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Weekly Info Update 
To:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From:  MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date:  JULY 1, 2016 

Re:  WEEKLY INFO UPDATE  

 
City offices will be closed Monday, July 4, in observance of Independence 
Day.  
 
#GrandDayCO Video Launch 
If you haven’t seen it already, please watch the Grand Day Video we helped fund at 
www.GrandDayCO.com and share with friends. It launched today. 
 
Tuesday’s City Council Meeting 
Tuesday night, Margaret will be acting City Manager in my absence. On the 
agenda are two proclamations, second readings for the Bresnan 
Communications franchise agreement and Chapter 2.28 of the Fruita 
Municipal Code concerning Municipal Court, a request to approve a minor 
subdivision in the industrial park, two annexations for subdivisions, among 
other consent agenda items. There will be a public hearing regarding an 
application to rezone the Sacred Heart Church properties to a PUD also.  
 
TID BITS: 

•  Fruita Rotary Rocks! Check out the TV spot on the partnership we have with 
them to serve lunch to kids below.  

• Who else rocks? Jen and Anne—check out the Sentinel article on their focus 
and efforts to build a community of businesses in Fruita below too.  

• During the month of May, Fruita residents recycled 48 tons of aluminum, 
cardboard, paper, scrap metal and plastics (full report below). 

• Also below is an update from the business Incubator.  
• This weekend will be busy with the Southside Market Place’s Family Fun Fair 

and Fireworks on Sunday (see flier below). Exciting to see the work of the Southside 
Marketplace! 

http://www.granddayco.com/


 
 

• Snooks Bottom is crowded each weekend and our officers are making a point to monitor to keep 
it safe.  

•  We are again partnering with the Lower Valley Fire Department to do fire mitigation clean-up 
along Little Salt Wash. In Sept. we will clean up from Dan Williams Park east and LVFD is 
applying for additional funds to do more. 

• Thanks for coming out and serving ice-cream at last night’s concert. 
• The Community Center is staying busy and trending as the busiest year ever (99,583 paid visitors 

Jan – June).  June was the busiest month ever (21,929 paid visitors)! See full report below. 
• It is interesting to see June compared to the busiest month each year too (paid visits, revenue):  

o 2011 – 7733, $33.980 
o 2012 – 9431, $41,875 
o 2013 – 8838, $39,277 
o 2014 – 9101. $39,840 
o 2015 – 9290, $41,042 
o 2016 – 9837. $42,705 

• Public Works has been busy this week working with the County to fog coat—sealing the chips 
that were laid on sections of Aspen Ave, Wildcat Ave, 19 Rd.  and South Maple, and also the FCC 
parking lots at Little Salt Wash Park and the FCC. This was after laying the chips and allowing 
them to be driven on first.  

• Next week they will be doing the entire process on Kingsview Rd. out to the Devil’s Canyon 
trailhead. The County has coordinated with BLM and provided public notice that the road will be 
worked on all week beginning on the 5th with a one lane temporary access lane, but Devil’s 
Canyon Trailhead will be closed.  

• We will also begin striping these chip-sealed sections and other roads next week.  
• We should receive our pro/con statement from DOLA next week to begin preparing for our 

presentation to the DOLA board on our pending grant for the Kokopelli Riverfront Trail 
extension in a few weeks. 

• We are also preparing for hosting members of the GOCO Board and state agencies in Fruita July 
20 for the dedication of the Little Salt Wash Trail. We will also provide presentations and tours 
from 1-4 pm at the FCC that you are welcome to attend as well, prior to the dedication that will 
take place at the Riverfront Concert that night (invite below). 

• SGM progresses with the design of the Kokopelli section of the Riverfront Trail working with 
BLM and CDOT for required reviews.  

• We are also requesting letters of support within the limits from partner agencies in preparation 
for our grant due date of Aug. 1. 

• Final fencing along the Little Salt Wash Trail will be going in near the lagoon property and True 
Value.  

• Staff continues to monitor reservoir 2 and proposals for the required assessment are due July 6. 



 
 

• Mesa County is requesting bids due July 20 to design a bridge on Maple. 
• Engineering is beginning to work on the design of the alleyway north of Aspen. 
• BLM is beginning their NEPA work for 6.5 miles of additional trail on Mack Ridge so that builds 

could possibly begin in the fall. 
• Mesa Grand property owners are engaging Vitality Films to do a promotional video for their 

property in the business park.  
• The summer City Link is off to the printer. 

FRUITA IN THE NEWS (or related news to the area):  
• Fruita Summer Food Program TV spot: http://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-

news/fruita-summer-food-program 
• Free, healthy lunches for kids comes to Fruita: 

http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/Free-healthy-lunches-for-kids-comes-to-Fruita-
384341731.html 

• Plump produce and more at Fruita Farmer’s Market TV spot: 
http://www.kjct8.com/content/news/384405521.html 

• Building Community: http://www.gjsentinel.com/news/articles/building-community-in-fruita. 
They were also covered in Sunday’s Green Shoots highlight.  

• 4th of July activities in western Colorado TV spot: http://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Looking-
for-something-fun-to-do-on-the-4th-Check-out-our-list-of-activities-going-on-in-towns-and-
cities-across-the-Western-Slope-at-wwwkjct8-384720101.html 

• No fire restrictions for Fourth of July, but officials urge caution with fireworks: 
http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/385067351.html 

• Fruita man, 20 arrested: http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/MCSO-Fruita-man-20-
arrested-for-child-sex-crimes-385054261.html AND 
http://www.gjsentinel.com/news/articles/fruita-man-20-accused-of-sexual-assault-of-teen 

• Outdoor Recreation Economic Impact To be Tracked TV spot: 
http://www.westernslopenow.com/news/outdoor-recreation-economic-impact-to-be-tracked 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS (When an RSVP is required I will include the information. I also ask that you 
let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if multiple council members plan 
to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you.): 

• All summer events listed below. 
• Sunday, July 3 is the Southside Marketplace Family Fun Fair from 5-9 pm and City Fireworks at 

dusk. 
• Monday, July 4, City offices are closed in observance of Independence Day. 
• July 20 is the Little Salt Wash Trail ride and dedication at the Riverfront Concert. Full invite 

below. 

http://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/fruita-summer-food-program
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• July 24 is the Colorado Canyons Association Canyons Cool Down 2016 Ruffin’ It at the Hot 
Tomato from 4-9pm (flier below). 

• The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website at: http://www.fruita.org/calendar. 
• The 2015 Events Information is also available online at: 

http://www.fruita.org/parksrec/page/special-events 
 
CC:  Department Directors 

http://www.fruita.org/calendar
http://www.fruita.org/parksrec/page/special-events
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