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Weekly Info Update

To: MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL
From: MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER
Date: APRIL 2, 2015

Re: WEEKLY INFO UPDATE

Tuesday’s City Council Meeting

Tuesday’s council meeting consists of a number of proclamations and liquor license
renewals. In addition we have second readings on our noise and disturbing the
peace ordinances. We also have first reading on the ordinance revisions that deal
with RV Parks. Dahna will update Council on the progress since your February
workshop discussion, as we relayed your intent to the RV Park and it has gone to
Planning Commission since. We were also able to draft all paperwork related to the
Brandon Estates subdivision, as discussed in your March workshop and receive the
paperwork back from the developer and owners ready for your approval at this
meeting. Please pay close attention to the council agenda memo on this as it has
multiple requests for approval.

Tuesday’s North Star Economic Development Focus Group Meeting
Tuesday from 11:30 am — 1:00 pm at the Civic Center (third floor) will be the
rescheduled focus group on economic development in the valley, particularly
focused on Fruita’s perspective. | hope some of you will be able to attend as this is
an important opportunity to provide our thoughts to the consultants working on
this valley-wide study funded by Grand Junction and Mesa County. The consultants
have previously toured Fruita, met with some businesses and toured the Greenway
Business Park. Notice will be posted so as many of you as can attend are able to.
We have also invited the Planning Commission members to attend. Grand Junction
is providing lunch.

SB15-255 Passed in the Senate Today

Attached below is the letter of opposition we sent Monday regarding SB15-255
which transferred $20 million of severance tax money (off the top) to the General
Fund. Unfortunately it passed third reading and final passage this morning in the
senate. We appreciate the efforts of CML and AGNC who will continue to fight this
through the House next week. Since we receive both energy impact direct
distributions and have been and anticipate being recipients of Energy Impact
Assistance Fund grants (like the grant we were awarded last week for downtown
improvements), this is not something we want to see pass. AGNC has stated
“Because of the role that a spike in severance tax revenues played in exceeding the
TABOR cap, there is significant discussion at the Capitol about restructuring
severance tax including some form of "deBrucing." Those options, of course,
contain both pros and cons. We will keep you abreast of discussions as they
progress.” CML is also closely monitoring and opposing.
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Valley Wide Drainage Studies

As you are aware, much attention is being focused on a long term plan for drainage in the valley. Public
Works Director Ken Haley has been attending a weekly staff committee, made up of representatives
from the 5-2-1 Drainage Authority. This committee is a response to Commissioner Mclnnis’ request that
the committee be formed to study the ideal drainage organization, develop a comprehensive plan and
report rough recommendations at the 5-2-1 Board meeting on May 20", Also, the Grand Valley Drainage
District (GVDD), which has staff in the aforementioned committee, has formed an Ad Hoc committee to
identify a financial model if the GVDD were to assume all drainage responsibility in their current
boundaries. | received a presentation from the GVDD this week. It seems the two efforts will merge
after the staff committee’s recommendations to the 5-2-1 Drainage Authority.

TID BITS:

e We submitted our official administrative grant application for the gateway enhancement plan to
DOLA on Wednesday.

e We are participating with local municipalities, the county and Garfield county on a grant request
Garfield County is going to make to DOLA for Garfield-Mesa County region broadband study.

e Two flyers are attached below for our Fruita Bike Park Grand Opening and Reconditioning day
April 17" and 18", and for our Arbor Day Celebration on April 22, 2015 at 4pm in Circle Park.

e We informed the Mesa County Federal Mineral Lease District Board that we received the DOLA
downtown improvement grant—hooray! Hopefully this helps in their decision on April g
whether to fund our grant request to complete this project.

e We had a huge crowd on the FCC backyard lawn for the Easter Egg Scramble yesterday---8,000
eggs gone in less than 8 minutes!

e The Summer Activity Guide is out and for the first time was mailed to 7,750 homes in the area.

e The FCCis closed Sunday for Easter—Happy Easter!

e City Offices are closed tomorrow, Friday, April 3" for Good Friday.

e The City is partnering with the Rumble at 18 Road event on April 18-19 by donating day passes
to registrants.

e Pinkbike.com will be in Fruita next week filming trails and community!

e Code Enforcement has been busy working with community members to clean-up properties this
week. Staff is reviewing 20 proposals from web designers and narrowing the field next week to
invite finalists to present to our committee.

e Please see the attached invite to a celebration of trails and community at the Lunch Loop
Parking lot on April 11" from 3:30 - 7:30 pm.

o | will be participating in the interviewing for a new director of GJEP next Friday.

FRUITA IN THE NEWS:
e Check out Fruita on America’s 20 coolest towns for outdoor adventure:
http://matadornetwork.com/trips/americas-20-coolest-towns-outdoor-adventure/
e TV Spot of the Fruita chamber Business Expo: http://newsr.in/video/20150402/2715222/Fruita-
Chamber-Expo.htm

e Congrats to The Hot Tomato: http://www.gjsentinel.com/news/articles/the-hot-tomato-

8232celebrates-a-decade-with-custom




Editorial in GJ Sentinel about Fruita PD’s approach to body worn cameras:
http://www.gjsentinel.com/opinion/articles/fruita-takes-the-right-approach-to-copcams
Fruita Tourism by Free Press: http://www.gjfreepress.com/news/fruita/15661619-113/fruitas-
tourist-season-gets-early-boost-from-warm-weather

Fruita man arrested: http://www.gjsentinel.com/news/articles/fruita-man-arrested-on-
suspicion-of-six-felonies-i

Fruita Monument and Fruita 8-9 Orchestra head to Disneyland:
http://www.nbcllnews.com/home/headlines/Fruita-Monument-and-Fruita-8-9-orchestra-
head-to-Disneyland-for-a-special-performance-297749011.html

Fruita Monument High Job Fair: http://www.nbcllnews.com/home/headlines/Fruita-
Monument-High-School-hosts-summer-job-fait--297734561.html

Spiess Arrest:

http://www.nbcllnews.com/home/headlines/Neighbors-of-Danya-and-Steven-Spiess-weigh-in-
on-first-degree-murder-charges-298413091.html

http://www.denverpost.com/news/ci 27827412 /fruita-man-arrested-wifes-january-shooting-
death?source=rss
http://www.westernslopenow.com/story/d/story/murder-suicide-fruita-prosecution-
jail/22422/hwB5NtzQ-U-bNGPuDWpa4g
http://www.nbcllnews.com/news/headlines/Steven-Spiess-officially-charged-with-first-
degree-murder-of-wife-Danya-298208871.html’

UPCOMING EVENTS:

April 7" is the rescheduled North Star Economic Development Focus Group from 11:00 am —
1:30 pm at the Civic Center.

April 8" is the date for the rescheduled Grand Valley Transit West Transfer and Park-n-Ride
Facility Grand Opening from 11 am — 12 pm at 612 24 % Road in GJ. Parking is available off F 1/8
Road in the new Park-n-Ride Facility.

We received an invite for the Relay for Life of Fruita Social and Chili Cook Off April 18 from 6:30
— 8:00 pm at the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints at 343 E Ottley Ave.

Fruita Fat Tire Festival—downtown April 23-26!!!!

The March 2015 City of Fruita Meeting Calendar is available on the website at:
http://www.fruita.org/documents/admin/mtgcal.pdf.

The 2015 Events Calendar is also available online at:
http://www.fruita.org/documents/rec/EVENT CALENDAR.pdf

CC: Department Directors
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Came«celebrate Tralls_and Community!

Aprll 1 1th 3 30—7 30' Lunch Loop;Parkmg lot

-$25 (2 Kannah beers and a plate of BBQf $10 for kids
All proceeds beneflt MLT and CO?MOBA'
Volunteer Trall Buﬂders & Restoratlon Folks egi; and drink for free
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- We need volunteers' Come help trail bmlg 0"" 'do" resjoratlon (Qam to 3pm)—n0 experlence required!

_ For more info: www. mesalan itrust.org/
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