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     Weekly Info Update 
To:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From:  MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date:  NOVEMBER 9, 2017 

Re:  WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE  

 
City Offices Closed Friday, Nov. 10 in Observance of Veterans Day 
 
 
TID BITS: 

• Rim Rock Marathon was a success and much thanks to our partner, the 
 Greater Grand Junction Sports Commission for managing that event. 

• A total of 556 runners participated in the Rim Rock Marathon Saturday (up 
 from 435 in 2016):  126 in the marathon, 416 in the half and 14 in the relay. 
 65% of participants were from out of the area and some came from as far 
 away as the UK and other parts of Europe. Thanks to the Mayor for 
 presenting to award winners. 

• Registration is up for the newest event in Fruita, the Kokopelli 140 that will 
 be held Sept. 7-8, 2018. See the website at; https://www.kokopelli100.com/ 

• We received 4 new residential dwelling units in October. We have received 6 
 in the first week of November. Full report thru Oct. below.  

• The Police Department (PD) is still working with property owners as well as 
 Public Works and Parks on cleanup of homeless camps. The camp on the 
 Chevron property is likely outside of the City limits, but we will still be 
 coordinating the effort.  

• PD is confident the Pizza Hut robber is the same person who was responsible 
 for several other robberies throughout the county as well as in Delta. This 
 individual was killed in a shoot-out with police in Parker.  

• PD’s Colorado Association of Chiefs of Police (CACP) reaccreditation site-visit 
 is scheduled for November 30.  

• Public Works (PW) completed some final road patching this week in 
 preparation for winter.  

•      The contractor completed remaining demolition work and worked on 
 repairing concrete at the Wastewater Reclamation Facility in preparation to 
 install the new headworks screen.    

•     PW crews completed mountain water records for the 2017 water year, which 
 ended October 31st, and have submitted all information to the State Water 

https://www.kokopelli100.com/
http://x-apple-data-detectors/5


 
 

Commissioner.  
•     PW is rotating alternate staff for street sweeping duties to get caught up while our normal 

operator is on light duty.  
• We received updated certification from the State for the elevator at the Civic Center.  
• We presented our grant request to DOLA for the Highway 6 Sewer Interceptor on the east side 

of town.  
• Family Health West and Recreation staff began scheduling and planning a 9HealthFair and 

selected April 28, 2018.  The event will be coordinated mostly by FHW and hosted at the Fruita 
Community Center. This will take the place of the Sweetheart Health Expo, which is typically 
held in February. The Sweetheart 5K and 10K will occur as planned on Saturday, February 17, 
2018.  

• The first Youth Communities That Care meeting will take place on Wednesday, November 15 at 
6:00 pm at the Fruita Community Center.  We hope to recruit some of our area youth to give us 
insight into the risk and protective factors from their perspective.    

• Community Center staff will be getting the word out about the pass rate increases that will take 
place on January 1, 2018.  A letter will be sent out to current FCC pass holders by the week 
of 11/27, a letter from the P&R Director will be in the upcoming Activity Guide, an article will be 
in the upcoming City Link and there will be several Facebook posts at the end of November and 
early December.  We will also do a press release near the end of November to let the 
community know of the changes coming.  

• Kokopelli Trail Phase I:  road base shouldering continues for the areas already paved.  Bridge 
submittal is approved and should be ordered this week.  

• Kokopelli Trail Phase II:  Pre-Bid meeting was held yesterday with good attendance.  We have 
most of the big contractors interested in the project.  

• Concrete replacement projects throughout the City are nearing completion.  Should be wrapped 
up next week.  

• Aspen Alley storm drain installation - Storm drain is installed from Pabor to the east-west alley.  
Contractor will begin prep work on north-south alley for concrete drainage pan and finished 
road base before disturbing and completing storm drain in east-west alley.  

• Starbucks plans to start construction no later than Monday of next week now that they picked 
up their Planning Clearance today.  It has Starbucks as the anchor tenant with 2 other units 
available on the south side of Fruita.  
        

 
FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  

• TABOR vote may repeat in future: http://www.gjsentinel.com/news/articles/tabor-vote-may-
repeat-in-future 

• D51 athletes sign letters on intent: 
http://www.nbc11news.com/content/sports/456223893.html 

• Business group gets new director: http://www.gjsentinel.com/news/articles/business-group-
gets-new-director 
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• Chaos of state VB tourney doesn’t intimidate Fruita: 
http://www.gjsentinel.com/sports/articles/chaos-of-state-vb-tourney-doesnt-intimidate-fruita 

• Adaptive toy workshop scheduled: http://thebusinesstimes.com/adaptive-toy-workshop-
scheduled/ 

• Palisade, Fruita host in first round of state football playoffs: 
http://www.gjsentinel.com/sports/articles/palisade-fruita-host-in-first-round-of-state-footb 

• Man wanted for local fast food robberies killed in Police shootout in Denver: 
http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/455411473.html 

• HS Volleyball: Fruita Monument claims regional title: 
http://www.nbc11news.com/content/sports/455298063.html 

• Wildcats kickin’ it to state: http://www.gjsentinel.com/sports/articles/wildcats-kickin-it-to-state 
• Rim Rock runaway: http://www.gjsentinel.com/sports/articles/rim-rock-runaway 
• How we learned to stop worrying and love the Colorado pikeminnow: 

http://www.gjsentinel.com/news/articles/how-we-learned-to-stop-worrying-and-love-colorado 
• Training man’s new best friend: http://www.gjsentinel.com/outdoors/articles/training-mans-

new-best-friend 
• The return of the scenic Rim Rock Marathon: http://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-

news/the-return-of-the-scenic-rim-rock-run-marathon/851333954 
• 5th annual paws and pies: http://www.kjct8.com/content/news/5th-Annual-Paws-and-Pies-

455250133.html 
• Memorial service for Starvin’ Arvin’s founder: http://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Memorial-

service-for--455238953.html 
• Police look at video in Pizza Hut robbery; no links found yet: 

http://www.gjsentinel.com/news/articles/police-look-at-video-in-pizza-hut-robbery8232-no-l 
• Rim Rock Marathon returns this weekend: http://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-

news/rim-rock-marathon-returns-this-weekend/850888517 
    

UPCOMING EVENTS (When an RSVP is required I will include the information. I also ask that you 
let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if multiple council members plan 
to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you.): 

• Nov. 15 is the first Youth Communities that Care meeting at 6 pm at the Community Center. 
• Nov. 17 is the Night at the FCC from 7-10 pm at the Community Center. 
• Dec. 9 is the Holiday Arts and Crafts Fair from 10 am – 3 pm at the Community Center.  
• Dec. 9 is the Hometown Christmas Parade (put on by the Chamber) in the downtown beginning 

at dusk.  
• Dec. 16 is the City of Fruita employee Christmas Party at 6:00 pm.   
• Dec. 20 is Cookies ‘n Clause at 6 pm at the Community Center. 
• Jan. 13 is the Denver Nuggets Skills Challenge at 9 am at the Community Center.  
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• Jan. 18 the City will host the Chamber Business After Hours at the Community Center at 5:30 
pm. 

• Feb. 10 is the Fruita Chamber Annual Banquet at 6 pm at the Community Center. 
• Feb. 17 is the Sweet Heart 5k/1k at 9 am beginning at the Community Center.   
• The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website at: http://www.fruita.org/calendar. 
• The Business Incubator upcoming events are posted below.  
• The 2017 Events Information is also available online at: 

http://www.fruita.org/parksrec/page/special-events 
 
CC. Department Directors 
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