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     Weekly Info Update 
To:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From:  MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER    

Date:  DECEMBER 22, 2017 

Re:  WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE  

 
Merry Christmas! City offices will be closed Mondays Dec. 25 and Jan. 1.  
 
New Planning & Development Director 
We are excited to welcome Daniel Caris, currently Mesa County Development 
Services Manager, to begin in the role of Fruita Planning and Development Director 
on January 16. Dan accepted the job earlier this week following an in-depth hiring 
process conducted over the past several weeks. Dan comes to Fruita with great 
experience, passion and fit with the City's core values, and we look forward to Dan 
joining our leadership team in pursuit of achieving City goals.  
 
TID BITS: 

• Civic Center staff enjoyed 
an  Ugly Sweater and potluck 
 day earlier this week! 

• The Business Incubator 
 continues to work hard 
 upgrading and preparing 
the  Civic Center space for the 
 transition to a Co-working 
 space in early 2018—this may be the location for our hosting of Business 
 After Hours. 

• We have posted job ads for a part-time Custodian and Aquatics Coordinator.  
• The City’s annual Tree City USA application has been submitted.  
• RecTrac (the software management system for Parks & Recreation and the 

 Community Center) has been extremely slow in recent weeks. It is taking 
 extended amounts of time to register patrons for programs or event to swipe 
 a visit in at the FCC. Due to the slowdown, the system is not getting a 
 complete and accurate count of visits at the FCC. Staff is working with both 
 ProVelocity and Vermont Systems to determine the slowdown issues and 
 hopefully fix them soon.   

• The pump for water jets in the hot tub failed late last week and was repaired. 
 The hot tub was down for a few days.   



 
 

• Community Center staff are preparing for a busy 
holiday break when the kids are out of school.   

• Parks is taking advantage of this slower time of year 
to clean up debris at the Riverfront Park (Disc Golf 
Course) to help with mowing operations next 
spring.   

• The cyclocross races at LSWP went smoothly this 
past weekend. Thanks to the staff and coordinators 
at MAD Racing for doing an excellent job of cleaning 
up after themselves. It was a fun event to watch. I 
was impressed to meet an 82-year old French man 
still racing.   

• New backboard at Community Center is due to arrive 
today and be installed soon.  

• The 5-2-1 Drainage Authority provided stormwater 
training for maintenance staff and completed the 
annual stormwater audit this week. Crews have made 
significant efforts toward improving good 
housekeeping practices over the past year and no 
items of concern were identified in the audit. Thanks 
to all who take pride in maintaining the City’s 
equipment and facilities.   

• Public Works listed a number of items on GovDeals 
this week: www.govdeals.com/fruita. 

• To limit cars parking on the old lagoon property to access the riverfront trail, crews spent 
some time this past week cleaning up the area at the end of Raptor Road as an informal 
parking area.   

• GVRTC Board meeting on Monday spent most of the meeting discussing a potential ballot 
measure for increase transportation funding (more to come).   

• We have received responses from 2 hotels so far interested in installing electric vehicle 
charging stations thanks to assistance from the Chamber.  

• Outside Agency funding award letters and agreements have gone out.   
• Conservation easement for the C&R Orchards was set to close today with the City 

contribution $16,000 to the purchase of the easement.   
• Staff has been working regularly and swiftly with Family Health West and the City Attorney 

on documents for issuance of bonds.   
• Filed annual certification paperwork for Conservation Trust Fund eligibility.   
• Working on finalizing budget document.   
• Business license renewals have been sent out and are coming back in droves.   
• Draft 2018 Municipal Election calendar is prepared.   
• Nomination Packets for City Council and Mayor may be picked up January 2, 2018 and are 

due with candidates’ bios (250 words or less) by January 22, 2018. Notice sent to Daily 
Sentinel for publication on December 20 and December 27. There are three City Council 
seats open, as well as the Mayor’s seat for the April 2018 Election.   

http://www.govdeals.com/fruita


 
 

• Boards and Commissions members have been e-mailed to come pick up their gift of 
appreciation from the City Council at the Fruita Civic Center.   

• Fencing is still being installed on the Kokopelli Phase 1 section of the RFT.  
• Notice of award to Mountain Valley for Phase 2 of the Kokopelli section of the RFT has been 

signed with contract and bonds being worked on by the contractor.  
• The Pine & Pabor crosswalk re-alignment and improvement is scheduled for next week so 

there will be closures on Pine Street between Ottley and Aspen. 
• Staff is working on the alignment of sewer to serve the greatest area for the Highway 6 

sewer interceptor project.  
 

   
FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  

• Mayor Buck’s letter to the editor: https://www.gjsentinel.com/opinion/email-letters-
december/article_3e77e0dc-e4e1-11e7-abcf-2f91264f0a89.html 

• Biz Buzz—Suds Brothers Brewery: https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/business/biz-buzz-
dec/article_c0f8916c-e614-11e7-9717-10604b9f6eda.html 

• No-quorum vote on e-bikes decision: 
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/no-quorum-vote-on-e-bikes-
decision/article_c0ff736a-e614-11e7-9719-10604b9f6eda.html 

• Broadband towers to be built in Mesa County: 
http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/Broadband-towers-to-be-built-in-Mesa-
County-465319633.html 

• Desert bighorn sheep an ‘identity’ of the Grand Valley: 
http://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Desert-big-hrn-sheep--464826923.html 

• Christmas village is tradition for 91-year-old Fruita man: 
http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/Christmas-village-decoration-is-tradition-for-
91-year-old-Fruita-man-464622913.html 

• School donations will help Salvation Army feed more than 600 families: 
http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/464503273.html 

• No biz without snow biz: https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/no-biz-
without-snow-biz/article_50aa4f2c-e6e6-11e7-b797-10604b9f1ff4.html 

• Fruita Middles School students show Christmas spirit: http://kool1079.com/fruita-middle-
school-students-show-christmas-spirit/ 

• Colorado becomes 38th state to make FirstNet ‘opt-in’ announcement: 
http://urgentcomm.com/ntiafirstnet/colorado-becomes-38th-state-make-firstnet-opt-
announcement 
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UPCOMING EVENTS (When an RSVP is required I will include the information. I also ask that 
you let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if multiple council 
members plan to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you.): 
 

• Dec. 25 and Jan.1 City Offices will be closed observing Christmas and New Year’s Day.  
• Jan 11 will be a D51 Foundation hosted event including an update from the D51 School 

Board members and Superintendent on the state of the Schools at the Factory (7750 Main 
in GJ) from 6-7 pm. 

• Jan. 13 is the Denver Nuggets Skills Challenge at 9 am at the Community Center.  
• Jan. 18 we are hosting the Chamber Business After Hours Event from 5:30 – 7:30 pm.  
• Feb. 3 is the D51 Foundation annual White Iced Celebration at the CMU Ballroom from 7 - 

10:30 pm. 
• Feb. 10 is the Fruita Chamber Annual Banquet at 6 pm at the Community Center. 
• Feb. 17 is the Sweet Heart 5k/1k at 9 am beginning at the Community Center.   
• The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website at: 

http://www.fruita.org/calendar. 
• The Business Incubator upcoming events are posted below.  
• The 2017 Events Information is also available online at: 

http://www.fruita.org/parksrec/page/special-events 
 
CC. Department Directors 
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