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     Weekly Info Update 
To:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From:  MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date:  SEPTEMBER 29, 2017 

Re:  WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE  

Tuesday’s City Council Meeting 
We have a full agenda Tuesday night with important items on the consent agenda, 
the second reading and public hearing on the ordinance to enter into a lease of the 
lake for the cable wakeboard park, discussion of rezoning some Highway 6 frontage 
properties and overviews of the 2018 proposed general fund, Police Department and 
Public Works department budgets.  
 
Community Survey 
Community surveys reached residents beginning last Saturday and are due this 
coming Wednesday. The survey may be taken on  www.fruita.org at 
http://www.fruita.org/hr/page/2017-community-survey or by filing out the hard 
copy and mailing with the pre-paid return envelope.  
 
 
“Tire Cutting” Ceremony for Kokopelli Section of the CO Riverfront Trail & 
Starburst Award for the Little Salt Wash Trail 
Thursday was a big day, including the ‘tire cutting’ ceremony for the construction of 
the Kokopelli Section of the Colorado Riverfront Trail. This is 4.5 miles of 10-foot 
wide hard surface trail from Fruita to the Kokopelli Trailhead via the City’s Business 
Park paid for with $2 million from GOCO, $1.2 million from CDOT, $1 million from 
DOLA, $160,000 
from the Riverfront 
Foundation, $10,000 
from Mesa Grand 
and the remaining 
match from lottery 
funds.  
 
Fruita was also the 
recipient of another 
Starburst Award for 
the completed 
north-south Little 

http://www.fruita.org/
http://www.fruita.org/hr/page/2017-community-survey


 
 

Salt Wash connector trail that was also partially funded with lottery funds ($200,000 from CO Parks and 
Wildlife and $120,500 from Conservation Trust Funds). We don’t do ribbons in Fruita and cut the 
traditional tire tube. 

 
 
Great Outdoors Colorado  
We enjoyed hosting GOCO staff and 
Board in Fruita this week! They threw an 
awesome party, well attended by many 
locals and important partners in our City 
goals and efforts, in Civic Center Park last 
night and unveiled their video on their 
Connect initiative 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4KC
RMkb36_k&feature=youtu.be 
which covers Fruita. Many thanks to 
GOCO for impacting Fruita’s and 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4KCRMkb36_k&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4KCRMkb36_k&feature=youtu.be


 
 

Colorado’s parks, open space and trails. We will have a copy of this soon to begin sharing as well.  
 
Backcountry.com Dealer Camp in 
Fruita 
30 employees of Backcountry.com 
enjoyed the Moon Farm hospitality 
and chose Fruita for a dealer camp 
last weekend. Mayor Buck and I were 
invited to spend some time with 
them before they played on the trails 
and we got to Fall Festival.  
 
 
Rocky Mountain Bikes Product 
Launch in Fruita next week 
Look out for a crowd from Rocky Mountain Bikes and their guests in Fruita and out on the trails creating 
photos and videos of two of their new bikes. Preparations are set for their arrival. Over the Edge has 
them ready to ride.  
 
GJEP Instagram Feed Takeover 
If you are on Instagram, please follow gjepecondev and you can see the posts I made this past week 
covering Fruita as the guest Instagrammer.  
 
TID BITS: 
• Fruita residents recycled 49 tons of cans, bottles, paper and cardboard (see report below).  
• Aspen Alley bid opening was this week for drainage improvements and paving came in 

under budget. 
• Sewer was installed for the next phase of Village at Country Creek Subdivision. 
• Concrete may be laid on phase one of construction of the Kokopelli section of the Riverfront 

Trail in next 3-4 weeks. 
• Bids are out for our sidewalk and curb & gutter projects for this year. 
• Community Center was back up and running in pristine, clean condition. 
• We will miss Mark Angelo. Today was his last day and he requested we not hold a going 

away party (in typical Mark fashion) but he will be missed and Fruita is a better place 
because of his service.  

• Have an awesome weekend.  

 

FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  



 
 

• Another link in the chain for bike trail: http://www.gjsentinel.com/news/articles/another-link-in-
the-chain-for-bike-trail 

• Fruita celebrates trail success: http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/Fruita-celebrates-trail-
success-448599433.html 

• What’s on your wish list for the valley? http://thebusinesstimes.com/whats-on-your-wish-list-for-
the-valley/ 

• Celebrate the harvest at one of many pumpkin patches, mazes: 
http://www.gjsentinel.com/entertainment/articles/celebrate-the-harvest-at-one-of-many-pumpkin-
patch 

• Fruita Fall Festival comes to close: http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/447492293.html 
• Public Safety is the prerequisite for economic development: 

http://www.gjsentinel.com/opinion/articles/public-safety-is-the-prerequisite-for-economic-dev 
• Thanks, Kristi Pollard: http://www.gjsentinel.com/opinion/articles/thanks-kristi-pollard 
• Pop-up museum shows ‘then and now’ photos of national monument: 

http://www.gjsentinel.com/news/articles/popup-museum-shows-then-and-now-photos-of-national 
• Off and running: http://www.gjsentinel.com/sports/articles/off-and-running 
• Riverfront Trail Art comes to Fruita: 

http://www.onenewspage.us/video/20170923/8946915/Riverfront-Trail-Art-comes-to-Fruita.htm 
• The Fruita Fall Festival is here: http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/447159743.html 
• Who are you most excited to see at the Fruita Fall Festival: http://kekbfm.com/who-are-you-most-

excited-to-see-at-the-fruita-fall-festival/ 
• City Council weighs wake board park in Fruita: 

http://www.onenewspage.com/video/20170923/8944919/City-Council-Weighs-Wake-Board-Park-
in-Fruita.htm 

• FBI crime stats show violent crime increases: http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/FBI-crime-
stats-show-violent-crime-increases-448121613.html 

• Substitute hired to teach ag at Fruita Monument: 
http://www.gjsentinel.com/news/articles/substitute-hired-to-teach-ag-at-fruita-monument 

• Grand Valley residents appointed to state boards: http://thebusinesstimes.com/grand-valley-
residents-appointed-to-state-boards-2/ 
    

UPCOMING EVENTS (When an RSVP is required I will include the information. I also ask that you 
let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if multiple council members plan 
to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you.): 

• Sept 29-30 is Tour of the Moon.  
• Oct. 2-5 Rocky Mountain bikes will be in town to launch their new bike on the 3rd and 4th.  
• Oct. 4 is the TAP-IN Play & Protect, a west slope water forum at the Factory (750 Main St. GJ) 

from 3-6 pm. (http://tapinco.org/colorado-play-protect/) 
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• Oct. 5-6 from 8:30 am – 5 pm on Oct. 5 and 8:30 am – 12 pm Oct. 6 will be the second annual 
Colorado Outdoor Recreation Industry Leadership Summit (COILS) at the Avalon Theatre in 
Grand Junction (info below).  

• Oct. 5 is the 31st Business Incubator Center Year Kick-off BBQ & Libations from 4-6 pm at their 
main location in GJ (details below).  

• Oct. 6 is a Conservation Colorado fundraiser (details below).  
• Oct. 6 is also a Colorado Canyons Association fundraiser movie at the Avalon Theatre: 

https://monumentalevents.com/events/6-oct-2017-banff-radical-reels 
• Oct. 7 is the inaugural West by West West (WXWW) event in downtown Fruit fundraising for 

Colorado Canyons Association (details below).  
• Oct. 21 is Grand Valley Transit Training from 9:30 – 11:30 am at the Community Center. 
• Oct. 28 is Truck-N-Treat in downtown from 10 am – 12 pm. 
• Oct. 31 is Trick or Treat Street from 3-5 pm.  
• Nov. 4 is Rim Rock Marathon ending in Circle Park from 8 am – 12 pm.  
• The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website at: http://www.fruita.org/calendar. 
• The Business Incubator upcoming events are posted below.  
• The 2017 Events Information is also available online at: 

http://www.fruita.org/parksrec/page/special-events 
 

CC:  Department Directors 
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Join the Colorado Outdoor Recreation Industry Office on Oct. 5-6, 2017 for the 2nd 
annual Colorado Outdoor Industry Leadership Summit (COILS). As we collectively strive to 
develop a flourishing recreation-based economy in Colorado, we want to gather leaders 
from all over the state's outdoor industry to help establish and execute our vision for the 
future. 

 

WHO 
 

CEOs, Colorado government officials, executive directors, entrepreneurs, students, and 
leaders from across the state that represent different cross-sections of the outdoor 
economy in Colorado. 



 
 

 

WHAT 
 

A day-and-a-half of networking, ideas and expert discussions that are designed to catalyze 
the action we need to elevate and sustain our flourishing outdoor ecosystem in Colorado. 
Topics include Economic Development, Conservation, Education/Workforce Training and 
Health and Wellness. 

 

WHEN 
 

Thursday, Oct. 5 from 8:30am - 5:30pm and Friday, Oct. 6 from 8:30am - 12:00pm 

 

 

 
 

----------------------- REGISTER BY SEPT. 25TH ---------------------
- 

    

 
 

ADD TO CALENDAR 

 

iCalendar  *  Google Calendar  *  Outlook  *  Outlook Online  *  Yahoo! Calendar 
 

  
  

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001p-F7o2CXekKhDSjXnfm9ZjHN0eGIswBTBNd6hXS8At0oUG3L_kkhEK3yYf13NocinTKb9-UoDc6Z3_3z_-bw2ZYFGBAosI-6yAhOfrlO0hZWtH-1LZPD5MQPODvdilQ6Pt7LH0OlZP9rcHSs4WCUnPfZkaeR3wtXc0zY1U-pt-V_z-N-t3LGONQ7ClrP_zQ4Qa20OPQAZURBkCNCN9F0AtNOjVCtvZ_1B_Psy2zuuhdXdZSKDCNINw==&c=gRcyROB8Tyg1a-Gm9XfA9VAeevwbNiLNoHe9ZZpherjTnuSloEO7hg==&ch=PSGNxeNvJ-6EMCPPdeCwhKevt5_tvZD-DP_tmEogrDuoCEfagR3Y8w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001p-F7o2CXekKhDSjXnfm9ZjHN0eGIswBTBNd6hXS8At0oUG3L_kkhEK3yYf13NociKiJZyJzg5B3be_rob-Puv5G0mZ3URo6DUvxqqLJ8IIgMNn7jwwzrE61UvLT9V4M9IpAcnAFU8usc8R256fXJXtMoAQqVWrtqVwksLKEWmqXBe0VzcbuyeR_JuKncS51c&c=gRcyROB8Tyg1a-Gm9XfA9VAeevwbNiLNoHe9ZZpherjTnuSloEO7hg==&ch=PSGNxeNvJ-6EMCPPdeCwhKevt5_tvZD-DP_tmEogrDuoCEfagR3Y8w==
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