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Weekly Info Update 
To:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From:  MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date:  DECEMBER 9, 2016 

Re:  WEEKLY INFO UPDATE  

 
TID BITS: 

• The XCEL LED conversion project for Fruita is scheduled to begin 
between Dec. 21 and Jan. 23 for all XCEL street lights. 

• XCEL Energy made some adjustments to their solar program and we 
are evaluating to see if the changes increase the feasibility to apply at any of our 
facilities in their jurisdiction. 

• The Mayor and I had another great meeting and tour of town with a 
new business prospect that has big plans for Fruita. More to come.  

• With the adoption of the proposed 2017 budget, I am beginning 
employee meetings to cover the highlights this week and will finish next week. 

• No one was physically harmed in the armed robbery at a local Family 
Dollar and police are investigating.  

• Lt. Krause attended a valley-wide behavioral health summit Friday. 
• The Police department is working on a possible program to assist kids 

who go hungry during school breaks.  They will bring it to Council Dec. 20 to request 
permission to do fundraising for the program. 

• Our new police officer, Angel Grubbs begins work Monday. 
• The 5-2-1 Board approved their planned budget for 2017 last week. 
• We continue to have issues with the sewer lift station that services 

Johns Manville, but staff are working hard to test some innovative methods to solve 
the problem. 

• A Fruita local who traverses town on his electric wheelchair recently 
let us know how much he appreciates the paths, sidewalks and trails that make this 
easy for him. We also received some feedback on areas we can work to improve. He 
recently reached over 9,000 tracked miles in town! 

• We are getting some new seasonal photos of the City, highlighting 
the decorations to add to our website. 

• There were 3 new residential dwelling units permitted in November 
making the total for the year 56 (our 5 year average—full report attached.  



 
 

• The new Adobe View North Subdivision hopes to begin construction as soon as they 
receive their state stormwater permit. 

• The new Aspen Village subdivision is looking to begin in the spring. 
• Planning Commission will meet in December for continued training.  
• We will not have a Council Workshop in December. 
• Work on the bank stabilization for the Little Salt Wash trail began this week causing a 

temporary closure.  
• GVT has a Veteran discount pass program (see details below). 
• According to AGNC: The next DOLA grant cycle will be passed up and combined with the 

February cycle...around $10m in total grants. New grant letters are going out 
imminently for current cycle. Better severance tax receipts are expected next year, and 
DOLA is hoping to resume more or less "normal" grant cycles starting in August.  

FRUITA IN THE NEWS (or related news to the area):  
• Deer raised by family forced to return to wild TV spot: 

http://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/deer-raised-by-family-forced-to-return-to-
wild/615421659 

• Armed robber hits Fruita store: http://www.gjsentinel.com/news/articles/armed-robber-hits-
fruita-store 

• Colorado hemp seeds certified for production TV spot: 
http://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/colorado-hemp-seeds-certified-for-
production/614954970 

• Is a tax hike for 911 dispatch the answer?: http://www.gjsentinel.com/opinion/articles/is-a-tax-
hike-for-911-dispatch-the-answer 

• Trail etiquette: http://www.gjsentinel.com/opinion/articles/trail-etiquette 
• CSU Agronomy Prof calling it a career, retiring from studies: 

http://www.gjsentinel.com/news/articles/csu-agronomy-prof-calling-it-a-career-retiring-fro  
• Montezuma County explores trail to Montrose linking to Moab: 

https://durangoherald.com/articles/120232-montezuma-county-explores-trail-to-montrose-
linking-to-moab  

 
UPCOMING EVENTS (When an RSVP is required I will include the information. I also ask that you 
let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if multiple council members plan 
to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you.): 

• Tomorrow, Saturday, Dec. 10 from 10 am - 3 pm is the Fruita holiday Craft Fair at the 
Community Center.  

• Also tomorrow, Dec. 10 at 5:30 pm is the Parade of Lights in downtown.  
• Dec. 21 at 6pm is Cookies-n-Clause at the Community Center. 
• Business Incubator classes are posted below.  
• The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website at: http://www.fruita.org/calendar. 
• The 2016 Events Information is also available online at: 

http://www.fruita.org/parksrec/page/special-events 
• Here is a glimpse of the upcoming holiday events in Fruita: 
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CC:  Department Directors 

 

 

Holiday Arts and Crafts Fair December 10th 10am-3pm
Fruita Community 
Center

Enjoy shopping over 50 vendors at this FREE show!

Hometown Christmas and Parade of 
Lights

December 10th 
Parade at 

Dusk
Downtown Fruita Holiday cheer and beautiful lights and shopping.

Cookies-n-Clause December 21st 6pm
Fruita Community 
Center

Wear your PJ's and enjoy a short film, story and photos 
with Santa! Ages 10 and under

Nuggets Skills Challenge January 7th 9am-1pm
Fruita Community 
Center

Ages 6-13 years old compete in dribble, pass and 
shooting drills for a chance to advance to sectionals!

Night at the FCC January 13th 7pm-10pm
Fruita Community 
Center

For 5th, 6th and 7th graders come swim, dance or shoot 
hoops at the FCC $10.00 entry includes pizza and drink

Sweet Heart 5k/10k Run & Health Expo February 18th 9am-1pm
Fruita Community 
Center

5k/10k race and Health Expo

Evening of Art March 11th 7pm-10pm
Fruita Community 
Center

Arts and Culture Board Hosts local artists, wineries, 
breweries and live music

Night at the FCC March 17th 7pm-10pm
Fruita Community 
Center

For 5th, 6th and 7th graders come swim, dance or shoot 
hoops at the FCC $10.00 entry includes pizza and drink

2nd Annual Youth Golf Scholarship 
Tournament

April 7th 9am 
Adobe Creek Golf 
Course

Play a round of golf to support the youth of Fruita! All 
proceeds go directly to scholarships

Easter Egg Scramble April 12th 4pm-4:15 pm
Fruita Community 
Center

The Fruita Community Center backyard will be full of 
plastic eggs for kids 6 and under.



 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 






