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     Weekly Info Update 
To:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From:  MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date:  JUNE 2, 2017 

Re:  WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE  

Tuesday’s City Council Meeting 
In addition to two proclamations for Housing Resources of Western Colorado and the 
consent agenda, we have scheduled a discussion on identifying which sections in 
Chapter 8 of the Land Use Code staff should begin working on updating and an 
update on an internal process staff have worked on identifying core behaviors to 
replace and update our core values.  
 
Fruita Filming 
Vitality Films was in town Wednesday filming Grand Day 2.0 where they were 
repelling to the Colorado River from the Kokopelli Trails, stand up paddle boarding, 
eating pizza and fishing at Snooks Bottom. Great Outdoors Colorado also arrived 
Wednesday to film thru Friday in production of a documentary highlight video of the 
construction of the Kokpelli section of the Riverfront Trail. They spent this trip doing 
many interviews along future sections of the trail and highlighting some of the 
outdoor recreation in the area. They will be back in the fall for their staff retreat and 
more filming. We just received the final cut of the Fruita Fat Tire Festival. 
 
TID BITS: 

• We had the pre-bid meeting for the I-70 lift station secondary force main 
installation (in advance of the Kokopelli section of the Riverfront Trail construction) 
this week that was well attended with a good selection of prospective bidders. 

• Bid opening for the above is next Wednesday.  
• Busiest May ever at the Community Center with paid visits. 
• Over 200 kids signed up for the Dinomites Summer Camp. 
• Busy Memorial weekend at Snooks bottom. No major issues but 1.5 hours of 

 cleaning up trash. 
• In April, Fruita residents recycled 44 tons of cans, bottles, paper, and 

 cardboard (see full report below). 
• Trailhosts collected tickets at the first Riverfront Concert series last week and 



 
 

will at the next two as well. 
• We had a decent turnout of interested residents at the Communities that Cares open house last 

night. 
• Staff has been busy preparing for Mike the Headless Chicken Festival. 
• I can hear the chickens upstairs—we will have over 200 show chickens in the Civic Center over 

the weekend. 
• Met with the Economic Development partners and shared current activities and how we can 

partner. 
• They are working on a regional Grand Valley brand.  
• The Business Incubator is assisting us with a Certified Small Business Community grant with 

OEDIT for $30,000 and no match to convert our Civic Center BIC space into a co-working space. 
• The BIC also successfully assisted a local with a grant application they were awarded to pursue a 

confidential business plan for the community! 
• Junior Police Academy is accepting applications and will run June 14-19 on Wednesday nights. 
• We are working on a new City sign at the rodeo in the stadium.  
• Turns out there was some camping at Enoch Lake over the weekend and also some burglaries at 

nearby private property that the Sheriff’s Office is handling. 
• Tickets are available for purchase for the Community Dinner (June 21) at the Civic Center. The 

dinner will be in Civic Center Park from 6:30-9:00 pm and those serving report at 6:15.  Adults 
are $10 each and children $5 each. 

 
FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  
• City says 3 high-country reservoirs, lake have become expendable: 

http://www.gjsentinel.com/news/articles/city-says-its-3-highcountry-reservoirs-lake-have-b 
• New Chief policing Fruita: http://www.gjsentinel.com/news/articles/new-chief-policing-fruita 
• Fruita gets major award from state lottery TV spot: 

http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/424618694.html 
• Short and sweet: Little Salt Wash Trail wins state Starburst Award: 

http://www.gjsentinel.com/news/articles/short-and-sweet-little-salt-wash-trail-wins-state 
• Dinner is served: Grand Valley Food Truck Fridays roll out for the season: 

http://www.gjsentinel.com/entertainment/articles/dinner-is-served-grand-valley-food-truck-
fridays-r 

• The IT salesman who pressed the GREAT ESCAPE key: 
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/travel/travel_news/article-4554690/The-technician-pressed-GREAT-
ESCAPE-key.html 

• Man who broke into local home, ate Oreos gets jail time TV spot: 
http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/Man-who-broke-into-local-home-ate-Oreos-gets-jail-
time--425937194.html 

• Fruita FFA: http://www.beefmagazine.com/farm-life/week-agribusiness-may-27-2017 

http://www.gjsentinel.com/news/articles/city-says-its-3-highcountry-reservoirs-lake-have-b
http://www.gjsentinel.com/news/articles/new-chief-policing-fruita
http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/424618694.html
http://www.gjsentinel.com/news/articles/short-and-sweet-little-salt-wash-trail-wins-state
http://www.gjsentinel.com/entertainment/articles/dinner-is-served-grand-valley-food-truck-fridays-r
http://www.gjsentinel.com/entertainment/articles/dinner-is-served-grand-valley-food-truck-fridays-r
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/travel/travel_news/article-4554690/The-technician-pressed-GREAT-ESCAPE-key.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/travel/travel_news/article-4554690/The-technician-pressed-GREAT-ESCAPE-key.html
http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/Man-who-broke-into-local-home-ate-Oreos-gets-jail-time--425937194.html
http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/Man-who-broke-into-local-home-ate-Oreos-gets-jail-time--425937194.html
http://www.beefmagazine.com/farm-life/week-agribusiness-may-27-2017


 
 

• Fruita residents upset over Mesa County not treating dirt road TV spot: 
http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/Fruita-residents-upset-over-Mesa-County-not-treating-
dirt-road-424701904.html 

 
     
UPCOMING EVENTS (When an RSVP is required I will include the information. I also ask that you 
let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if multiple council members plan 
to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you.): 

• June 2 we are hosting a public forum in the old DMV room to educate and gather feedback on 
mountain water/land assets from 4-6 pm.  

• June 2-3 is Mike the Headless Chicken Festival in downtown Fruita.  
• June 6 is the 2017 Western Colorado Economic Summit presented by GJEP at CMU: 

http://www.gjep.org/western-colorado-economic-summit/. (I am registered). 
• June 7 is the Fruita Chamber of Commerce Legislative Forum with state, county and City officials 

speaking at the Lower Valley Fire Department at 7:30 pm. 
• June 8 is a Riverfront Concert featuring Big Sam’s Funky Nation at the state park (gates open at 

5:30, show starts at 7:30 pm). 
• June 15 is the first of the weekly Fruita Thursday Night Concert series featuring Bicycle Annie at 

7:30 pm in Civic Center Park.  
• June 16 is Food Truck Friday in Civic Center Park beginning at 5:30 pm.  
• June 15-18 is Country Jam. 
• June 17 is the 4th Annual Crazy About Canyons Wine Dinner @ Carlson’s from 5:30 – 8:00 pm 

(flyer below).  
• June 20-23 is the annual CML Conference.  
• June 21 is the first annual Community Solstice/Harvest Dinner at Civic Center Park at 6:30 pm 

(poster below). 
• June 22 is the Thursday Night Concert at 7:30 pm in Civic Center Park featuring Johnson County 

Coroners.  
• June 24 begins the weekly Farmers Market series each Saturday in Civic Center Park starting at 

8:30 am.  
• June 28 is Bike to Work Day with a breakfast provided by Family Health West at the Civic 

Center—6:30 – 8:30 am. 
• June 29 is the Thursday Night Concert with the Centennial Band at 7:30 pm. This is the concert 

that City Council is serving ice-cream.  
• June 29 is also a Riverfront Concert featuring the Fabulous Thunderbirds at the state park. 
• The Business Incubator class schedule is below. 
• The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website at: http://www.fruita.org/calendar. 
• The 2016 Events Information is also available online at: 

http://www.fruita.org/parksrec/page/special-events 
 

CC:  Department Directors 
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PRESS RELEASE 
THE BUSINESS INCUBATOR CENTER 

2591 Legacy Way, Grand Junction, CO 81503 • 970/243-5242 • Fax 970/241-0771 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
 
DATE:   June 2, 2017 
CONTACT:  Terri Benson 
PHONE:  970-243-5242 

 

BIC is hosting 2 Fundraising events on June 3 

 

The 1st Annual Atomic 5K Run/Walk will begin at 9:00 a.m. with packet pickup and late/on-site 
registration beginning at 7:30. The route runs around the newly designated National Historic District 
campus (part of the Manhattan Project).  More information and registration is available at 
https://www.atomic5kgj.com/ or email atomic5kgj@gmail.com  or call 970-243-5242 and ask for 
Amanda Jimerson. This will be a timed event but fun-runners, walkers, and “virtual” runners are 
welcome! The Atomic 5K run is being sponsored by Riverview Technology Corporation, JGMS, Impact 
Promotions, and many other local businesses. 

 

Beginning at 10:00 the Business Showcase will open – no charge for entry! The Showcase 
includes tenant and alumni booths (food, products, services, and more), a Beer Garden (Kannah 
Creek beer and local wines for sale), free live music (Flat Top Reed), Bump & Jump, a Kid’s Fun 
Run and other children’s activities, and more! The Business Showcase is being sponsored by 
Alpine Bank. 

 

Both events are open to the public. Bring the whole family and enjoy the beautiful campus, meet some 
great local small business owners, and help support Entrepreneurship and Small Business. All proceeds 
support entrepreneurship in Mesa County! The media is encouraged to attend. 

 

Schedule: 

9AM Atomic 5K Run/Walk 

10AM-2PM Business Showcase FREE ENTRY 

10:30 AM Atomic 5K Awards 

11AM Kids Fun run FREE 

https://www.atomic5kgj.com/
mailto:atomic5kgj@gmail.com


 
 

 

More information: http://www.gjincubator.org   

 

The Business Incubator Center serves a mission to support the launch, growth, stabilization and long-
term success of business enterprises. We measure success by our ability to guide entrepreneurs through 
sound business decisions and our positive influence on economic growth in the region. Over our 30 year 
history, this structure has generated powerful results, including the launch of nearly 300 companies, 
generation of more than $165 million in revenue by these companies, creation of approximately 10,000 
jobs, and the investment of over $53.7 million in capital.  

 

For more information on BIC programs in general please contact Terri Benson 
(tbenson@gjincubator.org) 970-243-5242 or the Business Incubator Center at www.gjincubator.org 
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