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     Weekly Info Update 

To:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From: MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date: August 11, 2017 

Re:  WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE  

Tuesday’s City Council Meeting 

Jon Maraschin with the Business Incubator Center will provide Council an updated to 

kick off the meeting. Following the Consent Agenda, there is a public hearing for 

second reading of the Community Center bond refunding.  

 

Blueprint 2.0 Certified Small Business Community 

Jon Maraschin and I presented to OEDIT today and we should hear next week if we 

receive the designation and the grant. We requested $30,000 over a three year 

period to transition the Business Incubator space in the Civic Center to a co-working 

space managed by the BIC.  

TABOR Review Committee  

Notice of the City seeking volunteers was published in the Daily Sentinel July 24 and 

July 30. An email invite was also sent to list of past participants Monday and a follow-

up today. We have received three applications total. We have placed an item on the 

agenda under Council Reports and Actions to discuss efforts to recruit more 

participants and opportunity to appoint those who have applied.  The following is the 

notice published in the Sentinel:  

 

The City of Fruita is looking for volunteers who are interested in serving on a Citizen 

Review Committee to study the effects of the TABOR amendment on the City of Fruita 

and to make recommendations to the City Council regarding proposed courses of 

action.  Members shall consist of residents of Fruita and are appointed by the City 

Council.  Terms of appointments shall be until the scope of work outlined by the 

Council (Resolution 2017-22) is complete or April 2018, whichever comes first.  

Applications are due by August 9, 2017 and may be picked up at the Fruita Civic 

Center, downloaded from the City’s website at www.fruita.org/bc or requested by 

email sent to dwoods@fruita.org.  Completed applications should be submitted to the 

City of Fruita, 325 E. Aspen, Fruita, CO  81521 or emailed to dwoods@fruita.org or 

faxed to (970) 858-0210.  Additional information can be obtained from the office of 

the Fruita City Clerk at 858-3663 or from the city’s website at www.fruita.org/bc . 

 



 

 

Fruita Chamber of Commerce is looking for Fall Festival Grand Marshall Nominations 

Do you know a local resident who has a reputation for outstanding community service? Each year the 

Alpine Bank Fruita Fall Festival parade sponsored by Grand Valley Bank honors a resident or residents 

who has gone above and beyond for Fruita. The Fall Festival committee is now accepting nominations for 

the Grand Marshal of the 2017 parade. If you know of a Fruita area resident who has contributed to our 

community, you are invited to nominate him or her for this great honor. Nominations will be accepted 

through September 1 at the Fruita Area Chamber of Commerce. Mail or drop off a detailed written 

description of what the nominee has accomplished in his/her life, using as many specific examples as 

possible. The Chamber address is: 432 E Aspen Avenue, Fruita, Colorado, 81521. You may also email the 

nomination to events@fruitachamber.org. 

 

 

TID BITS: 

• June sales tax revenue was 11.74% above June of 2016. Through June 2017 is 9.17% above 2016 

through the same period. 

• County sales tax revenue the City receives is up 6.08% above the same period in 2016. 

• Lodging tax revenue through June is 8.24% above the same period in 2016 and June specifically 

was 13.51% over June of 2016. 

• Thanks to Councilman Kincaid for joining me today to tour around a business prospect from 

Silicon Valley. I know they left with a positive impression on Fruita—also thanks to Family Health 

West and GJEP for their assistance.  

• Some of the highlights Public Works crews completed in July: 

o 31,453 feet of sewer collection lines cleaned 

o 13,000 gallons of weed sprayed in right of ways, in addition to public areas such as the 

sewer lagoons, waste water reclamation facility and Highway 340 roundabouts. 

o 112.2 miles of street swept 

o Patched Laura Avenue, Arbuckle Street and Laura intersection and Arbukle by Pabor 

o Replaced 6” valve in alley by McCune 

o Installed asphalt ramp and cleared overflow parking area at Little Salt Wash Park 

o Graded a laid gravel in alleys 

o Delivered 500’ of 6” pipe to mountain properties 

o Completed 3 day CIRSA training 

o Among many other tasks related to Fleet maintenance, mountain properties, sewer 

lines, road maintenance and building maintenance 

• The State Engineer’s Office completed (with staff present) an inspection of Reservoir 2 dam 

Wednesday that went well. 

• Union Pacific Railroad had a scheduled closing Thursday of the rail crossing at 15 Road which all 

emergency services and businesses were notified ahead of time—it is back open.  



 

 

• We contracted with Stripe-A-Lot to re-stripe all lane lines on City streets this week—this also 

included a new lane configuration on Wildcat Avenue intended to ease traffic around the high 

school. Kudos to Todd Patton and Danald Nagle for coordinating this effort. 

• Staff has been making good progress this week on cleaning up Will’s property and constructing 

overflow parking lot.  

• The fall edition of the City Link is to the printer. 

• We should have a final draft of the community survey to bring to Council to see at the August 

workshop. 

• Recreation has made offers to two new supervisors for Programs and Aquatics. 

• Planning Commission denied a land use code amendment (5-0) and the Iron Wheel sketch plan 

(3-2) Tuesday night. We will discuss at the August workshop. 

• Plans for a Starbucks Coffee and up to two additional unnamed commercial spots were 

submitted to Planning and on the website for the location near McDonalds.  

• The old salvage yard will be going to Planning Commission in September with a zone change 

request from DMU to Commercial. 

• Mark is busy with a number of open code enforcement cases. 

• Village at Country Creek Phase 5 and Aspen Village subdivisions are on the consent agenda 

Tuesday night. 

 

 

FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  

• Volunteers needed for TABOR committee: http://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-

news/volunteers-needed-for-tabor-committee/786238934 

• Business stories illustrate examples worth following: http://thebusinesstimes.com/business-stories-

illustrate-examples-worth-following/ 

• 13th annual Colorado River clean up: http://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/13th-

annual-colorado-river-clean-up/785162433 

• Thrills & spills: Eduro race series excites racers at Powderhorn: 

http://www.gjsentinel.com/news/articles/thrills--spills-enduro-race-series-excites-racers 

• Fighting for your museum: http://www.gjsentinel.com/opinion/articles/fighting-for-your-museum 

• Mom, 2 kids lost on mesa overnight found help at cabin: 

http://www.gjsentinel.com/news/articles/mom-2-kids-lost-on-mesa-overnight-found-help-at-ca 

• Grand Valley hospitals collaborate to offer transitional care: http://thebusinesstimes.com/grand-

valley-hospitals-collaborate-to-offer-transitional-care/ 

• Solar eclipse on Aug. 21 first coast-to-coast event in 99 years: 

http://www.gjsentinel.com/news/articles/solar-power 

• Jarvis site setback needs perspective: http://www.gjsentinel.com/opinion/articles/jarvis-site-

setback-needs-perspective 



 

 

     

UPCOMING EVENTS (When an RSVP is required I will include the information. I also ask that you 

let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if multiple council members plan 

to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you.): 

• Tomorrow, August 12 is the Fruita Farmer’s Market in Civic Center Park from 8:30 am – 12:30 

pm. 

• August 17 is the Chamber Business After Hours at Moon Farm, hosted by Moon Farm and KMZK, 

from 5:30 – 7:30 pm. 

• August 19 is the Fruita Farmer’s Market in Civic Center Park from 8:30 am – 12:30 pm. 

• August 26 is the Fruita Farmer’s Market in Civic Center Park from 8:30 am – 12:30 pm. 

• Aug. 27 Downtown Colorado Inc. will be providing a Downtown Institute training at the Avalon 

from 1-5 pm (Details below). 

• August 30 is the next AGNC Board meeting held in Grand Junction at the Lincoln Park Hospitality 

Suite from 9 am – 1:30 pm. The agenda is posted below.  

• August 30 will be the next Fruita Chamber Economic Development Summit from 5:30 – 7:30 pm 

at Cavalcade (invite below).  

• Sept. 2 is the Fruita Farmer’s Market in Civic Center Park from 8:30 am – 12:30 pm. 

• Sept. 9 is Dog Daze at the Community Center outdoor pool from 10 am – 12 pm. 

• Sept. 9 is the Fruita Farmer’s Market in Civic Center Park from 8:30 am – 12:30 pm. 

• Sept. 15 is Night at the FCC at the Community Center from 7-10 pm. 

• Sept. 16 is the Fruita Farmer’s Market in Civic Center Park from 8:30 am – 12:30 pm. 

• September 22 is the annual Old Fossil Golf Tournament at Adobe Creek (info below). 

• Sept. 22-24 is Fruita Fall Festival in downtown.  

• Sept. 28 is the Great Outdoors Colorado (GOCO) 25th Anniversary party at 7pm in Civic Center 

Park by invite only. This is tied to their annual staff retreat in Fruita.  

• Sept 29-30 is Tour of the Moon.  

• Sept. 30-Oct. 1 Rocky Mountain Bikes will be in Fruita for a private launch of two new bikes. 

• Oct. 21 is Grand Valley Transit Training from 9:30 – 11:30 am at the Community Center. 

• Oct. 28 is Truck-N-Treat in downtown from 10 am – 12 pm. 

• Oct. 31 is Trick or Treat Street from 3-5 pm.  

• Nov. 4 is Rim Rock Marathon ending in Circle Park from 8 am – 12 pm.  

• The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website at: http://www.fruita.org/calendar. 

• The Business Incubator upcoming events are posted below.  

• The 2017 Events Information is also available online at: 

http://www.fruita.org/parksrec/page/special-events 

 
 

CC:  Department Directors 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DOWNTOWN INSTITUTE 



 

 

GRAND JUNCTION | AUG 27th 

 

Avalon Theater, 1-5 PM, Sunday, August 27th  

 

Strategies for Downtown Retail at the Downtown Institute, will provide thought-

provoking presentations and interactive dialogue to get business owners, 

employees, and downtown champions leveraging assets and planning for 

success! Specifically, the event will focus on how small business can survive in an 

Amazon world, merchandising, and using consumer preferences and 

demographics to your advantage. 

 

As always, DCI members receive a discount - click here to sign up. 

 

Our speakers include: 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Brian Corrigan, 

Founder and director of OhHeckYeah 

Design Principles for Merchandising 

and Window Displays and Small Business 

Thriving in an Amazon Environment. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Rachel Trignano, 

Public Relations Specialist for the  

Colorado Symphony 

 

 

 

 

Elaine Brett, 

Paonia Theater Champion, 

DCI Board Member,  

EMB Associates LLC 

 

 

 

 

Pattie Snidow, 

USDA Rural Development 

Resources for Business Succession Planning 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Register Today! 

  

  

 

   



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 


