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     Weekly Info Update 
To:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From:  MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date:  AUGUST 4, 2017 

Re:  WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE  

Certified Small Business Community 
We received word that we made it to the final round of the Certified Small Business 
Community grant application through the Office of Economic Development & 
International Trade’s Blueprint 2.0 program. Jon Maraschin, Business Incubator, and I 
will present to the state next week before they make their final selection. We 
requested $30,000 over a three-year period to transition the BIC space in the Civic 
Center to a co-working space managed by the BIC.  

Annual HOA Meeting & Cities and Towns Week 
Annually, our Code Compliance Officer, Mark Angelo, conducts training with HOA 
members throughout the City. During the year, we have added topics of interest for 
this annual meeting and decided to broaden this meeting to include a series of 
informational sessions that people can choose from during the state’s Cities and 
Towns Week, September 11-17. The City Link arriving to residents by the end of 
August will highlight this and detailed info on each session will be posted on the 
website. Rather than one meeting, we will have different presentations each day 
covering topics such as marijuana, animal control issues, general crime prevention, 
code compliance, texting and young teens, vacation rentals by owners, irrigation 
water, Communities that Care, among others being developed. Presentations will be 
most nights between 6-8 pm.  
 
Fruita Chamber of Commerce is looking for Fall Festival Grand Marshal 
Nominations 
Do you know a local resident who has a reputation for outstanding community 
service? Each year the Alpine Bank Fruita Fall Festival parade sponsored by Grand 
Valley Bank honors a resident or residents who have gone above and beyond for 
Fruita. The Fall Festival committee is now accepting nominations for the Grand 
Marshal of the 2017 parade. If you know of a Fruita area resident who has 
contributed to our community, you are invited to nominate him or her for this great 
honor. Nominations will be accepted through September 1st at the Fruita Area 
Chamber of Commerce. Mail or drop off a detailed written description of what the 
nominee has accomplished in his/her life, using as many specific examples as 



 
 

possible. The Chamber address is: 432 E Aspen Avenue, Fruita, Colorado, 81521. You may also email the 
nomination to events@fruitachamber.org. 
 
TABOR Review Committee 
Notice of the City seeking volunteers was published in the Daily Sentinel July 24 and will be published 
again on July 30. We have received two applications and need your help in encouraging volunteers to 
serve in this capacity. As per your direction Tuesday night, we are in the process of contacting those who 
served on past committees and those you suggested.  
 
The following is the notice published in the Sentinel:  
The City of Fruita is looking for volunteers who are interested in serving on a Citizen Review Committee 
to study the effects of the TABOR amendment on the City of Fruita and to make recommendations to the 
City Council regarding proposed courses of action.  Members shall consist of residents of Fruita and are 
appointed by the City Council.  Terms of appointments shall be until the scope of work outlined by the 
Council (Resolution 2017-22) is complete or April 2018, whichever comes first.  Applications are due by 
August 9, 2017 and may be picked up at the Fruita Civic Center, downloaded from the City’s website at 
www.fruita.org/bc or requested by email sent to dwoods@fruita.org.  Completed applications should be 
submitted to the City of Fruita, 325 E. Aspen, Fruita, CO  81521 or emailed to dwoods@fruita.org or 
faxed to (970) 858-0210.  Additional information can be obtained from the office of the Fruita City Clerk 
at 858-3663 or from the city’s website at www.fruita.org/bc . 
 
TID BITS: 

• The grant application for the east sewer extension project was submitted to DOLA this week.  
• In our partnership with Fruita Monument High School, the tennis courts received new 

windscreens: http://fmhsathletics.com/2017/07/30/tennis-courts-receive-upgrade/ 
• Staff continues to work on 2018 budget preparation and also bond documents to refinance the 

Community Center debt.  
• We are requesting quotes from various health insurance providers for 2018. 
• Planning Commission will be reviewing the Iron Wheel re-submittal on Tuesday. 
• There have only been 18 new dwelling unit permits issued year to date, but many on the 

horizon.  
• The new Aspen Village Subdivision paving is complete. 
• The new phase at Brandon Estates should be paving next week. 
• The utility relocation for the Aspen alley project begins next week. 
• The eastern Kokopelli section of the Riverfront Trail request for construction bids is advertised 

on August 6 with a bid opening August 30.  
• Our Engineering intern Rachel completes her internship with us and we appreciate her hard 

work on a large list of projects—she was able to stay busy as our Engineering Division is carrying 
a large load of projects this year. 
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• Police have shared education information on their Facebook page related to increased sightings 
of bears in the area—Parks and Wildlife typically respond to any calls for service relating to 
bears that may be causing trouble.  

• The Sheriff’s Department shared with us that they have had a lot of calls for service at Enoch’s 
Lake and are working with Public Works.  

• Staff is working on a draft updated agreement with the Glade Park Water Users Association that 
will increase their level of maintenance of the water line that serves them and reduce staff time 
and resources. 

• Annual street striping will occur next week throughout the City. 
• Public Works was able to hire a new Maintenance Worker to start in the next couple weeks. 
• Hiring continues for a Police Officer, Seasonal Public Works employee, Aquatics Supervisor, 

Recreation Programs Supervisor and Wastewater Treatment Operator.  
• Crews began work on the ramp and clearing for the temporary overflow parking at Little Salt 

Wash Park (southwest of the current lot). 
• We now have the ability to remotely monitor our I-70 lift station. 
• Building Maintenance is conducting an inspection of the maintenance of the Dinosaur Journey 

building the City owns. 
• The Community Center remains very busy with 21,316 paid visits in July and 124,147 in 2017 

thru July—this is 3,797 over 2016 for the same period.  
• Unfortunately, another compressor went out at the Community Center to be repaired.  
• Parks crews are busy with grub beetle control and tree trimming. 
• Nice article on Dinosaur Journey: http://www.wanderwithwonder.com/2017/07/28/colorado-

dinosaur-country-explorations/ 
• Mesa County requested space to host an open house to educate the public on the proposed 

Public Safety Tax. They have scheduled to hold this on Tuesday, September 26 from 4-5 pm at 
the Community Center. 

 
FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  
• Fourth annual Cops and Cars show: http://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/fourth-

annual-cops-and-cars-show/778363405 
• Fruita 16-year old Belshe wins national powerlifting crown: 

http://www.gjsentinel.com/sports/articles/fruita-16yearold-belshe-wins-national-powerlifting 
• Rossi’s return: http://www.gjsentinel.com/sports/articles/rossis-return 
• Sunday Scramble returns: http://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/sunday-scramble-

returns/778912041 
• District 51 students want change: http://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/district-51-

students-want-change/778916776 
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• More than $2,000 raised at Cops and Cars show: 
http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/437574353.html 

• Putting their food on your table: http://www.gjsentinel.com/news/articles/putting-their-food-
8232on-your-table 

• Campaign for District 51 bond and mill levy override kicks off: 
http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/437420963.html 

• West Nile Virus present in the Valley: http://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/west-
nile-virus-present-in-the-valley/777893483 

• Dinosaur fossil found on future site of mountain bike route in Mesa County: 
http://www.craigdailypress.com/news/dinosaur-fossil-found-on-future-site-of-mountain-bike-
route-in-mesa-county/  

• Two Valley hospitals forge alliance: http://www.gjsentinel.com/news/articles/two-valley-hospitals-
forge-alliance  

     
UPCOMING EVENTS (When an RSVP is required I will include the information. I also ask that you 
let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if multiple council members plan 
to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you.): 

• Tomorrow, August 5 is the Fruita Farmer’s Market in Civic Center Park from 8:30 am – 12:30 
pm. 

• August 10 is the Thursday Night Concert featuring The Williams Brothers Band at 7:30 pm in 
Civic Center Park. 

• August 12 is the Fruita Farmer’s Market in Civic Center Park from 8:30 am – 12:30 pm. 
• August 17 is the Chamber Business After Hours at Moon Farm, hosted by Moon Farm and KMZK, 

from 5:30 – 7:30 pm. 
• August 30 will be the next Fruita Chamber Economic Development Summit from 5:30 – 7:30 pm 

at Cavalcade (invite below).  
• September 22 is the annual Old Fossil Golf Tournament at Adobe Creek (info below). 
• The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website at: http://www.fruita.org/calendar. 
• The Business Incubator upcoming events are posted below.  
• The 2017 Events Information is also available online at: 

http://www.fruita.org/parksrec/page/special-events 
 
 

CC:  Department Directors 
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