thursday Night Concert Series: http://kekbfm.com/five-reasons-
to-enjoy-fruitas-thursday-night-concert-series/ 

 You Said It—Thank you for the concert series: 
https://www.gjsentinel.com/opinion/you_said_it/you-said-it-july/article_ab4007b2-8270-11e8-
9d42-10604b9ffe60.html 

 Agricultural burn in Fruita raises questions; http://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Agricultural-
burn-in-Fruita-raises-questions--487820381.html 

 From wheelchair to warrior, meet Fruita’s own American Ninja Warrior: 
http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/487713771.html 

 Elevation Outdoors Grand Valley article: https://www.elevationoutdoors.com/grand-plans/ 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS (When an RSVP is required I will include the information. I also ask that you 
let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if multiple council members plan 
to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you.): 

 July 14 is the weekly Farmer’s Market in Civic Center Park from 8:30 am – 12: 30 pm. 
 July 16 you are invited to an open house to meet the new BLM Southwest Colorado Manager 

Stephanie Connolly. She replaces Joe Meyer. The open house is from 11am – 1pm at the GJ Field 
Office near the airport.  

 July 19 is the Thursday Night Concert in Civic Center Park at 7:30 pm featuring Stray Grass 
(Bluegrass/Americana). 

 July 21 is the weekly Farmer’s Market in Civic Center Park from 8:30 am – 12: 30 pm. 
 July 26 is the Thursday Night Concert in Civic Center Park at 7:30 pm featuring The Williams 

Brothers Band (Blues Rock/Outlaw Country). 
 July 28 is the weekly Farmer’s Market in Civic Center Park from 8:30 am – 12: 30 pm. 
 Aug. 2 is the Thursday Night Concert in Civic Center Park at 7:30 pm featuring Timber! 

(Bluegrass). 
 Aug. 3 is Food Truck Friday from 5:30 – 8:30 pm in Civic Center Park.  
 Aug 4 is the weekly Farmer’s Market in Civic Center Park from 8:30 am – 12: 30 pm. 
 Aug. 9 is the Thursday Night Concert in Civic Center Park at 7:30 pm featuring Soul Habit (Funk & 

Soul). 
 Aug. 11 is the weekly Farmer’s Market in Civic Center Park from 8:30 am – 12: 30 pm. 
 Sept. 7 is Food Truck Friday from 5:30 – 8:30 pm in Civic Center Parks. 
 Sept. 28 is the last Food Truck Friday for the year from 5:30 – 8;30 pm in Civic Center Park. 
 The Business Incubator calendar of events is below.  
 The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website at: http://www.fruita.org/calendar. 
 The 2018 Events Information is also available online at: 

http://www.fruita.org/parksrec/page/special-events and upcoming are copied below. 
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