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Weekly Info Update 
To:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From:  MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date:  JUNE 24, 2016 

Re:  WEEKLY INFO UPDATE  

 
Tuesday’s City Council Workshop 
Tuesday night, we will meet with the Department Directors to focus on the 
goal-setting process at 6:30 pm. 
 
TID BITS: 

• Engineering will begin designing improvements to the alley north of Aspen in 
downtown as the Little Salt Wash Trail project wraps up.  

• Fruita Reservoir 2 is being surveyed monthly and monitored twice a week, 
still showing signs of minor movement.  

• Mesa County is currently designing a new bridge for Maple. 
• BLM is reviewing the Kokopelli Trail design. 
• Fencing on the Little Salt Wash Trail is wrapping up and graffiti is being 

removed today in the underpasses. 
• The siding work at the FCC is postponed until after July 4. 
• The ADA door at the FCC in between the indoor pool and outdoor pool is 

installed. 
• We continue to have irrigation problems around the City due primarily to 

moss plugging up the canals. Staff is cleaning the head gates often and working with 
the GVIC. 

• Country Jam generously donated about 12 trees and 30 bushes to the City 
that will be well used. 

• Bike to Work Day and the Hospital’s breakfast at the FCC occurred on 
Wednesday. 

• Tonight is the first Food Truck Friday of the season on fourth Fridays. 
• Tomorrow begins the season of Farmers’ Markets each Saturday. 
• Next Thursday’s concert in the park is when City Council will serve the public 



 
 

ice-cream. 
• Mark Fitzgerald is moving to the Front Range and we wish him well. We are recruiting his 

position as Recreation Supervisor for Athletics and Programs. 
• Crews are back up and running with the County to chip seal and begin fog sealing next week. 

Kingsview Rd. has been delayed until after July 4th due to the delay with the truck being down 
last week. This also delays finishing the road project at Oak and Meadow until after the 4th. 

• Mayor Buck and I had a productive lunch meeting with the School Board Superintendent and 
Chair to discuss how we can work more closely. 

• Mayor Buck, Ture and I met and toured DT Swiss in GJ to learn more about their operations and 
insight in recruiting similar companies to Fruita. 

• GJEP has announced that the #GrandDayCO video finished edit will be live on 
www.GrandDayCO.com on July 1st.  The video will be used at tradeshows and shared with the 
media.  GJEP says they will to their best to make it go viral! 

• GJEP also invites everyone to take over #GrandDayCO on Twitter and Instagram.  Share photos 
and comments about living and working in the Grand Valley.  You can also visit 
http://granddayco.gjep.org/ for updates and social shares. 

• Councilman Ken Kreie and I have been attending the Colorado Municipal League conference 
since Wednesday and look forward to updating Council on what we learned.  

FRUITA IN THE NEWS (or related news to the area):  
•  Who baked Blake Shelton’s 40th birthday cake TV spot: 

http://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Local-baker-delivers-guitar-birthday-cake-to-Blake-
Shelton-383713251.html  

• Blake Shelton loves surprise birthday cake from Fruita woman: http://kekbfm.com/blake-
shelton-loves-surprise-birthday-cake-from-fruita-woman/ 

• Fruita man critical after oil well fire: http://www.gjsentinel.com/news/articles/fruita-man-
critical-after-oil-well-fire 

• Cake strikes a country chord: http://www.gjsentinel.com/news/articles/cake-strikes-a-country-
chord 

• New locally owned coffee shop to open in Fruita TV spot: 
http://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/new-locally-owned-coffee-shop-to-open-
in-fruita 

• Beginning with coffee shop, owners of hot tomato: 
http://www.gjsentinel.com/news/articles/beginning-with-coffee-shop-owners-of-hot-tomato 

• City strikes sour note with Centennial Band: http://www.gjsentinel.com/opinion/articles/city-
strikes-sour-note-with-centennial-band  

• Bike to Work Day: http://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/today-is-bike-to-work-
day 
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• Tree pins Fruita man: http://www.gjsentinel.com/news/articles/neighbors-to-the-rescue-after-
tree-pins-fruita-man   

• New Fruita Trail Paves the Way:  http://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/new-
fruita-trail-paves-the-way  

 
UPCOMING EVENTS (When an RSVP is required I will include the information. I also ask that you 
let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if multiple council members plan 
to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you.): 

• All summer events listed below. 
• Today, June 24 is the first Food Truck Friday this summer in Civic Center Park from 5:30 – 8:30 

pm. 
• June 25 is the first Farmers’ Market of the summer from 8:30 – 12:30 in Civic Center Park. 
• June 25 is the Refurbished state-line maker dedication (more info below). 
• June 30 at 6:30 pm is the City Council Ice-Cream Social prior to the Thursday Night Concert in 

Civic Center Park (where City Council serves ice-cream to the public). 
• The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website at: http://www.fruita.org/calendar. 
• The 2015 Events Information is also available online at: 

http://www.fruita.org/parksrec/page/special-events 
 
CC:  Department Directors 
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