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Weekly Info Update 
To:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From:  MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date:  May 27, 2016 

Re:  WEEKLY INFO UPDATE  

 
City Offices Closed Monday, May 30 in observance of Memorial Day.  
 
Tuesday’s City Council Special Meeting 
Tuesday night we have our 5:30 pm special meeting to kick-off our goal-setting 
process. Food will be provided.  
 
TID BITS: 

• Staff continues to survey Reservoir 2. 
• US Fish and Wildlife stocked the Fruita reservoirs this week with fish.  
• Negotiating contracts with Ciavonne Roberts & Associates and Rolland 

Consulting Engineers for phase 2 design of downtown and the gateway enhancement 
design.  

• J.2 Rd is complete. 
• Staff conducted walk through with SGM on the Kokopelli section of the 

Riverfront Trail design this week and the environmental work is complete and they 
will begin surveying next. 

• Staff also conducted a walk through on the construction of the Lower Little 
Salt Wash Trail this week and the only remaining items are minor finishes and then 
the vegetation/fencing.  

• We met with an appraiser at the business park lake that the owners hired to 
appraise so they can gift it to the City. Photos below. 

• PD and P&R are working with the County for June Bike Month so officers can 
randomly give youth in the community FCC day passes and Enstroms ice-cream 
certificates who are riding bikes safely wearing a helmet.  

• PD is also working with the Fruita Thrift Store on how to reduce the amount 
of waste people drop off.  



 
 

• The Parks crew has been working hard to correct irrigation issues at LSW park this week. 
• Siding is scheduled to be replaced at the FCC in the latter part of June.  
• The FCC is busy! 
• We heard from some residents recently that the N-S alleyway north of McCune Ave between 

Peach and Mulberry had some potholes and the Street crew took care of quickly.  
• Crews have been repairing the road at Oak and Meadow and ran into more issues than planned 

so the work has taken a bit longer to fully address. 
• Crews will be touching up the downtown area prior to Mike the Headless Chicken Festival next 

weekend. 
• Chip sealing will begin June 6. We are partnering with the County on their time schedule. They 

will begin with local streets, then work on Kingsview Rd. The parking lots at the FCC and Little 
Salt Wash Park will also be chip sealed this year.  

• Judge Robinson, Odette and Margaret conducted interviews for Court Clerk this week and are 
narrowing down the finalists.  

• PD is going to cover the vacant bailiff spot over the summer.  
• We continue to work with Mesa Grand on virtual buildings, business recruitment and potential 

build-to-suit opportunities. 
• The Business Incubator is also conducting a feasibility study of a business accelerator in Fruita. 

Invites and Press Releases for City Council’s Attention 

• Colorado Canyons Association’s 3rd Annual Crazy About Canyons Wine Dinner @ Carlson’s invite 
below—event is on June 11 from 5:30-8pm. 

•  Please the invitation from Commissioner Scott McInnis on the refurbished state-line marker 
dedication for June 25 below. 

• Also below is a notice from Mesa County Elections regarding unaffiliated Voters deadline to 
switch affiliation to participate in Primary Elections.  

FRUITA IN THE NEWS (or related news to the area):  
• Blog spot on Fruita visit from Live Outside and Play (Blue Ridge Outdoors/Elevation Outdoors) 

who have been in Fruita this week. http://blueridgeoutdoors.com/loap/westward/ 
• CO, AZ and UT Among Three Must-Ride Mountain Bike Destinations This Spring (Fruita, not 

Moab): http://www.broadwayworld.com/bwwfitness/article/CO-AZ-and-UT-Among-Three-
Must-Ride-Mountain-Bike-Destinations-This-Spring-20160419 

• Piling trash creates piling bills for local Thrift Shop TV spot: 
http://www.westernslopenow.com/news/piling-trash-creates-piling-bills-for-local-thrift-shop 

• Players love getting in a Pickle(ball): http://www.gjsentinel.com/sports/articles/players-love-
getting-in-a-pickleball 
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• Fruita coach named coach of the year TV spot: http://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-
news/fruita-coach-named-coach-of-the-year 

• Third Kannah Creek location to open Wednesday in Fruita TV spot: 
http://www.kjct8.com/content/news/380690931.html 

• Fruita dentist makes list of top professionals: http://thebusinesstimes.com/fruita-dentist-
makes-list-of-top-professionals/ 

• Group: Stop here and skip Utah: http://www.gjsentinel.com/news/articles/group-stop-here-
and-skip-utah 

• Kannah Creek opens today TV spot: http://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-
news/kannah-creek-west-opens-today 

• Fruita to host a summer full of free outdoor concerts: http://kool1079.com/fruita-to-host-a-
summer-full-of-free-outdoor-concerts/ 

• Authorities warn of hazards in the Colorado River near Fruita: http://kekbfm.com/hazards-
colorado-river/ 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS (When an RSVP is required I will include the information. I also ask that you 
let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if multiple council members plan 
to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you.): 

• All summer events listed below. 
• May 31 is a Special Council Meeting at 5:30 pm at the Civic Center dedicated to goal-setting. 
• June 1 is the 2016 Economic Summit and GJEP Annual Awards Meeting at CMU.  : 

http://gjep.org/wp-content/uploads/Economic-Summit-Agenda-4.20.2016-1.pdf 
• June 3-5 is Mike the Headless Chicken Festival in downtown! Full schedule found: 

http://www.miketheheadlesschicken.org/mike/page/2016-schedule 
• June 9 is our first summer concert at 7:30 pm but prior to that is a Broadband Community 

Outreach Meeting at the Civic Center from 6-7 pm (More info below).  
• June 10 is the Council Staff Leadership Retreat beginning at Rim Rock Adventures at 7:45 am 

and returning by 4:30 pm. 
• June 11 is Dinosaur Day at Dinosaur Journey from 9am – 5pm. 
• June 15 at 7pm is the first Riverfront concert with March Fourth Marching Band at the state 

park. 
• The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website at: http://www.fruita.org/calendar. 
• The 2015 Events Information is also available online at: 

http://www.fruita.org/parksrec/page/special-events 
 
CC:  Department Directors 
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