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     Weekly Info Update 
To:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From:  MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date:  JUNE 30, 2017 

Re:  WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE  

City offices will be closed for Independence Day on Tuesday, July 4th.  
 
The regularly scheduled City Council meeting for July 4, 2017, has been 
cancelled via action taken by City Council at the May 16, 2017 meeting.  
 
Police Department Recognition 
We are proud of the recent official swearing in of our new Police Chief, Lieutenant, 
Corporal, officers and Animal Control Officer. Congrats to Chief Dave Krouse, Lt. Nick 
Peck, Corporal Garrett Henderson, Officers Dillon Chilcote and Logan Hunt and 
Animal Control Officer Stacey Nehm! 

 
 
Communities that Care Update 
Thanks to those of you participating in CTC and attending the meetings last week. 
During the Community Board orientation, a vision statement was crafted that will 
guide the process: Fruita: a caring community that recognizes the value and potential 
of (our) youth by creating positive opportunities that promote healthy lifestyles.  The 



 
 

group continued brainstorming for recruitment and attention is now set on seeking volunteers to begin 
reaching out to those identified to join in the effort.  

Fruita Tourism Marketing and Local Business Cross-Promotion 
Recently Fruita’s contracted tourism marketing firm hosted local businesses to a couple workshops 
training how we can as a community promote Fruita and cross-promote each other. A summary of this 
training and tips are provided at the end of this update.  
 
TID BITS: 

• The closing on the purchase of the Wills property next to Little Salt Wash Park (partially grant 
funded) is complete as of today.  

• Fireworks are still on for Monday night—professional fireworks are still allowed during the 
current ban.  

• In partnership with the Business Incubator Center, we submitted the Blueprint 2.0 grant to 
OEDIT this week requesting $30,000 (no match) to convert the BIC space in the Civic Center to a 
co-working space in partnership with Proximity Space.  

• Thanks to City Council for serving ice-cream to those attending the Thursday Night Concert.  
• Congrats to Al Holyoak Public Works for receiving his Class A CDL this week! 
• Congrats to Danald Nagle (Dano) who passed his Wastewater Collection 1 License test! 
• We are designing a centerfold ad based on our core services and strategic priorities for the next 

Chamber Directory. 
• Glade Park water users discovered a leak in the pipeline this week.  They are monitoring it and 

making plans to repair the line.  If the leak proceeds to cause any erosion or safety issues, the 
City is prepared to shut the system down if needed. 

• I-70 Force Main construction started Monday morning 6/26.  They have already constructed 
about 30% of the piping.  Construction near the lift station will slow progress some, but 
completion in early August is anticipated. 

• Contractor for Adobe View North is cleaning out debris in sewer lines this week. 
• Ken and Sam met with CDOT and other local agencies (Mesa County and Grand Junction) to 

discuss alternatives for the intersection of 20 Road and Highway 6 & 50.  The next steps are to 
talk to some of the property owners of some of the alternatives to get some initial feedback 
before a public meeting is scheduled (public meeting will be scheduled for some time after the 
Labor Day when school is back in session and people are not likely to be on vacation) 

• Aspen Alley has been tentatively scheduled to begin utility (electric, phone, cable) construction 
for August 1.  Easements will be scheduled to go to City Council for the July 18 meeting.  We 
have sign-off from all easements except for a new easement that came up from XCEL; however, 
we anticipate working that one out shortly. 

• The Mayor and I had a great meeting with a new business prospective and have scheduled a 
follow-up in the near future.  

• We are heavy into budget meetings and rolling out the core behaviors with all staff. 



 
 

• We have selected ETC Institute to conduct our community survey in partnership with Family 
Health West and the Mesa County Health Department. 

• At the July 18 City Council meeting, we will bring a couple of supplemental budget amendments 
to appropriate funds for the survey and also to replace the CO-OP tower banners. 

• Odette is working on and coordinating Fruita events for the Governor’s Conference on Tourism 
in the Valley in October.  

• The new Fruita sign at the Rodeo is now up featuring one mutton bustin’ local and #GoFruita: 

 

• Chief Krouse and Lt. Peck have begun a walking tour of visiting with business owners they plan 
to continue throughout the summer.  

• HVAC units have been fixed at the Community Center! 
• The kiddie slide in the kiddie pool will be installed next week. 
• I have begun scheduling and meeting with developers to seek feedback on recent and current 

projects and areas of improvement in our process.  
• Check out the D51 Foundation video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CIHC7db3i-

I&feature=youtu.be 
• As I have begun holding meetings on the organization’s core behaviors with employees, it has 

been another, of many reminders how awesome of a workforce we have! 
• Have a wonderful Independence Day! 

FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  
• It’s impossible not to love the most eccentric town in Colorado (YES—FRUITA): 

http://www.onlyinyourstate.com/colorado/fruita-colorado/ 
• Celebrate Independence Day at CPW parks, but leave the fireworks at home: 

http://www.hpj.com/ag_news/celebrate-independence-day-at-cpw-parks-but-leave-the-
fireworks/article_cdf9cb0e-5ccd-11e7-90a2-7b413888a865.html 

• Announcing Thermo-1200TM water-resistant calcium silicate insulation from Johns Manville: 
http://www.digitaljournal.com/pr/3396496 

• Johns Manville Industrial Insulation Group (IIG) will release the first, water-resistant calcium silicate 
in North America, called thermos-1200: 
https://www.benzinga.com/pressreleases/17/06/p9665160/johns-manville-industrial-insulation-
group-iig-will-release-the-first-w 
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• Monster Snake in Fruita: http://95rockfm.com/monster-snake-in-fruita/ 
• Penalty increase for texting and driving: http://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-

news/penalty-increase-for-texting-and-driving/750576611 
• Mesa County DMV to cut back operating hours: http://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-

news/mesa-co-dmv-to-cut-back-operating-hours/749573365 

     
UPCOMING EVENTS (When an RSVP is required I will include the information. I also ask that you 
let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if multiple council members plan 
to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you.): 

• Tomorrow, July 1 is the Fruita Farmers’ Market in Civic Center Park from 8:30 am – 12:30 pm.  
• Tuesday, July 3 City of Fruita 3rd of July Annual Fireworks brought to you by Western Rockies 

Federal Credit Union beginning at dusk.  
• July 6 is the Thursday Night Concert featuring Threads at 7:30 pm in Civic Center Park. 
• July 7 you are invited to meet the Colorado Tourism Office’s newly appointed Program Director 

from 10 – 11:30 am at the Fruita Civic Center in the North Council Room for a presentation. 
Please RSVP to Deb if you plan to attend.  

• July 8 is the Fruita Farmers’ Market in Civic Center Park from 8:30 am – 12:30 pm. 
• July 13 is the Thursday Night Concert featuring Flat Top Reed at 7:30 pm in Civic Center Park. 
• July 15 is the Fruita Farmers’ Market in Civic Center Park from 8:30 am – 12:30 pm. 
• July 20 is the Thursday Night Concert featuring Stray Grass at 7:30 pm in Civic Center Park. 
• July 21 is the IGA Float Trip with our Riverfront Partners (see flier below).  
• July 22 is the Fruita Farmers’ Market in Civic Center Park from 8:30 am – 12:30 pm.  
• July 24 is the Grand Valley Transit 1-10 Year Strategic Plan Work Session that Councilor Karisny 

and I will be attending.   
• July 27 is the Thursday Night Concert featuring Jack + Jill at 7:30 pm in Civic Center Park. 
• July 29 is the 4th Annual Cops ‘n Cars Car Show benefitting Special Olympics Colorado from 9 am 

–  3 pm at Fruita Monument High School. 
• July 29 is the Fruita Farmers’ Market in Civic Center Park from 8:30 am – 12:30 pm. 
• July 31 is the District 51 Foundation, in partnership with Fruita, Palisade, GJ and Mesa County 

welcome of the new School District Superintendent at the Avalon from 7-8:30 pm that Mayor 
Buck and I will speak at (flier below). 

• August 3 is the Thursday Night concert featuring Halden Wofford & the Hi Beams at 7:30 pm in 
Civic Center Park. 

• August 5 is the Fruita Farmers’ Market in Civic Center Park from 8:30 am – 12:30 pm. 
• August 10 is the Thursday Night Concert featuring The Williams Brothers Band at 7:30 pm in 

Civic Center Park. 
• August 12 is the Fruita Farmers’ Market in Civic Center Park from 8:30 am – 12:30 pm. 
• The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website at: http://www.fruita.org/calendar. 
• The 2016 Events Information is also available online at: 

http://www.fruita.org/parksrec/page/special-events 
 
CC:  Department Directors 
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