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     Weekly Info Update 

To:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From: MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER    

Date: APRIL 6, 2018 

Re:  WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE  

April 3rd Election Update  

Congratulations to Joel Kincaid who will serve as the new Mayor of Fruita in a two-

year term through April 2020 and Lori Buck, Kyle Harvey and Karen Leonhart who will 

serve as Council members in four-year terms through April of 2022. Referred Issue A 

was passed with an 82 percent vote in favor of allowing the City to keep excess 

revenues for purposes of capital projects and maintenance of capital improvements.  

We received 2,762 (35% turnout) ballots and appreciate all who took time to 

participate and vote. We also extend appreciation to all the candidates who 

demonstrated a willingness to serve this awesome community. Thanks to outgoing 

Council members Bruce Bonar (who also served as Mayor Pro-tem) and Lou Brackett. 

“Unofficial” results are posted below. Note:  Military/Overseas voters and voters 

whose signatures were rejected have until 8 days after the election to return/cure 

their ballot.  In theory, these results could change by a very small amount. A big 

thanks to Margaret Sell, Deb Woods and the Mesa County Elections Department for 

all their work in processing ballots. If you are interested in results of measures in 

other Colorado cities, see the CML press release below.  

 

 

TID BITS: 

• See the Riverfront Concert Series Line-up below. 

• The City continues to see increased residential building activity. In March, we 

issued 14 new residential construction planning clearances.  See full report below. 

• Current pending development projects in the review process include: the Fruita 

RV Resort, Iron wheel, Adobe Falls Final Plat, with several projects getting ready to 

submit.   

• Highway 6 Sewer Interceptor – Utility Permit submitted to CDOT.   

• Kokopelli Phase I - Waiting on United to finish their outlet structure flume, 

backfill and grading to complete the fencing.  

• Kokopelli Phase II Trail – Soil Nail Wall construction continues-Mays Concrete 

provided updated schedule for soil nail wall completion.  Delivery of Hilfiker Wall 

panels delivered 4/3.  

• Grant presentation for AGNC scheduled for April 25th at 2:00 pm.  We are asking 

$9,000 for the Gateway Enhancement Roundabouts.   



 

 

• Cedar Way Infrastructure Improvements –Federal Mineral Lease District Grant request for $50k. 

Awards will be announced April 18.   

• Grant application for American Public Works Association Colorado Chapter – West Slope Branch 

2017 Internship Assistance Program has been submitted (4/2) for an Engineering 

Intern.  Announcement of awards will occur no later than April 27th.  

• The new flashing crosswalk signs for Ottley Avenue at Fremont Street were delivered and crews 

are scheduling install (probably 2 weeks out).  

• Crews will be starting up City irrigation system next week.  

• Public Works Director, Ken Haley responded to a complaint forwarded from Mayor about 

concerns with speed of vehicles turning from northbound Hwy 340 right onto Aspen Ave.  He is 

getting some additional information from CDOT on possible engineering solutions to be 

considered by the traffic committee.  

• Ken will attended a seminar in Glenwood on Friday about Western Slope Water Issues.  

• Spring athletic programs are off and running.  Last Saturday was the first week of soccer games 

at Little Salt Wash Park and all went well.   

• Fruita Little League has also started playing games at LSWP.  We can’t say how nice it is to have 

the overflow parking area at the park – it has made a difference.  

• The Fruita Trail Host program is off and running again in 2018.  Many trail hosts are returning 

from last year and we are recruiting a few more to ride the trails and spread good cheer.  

• We had a great meeting with Bob Murphy and others from AARP to talk about the Age-Friendly 

Community.  It was also great to be recognized at City Council on Tuesday as a member of the 

Age-Friendly Communities Network.  

• Parks staff with the help of Public Works was able to locate and fix the irrigation line leak that 

was under the sidewalk next to Sud’s Brothers.  All went smooth and we don’t believe there was 

too much disruption to downtown activities.  

• What a day to play golf –It was wonderful to see folks come together for the 3rd Annual Youth 

Scholarship Golf Tournament.  As you may know all proceeds go towards off-setting program 

fees for youth who may otherwise not be able to afford to play soccer, take a swim lesson or 

learn how to cook.  In addition, we provide 50 FCC summer passes to the local schools to 

distribute to youth who need a place to be over the summer. We had a staff team participate. 

• I joined the Fruita Tourism Advisory Council in a planning session today to narrow down how to 

align their purpose and goals with the City’s focus. They also discussed bylaws, lodging trends, 

booking tools, and how to help Slate move forward with our marketing efforts. 

• A part-time daytime custodian has been hired for the Fruita Community Center.  Her name is 

Lori Snyder and she started on Monday, April 2, 2018.  

• Several of the seasonal positions have been filled for Public Works and Parks.  Please 

welcome:  Dan Wray, Public Works; Steve Drazkowski, Public Works, John Linn, Parks; and Kyler 

Frye, Parks.  Another seasonal is scheduled to start in Public Works on Monday (Rick 

Winkelman).  

• We re-advertised the Code Enforcement Officer Position on Sunday with a closing date of April 

16th.   

• We also re-advertised the seasonal positions for both Parks and Public Works on Sunday.  We 

still have four positions to fill.  



 

 

• We are continuing to get applications for the Planning Technician position and that position 

closes on April 9, 2018.  

• We are still working on filling the accountant position.  

• Work continues on the 2017 Financial Statements.  Auditors will be out the first of May for their 

field work.  

• Great job on the CIRSA Audit with the final scores of 99 for workers comp and 105 for the 

property casualty pool!  

• Slate did a great job posting beautiful photos and video snippets on the Visit Colorado Instagram 

feed for the last week—check it out, like and share if you haven’t yet. 

 

 

FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  

• Municipal election results: Fruita, Palisade, and Montrose: 

http://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/municipal-election-results-fruita-palisade-

and-montrose/1100178659 

• Results in for Fruita, Palisade municipal elections: https://www.gjsentinel.com/breaking/results-

in-for-fruita-palisade-municipal-elections/article_7289c0c8-37b8-11e8-853e-

d7ab730f8a3b.html 

• Results from the 2018 municipal elections: http://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Results-from-

the-2018-municipal-elections-478714643.html 

• Colorado Tourism Office to show more of state in $6M marketing campaign: 

https://www.bizjournals.com/denver/news/2018/04/03/colorado-tourism-office-to-show-off-

more-of-state.html 

• New ad campaign shows tourists what Colorado is all about: 

https://durangoherald.com/articles/216952-new-ad-campaign-shows-tourists-what-colorado-is-

all-about 

• City approves two new school officers; sheriff balks at picking up tab: 

https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/city-approves-two-new-school-officers-

sheriff-balks-at-picking/article_19e7323a-3893-11e8-8d8d-10604b9ffe60.html 

• Lawmakers urge feds to allow airport to accept direct international flights: 

https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/lawmakers-urge-feds-to-allow-airport-to-

accept-direct-international/article_7d585636-3894-11e8-a2a5-10604b9f1ff5.html 

• Water starts flowing canals in the Grand Valley: http://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Water-

starts-flowing-through-the-Grand-Valley-canals--478816533.html 

• Fruita Charter school copes with start-up challenges: 

https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/fruita-charter-school-copes-with-start-up-

challenges/article_e6ca0340-3636-11e8-ac4a-10604b9f1ff5.html 

• Local churches hold sunrise Easter service: http://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Local-

churches-hold-sunrise-easter-service-478491913.html 

• Bizz Buzz—Fruita Arrowhead Veterinary Hospital: 

https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/business/biz-buzz-april/article_bd3c70d6-356d-11e8-b77f-

10604b9f6eda.html 



 

 

• Cities ask county sheriff to fund school cops, from new public safety taxes: 

https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/cities-ask-county-sheriff-to-fund-school-

cops-from-new/article_bdca4a72-3500-11e8-82e0-10604b9f7e7c.html 

• Mesa County residents can choose their own free day at the dump: http://kool1079.com/mesa-

county-landfill-free-day/ 

• You wish this were your weekend getaway: http://www.5280.com/2018/03/you-wish-this-

were-your-weekend-getaway/ 

• Grand Valley Vietnam Veterans honored for their service: 

http://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/grand-valley-vietnam-veterans-honored-

for-their-service/1088109529 

• Don’t forget to vote—Municipal elections on Tuesday: 

http://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Dont-forget-to-vote-Municipal-elections-on-Tuesday-

478347423.html 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS (When an RSVP is required I will include the information. I also ask that you 

let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if multiple council members plan 

to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you.): 

• Tomorrow, April 7 is the annual Electronics Recycling Event at the Fruita Civic Center (325 East 

Aspen Ave.) from 9am – 1pm. The City and Waste Management are teaming up to offer 

residents the opportunity to recycle their electronics at this annual event—collecting all cords, 

cables, CPUs and cell phones at no cost. Other electronics will be collected at a nominal fee.  

• April 14 is the Desert Rats Trail Running Festival. 

• April 18 is a new event called “Fruita: Back to Summer Fair” at the Community Center to learn 

about Fruita has to offer this summer by way of programs. More info below. 

• April 21 is the 9Health Fair Expo at the Community Center from 8 am – noon. 

https://www.9healthfair.org/health-fairs/spring/261/index 

• April 26 is the annual Arbor Day event TBD. 

• April 28 the Grand Valley Bike Swap will be held in Fruita at Civic Center Park (including venders, 

open bike swap/sales, beer garden, food trucks, live music) followed by a showing at 7:30 pm of 

the movie “The Moment”.  

• May 4-5 is the 23rd annual Fruita Fat Tire Festival and 18 Hours of Fruita.  

• May 6 is the Rose Hill Rally from 7am – 2pm with a bike aid station at Reed Park.  

• May 12 is the annual Girls on the Run regional 5K run beginning at 9 am at the Community 

Center.   

• May 15 is the CML Spring Outreach meeting in Palisade from 3-4:30 pm.  

• May 18 is Colorado Bike to Work Day (earlier this year to accommodate cooler weather) from 

6:30 – 9am with breakfast provided at the Community Center by Family Health West.  

• June 1-2 is the annual Mike the Headless Chicken Festival.  

• The Business Incubator calendar of events is below.  

• The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website at: http://www.fruita.org/calendar. 

• The 2018 Events Information is also available online at: 

http://www.fruita.org/parksrec/page/special-events 
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One Riverfront | Spring 2018 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Spring is in the air and that means it's time for One Riverfront to announce our 20th annual Colorado Riverfront Concert Series 

schedule.  First, we'd like to thank all of our 2018 sponsors:  KREX - TV; City of Fruita, Sandstone Concerts, Townsquare 

Media; Alpine Bank, ANB Bank, Daub & Associates, Enstrom Candies, Family Health West, FCI Constructors, Home Loan 

Insurance, Humphrey RV, Grand Valley Bank, KAFM Radio and Curbside Recycling Indefinitely, Inc. (GJ CRI).  Without their 

generous sponsorship support, we would not be able to bring you our 2018 concert season.   

Chris Hillman & Herb Pederson - Thursday, May 24, 2018 

Arguably the pioneer of the genre known as "Country Rock," Chris Hillman has carved a permanent niche in the history of 

contemporary American music through his work with such notable bands as The Byrds, The Flying Burrito Brothers and the 

Desert Rose Band. 

John McEuen's String Wizards with special guest Jim Ibbotson - Thursday, June 

14, 2018 



 

 

John McEuen is one of the founding members of the Nitty Gritty Dirt Band.  Going strong for 50-years, the band is best 

known for its evergreen bestselling album Will the Circle be Unbroken and for its gorgeous version of the song "Mr. 

Bojangles."  McEuen is one of the seminal figures who conceived and originated the fusion of folk, rock and country, a unique 

sound still hugely popular today.  In addition to performing on tour with the Nitty Gritty Dirt Band and on dozens of their best 

selling albums (many of which went platinum and gold), McEuen also has a successful solo performing and recording 

career.  And as a music producer, he won the Grammy in 2010 for producing The Crow, a music album by Steve Martin, John's 

lifelong friend. 

The Bellamy Brothers - Thursday, August 9, 2018 

The Bellamy Brothers are an American pop and country music duo consisting of brothers David Milton Bellamy and Homer 

Howard Bellamy.  The duo had considerable musical success in the 1970s and 1980s, starting with the release of their crossover 

hit "Let Your Love Flow" in 1976, a Number One single on the Billboard Hot 100. 

Starting in the late 1970s, the Bellamy Brothers found success in country music as well, charting twenty Number One singles and 

more than fifty hits overall on the country charts.  To date, they have released more than fifty albums, primarily on Curb 

Records.  They have also enjoyed success in Continental Europe, with a compilation album topping the Norwegian charts in 2011 

and with over two dozen hit songs that were released outside the US market.  In 2013, their album Bellamy Brothers & Friends: 

Across the Sea landed at No. 5 in the Swiss Music Chart and took the top spot in album sales for weeks in Switzerland. 

Bring your family and friends and join us for an evening under the stars with fantastic music, spectacular views of the Colorado 

National Monument and great food. 

Ticket distribution starts on Saturday, April 7th at all area City Market stores.  You may also go to TicketsWest to order tickets 

online. 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 


