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     Weekly Info Update 

To:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From: MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date: MAY 26, 2017 

Re:  EARLY WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE  

Happy Memorial Day 
City offices will be closed Monday, May 29 in observance of Memorial Day.  

 

Summer City Link 
This should reach residents this week, but the online version is found here. 

 

aRT-F 
Last year the City of Grand started a Riverfront Trail Art program to address graffiti 

along the trail and specifically determine how to reduce graffiti at underpasses.  The 

results was the aRT program where they invited graffiti artist to submit proposals of 

artwork at an underpass and a selection committee would vet the proposal and make 

selections.  It was a successful program.  This year, the City of Fruita asked to 

participate in the program and we will be working with the program administrators 

to have the underpasses along the new Lower Little Salt Wash Trail paint with graffiti 

art.  One underpass has already been ‘tagged’ (it was immediately removed) and it is 

hope that with this artwork, future ‘taggings’ will be deterred.  Submissions will be 

made over the summer and the artwork will be created along the underpasses on 

Saturday, September 23rd of this year.   We are excited to work with the Grand 

Junction group and will be able to have representation on the selection committee to 

select the artist and artwork that will go on our underpass walls. 

Starburst Award 

Hooray! We are receiving another Starburst Award for the Little Salt Wash Trail! See 

press release below.  

 

TID BITS: 

• Fun video on Public Lands and our partners who manage them for us: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sknvilRFHZw&feature=youtu.be 



 

 

•   We received only two proposals for the community survey that we are partnering with 

Communities that Care and Family Health West on and felt we needed to extend the deadline 

which will now close on June 16 and we have had more interest so far. 

• We appreciate Family Health West’s cooperation and commend the Police Department in 

dealing with the social media threats that put the hospital on lockdown over the weekend and 

resulted in an arrest. 

• While we are not able to provide Glade Park water from Reservoir 3 and Haypress due to a line 

break that GPPWUA is going to fix, we have been able to supply water to them from other 

springs. 

• Design continues on Maple Street Bridge, the Kokopelli Trail and the Aspen Alley project. 

• Pre-bid meeting for the I-70 force main project is Tuesday. 

• Staff is working on the best way to repair the basketball courts at Reed Park. 

•  Staff is also about to kick-off budget season ;-) and making progress on the Priority Based 

Budgeting work. 

• The outdoor pool opens Saturday! 

• City Trail Hosts will be volunteering at the Riverfront Concerts taking tickets and able to keep a 

portion of revenue for the trail host program. 

• Mike the Headless Chicken Festival is next weekend! 

• Great Outdoors Colorado will be here filming and interviewing people next week. 

• Grand Day 2.0 video that has some scenes in and around Fruita is being filmed Wednesday.  

• We had a productive week planning for the Water Rights Public Education Open House June 2nd, 

working on our sewer master plan and priority projects, meeting with partners like the Math & 

Science Center, National Monument, local businesses, progressing on our Sea Otter contact 

follow-ups, and diving into operational improvements.  

• Have a great Memorial Day Weekend! 

 

FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  

• Fruita man faces felony charge in hospital lockdown: 

http://www.gjsentinel.com/news/articles/fruita-man-faces-felony-charge-in-hospital-lockdow 

• Facebook threat forces lockdown of Fruita hospital: 

http://www.gjsentinel.com/news/articles/facebook-threat-forces-lockdown-of-fruita-hospital 

• Local back country horse club hosts clinic to make horses ‘bombproof’ TV spot: 

http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/Local-back-country-horse-club-hosts-clinic-to-make-

horses-bombproof-423516264.html 

• Fruita hospital lockdown is lifted after social media threat TV spot: 

http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/423482914.html 

 

     



 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS (When an RSVP is required I will include the information. I also ask that you 

let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if multiple council members plan 

to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you.): 

• May 28 at 6:00 pm, a Retreat Ceremony will be held at the Cemetery.  The Grand Valley 

Combined Honor Guard will formally lower and retire the American flag for the evening. 

• May 28 at 6:15 pm, the Honor Guard will conduct a Flag Retirement and Burning Ceremony and 

property dispose of unserviceable American flags.  Flags can be dropped of at the Cemetery 

before May 27th. 

• May 29 at 10:00 am, a Memorial Day ceremony honoring all veterans will be held at the 

Cemetery.  The public is invited and are encouraged to bring their own seating.   

• May 29 at 11:00 am – American Legion Jr. Vice Commander Louis Brackett will conduct a 

Memorial Day Service at Elmwood Cemetery in Fruita. 

• June 1 is a Community that Cares Fruita Information Session in the Peach and Plum rooms of the 

Fruita Community Center from 5:30 – 6:30 pm (flyer below).  

• June 1 Museums of Western Colorado Opening Reception for Women of Excellence: The 

Colorado Women’s Hall of Fame Collection begins at 5:30 pm at the Museum of the West in 

downtown GJ.  2010 Inductee Jill Tietjen presents “Women Who’ve Changed Colorado.” 

Inductee portraits and profiles will be on exhibition at the Museum of the West June 2 – 

September 4. 

• June 2 we are hosting a public forum in the old DMV room to educate and gather feedback on 

mountain water/land assets from 4-6 pm.  

• June 2-3 is Mike the Headless Chicken Festival in downtown Fruita.  

• June 6 is the 2017 Western Colorado Economic Summit presented by GJEP at CMU: 

http://www.gjep.org/western-colorado-economic-summit/. (I am registered). 

• June 7 is the Fruita Chamber of Commerce Legislative Forum with state, county and City officials 

speaking at the Lower Valley Fire Department at 7:30 pm. 

• June 8 is a Riverfront Concert featuring Big Sam’s Funky Nation at the state park (gates open at 

5:30, show starts at 7:30 pm). 

• June 15 is the first of the weekly Fruita Thursday Night Concert series featuring Bicycle Annie at 

7:30 pm in Civic Center Park.  

• June 16 is Food Truck Friday in Civic Center Park beginning at 5:30 pm.  

• June 15-18 is Country Jam. 

• June 17 is the 4th Annual Crazy About Canyons Wine Dinner @ Carlson’s from 5:30 – 8:00 pm 

(flyer below).  

• June 20-23 is the annual CML Conference.  

• June 21 is the first annual Community Solstice/Harvest Dinner at Civic Center Park at 6:30 pm 

(poster below). 

• June 22 is the Thursday Night Concert at 7:30 pm in Civic Center Park featuring Johnson County 

Coroners.  

• June 24 begins the weekly Farmers Market series each Saturday in Civic Center Park starting at 

8:30 am.  

• June 28 is Bike to Work Day with a breakfast provided by Family Health West at the Civic 

Center—6:30 – 8:30 am. 



 

 

• June 29 is the Thursday Night Concert with the Centennial Band at 7:30 pm. This is the concert 

that City Council is serving ice-cream.  

• June 29 is also a Riverfront Concert featuring the Fabulous Thunderbirds at the state park. 

• The Business Incubator class schedule is below. 

• The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website at: http://www.fruita.org/calendar. 

• The 2016 Events Information is also available online at: 

http://www.fruita.org/parksrec/page/special-events 

 

 

 

CC:  Department Directors 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRESS RELEASE 
THE BUSINESS INCUBATOR CENTER 

2591 Legacy Way, Grand Junction, CO 81503 • 970/243-5242 • Fax 970/241-0771 

 



 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
 

DATE:   May 25, 2017 
CONTACT:  Terri Benson 

PHONE:  970-243-5242 

 

BIC is hosting 2 Fundraising events on June 3 

 

The 1st Annual Atomic 5K Run/Walk will begin at 9:00 a.m. with packet pickup and late/on-site 

registration beginning at 7:30. The route runs around the newly designated National Historic District 

campus (part of the Manhattan Project).  More information and registration is available at 

https://www.atomic5kgj.com/ or email atomic5kgj@gmail.com  or call 970-243-5242 and ask for 

Amanda Jimerson. This will be a timed event but fun-runners, walkers, and “virtual” runners are 

welcome! The Atomic 5K run is being sponsored by Riverview Technology Corporation, JGMS, Impact 

Promotions, and many other local businesses. 

 

Beginning at 10:00 the Business Showcase will open – no charge for entry! The Showcase 

includes tenant and alumni booths (food, products, services, and more), a Beer Garden (Kannah 

Creek beer and local wines for sale), free live music (Flat Top Reed), Bump & Jump, a Kid’s Fun 

Run and other children’s activities, and more! The Business Showcase is being sponsored by 

Alpine Bank. 

 

Both events are open to the public. Bring the whole family and enjoy the beautiful campus, meet some 

great local small business owners, and help support Entrepreneurship and Small Business. All proceeds 

support entrepreneurship in Mesa County! The media is encouraged to attend. 

 

Schedule: 

9AM Atomic 5K Run/Walk 

10AM-2PM Business Showcase FREE ENTRY 

10:30 AM Atomic 5K Awards 

11AM Kids Fun run FREE 

 

More information: http://www.gjincubator.org   



 

 

 

The Business Incubator Center serves a mission to support the launch, growth, stabilization and long-

term success of business enterprises. We measure success by our ability to guide entrepreneurs through 

sound business decisions and our positive influence on economic growth in the region. Over our 30 year 

history, this structure has generated powerful results, including the launch of nearly 300 companies, 

generation of more than $165 million in revenue by these companies, creation of approximately 10,000 

jobs, and the investment of over $53.7 million in capital.  

 

For more information on BIC programs in general please contact Terri Benson 

(tbenson@gjincubator.org) 970-243-5242 or the Business Incubator Center at www.gjincubator.org 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 


