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     Weekly Info Update 

To:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From: MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date: November 22, 2017 

Re:  EARLY WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE  

 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING!! City Offices will be closed on Nov. 23 & 24 in 

observation of Thanksgiving holiday. 

 

Tuesday’s City Council Workshop 
We will cover an update of our review of density bonus points pertaining to the 

pending application of the Iron Wheel Subdivision, discuss the process and approach 

to updating Chapter 8 of the Land Use Code during the pending Moratorium, have a 

follow-up discussion on outside agency requests and end with a wrap-up discussion 

on the proposed 2018 Budget scheduled for adoption on December 5, 2017.  

 

Elevation Outdoors Best of the Rockies Poll 

Elevation Outdoors is running a 'Best of the Rockies' poll on ElevationOutdoors.com 

(here), and announcing the winners in the March print issue of EO. Pass this around 

and encourage everyone you can to rally behind Fruita on this one! Spread the word 

and let’s get 'em! Nominations will be counted through Wednesday, 11/27. It would 

be great to see Fruita represented in the 'Best of the Rockies' in print this March! 

 

Play Like a Local Campaign (repeat) 
As the City focuses on Quality of Place, Economic Health and Lifestyle built upon a 

solid foundation of providing core services, we deliberately seek to market the 

positive aspects of our community we don’t want to lose—things like the small town 

feel, incredible residents, businesses and outdoor recreation amenities, among 

others. The reality is communities grow or decline, but never stay exactly the same 

and Fruita is growing. To attract quality, complementary growth our value 

proposition is similar when attracting residents, businesses and visitors alike. The 

Play Like a Local Campaign helps in each of these areas. The following is an update 

and City Link article from Slate Communications: 

 
One of the best parts about living in Fruita is the ability play here too. And we like to 

say that “our visitors feel like locals and our locals play like visitors”. When visitors 

come to Fruita, the immediately feel like part of the community. Because of this, our 



 

 

latest tourism marketing campaign is focused on how to “Play like a Local”.  If you’d like to help us get 

the word out about Fruita and attract new visitors, we have some tips and resources to share: 

• Make sure you’re following us on Facebook (facebook.com/FruitaColorado) and Instagram 

(@gofruita). If you see a post you love, please share it! 

• When posting about your Fruita adventures on social media, add #gofruita and #playlikealocal, 

and tag our accounts. We try to repost often.  

• GoFruita.com is a great resource to share with your visiting friends and family, but we’re always 

looking for ways to improve it too. Let us know if you have suggestions! 

• We’ve also started a photo library at www.flickr.com/photos/gofruita that can be used by Fruita 

residents and businesses. If you’re sharing tourism-related information, feel free to use the 

photos. 

 

If you or anyone you know has suggestions or content and photos to share, please contact Liz Cassi with 

Slate Communications at liz@slatecommunications.com. We encourage you to take a break from your 

busy lives and appreciate the amazing things that our valley has to offer. We can’t wait to see more from 

your adventures! 

 

Don’t forget about Small Business Saturday this Saturday—we have some amazing, unique 

small businesses in Fruita participating 

 
 

Community Center Rate Increases in 2018 (repeat) 
To alert pass holders and residents of the Community Center rate increases in the proposed 2018 

budget heavily due to the passage of Amendment 70 increasing minimum wage, we are getting the 

word out in a number of ways.  

 

• November 14-16 (and beyond) – Inform staff of the rate changes and the information being sent 

out  

• November 14-16 - Letter and e-blast to current pass holders 

• November 27-30 – Activity Guide letter from Parks & Recreation Director reaches all homes 

• November 27 – January 15th – flyers posted on the front door 



 

 

• Early December – City Link article to all residents 

• The Daily Sentinel will also be publishing an article on this 

 

Please see a copy of the letter sent to all patrons this week below.  

 

TID BITS: 

• Short week, with much of the focus on finalizing the proposed budget for presentation last 

night. The entire proposed budget can be viewed on the website at: 

http://www.fruita.org/administration/page/2018-draft-budget 

• Big thanks to our awesome Parks Crew for lighting up the public spaces downtown! 

• Congrats to the community who recycled 51 tons of cans, bottles, paper and cardboard during 

the month of October (full report below). 

• Also below is the 2018 Recycling pick-up schedule. 

• Another item copied below is a memo summarizing the GVRTC strategic planning session held 

on October 23, 2017.  

• Today, the bid opening for phase 2 of the Kokopelli section of the Riverfront trail occurred and 

we had 4 close bids that will be reviews. They were all under our Engineer’s estimate. 

• PD has noticed a slight increase in reports of thefts from vehicles (not uncommon this time of 

year). They’ve put out information on social media reminding folks to lock their cars and keep 

valuables out of sight.  

• Don’t forget to RSVP for the Christmas Party – RSVPs are due by December 5, 2017. 

• RMHP will continue to be our health insurance provider for 2018.  Our new plan (Monument 

3500/5000 will go into effect on 1/1/17. 

• First interviews for the Planning and Development Director are scheduled for Tuesday, 

November 28 and Wednesday November 29th.   

• Unfortunately the Downtown Advisory Board was not able to find a source of Christmas Trees 

this year for the downtown lot sale, while they did try hard to do so.  

• Began working with Slate communications to improve our economic development web presence 

on www.fruita.org before the end of the year. 

• Have a great weekend and Thanksgiving! 

 

FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  

• CSU to construct satellite campus to Western Slope: 

https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/csu-to-construct-satellite-campus-to-

western-slope/article_ff8f3384-cdc0-11e7-a9d2-10604b9f7e7c.html 

• Mesa county Sheriff’s Posse runs annual food drive; 

http://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Mesa-County-Sheriffs-Posse-runs-annual-food-drive-

458674683.html 

• Fruita Middles School safety precautions: http://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Fruita-Middle-

School-safety-precautions--458347253.html 



 

 

• 9HealthFair returns to Grand Valley: http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/9Health-Fair-

returns-to-Grand-Valley-458330643.html 

   

UPCOMING EVENTS (When an RSVP is required I will include the information. I also ask that you 

let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if multiple council members plan 

to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you.): 

• Nov. 23 & 24 City Offices will be closed.  

• Saturday, Nov. 28 is Small Business Saturday!! 

• Nov. 28 is a public open house farewell to GJ Police Chief John Camper at the Avalon Theatre, 

Mezzanine level from 4-6 pm. 

• Dec. 7 is the Communities that Cares Ugly Sweater Soiree from 5-7 pm at the Community 

Center. 

• Dec. 9 is the Holiday Arts and Crafts Fair from 10 am – 3 pm at the Community Center.  

• Dec. 9 is the Hometown Christmas Parade (put on by the Chamber) in the downtown beginning 

at dusk.  

• Dec. 20 is Cookies and Clause at 6pm at the Community Center. 

• Jan 11 will be a D51 Foundation hosted event including an update from the D51 School Board 

members and Superintendent on the state of the Schools at the Factory (7750 Main in GJ) from 

6-7 pm. 

• Jan. 13 is the Denver Nuggets Skills Challenge at 9am at the Community Center.  

• Feb. 3 is the D51 Foundation annual White Iced Celebration at the CMU Ballroom from 7-10:30 

pm. 

• Feb. 10 is the Fruita Chamber Annual Banquet at 6pm at the Community Center. 

• Feb. 17 is the Sweet Heart 5k/1k at 9am beginning at the Community Center.   

• The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website at: http://www.fruita.org/calendar. 

• The Business Incubator upcoming events are posted below.  

• The 2017 Events Information is also available online at: 

http://www.fruita.org/parksrec/page/special-events 

 

CC. Department Directors 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

November 14, 2017 

 

Dear Fruita Community Center Pass-holder, 

 

It is hard to believe that we are nearing our 7th year of operation at the Fruita Community Center!  We 

have enjoyed getting to know our patrons and introducing ourselves to visitors.  We feel that these 



 

 

interactions and our services have brought value to our Fruita Community and we cannot wait to see 

what the next 7 years has in store for us! 

 

Since opening its doors in 2011, the Fruita Community Center has maintained pass rates at original 

levels (seven years without a rate increase).  Unfortunately, it has become necessary to raise our rates in 

2018 to keep pace with the ever-increasing costs of operating the facility.  The most notable cost 

increase we are facing is due to Amendment 70, which was passed in the 2016 state-wide elections and 

will ultimately raise minimum wages to $12.00 per hour by year 2020 – up from $8.31 in 2016.   In 2018, 

the financial impact will be over $110,000 in part-time salary increases which is necessitating the pass 

rate increase.  We are raising the base rate of each daily pass by $1.00, which in turn impacts the three-

month, punch pass, monthly and annual pass rates.  Our analysis shows that the rate increase in 2018 

will cover our operating costs in the coming two years but we may need to adjust them again in 2020.  

We will make a determination at that time.  See the new pass rates sheet that is enclosed.  These 

changes will go into effect January 1, 2018. 

 

We thank you for your understanding and trust you continue to find value in the facilities, programs and 

events we provide to the Fruita Community and look forward to maintaining your support through 

service that is built on honest relationships. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Nicole MacDonald 

Guest Services Supervisor 

Fruita Community Center  

970-858-0360 x6402 

 

 

 

 

DAILY ADMISSION PASS RATE/RESIDENT DISCOUNT 

Child (3-9)** $4.00 

New Fruita Community Center Pass Rates 

Effective January 1, 2018. 



 

 

Youth (10-17) $5.00 

Adult (18-64) $7.00 

Senior (65+) $6.00 

Shower $4.00 

 

20 PUNCH PASS PASS RATE RESIDENT DISCOUNT 

Child (3-9)** $76.00 $72.00 

Youth (10-17) $95.00 $90.00 

Adult (18-64) $133.00 $126.00 

Senior (65+) $114.00 $108.00 

 

3 MONTH PASS PASS RATE RESIDENT DISCOUNT 

Child (3-9)** $65.00 $60.00 

Youth (10-17) $81.25 $75.00 

Adult (18-64) $113.75 $105.00 

Senior (65+) $97.50 $90.00 

Adult Couple/Buddy $171.00 $157.50 

Senior Couple/Buddy $146.25 $135.00 

Family (3 members)* $190.88 $176.25 



 

 

Family (4 members)* $207.00 $191.25 

Family (5 members +)* $223.50 $206.25 

 

12 MONTH/MONTHLY PASS PASS RATE RESIDENT DISCOUNT 

Child (3-9)** $260.00/ $21.67 mo $240.00/ $20.00 mo 

Youth (10-17) $325.00/ $27.08 mo $300.00/ $25.00 mo 

Adult (19-64) $455.00/ $37.92 mo $420.00/ $35.00 mo 

Senior (65+) $390.00/ $32.50 mo $360.00/ $30.00 mo 

Adult Couple/Buddy $684.00/ $57.00 mo $630.00/ $52.50 mo 

Senior Couple/Buddy $585.00/ $48.75 mo $540.00/ $45.00 mo 

Family (3 members)* $763.50/ $63.63 mo $705.00/ $58.75 mo 

Family (4 members)* $828.00/$69.00 mo $765.00/ $63.75 mo 

Family (5 members+)* $894.00/ $74.50 mo $825.00/ $68.75 mo 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 


