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Weekly Info Update

To: MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL
From: MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER
Date: JANUARY 16, 2015

Re: WEEKLY INFO UPDATE

This Tuesday’s City Council Meeting

The meeting will begin with a special presentation by Grand Junction City
Councilman Duncan McArthur regarding valley-wide drainage. We will also present
the Reed Park concept plan and highlights of 2014 accomplishments before going
into executive session. A couple different items on consent include establishing a
committed fund balance for unspent arts and culture funds and an ordinance to
change the way fees are established for excavation permits and updating the Code
to match the recently revised permit process (no fee change but improves
efficiency in the process).

TID BITS:

e We had a good showing and discussion at the Business Toolbox Tuesday
morning. We discussed continued and increased partnerships between businesses
and the City to promote all things to do in the Fruita area.

e The Planning Commission approved all three items at their January 13"
meeting, which included a vacation rental by owner, the annual plan of annexation
and designating the Masser House for local historic register.

e Thursday night we hosted nearly 80 people for the Business After Hours
Chamber event at the Community Center which by all accounts was a success.

e Mayor Buck and | met with managers and mayors of Grand Junction, De
Beque, Collbran and Palisade this week discussing efforts each city is focused on.
One topic of interest in our area (also in the national spotlight currently) is
broadband service.

e Speaking of Internet service, like Mesa County, we have also been the
recipient of calls from disgruntled Charter customers this week and will participate
in sharing those examples in a meeting with Charter next week.

e We are currently recruiting for a full time police officer, part time animal
control officer, City Engineer and Public Works admin assistant.

e With the warm weather we have enjoyed lately, we are putting up signs
warning people of thin ice at Snooks Bottom.

e 50+ kids participated in the Nuggets Skills Challenge at the Community
Center earlier this week.

e The Community Center staff had their annual party to recognize all the
wonderful part-time staff we have which included the second annual dodge ball
tournament and the admin staff actually won the bragging rights for this year. | was
proud to be on that team; however my dodging skills didn’t warrant much bragging
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from the wall in the final game (but | think Ture may have been an extra from the movie Dodge
Ball a few years back).

The open house for Reed Park had about 15 people in attendance to provide feedback on the
preferred concept plan presented by staff. Ture will cover the feedback and the plans at
Tuesday’s meeting.

The AGNC legislative conference call today covered the bills introduced and planned for
discussion this week. There were not many controversial bills introduced (pertaining to cities)
but we identified those to support, monitor or drop. Please let me know if there are bills you
would like AGNC to support or fight.

The first meeting of the new Sports Commission was held this week. They are going strong at
identifying a wide variety of sporting events to recruit to the valley. The new website is found at:
www.grandjunctionsports.org.

The School District is working on relocating the parking of their school buses from our Public
Work’s Shop site this summer.

Had the opportunity to meet many business owners this week and also with the Middle School
Principal, Hospital staff, new County Administrator, Chamber Director, and the members of our
Senior Task Force, Arts and Culture Board and Downtown Advisory Board.

Below you will find a copy of CML’s 2015 State of our Cities & Towns report.

You will also find a copy of the quarterly report on City Council’s Professional Development
Expenditures as of Dec. 31, 2014.

UPCOMING EVENTS:

Thursday, Jan. 22" is the Municipalities Dinner at the Grand Junction Public Safety Building at 6 pm.
Thursday, Jan. 29" is the Grand Junction Visitor & Convention Bureau Travel & Tourism Annual
Meeting at the Two Rivers Convention Center at 8:15 am. Please let Deb know if you are interested
in attending. | will be there.

The January 2015 City of Fruita Meeting Calendar is available on the website at:
http://www.fruita.org/documents/admin/mtgcal.pdf.

The 2015 Events Calendar is also available online at:
http://www.fruita.org/documents/rec/EVENT CALENDAR.pdf

CC: Department Directors












