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     Weekly Info Update 

To:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From: MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER    

Date: APRIL 27, 2018 

Re:  WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE  

Tuesday’s City Council Meeting 
The meeting begins with an educational outreach presentation by Dusti Reimer, 
Grant Administrator for the Mesa county Federal Mineral Lease District, Police Week 
Proclamation, Teacher Appreciation Week Proclamation and Bike to Work Month 
Proclamation. Following the Consent Agenda there will be no public hearings or 
administrative items, but one Council Action regarding selecting the Council 
candidate interviews and times for May 7.  
 

Filling the Council Vacancy (cont.) 
With the election and swearing-in of Joel Kincaid as Mayor, leaving his seat on City 
Council vacant for the two remaining years (since his seat was not up for election 
during the April election), the City Charter requires Council to fill the seat within 60-
days. After Council’s decision/direction at the April 17 meeting, the following was 
released on Wednesday, April 18.  

PUBLIC NOTICE 
Request for Applications to fill a Vacant Seat on the Fruita City Council 

The City Council is accepting applications from registered voters residing in the City 
of Fruita who are interested in filling a vacant seat on the Fruita City Council until the 
next regular municipal election (April 2020).  Applications may be picked up at the 
Fruita Civic Center or downloaded at: 
http://www.fruita.org/administration/page/city-council-vacancy-application-form   
and should be submitted to the City of Fruita, 325 E. Aspen, Fruita, CO 81521, Attn: 
Deputy City Clerk or emailed to dwoods@fruita.org by Monday, April 30, 2018 at 
3:00 p.m.  Interviews will be conducted on Monday, May 7, 2018 at the Fruita Civic 
Center. 
 
The City Council holds regularly scheduled meetings on the first and third Tuesday of 
every month and a work session meeting on the fourth Tuesday of each month.  The 
meetings begin at 7:00 p.m. (6:30 p.m. for work sessions) and are open to the public. 
More information on City Council, including the Handbook, application and duties 
and responsibilities are found: http://www.fruita.org/citycouncil. 
 

$50,000 Grant Award! 

http://www.fruita.org/administration/page/city-council-vacancy-application-form
mailto:dwoods@fruita.org
http://www.fruita.org/citycouncil


 
 

City Engineer Sam Atkins and I attended the Federal Mineral Lease District meeting Wednesday right 
after presenting the $9,000 request to AGNC for the roundabouts project. The board members 
deliberated over the rankings each had provided, seeing them for the first time together and decided to 
fund two requests in full and one partial based on the total scoring. Our project for the Cedar Way 
Infrastructure Improvements was funded in the full request amount of $50,000. Great job to City 
Engineer Sam Atkins for an application and presentation well-done! I also spoke during the workshop in 
favor of the District establishing a permanent fund with the excess Anvil Points revenue to ensure 
revenue for grant cycles into the future.  

 
WCCC Trail Rehab following the Skippers Island Fire 
A huge kudos to the Western Colorado Conservation Corp who in early March constructed 
approximately 2.5 miles of single track trail alongside the new Kokopelli Trail, a 10-foot-wide concrete 
trail.  The kudos is for coming back out this past Thursday to touch up and re-establish the trail after the 
Skipper Island fire.  Some of the burn area include the new single-track trail.  See the photos below. 

 



 
 

 

 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Lori Buck’s Outdoor Recreation Legislative Trip to DC 
Mayor Pro Tem Buck had a productive trip to Washington, D.C. as a guest with Public Lands Solutions to 
share the value of public lands to the community of Fruita and highlight Fruita’s partnerships among 



 
 

businesses and BLM. During the trip, she met with many Senators and representatives of the 
Department of the Interior.  
 

  
 
Earth Day Audubon Float 
Councilors Leonhart and Karisny participated in the Earth Day Audubon float Sunday. Here are a couple 
photos provided by Karen. 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 
May is Bike Month—below are City and Area Events: 



 
 

 



 
 

 
Fruita Fourth Fridays is Back! 

 
 
 

TID BITS: 



 
 

• Please see the Stage 1 Fire Restrictions that begin May 4th with the News Release below.  

• Councilman Dave Karisny was voted as Vice Chair of the GVRTC Board.  

• Mayor Kincaid and I participated with area leaders in a large focus group with Colorado Tourism 
Office Executive Director Cathy Ritter and marketing firm Destination Think to provide feedback on 
marketing new travel regions throughout the state.  

• Mayor Kincaid represented the City also with some filming for marketing efforts with Slate 
Communication, the City Arbor Day celebration planting a tree at Rim Rock Elementary Thursday 
and filming for upcoming Economic Development Week, May 7-12 with the Chamber. 

• The City’s Education Team created the Fruita Civics Academy in partnership with Fruita Middle 
School for May 3 that will host 28 seventh graders for an entire day learning about various services 
and departments of the City.  

• Corporal Henderson attended a week-long Instructor Methodology course.  

• Some photos posted on Facebook lead to the identification and arrest of two males for attempted 
burglary at the Fruita Coop. 

• Kokopelli Phase I – MVC has go-ahead to install the privacy fencing required by United Co.’s along 
north side of lake at gravel pit. Waiting on United to finish their outlet structure flume, backfill and 
grading to complete the fencing.  

• Kokopelli Phase II Trail – Excavation completed for Hilfiker wall to go in in next couple weeks at Reed 
Wash area.   

• Staff met with Mesa County and their consultant (SGM) on the update to the Mesa County Road and 
Bridge Specifications which are from 1995.   

• Grant application for American Public Works Association Colorado Chapter – West Slope Branch 
2017 Internship Assistance Program has been submitted (4/2) for an Engineering 
Intern.  Announcement of awards will occur no later than April 27th. 

• City has sold 36 new sewer taps for the year. 

• The Proximity software for the doors to the F-Works Coworking space is functioning. 

• All City irrigation is up and running. 

• Chip sealing is set to begin May 7 beginning on 15 Road first. 

• Installation complete on the pedestrian activated crosswalk at Ottley and Fremont and the Police 
Department continues to monitor the crosswalk. 

• Parking stall painting started this week throughout public lots. 

• The high winds caused a few street sign issues that are being fixed. 

• The pool boiler was re-piped last Friday and went well with the pool opening in the afternoon. 

• Leading up to the summer concert series, we are creating a partnership with a local business to pre-
spray for mosquitos in the park as a sponsor.  

• On Saturday, 4/28, COPMOBA and friends will be hosting a bike swap from Noon – 6:00 pm in Civic 
Center Park.  Starting at 7:30 pm that evening they will be showing the movie ‘The Moment’ a 
documentary of sorts about Freeride Mountain Biking – Should be a way-fun day and it is a 
fundraiser for the mountain bike trails in the Kokopelli Area. 

• The 9News Health Fair hosted at the Fruita Community Center by Family Health West and Colorado 
Canyons Hospital was a big success.  841 screenings were completed and many participants received 
valuable health information.  The event ran very smooth and City of Fruita was happy to support the 
event as these types of events go a long way toward enhancing our communities’ quality of life and 
healthy lifestyle.  



 
 

• On Thursday, April 26th, Rim Rock Elementary school received a new tree for Arbor Day.  The winner 
of this year’s Arbor Day poster was from Rim Rock and had the opportunity to name the new tree 
Violet.  Her poster will go the Colorado State Capital and be displayed alongside other contest 
winners from around the state.  Our new Mayor Joel Kincaid, in his first public engagement, read the 
Arbor Day Proclamation to students and Kami Long from the from CSU Extension gave a rousing and 
interactive speech on trees and their value. 

• Don’t forget Fruita Fourth Friday events tonight (details above), the Grand Valley Bike Swap events 
tomorrow (details below) and the upcoming Bike to Work Day events on May 2nd (details above).  

• Code Enforcement Officer interviews were conducted today. 

• Auditors will be here next week. 

• Met with a prospective company from Boulder today checking out various areas in the Grand Valley 
with GJEP. 

• Have an awesome weekend! 
 

FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  

• Colorado hauls in $28B yearly from recreation: 
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/colorado-hauls-in-b-yearly-from-
recreation/article_7b020cdc-4777-11e8-b4c8-10604b9f6eda.html 

• Bizz Buzz—Fruita one of 10 best biking towns in West by Sunset Magazine: 
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/business/biz-buzz-april/article_7f441e86-484c-11e8-abfb-
10604b9f6eda.html 

• Two Colorado towns are the best biking towns in the West: http://mix1043fm.com/two-
colorado-towns-best-biking-towns/ 

• Fruita businesses join in bike trails fund-raiser: http://thebusinesstimes.com/fruita-businesses-
join-in-bike-trails-fund-raiser/ 

• A place to work: Fruita coworking space seen as attraction; http://thebusinesstimes.com/a-
place-to-work-fruita-co-working-space-seen-an-attraction/ 

• In connecting the dots, business opportunities emerge: http://thebusinesstimes.com/in-
connecting-the-dots-business-opportunities-emerge/ 

• Two businesses to join in lifestyle industries summit: http://thebusinesstimes.com/two-
businesses-to-join-in-lifestyle-industries-summit/ 

• Earth Day float focuses on Colorado water issues: 
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/earth-day-float-focuses-on-colorado-
water-issues/article_ada49964-46b6-11e8-b3cc-10604b9f6eda.html 

• Grand Valley hosts the first medical fair since 2013: http://medicaldailytimes.com/news/grand-
valley-hosts-first-medical-fair-since-2013/3733/ 

• Fruita looks to fill council vacancy: https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/fruita-
looks-to-fill-council-vacancy/article_af5b1f46-463c-11e8-9274-10604b9ffe60.html 

• Patients celebrate health fair’s return to Grand Valley: 
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/patients-celebrate-health-fair-s-return-to-
grand-valley/article_b1e9df4a-463c-11e8-878e-10604b9ffe60.html 

• 9Health Fair back in Grand Valley: http://www.kjct8.com/content/news/9Health-fair-back-in-
grand-valley--480467971.html 
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• Fruita Monument High School Scholarships: https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/briefs/briefs-
april/article_d4a29ad6-49de-11e8-ae9f-10604b9f6eda.html    

• Seniors embark on college journey:  http://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-
news/seniors-embark-on-college-journey/1144350131 

• Public entities get mineral-lease grant money: 
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/public-entities-get-mineral-lease-grant-
money/article_217e484c-49de-11e8-8db2-10604b9f1ff5.html 

• Social media helps reunite family with stolen cat: http://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Social-
media-helps-reunite-family-with-their-stolen-cat-480890991.html 

• What you need to have for the perfect Western Colorado picnic: http://kool1079.com/what-
you-need-to-have-for-the-perfect-western-colorado-picnic/ 

• Five early May festivals in Colorado you won’t want to miss: http://kool1079.com/five-early-
may-festivals-in-colorado-you-wont-want-to-miss/ 

• It should be a great summer of music in the Grand Valley: 
https://www.gjsentinel.com/entertainment/columns/it-should-be-a-great-summer-of-music-in-
the/article_66102bba-4993-11e8-8388-10604b9f1ff5.html 

• District 51celebrates employee milestones, retirees: 
http://www.kjct8.com/content/news/District-51-honors-staff-with-event-480632191.html 

• King rules during youth elk-calling event: https://www.gjsentinel.com/outdoors/hunting/king-
rules-during-youth-elk-calling-event/article_b262153c-463c-11e8-948d-10604b9ffe60.html 

• It’s barely spring, but fire season is upon us: https://www.gjsentinel.com/opinion/editorials/it-s-
barely-spring-but-fire-season-is-upon-us/article_a7129cac-4582-11e8-9e9f-10604b9f6eda.html 

• Man who started Skipper Island fire comes forward: 
http://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/man-who-started-skipper-island-fire-
comes-forward/1135205936 

• Transient: sorry for trouble: https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/transient-sorry-for-
trouble/article_fe689da0-457b-11e8-afb5-c3e7096cfdfe.html 

• Transient says he accidentally started Skipper Island Fire: 
http://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/transient-says-he-accidentally-started-
skipper-island-fire/1138850284 

• Fire causes air quality concern: http://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Fire-causes-air-quality-
concern-480429023.html 

• Wrap on the Skipper Island Fire: http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/Skipper-Island-
Fire-70-percent-contained-480412423.html 

• Blaze chars 220 acres, but crews have it out: 
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/blaze-chars-acres-but-crews-have-it-
out/article_8a825c52-4583-11e8-aaa8-7b00e6690245.html 

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS (When an RSVP is required I will include the information. I also ask that you 
let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if multiple council members plan 
to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you.): 

• Tonight, April 27, Fruita Fourth Friday is back to the downtown beginning at 5pm. See details 
above.    
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• Tomorrow, April 28 is the Grand Valley Bike Swap will be held in Fruita at Civic Center Park 
(including venders, open bike swap/sales, beer garden, food trucks, live music) followed by a 
showing at 7:30 pm of the movie “The Moment”.  

• May 2 is Bike to Work Day with a ride on the new trail beginning at the Civic Center at 6:30 am 
and free community breakfasts being served from 7-9 am at Heritage Park (by Tacorado and 
Bestslope Coffee and Civic Center Park by Colorado Canyons hospital and Medical Center.  

• May 4-5 is the 23rd annual Fruita Fat Tire Festival (18 Rd and downtown Fruita) and also the 18 
Hours of Fruita event (Highline State Park).  

• May 6 is the Rose Hill Rally from 7am – 2pm with a bike aid station at Reed Park.  

• May 12 is the annual Girls on the Run regional 5K run beginning at 9 am at the Community 
Center.   

• May 15 is the CML Spring Outreach meeting in Palisade from 3-4:30 pm.  

• May 17 is the Business Incubator Center’s Business Showcase 2018 from 4-7 pm at the BIC (2591 
Legacy Way GJ). Poster with more info below.  

•  May 18 is Colorado Bike to Work Day (earlier this year to accommodate cooler weather) from 
6:30 – 9am with breakfast provided at the Community Center by Family Health West.  

• June 1-2 is the annual Mike the Headless Chicken Festival.  

• The Business Incubator calendar of events is below.  

• The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website at: http://www.fruita.org/calendar. 

• The 2018 Events Information is also available online at: 
http://www.fruita.org/parksrec/page/special-events 
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