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FRUITA CITY COUNCIL 

JUNE 1, 2021 

7:00 P.M. 

 
Public Link to Meeting   

 When: June 1, 2021 7:00 PM Mountain Time (US and Canada) 

Topic: City Council Meeting – 06/01/21  

 

The link to join the join the meeting electronically will be posted on 06/01/21 prior to the meeting 

at  https://www.fruita.org/citycouncil/page/city-council-meeting-463 under City Council meetings.  

You may also contact the City of Fruita at (970) 858-3663 for information to connect to the meeting. 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 

 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

3. AGENDA - ADOPT/AMEND 

 

4. PROCLAMATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS   

 

 A. PRESENTATION – The Wellspring Project presentation by Fruita Arts and Culture 

Board members Pavia Justinian and Nancy Patterson  

 

 B. PRESENTATION – 2021 Community Survey presentation by Ryan Murray of the 

ETC Institute 

 

5. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
This section is set aside for the City Council to LISTEN to comments by the public regarding items 

that do not otherwise appear on this agenda. Generally, the City Council will not discuss the issue 

and will not take an official action under this section of the agenda.  Please limit comments to a 

three-minute period. 

 

6. CONSENT AGENDA 
These are items where all conditions or requirements have been agreed to or met prior to the time 

they come before the Council for final action. These items will be approved by a single motion of 

the Council. Members of the Council may ask that an item be removed from the consent section and 

fully discussed.  All items not removed from the consent section will then be approved.  A member 

of the Council may vote no on specific items without asking that they be removed from the consent 

section for full discussion. Any item that is removed from the consent agenda will be placed at the 

end of the regular agenda. 

 

 A. MINUTES - A request to approve the minutes of the May 18, 2021 Regular City 

Council Meeting  

 

https://www.fruita.org/citycouncil/page/city-council-meeting-463
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 B. MINI GRANT AWARD – A request to approve a recommendation from the Fruita 
Tourism Advisory Council for one Mini-Grant award for the Kids Adventure Games 
event 
 

 C. ORDINANCE 2021-14 – First Reading – An introduction of an Ordinance annexing 
approximately 15.17 acres of property located at 1123 19 Road into the City of Fruita 
for publication of public hearing on July 6, 2021 (Patron Annexation)  
 

 D. ORDINANCE 2021-15 – First Reading – An introduction of an Ordinance amending 
the Official Zoning Map of the City of Fruita by zoning approximately 15.17 acres of 
property located at 1123 19 Road to a Community Residential Zone for publication of 
public hearing on July 6, 2021 (Patron Zoning)  
 

7. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
Public hearings are held to obtain input from the public on various items.  Public hearings are either Legislative in nature or Quasi-Judicial 
in nature.  Public Input is limited to 3 minutes per person.  People speaking should step up to the microphone and state their name and 
address.  Speakers should be to the point and try not to repeat the points others have made. Each is described as follows: 
 

 LEGISLATIVE – Legislative public hearings are held when the City Council is considering an item that establishes 
legislation such as an ordinance amending or establishing laws of the city. Interactions by members of the public with the 
City Council or individual members is permissible on items of a legislative nature. 

 
 ORDINANCES - After introduction of an Ordinance (First Reading), a public hearing date is set and notice of the hearing 

is published in the newspaper.  Staff presents the ordinance on Second Reading and the hearing is opened to the public for 
public input.  After comments from the public, the Mayor will close the hearing and bring the Ordinance back to the City 
Council for discussion and potential action.  The Council will make a motion to approve the Ordinance or take no action.  In 
the event the ordinance is approved, it will become effective 30 days after adoption. 

 
 QUASI-JUDICIAL – Quasi-judicial public hearings are held when the City Council is acting in a judicial or judge like 

manner and a person with a legitimate interest is entitled to an impartial decision made on the basis of information presented 
and laws in effect. Quasi-judicial hearings are commonly held for land use hearings and liquor license hearings. Since the 
City Council is acting in a fair and impartial manner, it is NOT permissible for City Council members to have any ex-parte 
communication (contact between the applicant, members of the public, or among other members of the City Council) outside 
of the Public Hearings and meetings on the subject application.  The City Council must limit its consideration to matters 
which are placed into evidence and are part of the public record.  Quasi-judicial hearings are held in the following manner: 

 

1) Staff presentation Staff will present the comments and reports received from review agencies and offer a 
recommendation. 

2) Applicant Presentation (15 minutes max) The petitioner is asked to present the proposal.  Presentations should be brief 
and to the point and cover all the main points of the project.   

3) Public Input (limit of 3 minutes per person) Speakers must step up to the microphone and state their name and address.  
Speakers should be to the point and try not to repeat the points others have made. 

4) The public hearing is closed to public comments.   
5) Questions from the Council.  After a Council member is recognized by the Mayor, they may ask questions of the staff, 

the applicant, or the public.   
6) Make a motion.  A member of the City Council will make a motion on the issue. 
7) Discussion on the motion.  The City Council may discuss the motion. 
8) Vote.  The City Council will then vote on the motion. 

  
 A. QUASI-JUDICIAL HEARINGS 

 
  1) RESOLUTION 2021-15 - Finding approximately 15.17 acres of property 

located at 1123 19 Road eligible to be annexed into the City of Fruita and 
initiating annexation procedures (Patron Annexation) – City Planner Henry 
Hemphill 
 

  2) PRELIMINARY PLAN – A request to approve the Rose Creek Subdivision 
Preliminary Plan – City Planner Henry Hemphill 
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  3) NEW LIQUOR LICENSE APPLICATION – A request to approve an 

application for a Fermented Malt Beverage (FMB) off-premises liquor license 

for the Fruita Consumers Cooperative Association (Fruita Co-Op) located at 

1650 Highway 6 & 50 – Deputy City Clerk Deb Woods 

 

  4) SPECIAL EVENT LIQUOR PERMIT APPLICATION – A request to approve 

a Special Event Liquor Permit Application for the Fruita Rotary Club to serve 

beer at the Partners of Mesa County Cornhole Tournament fundraiser in Civic 

Center Memorial Park located at 325 E. Aspen Avenue on Saturday, June 12, 

2021 from 2:30 to 8:30 pm - Deputy City Clerk Deb Woods 

 

8. ADMINISTRATIVE AGENDA 

 

9. CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 

  

10. COUNCIL REPORTS AND ACTIONS 

 

 A. Discussion and possible action to reschedule the August 24, 2021 City Council 

workshop meeting to August 31, 2021 due to a conflict with the Mesa County 

Commissioners’ Town Hall being held in Fruita on the same date 

 

 B. Council Reports and Actions 

 

11. ADJOURN 

 

  



 

 

 

  

 AGENDA ITEM COVER SHEET 

 
 
 

TO: 

 
 

FRUITA CITY COUNCIL AND MAYOR 
 
FROM: 

 
TURE NYCUM, PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR 

 
DATE: 

 
JUNE 1, 2021 

 
RE: 

 
PRESENTATION - WELLSPRING PROJECT PRESENTATION BY 

FRUITA ARTS AND CULTURE BOARD MEMBERS PAVIA JUSTINIAN 

AND NANCY PATTERSON  

 

BACKGROUND 

 

In early 2020, the Arts and Culture Board applied for and successfully received an Arts in Society 

grant to fund a week-long youth camp that focuses on Water in the West (a social issue 

requirement for the grant) and provides a piece of art for the community which will be a mural in 

the Highway 6/50 underpass along the Little Salt Wash Trail.  Nancy Patterson (Chair) and Pavia 

Justinian from the Arts and Culture Board will present the Wellspring Program.  Presentation will 

include an overview of the program and youth camp as well as a review of the draft mural that 

will be painted.  Please see attached materials which include the grant application, camp itinerary, 

draft mural, this evening’s presentation, and an article from Spoke and Blossom that features the 

Wellspring Project.  Council feedback will be accepted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RedLine Contemporary Art Center Powered by Submittable

Project Title The Wellspring Project
by Marian Heesaker in Arts in Society Proposal
2020
dmhclapp@msn.com

01/04/2020

id. 14824231

Original submission 01/04/2020

Lead Organization or
Collective (if
applicable)

City of Fruita Arts and Culture Board

The lead applicant is
a:

Arts organization

Project Lead's Name Marian Heesaker

Project Lead's Email
Address

dmhclapp@msn.com

Project Lead's Phone
Number

7192250527

Describe the type of
area in which your
project takes place:

Rural

In which region of the
state will your project
take place?

Western Slope

Please select the
Colorado counties in
which your project
will take place.

Mesa

In which Colorado
city(ies) and/or
neighborhood(s) will
your project take
place?

Fruita. (Field trips will take place in Palisade and Grand Junction as
well)

Which topics does
your project seek to
address?

Civic Engagement
Environment
Education
Youth Development

If OTHER, please
specify.

n/a



Which art forms will
your project employ?

Visual Arts
Film/Media
Multi-disciplinary
Design/Architecture
Literary Arts
Other

If OTHER, please
specify.

Participants will begin the intensive with sketch books and journaling.
They will create art that will include painting, writing, sculpture. The
final design project may include muraling, design of sculpted display
boards, it will be determined through collaboration amongst the
participating artists.

Requested Amount $25,140.00

Total Project Cost $27, 755.00 (Fruita providing classrooms and transportation valued
at $2615.00. Fruita is also providing liability insurance, staff time,
marketing at no cost to the project)

Project Dates (Start
& End)

April 2020 to April 2022

What is the
societal/community
issue that this project
is seeking to address
through the arts?

Water use in the West. The Colorado River runs through the
community of Fruita, our farms and ranches are a way of life. Climate
change, growth, increasing demands for water and competing
interests from multiple stakeholders contribute to its complexity and
require collaboration to address its future.

If the lead applicant
is a non-arts
organization, who are
the lead artists
involved and/or who
is providing the arts
expertise?

not applicable

If the lead applicant
is an artist or arts
organization, what
are the partnering
organizations that will
provide expertise
related to the cross-
sector work?

District 51 Fruita Middle School-art educator Vanessa Nuanes 
Ruth Powell Hutchins Water Center at Colorado Mesa University-
Hannah Holm 
Bureau of Land Management-McInnis Canyons National Conservation
Area-Collin Ewing 
Local Farmer and Water Engineer-Luke Gingerich 
Eureka Science Museum-Jenn Moore 
Ute Water Municipality-Andrea Lopez 
RiversEdge West-Shannon Wades 
Colorado Canyons Association-Dawn Cooper and Meril Wallace 
Bureau of Reclamation-Fruita City Council Member-Amanda Ewing 
Colorado Fish and Wildlife Service-Michael Gross



Please provide a
brief 3-sentence
synopsis of your
project. (who, what,
where, when, and
why)

Fruita Middle School students will attend a 7 day summer 2021
intensive that will address the complexity of water use in the West.
Starting with 2 days on the Colorado River then moving downstream
from where it is first diverted to the farms, ranches, municipalities
and canyons that it flows through, students will gain an appreciation
for the importance of working together to create long lasting
solutions to address this dwindling resource.

Project
Purpose/Intent

Fields of experts are working at solutions to address our dwindling
water supply. However, the sector of our population that will most
likely experience the successes or failures of these initiatives are the
generation that do not currently have a seat at the table. Youth look
at issues through a different lens. Their innocence allows them to be
fearless and bold in their approaches and ideas. They see
possibilities in a way that adults often do not. By including them in
this project we hope to build a foundation of heightened awareness,
foster a synergy between the organizations, and work to create a
wellspring of ideas and conversations that will carry on the important
work that will be needed to care for and preserve one of the very
foundations of life. 
The Wellspring Project will elevate this issue as an important one that
requires all of us to be a part of the solution. Regular project updates
will be communicated through the City of Fruita and the middle
school. The artists involved will collaborate with the students to
conceptualize, design and create permanent displays of artwork that
will become part of the fabric of our community. These works will be
on display at the school, at the annual Art Stroll and at the unveiling
and proclamation when complete. A panel discussion led by the
students will invite the community to participate in the conversation.

Tell us about your
project. Succinctly
describe how this
project will be
implemented.

Once funded, our volunteer board will contact all of our partnering
agencies and artists and work toward implementing The Wellspring
Project the summer of 2021. This includes confirming a date for the
summer intensive and securing art studio and classroom space.
Working with the art educator from Fruita Middle School, they will
work to have us included in Back to School night to present The
Wellspring Project and get students and parents talking about this
initiative. The principal has agreed to provide updates on the project
in his regular emails sent to parents through the school year. 
An update to the Fruita City Council about the project will be
scheduled and regular updates throughout the life of the grant will be
carried out. Our City Manager Mike Bennett has agreed to include
information about the project in his regular Friday email blast as well
as on the City of Fruita website. 
Advertising and registration for the Wellspring Project will be done
through the Parks and Recreation department for the City of Fruita.
Liability insurance for the entire intensive will be sponsored by the
City of Fruita in addition to providing transportation to and from all
field trips during the week-long session. 
The project will kick off with a 2 day, one night raft trip down the
Colorado River through Ruby and Horsethief Canyon. During those
two days on the river, the students will learn about water, riparian
zones, invasive species and conservation efforts from the



hydrologist, biologists and conservationists that will be provided by
the Bureau of Land Management, RiversEdge West and Colorado
Canyons Associations place based educators. Our participating
artists will provide each student with a sketch book and through
journaling and sketching, preliminary concepts, feelings and ideas
will be given the freedom to develop and ultimately manifest
themselves through art during the three days that will be spent in the
studio. 
Following the raft trip, the next two days will consist of field work,
observing and learning first hand the ways that water travels, is
diverted, called for and used throughout our valley. This will include a
visit to the roller dam, a tour of a working farm, the municipal
water/wastewater plant, endangered fish hatchery, the Eureka
Science museum water exhibit and a few hours spent at a local
tributary observing habitat, riparian zones and water quality through
a variety of interactive exercises. 
The final three days will be spent in the studio. Working with our three
artists with involvement by the artists on our Fruita Arts and Culture
board, the students will be given the opportunity to create drawings,
paintings, poetry, stories, sculpture from all they have observed and
learned about water through their experiences with this project.
These produced works will be on exhibit at the school and at the Arts
and Culture board annual Art Stroll. 
The artists that have agreed to lead the final 3 days will work together
along with the students to create a final piece or pieces of artwork
that will culminate this project. Ideas may include a mural that will be
added to by each subsequent camp to be held annually through the
City of Fruita, metal work designed to hold information about water
use in the west, written prose created by students during this
intensive.

Tell us about your
community. Please
note that we define
broadly to include
geography and
relational terms. A
project must work
with a community of
people who share
something in
common (interest,
geography, heritage,
etc.).

Geographically, Fruita is located on the western slope of the Rockies,
nestled in between the Book Cliffs and the Colorado National
Monument, in what’s known as the Grand Valley. Ten miles west of
Grand Junction and seventeen miles from the Colorado-Utah border
on I-70, Fruita is often referred to as the gateway to Colorado.
Historically, the city was founded along the Colorado River as an
agricultural center and remains surrounded by working ranches and
family farms despite receiving only ten inches of rain annually. 
Fruita’s 300+ days of sunshine per year, as well as direct access to
juniper-pinyon canyon country, has led our town to becoming an
outdoor recreational community and visitor destination, and as such,
now ranks as one of the top destinations in the United States for
world class mountain biking, rock climbing, rafting and hiking. 
With a population of over 12,500 people according to the 2010
census, Fruita has worked diligently to maintain its small-town
atmosphere and charm, while navigating the growing pains inherent
to being considered a gem of the New West. Community members
are encouraged to get to know their neighbor and you’ll regularly see
locals gathering outside their favorite coffee shop, on the riverfront
trail taking their dog for a walk, or at one of many recent community
meetings seeking feedback on the comprehensive plan for Fruita.
The vibe in Fruita is one of inclusivity, fun, respect and authenticity. 



Our community will be involved in the Wellspring Project by means of
working with the city to find classroom/art studio space.
Professionals working within the water and artistic community will
lend their talents and expertise by interacting with our students.
Parents and students will likely carry on a conversation around the
dinner table about the Wellspring Project, garnering interest and
possible attendance at this summer intensive. The entire community
will be invited to the venues that will showcase the students work
through art. 
This project is relevant to our community because Fruita is a steward
of the Colorado River and the lands it makes its way through. Inviting
all stakeholders who have an interest in how water is allocated and
distributed is an important component to ensuring that the
community has a say in how this issue is approached, discussed and
managed for years to come. Having students as the central audience
in this project intends to start a conversation that will ignite
enthusiasm for a topic that will likely continue to generate concern in
the future due to population growth, climate change and political
discourse. 
Each participating agency that has agreed to work with The
Wellspring Project is currently engaged in initiatives that address
water use in the West. From the Colorado State Compact of 1922 that
outlines water law, to the annual Upper Colorado River Basin Water
Forum sponsored by the Hutchins Water Center at Colorado Mesa
University, to the work being done by RiversEdge West to restore
riparian lands, there are many opportunities for this issue to be
discussed. What sets our project apart is that it is the only initiative
that will bring middle school students to the table to lead the
discussion and will culminate in permanent displays that will serve as
catalysts for being ever mindful of the need for continued work and
generative conversation around this important topic.



Please list the names
of the artists involved
in the project. Why
did you choose them
and what are their
roles in the project?

The artists involved in our project are Pavia Justinian, Jonathan
Cooley, and Kyle Harvey. They each bring a unique background in
the arts to our community and to this project. We consider ourselves
fortunate to have their expertise in bringing this project to fruition. 

Pavia is an award-winning mixed media sculptor and muralist who
has been an artist in residence and worked with young people on
numerous projects. She brings a youthful, exuberant attitude to
everything she does, and we believe she is a great fit for working with
this age group in a number of different mediums. 

Jonathan is an educator and sculptor, experienced working with
groups in the outdoors as well as the classroom. He is a can do sort
of person who is a natural at creating with enthusiasm. Jonathan is
also an experienced river rafter who can assist the guides from
Colorado Canyons during the overnight trip. 

Kyle is an award winning poet and multi talented
filmmaker/photographer/musician. His thoughtful insights and calm
demeanor draw people to him. He is able to engage with kids through
the written word as well as music. We believe that in addition to
filming the week long experience he can help participants harness
ideas and express these ideas through a number of mediums.

Please list the names
of partnering
organizations or
individuals. Why did
you choose them?
What is their role in
the project?

The City of Fruita Arts and Culture board is submitting this grant
proposal on behalf of Fruita. As a volunteer board, it is fundamental
that we have the support of our city in order to sponsor the
Wellspring Project. They have agreed to provide space,
transportation, staff time, liability insurance, marketing and
organizational expertise. 
Fruita Middle School will provide the means to find our participants
and engage faculty and parents in the plan for this summer intensive.
In addition to having an Art Studio, their arts educator and principal
have committed time to plan and carry out this curriculum. 
The Bureau of Land Management oversees the public lands that the
Colorado River runs through. We feel it important to start with the
river when teaching about water use in the west, and a river trip is the
means in which to draw thought, inspiration and conversation about
this resource and to generate ideas to represent it through artistic
means. 
Ute Water Conservancy District represents how municipalities obtain,
use and conserve their water. Bringing an understanding of how
water appears from a faucet when turned on is fundamental to our
understanding of how complicated this subject is. They will provide
education and tours of their facility. 
RiversEdge West focuses on restoring riparian areas along the rivers
edge and works to mitigate invasive species which change the
hydrology of rivers and the overall health of the river corridor. They
will provide the interactive river education curriculum.



Project Evaluation Just as a river begins as a trickle from its headwaters, over time
defining its shape by the landscape through which it passes and with
every tributary which joins it, the success of The Wellspring Project
will be most greatly defined by creating the space for generative
conversation which leads to a permanent display. Though not yet
designed, this permanent display will continue to inspire deep
thought and meaningful conversation, while reminding us to be ever-
mindful in seeking solutions to our community’s concerns regarding
water. The project will welcome dialogue from all stakeholders with an
interest in how water is distributed and used. 
• Fruita middle schools have an interest in adding water use in the
west to their curriculum 
• Colorado Canyons wishes to replicate the Wellspring Project into
future valley wide camps 
• artwork created is to be dynamic and of a means to invite future
camp participants the opportunity to “add to” 
• our local bookstore has expressed an interest in co-sponsoring a
water event on an annual basis 

Once funded, a press release announcing the grant will be created.
Regular updates about the project will find a home on the City of
Fruita website. Digital photography and videography of the rafting
trip, field trips, art studio work, commissioning and final art pieces will
document the process and will be shared via social media, as well as
the City of Fruita’s weekly email update and quarterly City Link
pamphlet mailed to every home in Fruita.

Website Link www.fruitaart.com

Project Budget
Wellspring_2020_Budget.xlsx

Up to 3 artist bios
Bio-Pavia_Justinian.docx
JC_Bio_Wellspring4405.pdf
Kyle_Harvey_Bio_and_Selected_Works_.docx

Up to 10 artwork samples
PJustinian_King_of_the_Trail_Mural.jpg
PJustinian_Sculptural_Bench_of_Iris_the_Dog.jpg
PJustinian_Zafira.jpg
Cooley_sculpture_3_edit.jpg
Cooley_sculpture_1_edit.jpg
Cooley_sculpture_2_edit.jpg
Kyle_Harvey_selected_works.pdf

Bios of up to 3 key individuals involved in the project
Bio-Shannon_Wades-RiversEdge_West.docx



Bio-Tom_Casal_City_of_Fruita.docx
Bio-Vanessa_Nuanes-art_educator_D51.docx

Letters of Support
2019_REW_LOS_Wellspring_Project_Final.docx.pdf
City_of_Fruita_ACB_Wellspring_support_letter_2019.pdf
Signed_CoF_letter_of_Support-Kincaid.pdf
LetterofSupportFMS.pdf
Ute_Water_Letter_of_Support_-_Wellspring_Project.pdf

(Nonprofits only) P&L
and Balance Sheet
for previous fiscal
year

n/a

Current or previous
grantee reports and
support documents

n/a



Wellspring Project 

Itinerary 

 

Saturday, June 12, 2021 

8:45 a.m. Students will be dropped off at Loma boat launch by their family, for 2-day, one night 

raft trip through Ruby-Horsethief Canyon. 

 

Sunday, June 13, 2021 

4:00 p.m. Students will be picked up at the Loma boat launch by their family. 

 (Transportation from take out at Westwater to Loma is provided by Colorado Canyons 

Association and the City of Fruita). 

 

Monday, June 14, 2021 

8:00 a.m. Students depart from  Fruita Community Center 

9:00  a.m. Students arrive at the roller dam at the Cameo exit and tour the facility 

9:45 a.m. Students are transported to Orchard Mesa Canals -Palisade for tour 

11:00 a.m. Students are transported to Avant Vineyards/Farm-Palisade for tour, lunch break 

1:00 p.m.            Students are transported to Ute Water for tour of water plant 

2: 30 p.m. Students depart for Las Colonias-RiversEdgeWest presentation 

3:30 p.m.  Depart for FCC 

4:00 p.m. Students arrive at Fruita Community Center-dismissed 

 

Tuesday, June 15, 2021 

8:00 a.m. Students depart from Fruita Community Center 

8:30 a.m. Arrive at Eureka Science Museum 

9:00 a.m. Depart for Kannah Creek Field Study utilizing Eureka vans 

1:00 p.m. Return to Eureka Science Museum/Lunch 

1:30 p.m Leave for Fish Hatchery 

2:00-3:00 p.m. Tour of Fish Hatchery 



 

 

3:00 p.m.  Depart for Fruita Community Center 

3:30 p.m. Activity 

4:00 p.m. Dismissed 

 

Wednesday, June 16, 2021  

8:00 a.m.  Students arrive at Fruita Community Center-walk to mural site 

8:30-10:00 a.m. Guest artist Kyle Harvey  

10:00-12 p.m. Mural site with artist Pavia Justinian 

12:30-1:45 p.m.  Art with Andrea Stolarcyzk 

2:00-4:00 p.m. Mural site with artist Pavia Justinian 

4:00 p.m. Students dismissed 

 

Thursday, June 17, 2021 

 

8:00 a.m. Students arrive at Fruita Community Center 

8:30-12:00 Guest artist Jonathan Cooley-FCC/Lunch 

 Visit from www.waterbicycle.org 

12:00-4:00 p.m. Mural site with  artist Pavia Justinian 

 Art project with Nancy Patterson 

 

Friday, June 18, 2021 

8:00 a.m.  Students arrive at Fruita Community Center 

8:30-10:30 a.m. Mural site with artist Pavia Justinian 

10:30 a.m Visit by Mesa County Libraries 

11:00-12:30 p.m. Art project with Lyndsay Olish/Lunch 

1:00-3:00 p.m. Mural site with artist Pavia Justinian 

3:30-4:00 Celebration and wrap up. Students dismissed 





The Wellspring Mural
A Story of Water in the West



The mural can be “read” from either direction, but the 
majority of people will likely be starting and ending their 
ride in Fruita, so it will officially begin on the west side at 

the north end as you ride from Fruita to Kokopelli.

It will tell a story even to someone riding fast through the tunnel. 
We will use the space to show how quickly rivers and wild places 

can disappear if we do not actively work to save them. 



The mural begins on the Fruita side of the trail with the Colorado River 
looking pristine at sunset. Everything seems possible as the light peeks 
over the horizon. The river is filled with leaping fish and surrounded by 

tall cottonwood trees. This is the ideal, the river we want to protect.



This mural is a performative piece - as the viewer moves through the tunnel, they actively begin to degrade 
the river and surrounding landscape. Just as in real life, the damage we do may not be apparent at first 
glance. As invasive tamarisk and Russian olive begin to dominate the scene, the landscape becomes more 
dry and the cottonwoods less numerous, turning brown and losing foliage.



At the end of the west panel, the river is in peril. Wildfires rage across the dry land, and what is 
left of the river moves sluggishly. The water is so low that fish cannot pass through the dam, 
and they wash up dead onto dry land which until now has been underwater for thousands of 

years. Invasive tamarisk have made the land dry, salty, and inhospitable to native species. 
Perhaps this scene will give riders something to consider as they enjoy the trails. 



As riders return to Fruita, they will begin to have an opposite effect, actively healing 
the landscape as they move back through the tunnel. The mural will come full circle, 
ending on a hopeful note with the river being restored to its pristine and wild state. 

Together the two panels will create an immersive sense of space in the tunnel.



Moving back through along the east panel, the viewer begins to heal the river. The wildfire 
is put out, leaving only a scar across the land. Water begins to move through the dam 

again, and surviving fish make their way back to the water. 



Moving forward, the viewer continues to heal the river. Russian olive trees are removed and replaced with 
new cottonwood saplings, which spring up with new life around the skeleton of the mother tree. Tamarisk 
beetles consume the tamarisk and the river level again begins to rise.



The mural ends at sunrise - a new beginning. The new cottonwood 
saplings and other native species thrive along the river, which is again 

filled with fish. This mural focuses on the effects we all have on our 
environment, for better and for worse.







 

  

 AGENDA ITEM COVER SHEET 

 
 
 

TO: 

 
 

FRUITA CITY COUNCIL AND MAYOR 
 
FROM: 

 
SHANNON VASSEN, ASSISTANT TO THE CITY MANAGER 

 
DATE: 

 
JUNE 1, 2021 

 
RE: 

 
PRESENTATION – 2021 COMMUNITY SURVEY PRESENTATION BY 

RYAN MURRAY OF ETC INSTITUTE 

 

BACKGROUND 

 

The City of Fruita administers a Community Survey every four years and is in the process of 

wrapping up the 2021 Community Survey.  The survey is designed to give the City Council and 

staff feedback on a wide range of issues including resident satisfaction with core services, 

priority areas moving forward, how to better communicate with the public, and more.  For this 

year, the City Council decided to administer the survey earlier in the year, to better prepare for 

the 2022 budget cycle and to use the results to inform decision making.   

 

After being sent to every household in the Fruita, the 2021 Community Survey was closed for 

public comment earlier this month.  The purpose of this agenda item is for the City Council to 

receive a presentation on the results of the community survey by the consultant hired to 

administer it.  Ryan Murray, the Assistant Director of Community Research for ETC Institute, 

will provide the presentation to the City Council. Once the presentation is concluded, the 

consultant will finalize a report of the results which will be posted on the City’s website and 

shared in future communication efforts.   
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 FRUITA CITY COUNCIL 

VIRTUAL MEETING 

MAY 18, 2021 

7:00 P.M. 

 

1.  CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 

 

Mayor Kincaid called the regular meeting of the Fruita City Council to order at 7:00 p.m. The meeting 

was held both in person and with virtual access provided through Zoom. 

 

Present: 

 

Mayor Joel Kincaid 

Mayor Pro Tem Lori Buck 

City Councilor Kyle Harvey   

City Councilor Heather O’Brien  

City Councilor Matthew Breman   

City Councilor Karen Leonhart 

  

Excused Absent: 

 

City Councilor Ken Kreie 

 

Also present: 

    

City Manager Mike Bennett 

City Clerk/Finance Director Margaret Sell 

Management Analyst Shannon Vassen 

Deputy City Clerk Deb Woods 

City Planner Henry Hemphill 

Public Works Director Kimberly Bullen 

City Engineer Sam Atkins 

Municipal Court Judge Dan Robinson (virtually) 

City Attorney Paul Wisor 

Fruita Rotary Club Event Manager Lou Mudd 

Members of the public  

 

2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

 

Mayor Kincaid led in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

3.  AGENDA – ADOPT/AMEND 

 

Mayor Kincaid asked if there were any additions or changes to the agenda.  Deputy City Clerk Deb 

Woods responded that there were no changes to the agenda.  
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• COUNCILOR BUCK MOVED TO APPROVE THE AGENDA AS PRESENTED.  

COUNCILOR HARVEY SECONDED THE MOTION. THE MOTION PASSED 

WITH FIVE YES VOTES. 

 

4. PROCLAMATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS 

 

A. PROCLAIMING THE WEEK OF MAY 16 – 23, 2021 AS “NATIONAL PUBLIC 

WORKS WEEK” IN THE CITY OF FRUITA TO BE ACCEPTED BY PUBLIC 

WORKS DIRECTOR KIMBERLY BULLEN 

 

The Proclamation was read by Councilor Matthew Breman. Public Works Administrative Technician 

Amanda Downie and Public Works Superintendent John McBride accepted the Proclamation on behalf 

of the Public Works Department.  Mr. McBride explained that Public Works Director Kimberly Bullen 

was not present to accept the Proclamation as originally planned because she wasn’t feeling well. He 

thanked the Council for the Proclamation.  

 

5. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 

Mary Redeker, 209 W. Sunset Drive (member of the in-person audience), said she was opposing the 

promotion of the book Rising Out of Hatred: The Awakening of a Former White Nationalist by Eli 

Saslow.  She feels that the book assumes that because some people are white, they may have white 

supremist thoughts and need retraining. She said this leads to race-shaming of the white population and 

that it is that mentality that is in line with some of those in the BLM movement who are trying to usher 

in neo-Marxism and who are using “divide and conquer” tactics. She implored the community not to 

fall prey to those ideas because she came from St. Louis, MO, where these same ideas have had a huge 

grip on the community for years.  Ms. Redeker stressed that she knows it leads to further racial division. 

 

Mrs. Redeker suggested that instead, Fruita should start by helping the underprivileged gain the 

necessary skills to be successful people, use resources and talent to promote other peoples’ success and 

show them that they do not have to be victims of society, but rather, successful and prosperous 

community members.   

 

Mrs. Redeker concluded by saying that race-shaming and guilt-tripping of an entire group of people is 

racist in and of itself and does nothing to promote unity.    

 

Debra Moreland, 254 N. Mulberry Street (member of the in-person audience), asked that the City of 

Fruita remove itself from the social agenda activities of Fruita for Equality because although she has 

been assured that the group does not promote Critical Race Theory, she knows what has happened in 

other cities where these consciousness-raising activities escalate until demands (such as defunding the 

police) are satisfied. Ms. Moreland said rioting begins if those demands are not met.   

 

Ms. Moreland noted that Fruita for Equality is encouraging the whole community to read the book 

Rising Out of Hatred: The Awakening of a Former White Nationalist, which uses the divisive race-

baiting term “white nationalist” as a synonym for racism even though the term actually means a white 

person who believes in nationalism or patriotism as opposed to selling out their country to globalism. 
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Ms. Moreland went on to say that the left has tried to redefine language by making the term “white 

nationalist” synonymous with racism so that it can be generalized to all patriotic white conservatives, 

who she said do not divide people up according to color; they come together based on conservative 

values, belief in the US Constitution and in supporting law enforcement. 

 

Ms. Moreland pointed out that Councilor Karen Leonhart is directly involved in Fruita for Equality 

and that in addition, she belongs to the Rotary Club, which also appears to be involved with the group. 

She added that most concerning was that Councilor Leonhart is also on the Police Commission (as the 

Council Liaison to the board).  She said according to Police Chief Dave Krouse, Fruita for Equality 

has already given a presentation to the Fruita police, but that both he and Finance Director/City Clerk 

Margaret Sell have assured her that there has not been any pressure to change or defund the police; 

however, in the interest of objectivity and any appearance of bias, she and her supporters were asking 

that Councilor Leonhart be replaced on the Police Commission with a Council member who is not 

involved with social agenda activities.  

 

Ms. Moreland then stated that Councilor Kyle Harvey is Manager of the Lithic Bookstore, which is 

involved in selling books, so he has a conflict of interest also.  She made the argument that both 

Councilors Leonhart and Harvey have a right to free speech and involvement as citizens, but not as 

City Council members.  She pointed out that on the Fruita for Equality Proclamation, it says that the 

City of Fruita has signed a letter of support to promote the social agenda activities.   

 

Ms. Moreland stated that she would like to see the Fruita City Council and City staff cease endorsing 

Fruita for Equality by not putting the City logo on “woke” social agenda activities and instead just run 

the City and put on great festivals to bring all neighbors together like Fruita has always done. 

 

Ms. Moreland concluded by asking if everyone could just have a break from the pot-stirring agendas 

and come together to heal after an incredibly stressful year.  

 

Andrea Barber, 334 Crystal Court (member of the in-person audience), expressed concern about the 

City’s involvement with the “partisan group, Fruita for Equality.”  She said she was surprised to see 

the City lending credence to the cause by highlighting their events in the most recent community 

newsletter (the City Link).   

 

Mrs. Barber continued that she wholeheartedly believes that the equality movement is rooted in far-

left Marxist ideology, which does nothing to heal or unite communities.  She added that equality 

ideology shuts down free speech by labeling any opposition to the movement as “hate speech,” which 

she said is responsible for “cancel culture,” which tragically leads to the end of debate, discourse and 

the free exchange of ideas. 

 

Mrs. Barber’s other prepared statements included the following: 

 

• Equality ideology moves to eradicate systems of meritocracy, replacing them with systems 

that try to ensure equality of outcomes. 

• It forces people to look at each other through the lens of race, gender and class, rather than 

one’s individual abilities, achievements and worth. 
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• These are not the values of the majority of Americans, Fruita residents and certainly not of 

the majority of parents.  

• Although she doesn’t agree with the mission of Fruita for Equality, she 100% supports their 

right to assemble and to free speech. 

• As a private citizen, however, it concerns her to see her local government getting involved 

in partisan ideologies and issues. 

• Knowing the Fruita City Council supports far-left ideology, it makes her wonder if they 

would also support a community-based Constitutional Civics Class. 

• What about upcoming pro-life issues and events? She guessed probably not, and in reality, 

doesn’t want the Fruita City Council doing any of the above because those things fall way 

outside their job descriptions. 

• According to the City’s own website, the Council is to: 

➢ Adopt the Budget 

➢ Determine the City tax levy 

➢ Adopt Ordinances and Resolutions 

➢ Ratify appointments made by the Mayor 

➢ Appoint a City Manager and enact necessary legislation required for the operation 

of the City Council members.  

• Nowhere does it mention that the Council should be promoting partisan ideologies bent on 

transforming the culture. 

• As elected officials, the City Council gains their ability to govern from the people and she 

for one, has not given her consent to be governed in such a way. 

• This diminishes her confidence in the Council’s ability to work through issues in a truly fair 

and balanced way. 

• She was present at the meeting to hold the Council accountable to their elected roles. 

• She is further dismayed by the appearance of impropriety at work: two City Council 

members are also involved with the other two entities sponsoring Fruita for Equality: 

➢ Kyle Harvey manages Lithic Bookstore 

➢ Karen Leonhart is part of the Rotary Club 

➢ This is an obvious conflict of interest for them to be a part of the sponsoring groups 

and endorsing their support from their elected positions. 

 

In conclusion, Mrs. Barber requested that the Council formally withdraw its support from Fruita for 

Equality and refrain from getting involved in the social justice movement. She said that Fruita is a 

wonderful, caring, inclusive community that values the freedom endowed to each individual “by our 

creator and protected by our Constitution.” 

 

Glen Warner, 530 Amethyst Drive (member of the in-person audience), said that he attended a few 

of the Fruita for Equality events the previous week and it reeks with socialism and is a “wolf in sheep’s 

clothing.” He thinks that Fruita is diverse, people get along, people work their problems out and once, 

the City was voted one of the ten safest cities in Colorado.  Mr. Warner formally requested that the 

Council withdraw any support from Fruita for Equality. 

 

Tray Downey, 272 N. Mesa Street (member of the in-person audience), stated that he is an active and 

proud member of Fruita for Equality, and thinks it is very important for the City and Council to 

understand that the main point of the entire group was to include more people in the conversation.  He 
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said at every single meeting, there has been a discussion about how the group can get more people to 
join them whether they agree with the group or not, so it is not so much about the group trying to force 
something on somebody else; they are trying to have a conversation with people who might not 
understand people different from themselves. 
 
Mr. Downey stated if people truly don’t understand others, Fruita for Equality provides the opportunity 
for people to get together, be good neighbors and have conversations with one another.  He said he is 
fourth generation in Fruita and does love it here, but growing up as a gay man in Fruita, he lived with 
being bullied, taunted and called names every single time he was on the bus and so, that is not the town 
that everyone should live in.  He said it’s not that Fruita for Equality concerns itself with what people 
can and cannot do; if someone wants to say those words, that is their right, but having conversations 
about those things and having an open forum where people can learn what they should or shouldn’t 
say is a great opportunity.  Mr. Downey concluded by saying that it is completely imperative that 
Fruita’s Council members who are a part of Fruita for Equality are allowed to remain on it and that just 
because they choose to represent their City does not mean that they lose their freedom of speech.   

 
Wendy Wood, 1891 J 6/10 Road (member of the in-person audience), said she does believe that the 
purpose of Fruita for Equality is to bridge a gap and that she thinks that a lot of people have good 
intentions at their core; however, she thinks that oftentimes, things snowball and become bigger than 
what was intended and then they usually get twisted and corrupted. 

 
Ms. Wood continued that she attended the Fruita for Equality event the previous Wednesday evening 
and had the pleasure of talking with Shanachie Carroll.  She said it was a good conversation and she 
appreciates his heart, but at the same time, she has a lot of concerns for the same reasons that people 
spoke about earlier. She said if a person is white and proud of this county, the book that is being 
promoted would say that the person is close to being a racist or at least a white supremacist.  She asked 
why the group didn’t pick a book that would be inclusive and speakers that aren’t in support of shaming 
white people.   

 
Ms. Wood concluded by saying that it is now well known that Black Lives Matter is a Marxist 
movement.  She also echoed the previous statements about the conflicts of interest and asked the 
Council remove its support of Fruita for Equality as the City of Fruita and as City Council members.  

 
Samantha Wyatt, 165 S. Peach Street (member of the in-person audience), said that Fruita for Equality 
is just trying to start a conversation about trying to learn who we are as a community and that she would 
encourage everyone to start questioning why they are not in support of that because that says more 
about a person than it does about the community. 
 
Jerry Wood, 1891 J 6/10 Road (member of the in-person audience), said that nobody was trying to 
shut down communication or discussion, but if the interest is in having discussion, launching with an 
ideology that starts defaming and slandering your neighbors by calling them white supremacists is not 
a good way to start a conversation or open dialogue.  

 
Mr. Wood continued that he agreed with so many things that had been said and also agreed that the 
community needs an open dialogue, but that he and others cannot support the ideology, and that he 
would urge the Council to look at where the ideology has flourished in this country and the many big 
cities which are burning, have been looted and are continuing to be destroyed. 
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Mr. Wood added that the ideology brings hatred and violence, so if the City is backing it, that is what 

they are voting for. 

 

Perry Tally, 122 Almond Circle (member of the in-person audience), said she was in support of the 

things that had been said previously concerning the City not providing any support or logos for Fruita 

for Equality and that she knew there would be a lot more people at the meeting that couldn’t attend 

because of the high school graduation ceremony. 

 

Ms. Tally noted that it seemed that there was a lot more support for having the City not be involved in 

Fruita for Equality and that she was shocked to see City, Rotary and library logos on some materials 

for the group’s events.  She said she knew there were many people who felt the same way.   

 

Stacey Pottorff, 165 S. Peach (member of the in-person audience), said she wanted to throw her 

support behind the equality work.  She said she has actually read the book and called it fantastic.  She 

said she wasn’t sure how many people actually read it, but it isn’t shaming white people; it is just a 

conversation about a man who maybe learned some stuff, so she wasn’t sure why the conversation 

should be shut down when everyone could learn and grow.  Stacey added that she doesn’t think anyone 

has a nefarious agenda and she appreciates the opportunity that has been given to her to read the book 

because it is lovely. 

 

Mike Redeker, 209 W. Sunset Drive (member of the in-person audience), stated that he didn’t get a 

chance to read the whole book, but he did read the summary, which was written by the author.  He said 

he is all for equality, but not the way that Critical Race Theory has been approaching it. Mr. Redeker 

stated that traditional definitions are being redefined, that he is against white supremacy and he doesn’t 

like being labeled a white supremacist.  Mike said that even though it is very subtle in the book, it is 

still there.  He gave an example of a discussion question near the end in the summary section that reads: 

“#12. In 2012, the Republican party had essentially decided to forfeit the minority vote.”  

 

Mr. Redeker said he wasn’t sure if that was true or not, but the premise or assumption made in the book 

was that “as once predicted, Republicans will become an overwhelmingly white party and now the 

decisive question of the election was whether enough white voters remain.”  He strongly asserted that 

that is just not true.   

 

Mr. Redeker continued that in Chapter 7, Page 141 reads: “Derek’s white nationalist revolution is 

coming to fruition.  In 2012, the ideology is gaining mainstream acceptance and major politicians are 

adopting it. After President Obama wins a second term, racial tensions among the populace explode.  

The Republican party embraces disaffected white voters and becomes a de facto political party of white 

nationalists in the United States.” 

 

Mr. Redeker said the book was assuming that all Republicans are white supremacists.  He went on to 

say that in Ibram X. Kendi’s books, the only way to become an anti-racist is also then to become an 

activist because if you are not an activist, then you are racist.   

 

Mr. Redeker said there’s got to be a better way because it was all about judging people on their skin 

color or gender issues instead of character.  He said he thought that the Council probably shouldn’t get 

involved into that kind of thing. 
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Michelle Boyd, 1367 E. Carolina (member of the in-person audience), stated that she feels very hurt 

that Fruita as a community has gotten here because we are better than this.  She has lived in Fruita for 

20 years and came here to give her daughters a better life. She said they both went to college on full-

ride, character-based scholarships that they earned from Fruita schools.  

 

Mrs. Boyd said she doesn’t understand where the socialist vein came from; she attended last week’s 

Fruita for Equality event, which was “Healing from Trauma,” because her best friend of 34 years is on 

the opposite side of her politically and she wanted to know how to speak with her so that they can 

continue the friendship. 

 

Mrs, Boyd said she has not read the book, but that the Fruita for Equality initiative is bigger than a 

book or ideas about racism.  She said that everyone makes her very sad when she hears things like she 

is “putting people in a box” because she is not doing that; she is basing every single interaction on who 

a person is and she hopes and prays that people would do the same for her.  

 

Mrs. Boyd said everyone should also consider that the Rotary supports scholarships for children and 

the rodeo and many different diversified events that are important to the community and the success of 

the children. 

 

Pavia Justinian, 1199 Wolf Creek Court (member of the in-person audience), stated that she is a 

member of Fruita for Equality, and she was present to lend her support and clarify a few things.  She 

said she was hearing a lot of people thinking that the book or the group is trying to say that all white 

people are racist, but they are not saying that at all. She said the book is about one person named Derek 

Black, who is the son of the former Grand Wizard of the KKK and the godson of David Duke, who 

was also the Grand Wizard of the KKK. She recommended that everyone read the book because it is 

not talking about everyone.  

 

Ms. Justinian added she heard a lot of people in the meeting say that if a person is white and patriotic, 

then that makes them a “white nationalist.” She said that term is actually a sanitized term that white 

supremacists and the KKK uses to make themselves sound more palatable to a whiter audience.  She 

said the Fruita for Equality group is not saying that patriotism is bad or white people are bad or that 

everyone is a racist; the book is about one man who started off with very racist, extremist views and it 

goes through his process of changing through open conversation and dialogue.  Ms. Justinian said that 

is all Fruita for Equality is trying to do; just have a conversation. 

 

Jamie Fuller, 1129 E. Carolina (member of the in-person audience), said that she has not yet read the 

book but wanted to lend her support to the Fruita for Equality group.  She said she keeps hearing that 

believing that equality is for everyone is somehow socialist or Marxist and that she would very much 

disagree with that because one of the first things that the Constitution says is that “all men are created 

equal.”  She said that basically, the goal for the country is that everyone should have the expectation 

of being treated equally.   

 

Ms. Fuller concluded that she thinks the public library is an excellent place to have conversation and 

find places where people can agree because she thinks that most people, whichever side they were on, 

would agree that everyone should have equal rights. 
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Jesse Goryl, 700 Sandstone (joined the meeting virtually), said he also has not read the book nor has 

he attended any Fruita for Equality events, but he wanted to applaud the City Council for taking the 

steps necessary to try to address equality.  Mr. Goryl stated that that he moved to Fruita two years ago 

from another small town in Colorado, so he doesn’t have a whole lot invested here in Fruita, but he 

does really like it here because it has been a really great and welcoming community for him and his 

wife.  

 

Mr. Goryl stated that he would love for Fruita to be a welcoming environment for anybody that chooses 

to live or visit here. He said it was a little concerning to hear other fellow Fruita members talk about 

the ideology and their concern with Fruita being affiliated with any sort of ideology with the group, 

which he understood to not be affiliated with any partisan politics or movements like Black Lives 

Matter.  Mr. Goryl said he looks forward to any further events that Fruita for Equality may have and 

that he was going to pick up a copy of the book. 

 

Kelly Corn, 1681 Ruby Lee Drive (member of the in-person audience), encouraged the Council to 

think about the Fruita for Equality movement and discount it; to nip it in the bud. She agreed with a lot 

of the opposition that had been heard already and added that the Fruita community is a biking 

community that has the Hot Tomato, biking trails and Dinosaur Journey and those are the things that 

make Fruita “Fruita.”   

 

Ms. Corn concluded that all mean have been created equal and asked why Fruita needs an equality 

movement to come to Fruita.  She asked why not read a book about John Wesley Powell: Down the 

Great Unknown? She said that’s a conversation that could be had and that there’s so many other books 

out there that the Fruita community could have a conversation about besides something that appears to 

be racist.  

 

Shanachie Carroll, 324 N. Coulson Street (member of the in-person audience), Mr. Carroll stated that 

he works for Mesa County Libraries, is a member of Fruita for Equality and was present because he 

wanted to hear everyone’s thoughts, even though he hadn’t planned on speaking.   

 

Mr. Carroll said that for the folks who are concerned about Fruita for Equality’s intentions, he wanted 

to invite them to come to one of the committee meetings or events.  He also encouraged people to read 

the book because he would love to hear what they think about it and have mindful discussion about the 

community’s values and where Fruita is coming from. He said everyone knows that Fruita is changing 

and asked why not have a mindful discussion about that?  

 

Shanachie also stated that the topics that Fruita for Equality was currently discussing are topics that 

have been discussed in the community before the committee existed and are topics that are currently 

being discussed across the country.  He again strongly urged those in opposition to the group to come 

to the meetings or events of Fruita for Equality, and that afterward, if a person still feels like the group 

has a socialist or Marxist agenda, then he would just need to agree to disagree.  

  

Shanachie said the group is not there to change hearts and minds and that if those who were opposing 

the group are in attendance at any of the meetings or events, then those people will be able to make 

sure that the group doesn’t go down any of the slopes that they are concerned about. 
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Shanachie announced that Fruita for Equality has a few events coming up this month; one being an 

author talk with Eli Saslow, author of the book that the group has been discussing.   

 

Shanachie thanked everyone for coming and said that it warms his heart to see so many people in the 

community turn out for discussion, whether or not everyone agrees.   

 

Shelly Warner, 537 Amethyst Drive (member of the in-person audience), said that she disagrees with 

the Fruita City Council being a part of Fruita for Equality.  She said she was actually curious about the 

group and so she went to a couple of events because she does believe in discussion and one of the first 

things that caught her eye is the design of the group’s logo.  Mrs. Warner described the horizontal bars 

and said they are the same thing that is being used by Black Lives Matter in its logo.  She stated that 

she does not believe in having Critical Race Theory in schools or communities and does not agree with 

having a socialist, Marxist or Totalitarian agenda, although she does agree with everybody having a 

voice and being listened to. 

 

Mrs. Warner continued that she has people of all walks of life in her neighborhood and they all talk 

and support each other.  She stated that she is a legal immigrant and has her green card and that Fruita 

has welcomed her with open arms.   

 

Mrs. Warner concluded by saying that she loves Fruita and supports all the discussion being had at the 

meeting. 

 

Matt Barber, 334 Crystal Court Drive (member of the in-person audience), said he wasn’t present to 

speak towards ideologies one way or the other, but agreed that conversations need to take place freely 

and openly no matter what side anybody is on concerning any sort of issue.   

 

Mr. Barber stated that his concern was more of a structural, organizational perspective that the Council 

finds itself in.  He noted that the Mayor and Council members were given the great responsibility of 

running the City and added that the very fact that everyone was having the conversation that they were 

having showed that there is a bi-partisan disagreement.  

  

Mr. Barber said that what the Council was doing could lead towards a snowball effect and asked what 

would happen when someone wants to talk next about religious views?  He said the Council was 

already setting the tone that it would be okay.  

 

Mr. Barber continued that there is a time, place and an organizational structure for those types of 

discussions and he did not want to see the Fruita City Council get to the point where the City is getting 

involved in so many different beliefs and discussions that what they have to say becomes watered 

down.  He said he didn’t think it was the place or the responsibility for the Council to get involved 

because it is a slippery slope and then they will have to give a voice and support to every single cause 

that comes before them.  Mr. Barber said that is unfair for the people on the Council and it is unfair for 

the taxpayers and residents.  

 

Hearing no further comments, Mayor Kincaid closed the Public Participation Section of the agenda.  

  

6. CONSENT AGENDA 
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A. MINUTES – A REQUEST TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MAY 4, 2021 

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

 

B. BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS APPOINTMENT – A REQUEST TO 

APPROVE THE APPOINTMENT OF MARY MIDGETT TO THE BOARD OF 

ADJUSTMENTS FOR A THREE-YEAR TERM TO EXPIRE IN MAY OF 2024 

 

C. BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS APPOINTMENT – A REQUEST TO 

APPROVE THE APPOINTMENT OF AARON HANCEY TO THE PLANNING 

COMMISSION AS AN ALTERNATE MEMBER TO FULFILL AN 

UNEXPIRED TERM TO EXPIRE IN JUNE OF 2025  

 

D. BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS APPOINTMENT – A REQUEST TO 

APPROVE THE APPOINTMENT OF TROY HAYES TO THE PLANNING 

COMMISSION FOR A THREE-YEAR TERM TO EXPIRE IN MAY OF 2024 

 

E. FINANCIAL REPORTS – A REQUEST TO APPROVE THE APRIL 2021 

FINANCIAL REPORTS 

 

F. RESOLUTION 2021-13 – INCORPORATING PROPERTY INTO THE CITY 

OF FRUITA IRRIGATION SYSTEM (ASH STREET IRRIGATION)  

 

G. RESOLUTION 2021-14 – APPROVING THE FINAL RELEASE OF THE 

SUBDIVISION IMPROVEMENTS AGREEMENT FOR THE BRANDON 

ESTATES FILING 3, PHASE 2C SUBDIVISION 

 

Mayor Kincaid opened the Consent Agenda to public comments. Hearing none, he closed the public 

hearing and referred the Consent Agenda to the Council. 

 

• COUNCILOR BUCK MOVED TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA AS 

PRESENTED. COUNCILOR O’BRIEN SECONDED THE MOTION. THE 

MOTION PASSED WITH FIVE YES VOTES. 

 

7. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

A. LEGISLATIVE HEARINGS 

 

1) RESOLUTION 2021-12 – AMENDING THE 2021 ANNUAL BUDGET 

WITH A TRANSFER OF MONEY BETWEEN FUNDS AND 

SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATION OF THOSE FUNDS FOR 

EXTENSION OF THE NORTH MAPLE STREET SEWER AND 

STREET IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT AND NORTH ASH STREET 

IRRIGATION LINE EXTENSION 

 

City Clerk/Finance Director Margaret provided staff’s presentation on Resolution 2021-12.  She 

explained that the budget amendment appropriates additional funds for the North Ash Street portion of 
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the Sewer and Irrigation Improvements Project, for which the actual costs came in a little higher than 

was originally budgeted for the irrigation portion.  It also transfers overall savings from that project to 

the Capital Projects Fund for sewer line improvements to Aspen Avenue as an extension of the North 

Maple Sewer Improvements Project that is currently underway due to a large amount of infiltration 

from the North Maple sewer line into the sewer system.  This concluded Mrs. Sell’s presentation. 

 

Mayor Kincaid opened the public hearing. Hearing no comments, he closed the public hearing and 

referred the matter to the Council for their comments, questions, concerns or a motion.       

 

• COUNCILOR BREMAN MOVED TO ADOPT RESOLUTION 2021-12 – 

TRANSFERRING AND APPROPRIATING MONEYS BETWEEN FUNDS TO 

DEFRAY EXPENSES IN EXCESS OF AMOUNTS BUDGETED FOR THE ASH 

STREET IRRIGATION LINE EXTENSION AND REPLACEMENT OF THE 

ASPEN STREET SEWER LINE.  COUNCILOR HARVEY SECONDED THE 

MOTION. THE MOTION PASSED WITH FIVE YES VOTES. 

 

B. QUASI-JUDICIAL HEARINGS 

 

1) SPECIAL EVENT LIQUOR PERMIT APPLICATION – CO2UT 

GRAVEL RACE - A REQUEST TO APPROVE A SPECIAL EVENT 

LIQUOR PERMIT APPLICATION FOR THE FRUITA ROTARY 

CLUB TO SELL BEER ON SATURDAY, MAY 22, 2021 FROM 11:30 

AM TO 7:30 PM IN CIVIC CENTER MEMORIAL PARK LOCATED 

AT 325 E. ASPEN AVE. 

 

Deputy City Clerk Deb Woods gave staff’s PowerPoint presentation that consisted of five slides 

containing the application description, diagram of proposed licensed premises at Civic Center Park, a 

list of supporting documents that must be filed by the applicant with the City Clerk’s Office and staff’s 

recommendation (with conditions).  

 

Conditions of Council approval were as follows: 

 

• No alcohol shall be brought into or out of the licensed premises. 

• The Fruita Rotary Club will be solely responsible for the enforcement of liquor laws. 

• All other procedures presented by the Fruita Rotary Club will be followed. 

 

Ms. Woods added that perimeter fencing around the licensed premises and one entrance/exit near the 

parking lot at the Civic Center were being proposed for the beer garden.  She said it was worth noting 

that Fruita Police Chief Dave Krouse did not have any concerns regarding the Rotary Club’s 

application for the Special Event Liquor Permit.   

 

Mr. Lou Mudd, Event Manager for the Fruita Rotary Club, introduced himself as the lifetime permit 

person for the Fruita Rotary Club and noted that he files Special Event Permit applications regularly 

(except for 2020) with the City Clerk’s Office.  He pointed out that these events are the sole way that 

the Fruita Rotary makes funds for the scholarships and all the other things that they support throughout 

the community.  Mr. Mudd also noted that the Rotary Club has a good track record for beer service 
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without any incidents over the years that he’s been doing it and therefore, was requesting approval of 

the Rotary’s application for the Special Event Permit.    

 

Mayor Kincaid opened the public hearing.  Hearing no comments from the public, he closed the public 

hearing and directed the matter to the City Council.  

 

Councilor Leonhart recused herself because she is a member of the Fruita Rotary Club.  

 

• COUNCILOR BUCK MOVED TO APPROVE THE SPECIAL EVENT LIQUOR 

PERMIT APPLICATION FOR THE FRUITA ROTARY CLUB TO SELL BEER 

ON SATURDAY, MAY 22, 2021 FROM 11:30 AM TO 7:30 PM IN CIVIC CENTER 

MEMORIAL PARK LOCATED AT 325 E. ASPEN AVE.  COUNCILOR O’BRIEN 

SECONDED THE MOTION. THE MOTION PASSED WITH FOUR YES VOTES. 

 

8. ADMINISTRATIVE AGENDA 

 

A. CAPITAL PROJECTS UPDATE – SAM ATKINS, CITY ENGINEER 

 

City Manager Mike Bennett prefaced the update by saying that even though it is only half-way through 

the year, he still thought it would be beneficial for the Council to hear about which projects have been 

completed, which have run into delays and which are upcoming.   

  

City Engineer Sam Atkins provided the following update on Capital Projects: 

 

• 2021 Street Overlays - $200,000 Budget ($239,000 bid/$169,460 without Kiefer) 

➢ Mulberry – Pabor to Ottley 

➢ Sycamore – Aspen to Pine 

➢ Kiefer – Sycamore to Pine (removed to be within budget) 

➢ S. 18 ½ Rd. next to Adobe Creek Golf Course 

 

• Sidewalk Replacement - $30,000 Budget 

➢ Sidewalk Replacement - $15,000 

➢ Concrete Grinding - $7,500 

➢ ADA Ramps - $7,500 

➢ Fall construction 

 

• Pine Street Bridge - $2,125,000 Budget ($1,526,000 under contract with GA Western) 

➢ Preliminary in a week or two 

➢ Still have right-of-way acquisitions to achieve 

➢ Fall 2021/Spring 2022 

 

• Maple Street Sewer Replacement - $622,000 Budget ($415,965 bid from Sorter 

Construction) 

➢ Pabor to McCune 

➢ One service got missed, back flow preventers, paving with Aspen  
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• Aspen Avenue Sewer Replacement - $320,000 cost 

➢ Aspen – Maple to Ash 

➢ Already installing main 

➢ Abandoned line with connections 

 

• Ash Street Sewer Replacement - $262,500 Budget ($180,044 bid) 

➢ Final $155,076 

➢ Project complete 

 

• 16 Road Rail Crossing - $190,000 

➢ Grant received from Mesa County Federal Mineral Lease District 

➢ Plan submitted to Public Utility Commission/UPRR 

➢ Construct in winter/spring 2022 

 

• Highway 340 Gateway Enhancement - $108,650 original Budget 

➢ Rebid $208,226 

➢ Final Contract $203,600 

➢ Complete except remaining four pieces of art by Jeff Bates 

➢ Aim to complete before the Mike the Headless Chicken Festival 

 

• Sewer Collection System - $225,000 

➢ H2S Gas mitigation in sewer lines 

➢ Deterioration of manholes 

➢ Staff still working on permanent solution 

 

• Little Salt Wash Basin Master Plan - $100,000 (November grant submission) 

➢ $50,000 with $50,000 CO Water Conservation Board 

➢ Will incorporate recreational opportunities 

 

• Wayfinding Signage - $45,500 Budget 

➢ Created four routes 

➢ Nearing design completion 

➢ Summer construction 

 

• Fremont Street Design - $250,000 Budget     

➢ Complete by end of 2021 

 

• Active Circulation Plan - $90,000 Budget 

➢ Complete by fall of 2021 

➢ Public Survey complete 

➢ Project development and prioritize this month 

 

• Reed Park/Little Salt Wash Park Design - $100,000 for design 

➢ Engineering staff will provide civil support 

➢ Expansion of grass field area and parking, putting in Pickleball courts at LSW 
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➢ Skate park, new pavilion to the north, new basketball court, new bathroom and 

storage facilities at Reed Park 

➢ Send out RFQ/RFP this summer for design 

 

• Big Salt Wash Trail Connections - $57,000 Budget ($45,710 bid) 

➢ Professional Pipeline 

➢ Under construction, but done in a few weeks 

 

B. MUNICIPAL COURT UPDATE – JUDGE DANIEL ROBINSON 

 

Municipal Court Judge Dan Robinson appeared before the Council virtually to give an update on Fruita 

Municipal Court.  Information he provided included: 

 

• Municipal Court budget is on target 

• Court is still being conducted remotely (he invited Council members to attend) 

• Judge would like to transition to hybrid court session of both virtual and in-person 

• Key issue is how effective court is in getting people to comply with the sentence and return 

to court and Fruita Municipal Court is celebrated as one of the best 

• Pending legislation: HB 1175 will allow offenders for traffic violations to pay fines to non-

profit organizations instead of the City (most courts are opposing, include Judge Robinson)  

• Pending legislation: SB 21062 will prohibit bonds for municipal offenses and requires three 

failures to appear before warrant will be issued (Judge Robinson opposes) 

• Pending legislation regarding the Victim’s Rights Act  

• How the Fruita court monitors cases to make sure victims’ rights are considered 

• Parent’s responsibility concerning Fruita’s curfew Ordinance 

• Fruita’s Ordinance concerning permission required to deal with minors  

• Parent’s responsibility regarding loitering by minors 

• A proposed Ordinance from other jurisdictions concerning parents being responsible for 

fines of minors 

• A proposed Ordinance concerning the duty of parents to appear in court 

• A proposed Ordinance regarding parents’ responsibility when kids are involved in gangs 

 

Judge Robinson reported that there is a trend with municipalities to try to strengthen the responsibility 

of parents towards their kids and holding them accountable.  

 

Judge Robinson reflected upon a recent case that was drawn out for six months about a homeless 

person’s dog who bit someone and then bit another person the following day and what it cost the City 

of Fruita.  He said it would be very helpful if Fruita’s Ordinance concerning dogs biting twice was 

streamlined to be addressed more quickly.  The Judge also spoke about the City addressing the 

homeless issue and out of state parking tickets.  

 

Mayor Kincaid noted that he found the Judge’s statistics that the Judge was unsuccessful in presenting 

virtually at the beginning of his presentation and he emailed them to Shannon Vassen to share with the 

Council via email so that they have the information.   
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Judge Robinson said he wanted to mention another issue of concern, but he would save it for his 

upcoming Informal Review. 

 

9. CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

City Manager Mike Bennett reported on the following: 

 

• Councilor Ken Kreie (excused absent) has been appointed the Mesa County Municipal Board 

Member for the Associated Governments of Northwestern Colorado (AGNC) beginning in 

June.  He has worked out his schedule so that he will be able to make all the meetings except 

May and September this year.  

 

• He (Mike) and Mayor Kincaid will be participating in the “State of the Grand Valley,” an annual 

event hosted by the Grand Junction Area Chamber of Commerce tomorrow (May 19th). He 

noted that there were still opportunities for the Council members to sign up for the luncheon at 

the CMU Ballroom. 

 

• Staff has been working with 14K Media, who has been preparing a State of the City video that 

will be released annually each May.  Mayor Kincaid requested that Mike email the Council the 

link to the video.  

 

10. COUNCIL REPORTS AND ACTIONS 

 

A. COUNCIL MEETINGS – DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO 

CANCEL THE MAY 25, 2021 WORKSHOP MEETING AND SCHEDULE A 

VISIT TO MOON FARM FOR THE CITY COUNCIL ON MAY 25, 2021 AT 

6:30 PM 

 

Mayor Kincaid noted that he will be absent for the visit to Moon Farm on May 25th. Most if not all 

Council members indicated that they would be able to make it.  

 

• COUNCILOR O’BRIEN MOVED TO CANCEL THE MAY 25, 2021 WORKSHOP 

MEETING AND SCHEDULE A VISIT TO MOON FARM ON MAY 25, 2021 AT 

6:30 PM.  COUNCILOR BREMAN SECONDED THE MOTION. THE MOTION 

PASSED WITH FIVE YES VOTES. 

 

B. COUNCIL REPORTS AND ACTIONS 

 

COUNCILOR MATTHEW BREMAN 

 

Matthew reported that the Grand Junction Economic Partnership (GJEP) would be meeting in the 

morning at 7:30.  

 

COUNCILOR HEATHER O’BRIEN 
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Heather pointed out that the Council had a visit to the Wastewater Treatment Facility scheduled when 

COVID hit so it was canceled and she asked Deputy City Clerk Deb Woods to reschedule it.  She also 

asked Deb to send out the information about how to remote into the Fruita Municipal Court on 

Wednesdays because she was also interested in doing that.  

 

MAYOR PRO TEM LORI BUCK 

 

Lori said that in talking with Moon Farm, they are intending to close on June 2nd and that they are 

$60,000 short.  They asked her where they could get the money and Lori said she told them she would 

start asking people what kind of funding mechanisms there may be out there. Lori stated that if Council 

or staff knew of something, Moon Farm would really like to hear about it.  

 

MAYOR JOEL KINCAID 

 

Joel reported that he attended the Fruita Area Chamber of Commerce Board meeting and they are 

moving forward with Fruita Fall Festival.  It will be a two-day event. 

 

Joel also reported that he was on the news again for the Mike the Headless Chicken Festival.  The car 

show is coming back this year and the Chamber did a video shoot at Munchies about it.  

 

C. EXECUTIVE SESSION – DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO 

CONSIDER A MOTION TO CONVENE IN EXECUTIVE SESSION 

REGARDING PERSONNEL ISSUES UNDER C.R.S. SECTION 24-6-

402(4)(F) – (MUNICIPAL COURT JUDGE INFORMAL REVIEW) 

(MOVED FROM 5/4/21 COUNCIL MEETING DUE TO THE LENGTH OF 

THE DWELL PUD PRELIMINARY PLAN PUBLIC HEARING) 

 

Mayor Kincaid noted that Judge Robinson was still online and was going to attend the Executive 

Session virtually. 

 

• COUNCILOR BREMAN MOVED TO MEET IN EXECUTIVE SESSION FOR THE 

INFORMAL REVIEW OF THE MUNICIPAL COURT JUDGE, WHICH IS A 

DISCUSSION OF A PERSONNEL MATTER UNDER C.R.S. SECTION 24-6-

402(4)(F).  COUNCILOR BUCK SECONDED THE MOTION. THE MOTION 

PASSED WITH FIVE YES VOTES. 

 

The Council convened into Executive Session at 8:45 p.m. The regular meeting was reconvened at 8:55 

p.m. 

 

D. EXECUTIVE SESSION – DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO 

CONSIDER A MOTION TO COVENE IN EXECUTIVE SESSION 

PURSUANT TO SECTION 24-6-402(4)(B) AND (E) FOR THE PURPOSE 

OF RECEIVING LEGAL ADVICE AND DETERMINING POSITIONS 

RELATIVE TO MATTERS THAT MAY BE SUBJECT TO 

NEGOTIATIONS, DEVELOPING STRATEGY FOR NEGOTIATIONS, 
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AND INSTRUCTING NEGOTIATORS WITH RESPECT TO 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING FINANCING AND OPERATIONS 

 

• COUNCILOR BUCK MOVED TO MEET IN EXECUTIVE SESSION PURSUANT 

TO SECTION 24-6-402(4)(B) AND (E) FOR THE PURPOSE OF RECEIVING 

LEGAL ADVICE AND DETERMINING POSITIONS RELATIVE TO MATTERS 

THAT MAY BE SUBJECT TO NEGOTIATIONS, DEVELOPING STRATEGY 

FOR NEGOTIATIONS, AND INSTRUCTING NEGOTIATORS WITH RESPECT 

TO AFFORDABLE HOUSING FINANCING AND OPERATIONS. COUNCILOR 

LEONHART SECONDED THE MOTION. THE MOTION PASSED WITH FIVE 

YES VOTES. 

 

The Council convened into Executive Session at 9:05 p.m. The regular meeting was reconvened at 

10:06 p.m. 

 

With no further business before the Council, the Mayor adjourned the meeting at 10:06 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Debra Woods 

Deputy City Clerk 

City of Fruita 



 

 

 

  

 AGENDA ITEM COVER SHEET 
 
 

TO: 

 
 

FRUITA MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
 
FROM: 

 
SHANNON VASSEN, ASSISTANT TO THE CITY MANAGER 

 
DATE: 

 
JUNE  1, 2021 

 
RE: 

 
A REQUEST TO APPROVE A RECCOMENDATION FROM THE 

FRUITA TOURISM ADVISORY COUNCIL FOR ONE MINI GRANT 

AWARD FOR THE KIDS ADVENTURE GAMES EVENT 

 

BACKGROUND 

 

In the 2021 Budget, the Fruita City Council approved $2,000 in funding in the Marketing and 

Promotion Fund to be used for mini grants that support smaller events and promote tourism in 

Fruita.  These mini grants are recommended for funding by the Fruita Tourism Advisory Council 

(“FTAC”) after an application process and are awarded on a first-come first serve basis.  These 

grants are paid on a reimbursement basis.   

 

The FTAC recently received and reviewed one mini grant application for the “Kids Adventure 

Games” event in Fruita.  The Kids Adventure Games is an event for kids ages 6-16, where kids, 

in teams of two compete together, on a 3.5-5 miles course featuring multiple obstacles.  For the 

first time, the Kids Adventure Games will host an event at Highline Lake State Park from June 4, 

2021 to June 6, 2021.  The Kids Adventure Games has requested a $1,000 grant to help with 

operational and marketing costs.  It is estimated that there will be 150 participants at this event.   

 

At the FTAC’s regular meeting on May 27, 2021, the FTAC discussed the application and made 

the following recommendation to the City Council: Kids Adventure Games receive up to $500 in 

mini grant funding to be used for reimbursement of marketing and operational expenses.  This 

motion was approved unanimously by the FTAC.   

 

FISCAL IMPACT  

 

If this recommendation is approved, the balance of the mini-grant line-item will decrease from 

$2,000 to $1,500 for the rest of this year.  This is the first mini-grant application that the FTAC 

has received in 2021.   

 

APPLICABILITY TO CITY GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 

 

This event promotes tourism to Fruita and has the ability to become a multi-year event.  Also, one 

of the performance measures identified in the 2021 Budget for the Marketing and Promotion 

 



 

 

Fund, is to award at least three mini grants annually.  If approved, this mini grant will be the first 

of three, and this performance measure is meant to support the goal of promoting unique festival 

and tourism related events in Fruita.   

 

OPTIONS AVAILABLE TO THE COUNCIL  

 

1. Approve the recommendation from the Fruita Tourism Advisory Council for one mini 

grant award to the Kids Adventure Games event for marketing and operational expenses.    

2. Advise staff to revise grant funding amount/request.   
 

RECOMMENDATION   

 

Staff recommends approving the recommendations from the Fruita Tourism Advisory Council 

for one mini grant award to the Kids Adventure Games event for marketing and operational 

expenses.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 



ENGAGE
ACTIVE FAMILY

With

Designed exclusively for kids ages 6−17, The Kids Adventure 
Games is a nation wide race series, where kids, in teams of two 
compete together on bike, in water and on foot on a 3.5 − 5 mile 
adventure course featuring unique obstacles including ziplines, 
cargonets, mud pits, rope scourses, giant slip-and-slides and more.

We give brands the chance to reach a highly targeted and engaged 
audience of affluent families who enjoy an activelifestyle, at desti-
nation locations across thecountry. 

We offer easy plug-and-play sponsorship packages, featuring our 
effective multi-channel marketing efforts, on-site brand awareness, 
and activationat our Family Adventure Zone, featured at each lo-
cation. We can also work with you todesign a custom package that 
maximizes your sponsorship goals andinvestment.

FRUITA, COLORADO
DESERT EDITION
June 4 - 6, 2021
Highline Lake State Park

Estimated 2021 
Attendance

Of audience have household 
income of $100k or more

Customer satisfaction 
(2018+2019)

Bachelor’s degree 
or higher

Likely to return
in 2022

Intend to purchase sponsor 
product in the future10K

77% 91%

89%

64%

92%



Hélène Mattison
Kids Adventure Games
helene@kidsadventuregames.com
C: 970.401.3804
kidsadventuregames.com

2021 PER EVENT LOCAL SPONSORSHIP

The staff of the Kids Adventure Games™ are always willing to discuss new activation ideas. Please contact us for more information.

PLATINuM 

$2.5K 
max 3

GOLD 

$1,250 
max 4 

SILVER

$1000
BRONzE

$750
SuPPORT

$350

ENTITLEMENT & DESIGNATION

EXCLUSIVE PARTNER

NAMING RIGHTS TO AN ON-COURSE OBSTACLE

LOGO INCLuSION

WEBSITE WITH ACTIVE LINK

ATHLETE T-SHIRT

RACE MAPS

BRAND ASSETS FOR EVENT PROMOTION

MARKETING & PR

DEDICATED KIDS ADVENTURE GAMES PRESS RELEASE

SPECTATOR GUIDE FULL PAGE 1/2 PAGE 1/2 PAGE 1/4 PAGE 1/4 PAGE

SOCIAL MEDIA & EMAIL

INCLUSION IN A NON-DEDICATED EMAIL TO A TARGETTED LIST 2 1

PRE-EVENT DEDICATED CUSTOM ACTIVATION/SWEEPS POST  
(CHANNELS DETERMINED BY KIDS AG) 2 1 1

TAGGING W/ ANY TITLED EVENT OR VENUE MESSAGING

ACTIVATION & SIGNAGE

LOGO ON SNOW FENCING

CUSTOM ACTIVATION (IN PARTNERSHIP WITH KIDS AG)

EXPO TENT CUSTOM 10X10/10X20 10X10

EVENT SCHEDULE (PRINTED COLLATERAL + SIGNAGE)

CUSTOM ACTIVATION LISTED ON ONLINE SCHEDULE 

BANNERS (3' X 8') 6 5 4 3 2

LODGING & HOSPITALITY

ROOM NIGHTS IN VAIL ($200/NIGHT) 2 1

COMPED EVENT ENTRIES 4 3 2 2 1

PRODuCT INCLuSION

PODIUM PRIZES 1 ST PLACE 2 ND PLACE 3 RD PLACE

VOLUNTEERS AND ATHLETE GIFT BAGS (1500+ RECIPIENTS)

MuLTIMEDIA

ACCESS TO HIGH-RESOLUTION MEDIA PHOTOS 

PA ANNOUNCEMENTS (MIN. 1X PER DAY)



SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITY



AlIgN wITH THe  
TOUgHeST KIdS AdveNTURe  

RAce ON THe PlANeT





OUR  
MISSION 
 
As outdoor professionals with a passion 
for a lifestyle which takes us nature 
bound, it is our continued mission to 
promote a more active and confident 
generation of kids. 
 
Set in an environment of healthy 
competition and challenging obstacles, 
we teach lifelong values of teamwork, 
sportsmanship, problem-solving, 
overcoming adversity, and joy and 
appreciation for the environment.



THe RAce  
SeRIeS

The Kids Adventure Games™ is the 
premiere kids adventure race series in the 

country, featuring 3+ mile obstacle courses 
staged in picturesque, destination locations.  

 
In teams of two, kids aged 6-14 bike, climb, 

trek and race through mud pits, cargo nets, zip 
lines and more. Each stop in the series hosts a 
Family Adventure Zone, featuring skills clinics, 

interactive demos, a sponsor village, and 
recreational activities for the whole family.



gReAT  
AUdIeNce 
HIgH ROI
The outdoor and adventurous environment 
we create is an ideal opportunity to 
connect with an engaged audience and 
present your brand to parents and kids in  
a positive, active and exciting setting. 

Each of our sponsorship packages are 
customized to meet the specific needs of 
each strategic partner in order to ensure 
maximum exposure for the brand and an 
attractive and solid ROI.



UP TO 

64%
lIKelY OR eXTReMelY lIKelY TO 

PURcHASe SPONSOR PROdUcT IN 
THeFUTURe

 

96%
MARRIed wITH KIdS  

lIvINg AT HOMe

 

87%
BAcHelOR’S degRee  

OR HIgHeR

A TARgeTed ANd deSIRABle AUdIeNce
A gender balanced audience, the parents of Kids Adventure Games™ 

participants are affluent, well educated and sponsor loyal.

*Based on 2015 - 2019 Survey Results



Sports 
Enthusiasts
(Hiking, Biking, 

Skiing)

Outdoor 
Enthusiasts

(Camping, 
Hunting, 
Fishing)

Traveler Health & 
Fitness

Home 
Enthusiasts
(Gardening, Pet 

Owner)

Arts &Culture 
(Dance,Music, 

Theatre)

Wine & 
Foodie

88%

58%
54% 55%

34% 32% 33%

AUdIeNce lIFeSTYle &
gReAT TARgeT deMOgRAPHIcS

25 - 34

35 - 44

45 - 54

55+

2%

2%

43%

53%

Age

$200K or more

$100-$200K

$55-$100K

Under $55k

40%

3%

21%

37%

ANNUAl HOUSeHOld INcOMe

*Based on 2015 - 2019 Survey Results



ANTIcIPATINg A BIggeR gROwTH
Since 2014 the Kids Adventure Games™ has grown an average of 

25% each of the last 5 years. We anticipate even bigger growth in 2022.

92%
cUSTOMeR SATISFAcTION  

5 YeARS IN A ROw

91%
lIKelY TO ReTURN

*Based on 2015 - 2019 Survey Results



THe NUMBeRS

RAce SeASONS
5 

PARTIcIPANTS

25,000
ATTeNdeeS

100,000+

deSTINATIONS
17

STATeS
10

6.919

1.228

1,373

12,028

4 MIllION 
ATHleTeS PARTIcIPATe IN OBSTAcle 

cOURSe RAcINg eveRY YeAR
THe FASTeST gROwINg SPORT IN THe U.S.

4.0 SPecTATORS 
PeR ATHleTe

1,250 ATHleTeS 
PeR RAce

Avg. 3 YeARS 
ATHleTeS ReTURN TO RAce

*Based on 2015 - 2019 Survey Results



SAMPlINg OF 
STRATegIc PARTNeRS

PReMIeR 
deSTINATIONS

CANYONS
PARK CITY, UTAH



I watched my 7 year old 
daughter face numerous fears 

and compete in a challenge 
I honestly didn’t know if 

she’d try, much less finish… 
But she’s taught me to NeveR 

UNdeReSTIMATe her and that she 
is TRUlY cAPABle OF ANYTHINg 

SHe PUTS HeR MINd TO.

Everyone and at every level 
enjoyed themselves and left the 

weekend feeling pumped, confident, 
happy, and energized. What was 
cool is that despite the fact that 

no one won their heat, everyone 
experienced a championship 

moment by being part of one of the 
best Kids Adventure Games on earth 

thank you for making it possible! 

Exhausted and angry, hot and 
hungry, frustrated they lost their 

map but they did run across the finish 
(barely). Through my tears of immense 

proudness, I told them that they did 
AweSOMe and wORKed TOgeTHeR 

to finish. After a slice of pizza and a 
drink… They proclaimed “we are going 

to get all our friends to do this next 
year and we are going to kickbutt!”



FRUITA, CO
DESERT EDITION
June 4 - 6, 2021

Highline Lake State Park

VAIL, CO
MOUNTAIN EDITION 
August 11 - 15, 2021 

Maliot Park, Minturn

2021 
ScHedUle

TUeSdAY
Kids A.G. team arrives  
on site  Perform initial 
site walk through

wedNeSdAY
Course and site 
set-up

THURSdAY
Course and site 
set-up

ITINeRARY Standard weekly schedule leading up to the event, subject to change.
*Three days of exposure to families

FRIdAY*
Registration
AM + PM Skills Clinic  Family Expo
Final course set:up and inspection

SUNdAY*
Family Expo
Race Day 2 Wave 1 9:00 AM
Race Day 2 Wave 2 10:30 AM
Race Day 2 Wave 3 12:00 PM
Award Ceremony 3:30 PM  
Course and expo break-down

MONdAY
Kids A.G. 
departure

SATURdAY*
Family Expo
Race Day 1 Wave 1 9:00 AM
Race Day 1 Wave 2 10:30 AM
Race Day 1 Wave 3 12:00 PM  
Award Ceremony 3:30 PM



SPONSORSHIPS 
PAcKAgeS



EBLASTS | SOCIAL MEDIA | SWAG BAGS INCLUSION ADVERTISING | GRASS ROOTS OUTREACH | BLOG

ONSITE ACTIVATION | SAMPLING | COWBELLSPRINTED PROMOTIONAL | RADIO | PR | WEBSITE

SAMPle BeNeFITS



PlATINUM 

$5K 
max 3

gOld 

$2.5K 
max 4 

SIlveR

$1,250
BRONze

$850
SUPPORT

$350

eNTITleMeNT & deSIgNATION

EXCLUSIVE PARTNER

NAMING RIGHTS TO AN ON-COURSE OBSTACLE

lOgO INclUSION

WEBSITE WITH ACTIVE LINK

ATHLETE T-SHIRT

RACE MAPS

BRAND ASSETS FOR EVENT PROMOTION

MARKeTINg & PR

DEDICATED KIDS ADVENTURE GAMES PRESS RELEASE

SPECTATOR GUIDE FULL PAGE 1/2 PAGE 1/2 PAGE 1/4 PAGE 1/4 PAGE

SOcIAl MedIA & eMAIl

INCLUSION IN A NON-DEDICATED EMAIL TO A TARGETTED LIST 2 1

PRE-EVENT DEDICATED CUSTOM ACTIVATION/SWEEPS POST  
(CHANNELS DETERMINED BY KIDS AG) 2 1 1

TAGGING W/ ANY TITLED EVENT OR VENUE MESSAGING

PeR eveNT
we also have 
opportunities 

for PReSeNTINg 
and TITle 

sponsorships 
available.



PlATINUM 

$5K 
max 3

gOld 

$2.5K 
max 4 

SIlveR

$1,250
BRONze

$850
SUPPORT

$350

AcTIvATION & SIgNAge

LOGO ON SNOW FENCING

CUSTOM ACTIVATION (IN PARTNERSHIP WITH KIDS AG)

EXPO TENT CUSTOM 10X10/10X20 10X10

EVENT SCHEDULE (PRINTED COLLATERAL + SIGNAGE)

CUSTOM ACTIVATION LISTED ON ONLINE SCHEDULE 

BANNERS (3' X 8') 6 5 4 3 2

lOdgINg & HOSPITAlITY

ROOM NIGHTS IN VAIL ($200/NIGHT) 2 1

COMPED EVENT ENTRIES 4 3 2 2 1

PROdUcT INclUSION

PODIUM PRIZES 1 ST PLACE 2 ND PLACE 3 RD PLACE

VOLUNTEERS AND ATHLETE GIFT BAGS (1500+ RECIPIENTS)

MUlTIMedIA

ACCESS TO HIGH-RESOLUTION MEDIA PHOTOS 

PA ANNOUNCEMENTS (MIN. 1X PER DAY)

PeR eveNT
we also have 
opportunities 

for PReSeNTINg 
and TITle 

sponsorships 
available.



AlMOST 40%  
OF THe PAReNTS 
ATTeNdINg OUR 
eveNTS eARN OveR 
$100K A YeAR.
40% earn over  
$200K annually!



OUR TeAM 
The event takes a big team to execute and our A-Team 

are outdoor pursuit professionals who are driven to pass 
on their love for adventure to all kids. 

Our founders, an award winning, dynamic duo, Billy & 
Hélène Mattison, have been promoting, designing and 

directing (adventure) race courses for over 17 years 
through their company,  Grand Traverse Adventures, Inc.

Eco-Challenge Champion, Race Director and Course 
Designer, Billy exemplifies unwavering determination,  

inherent mental strength and inspiring enthusiasm for  
outdoor adventure. A natural born leader and story teller,  

Billy is a master at enticing kids to go farther than they  
thought possible and make them want to do it again.

Hélène, originally from The Netherlands, has a Degree 
in Physical  Education, with a background in accounting, 

database  management, and computer technology. 
Having worked on  numerous adventure race team 

support crews across the  globe in exotic and challenging 
locations, Hélène is well  versed in race logistics. 

Grand Traverse Adventures has been race directing for 
the  GoPro™ Mountain Games and World T.E.A.M. Sports, 

before creating the Kids  Adventure Games™.



 

A MeMORABle 
PARTNeRSHIP
 
At the Kids Adventure Games™ we’re committed to  
instilling positive values and facilitating fun experiences  
during the most formative years of kids lives.  
Our participants leave with, not only a huge sense of 
accomplishment, but memories that last a lifetime.  
We invite you to join us in promoting fun, active lifestyles  
and experiences to be remembered forever!

Be A PART OF 
SOMeTHINg  
SPecIAl!



JOIN THe  
AdveNTURe

Hélène Mattison
Kids Adventure Games
helene@kidsadventuregames.com
C: 970.401.3804
kidsadventuregames.com

vIew All KIdS 
AdveNTURe 

gAMeS PHOTOS

helene@kidsadventuregames.com
www.kidsadventuregames.com
https://www.flickr.com/photos/kidsadventuregames/albums
https://www.flickr.com/photos/kidsadventuregames/albums
https://www.flickr.com/photos/kidsadventuregames/albums


 

 

FRUITA TOURISM ADVISORY COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

May 27, 2021 
11:00 a.m. – 11:30 p.m. 

 
Members in Attendance: Eric Mello, Kayla Brown, Orilee Witte, Kelley Griffin, 

Denise Hight 
 
Members Absent: Joel Kincaid and Kristy Driver (both excused absent) 
 
Staff in Attendance: Shannon Vassen  
 
Guest in Attendance: Kaylene Weingardt of Slate Communications  
 
1. Call to Order/Roll Call  
 
Eric Mello, Chair of the Fruita Tourism Advisory Council (“FTAC”), called the meeting to order at 
11:03 a.m.  A quorum was present at the meeting.   
 
2. Public Comment 
 
Mr. Mello opened the meeting for public comment.  After seeing none or anyone that wanted 
to provide a comment to the FTAC, Mr. Mello closed this item.   
 
3. Consider Minutes from April 29, 2021 Meeting   
 
The FTAC discussed the minutes from the previous meeting on April 29, 2021. The FTAC 
recommended no changes to the minutes.  Kayla Brown motioned to approve the minutes as 
presented.  Denise Height seconded the motion.  All that were present were in favor and the 
motion carried unanimously.   
 
4. Update from Slate Communications 
 
Kaylene Weingardt, Marketing Manager for Slate Communications, shared a brief update to the 
FTAC on current advertising and promotion efforts.  Slate is currently working on a full 
summary of the retreat, along with action items and next steps.  Slate will go over the recap in 
detail at the June FTAC meeting.  Some of the takeaways from the retreat, Ms. Weingardt 
shared, is that Slate is going to focus on awareness, conversions, families, and opportunities to 
draw from other areas.  To conclude, Ms. Weingardt stated that current campaigns are doing 
well, and Slate continues to send segmented emails between in-state and out of state 
audiences.  Slate has also been using the photo and video assets that they created back in May, 
and those are performing well.   



 

 

 
5. Mini-Grant Application – Kids Adventure Games  
 
For this agenda item, Shannon Vassen provided a brief overview of the mini-grant application 
for the Kids Adventure Games.  Mr. Vassen began by sharing that the Kids Adventure games is a 
weekend event that will take place at Highline Lake from June 4-6, 2021. The Kids Adventure 
games is where kids ages 6-7, will compete in teams of two, on a 3.5-to-5-mile course featuring 
several obstacles.  Mr. Vassen explained that the organizer has applied for a $1,000 in mini-
grant funding, to be used for operational and marketing expenses.   
 
After a discussion on the demographics of the event and the costs to participate, the FTAC 
recommended that a $500 mini grant be awarded to the Kids Adventure Game for the 2021 
event.  Kelley Griffin made a motion to approve the $500 mini-grant for the Kids Adventure 
Games.  Orilee Witte seconded the motion.  All that were present were in favor and the motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
To conclude the agenda item on the Kids Adventure Games, the FTAC asked staff to look into a 
potential sponsorship or scholarship program for a few local kids to participate in the game 
next year, if possible.  Staff will report back at this at a future meeting if this turns into a multi-
year event.     
 
6. Staff Report  
 
For the staff report, Mr. Vassen wanted to share a few of statistics.  The staff report is 
summarized here:  

• Financial Reports – At previous meetings, the FTAC asked for regular updates on the 
City’s financial reports. To begin, Mr. Vassen shared that the lodging tax was up 134% in 
March of 2021 when compared 2020, and up 33% from March 2019 (to compare to a 
non-pandemic year).  Year to date, the lodging tax is up 50%.  Mr. Vassen stated that 
this is very encouraging, especially considering, that the budget forecasted relatively flat 
revenues from last year.  Also of note, Mr. Vassen shared that the sales tax is up 13% 
this year (and up in retail trade and food and beverage-based businesses), and county 
sales tax was up 40% in March.   

• Trail Counts – Mr. Vassen also shared the updated 2020 trail and visitor counts for the 
Colorado National Monument, the BLM trailheads (Kokopelli, North Fruita Desert), and 
more.  All areas saw increases in visitors during last year.   

• Palisade Marketing Partnership – Finally, Mr. Vassen shared that the Town of Palisade 
Tourism Advisory Board recently reach out to him to apply for an upcoming grant 
through the Colorado Tourism Office.  The program is the Restart Destinations Program 
and provides for tourism destinations to participate in a one-day planning workshop to 
implement recovery focused projects.  Mr. Vassen stated that the grant application from 
Fruita and Palisade would be competitive, and if awarded, would help create a plan for 
the “bookends” marketing partnership.  The FTAC approved of moving forward with 
applying for the grant with the Town of Palisade.  To conclude on this, Mr. Vassen also 



 

 

shared that the Palisade Plunge is opening this weekend, and it is going to an incredible 
asset for the Grand Valley.    

 
7. Other Items  
 
There were no other items.   
 
8. Adjourn  
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:32 p.m.    



 
  
 AGENDA ITEM COVER SHEET 
 
 
 
TO:  FRUITA CITY COUNCIL AND MAYOR 
 
FROM:  PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
 
DATE:    JUNE 1, 2021         
 
RE: ORDINANCE 2021-14, FIRST READING – AN INTRODUCTION OF AN 

ORDINANCE ANNEXING APPROXIMATELY 15.17 ACRES OF 
PROPERTY LOCATED AT 1123 19 ROAD INTO THE CITY OF 
FRUITA FOR PUBLICATION OF PUBLIC HEARING ON JULY 6, 2021.  

 
(PATRON ANNEXATION, APPLICATION #2021-12) 

 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Fiddlers Grove, LLC, the owner of 1123 19 Road, has submitted an annexation application to 
the City of Fruita. The subject property contains approximately 15.17 acres and is located 
northwest of the intersection of 19 Road and Ottley Avenue (K Road) and east of the Brandon 
Estates Subdivision, and southeast of the newly constructed Monument Ridge Elementary 
School.  Currently, there is a single-family dwelling unit on the property.   
 
Staff has reviewed this annexation request and finds that the property meets current State 
Statutes for annexation including the required 1/6th contiguity with existing City limits and it is 
within the City's Urban Growth Boundary.  The City Council approved Resolution 2021-10 on 
April 20, 2021 which set the hearing date to determine the eligibility for this application. This 
Resolution is required by section 31-12-107 of the Colorado Revised Statutes.  
 
At their May 11, 2021 public meeting, the Planning Commission recommended approval of the 
annexation petition by a vote of 6-0 to the Fruita City Council after receiving public input.  
 
Conditions of said annexation include: 
 

1. Zoning of said property shall be established by future public hearing which will be held 
within ninety days (90) of the effective day of this ordinance. 

2. Ottley Avenue (K Road) to have a total of 35 feet from the section line. 
3. 19 Road to have a total of 50 feet from the section line.   
4. Dedication of a 14-foot multipurpose easement adjacent to all the right of way adjoining 

the subject property.  
 

 



Additional conditions may be placed on the annexation ordinance upon further review. 

FISCAL IMPACT 

Annexation of property requires that the city provide it with city services (such as police 
protection and sanitary sewer service).  The cost of providing services varies with each 
annexation.   

APPLICABILITY TO CITY GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 

The city’s primary goal is to protect the health, safety and welfare of the city’s residents.  
Annexation ensures that the city has some control over development which might otherwise 
occur outside the city limits and drain city resources and infrastructure.   

It appears that this annexation meets both state requirements and local requirements as 
identified in the Land Use Code.  The Land Use Code (along with other regulatory documents) 
implement the City’s goals and policies as outlined in the city’s Master Plan including the 
Fruita Community Plan. 

OPTIONS AVAILABLE TO COUNCIL 

1. Publish a synopsis of Ordinance 2021-14, An introduction of an Ordinance annexing
approximately 15.17 acres of property located at 1123 19 Road into the City of Fruita
for publication of public hearing on July 6, 2021.

2. Deny Ordinance 2021-14.

RECOMMENDATION 

It is the recommendation of staff that the Council by motion: 

PUBLISH A SYNOPSIS OF ORDINANCE 2021-14 ANNEXING 
APPROXIMATELY 15.17 ACRES OF PROPERTY LOCATED AT 1123 19 
ROAD INTO THE CITY OF FRUITA FOR PUBLICATION OF PUBLIC 
HEARING ON JULY 6, 2021. 



ORDINANCE 2021-14 
 

AN ORDINANCE ANNEXING APPROXIMATELY 15.17 ACRES OF PROPERTY LOCATED 
AT 1123 19 ROAD INTO THE CITY OF FRUITA 

 
 WHEREAS, the Fruita City Council finds that it is necessary to annex certain real property 
contiguous to the City of Fruita in order to:  
 
 1.  Promote the public health, safety, and welfare of the community;  
 
 2.  Insure efficient provision of municipal services and fair and equitable distribution of cost 

amongst those who use services provided by the community; and, 
 
 3.  Provide for orderly growth of the community; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council adopted a Resolution finding that the real property described and 
shown on Exhibit A is eligible for annexation pursuant to C.R.S. 31-12-104 and 105, stating their intent to 
annex same and initiating the annexation procedures. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
FRUITA COLORADO AS FOLLOWS: 
 
 
Section 1:  The Fruita City Council, having reviewed a properly constituted petition of all the owners of 
real property in the area proposed for annexation, hereby annexes the property as described and shown in 
Exhibit A, and the Fruita City limits are hereby modified to reflect said annexation. 
 
Section 2:  Conditions of said annexation include: 
 

1. Zoning of said property shall be established by future public hearing which will be held within 
ninety days (90) of the effective day of this ordinance. 

2. Ottley Avenue (K Road) to have a total of 35 feet from the section line. 
3. 19 Road to have a total of 50 feet from the section line.   
4. Dedication of a 14-foot multipurpose easement adjacent to all the right of way adjoining the 

subject property.  
 
 
 PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE FRUITA CITY COUNCIL, THIS 
 6TH DAY OF JULY 2021.  
 
 
 
ATTEST:  City of Fruita: 
 
 
 
__________________________  _____________________________ 
Margaret Sell, City Clerk   Joel Kincaid, Mayor 
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 AGENDA ITEM COVER SHEET 
 
 
 
TO:  FRUITA CITY COUNCIL AND MAYOR 
 
FROM:  PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
 
DATE:    JUNE 1, 2021        
 
RE: ORDINANCE 2021-15, FIRST READING – AN INTRODUCTION OF AN 

ORDINANCE AMENDING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP OF THE 
CITY OF FRUITA BY ZONING APPROXIMATELY 15.17 ACRES OF 
PROPERTY LOCATED AT 1123 19 ROAD TO A COMMUNITY 
RESIDENTIAL ZONE FOR PUBLICATION OF PUBLIC HEARING ON 
JULY 6, 2021. 

 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
This application consists of zoning approximately 15.17 acres of property located at 1123 19 
Road to a Community Residential (CR) Zone as supported in the Fruita Comprehensive Plan. 
The subject property is currently zoned Agricultural Forestry – Transition (AFT) within 
Unincorporated Mesa County.  
 
The property is located within the Urban Growth Boundary and is supported by the Future Land 
Use Map and the Fruita Comprehensive Plan to be incorporated into the City Limits.  
 
The property owner is requesting a Community Residential (CR) zone. The first step in the 
process to zone a property that is not in the city limits, is annexation. Once the subject property 
has been annexed into the City Limits, zoning the property must take place within 90 days. 
 
At their May 11, 2021 public meeting, the Fruita Planning Commission recommended approval 
of the zoning application by a vote of 6-0 to the Fruita City Council. 
 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
 
There is no fiscal impact to the City of Fruita for zoning property. 
 
 
APPLICABILITY TO CITY GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 
 
This property is within the Urban Growth Boundary and is recommended through the Future 
Land Use Map contained in the Fruita Comprehensive Plan (The City’s Master Plan) as being 

 



zoned Community Residential.  
 
OPTIONS AVAILABLE TO COUNCIL 
 

1. Publish a synopsis of Ordinance 2021-15, an Ordinance amending the official zoning 
map of the City of Fruita by zoning approximately 15.17 acres of property located at 
1123 19 Road to a Community Residential zone for publication of public hearing on 
July 6, 2021. 
 

2. Deny Ordinance 2021-15 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
It is the recommendation of staff that the Council by motion:  
 

PUBLISH A SYNOPSIS OF ORDINANCE 2021-15 AMENDING THE OFFICIAL 
ZONING MAP OF THE CITY OF FRUITA BY ZONING APPROXIMATELY 
15.17 ACRES OF PROPERTY LOCATED AT 1123 19 ROAD TO A 
COMMUNITY RESIDENTIAL ZONE FOR PUBLICATION OF PUBLIC 
HEARING ON JULY 6, 2021. 
 
 

 
 



ORDINANCE 2021-15 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP OF THE CITY OF 
FRUITA BY ZONING APPROXIMATELY 15.17 ACRES OF PROPERTY LOCATED 

AT 1123 19 ROAD TO A COMMUNITY RESIDENTIAL ZONE 
  

WHEREAS, the subject property is shown and described in attached Exhibit A which 
was recently annexed to the City of Fruita by Ordinance, and  

 
WHEREAS, newly annexed property must be zoned in accordance with applicable law, 

and  
 

WHEREAS, a public hearing will be held by the City Council on July 6, 2021, for the 
annexation and zoning request, and  
 

WHEREAS, the requested zone is consistent with the city's goals and policies including 
the city's Master Plan.  
 

WHEREAS, the requested zone meets the approval criteria of Section 17.13.060 of the 
Fruita Land Use Code that must be considered for an Amendment to the Official Zoning Map 
(rezone).  
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF FRUITA COLORADO AS FOLLOWS:  
 

THAT the Official Zoning Map adopted pursuant to Section 17.07.020 of the Fruita 
Land Use Code is hereby amended and that the subject property shown and described on the 
attached Exhibit A, containing approximately 15.17 acres, is hereby zoned Community 
Residential.  

 
PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE FRUITA CITY COUNCIL, THIS 

6TH DAY OF JULY 2021. 
 
 
 

ATTEST:  City of Fruita: 
 
 
 

__________________________  _____________________________ 
Margaret Sell, City Clerk   Joel Kincaid, Mayor 

 

 



Exhibit A to Ordinance 2021-XX 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Property Legal Description: 

 

E15AC OF SE4SE4 SEC 9 1N 2W EXC 30FT ON S FOR RD & ALSO INC E 10FT LOT 1 
PAULS MINOR SUB SD SEC 9 - 14.96 AC 
 



 
  
 AGENDA ITEM COVER SHEET 
 
 
 
TO:  FRUITA CITY COUNCIL AND MAYOR 
 
FROM:  PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
 
DATE:    JUNE 1, 2021                
 
RE: RESOLUTION 2021-15 - A RESOLUTION OF THE FRUITA CITY 

COUNCIL FINDING APPROXIMATELY 15.17 ACRES OF PROPERTY 
LOCATED AT 1123 19 ROAD ELIGIBLE TO BE ANNEXED INTO THE 
CITY OF FRUITA. 

 
(PATRON ANNEXATION, APPLICATION #2021-12) 

 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Fiddlers Grove, LLC, the owner of 1123 19 Road, has submitted an annexation application to 
the City of Fruita. The subject property contains approximately 15.17 acres and is located 
northwest of the intersection of 19 Road and Ottley Avenue (K Road) and east of the Brandon 
Estates Subdivision, and southeast of the newly constructed Monument Ridge Elementary 
School.  Currently, there is a single-family dwelling unit on the property.   
 
Staff has reviewed this annexation request and finds that the property meets current State 
Statutes for annexation including the required 1/6th contiguity with existing City limits and it is 
within the City's Urban Growth Boundary.  The City Council approved Resolution 2021-10 on 
April 20, 2021 which set the hearing date to determine the eligibility for this application. This 
Resolution is required by section 31-12-107 of the Colorado Revised Statutes.  
 
At their May 11, 2021 public meeting, the Planning Commission recommended approval of the 
annexation petition by a vote of 6-0 to the Fruita City Council after receiving public input.  
 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
 
Annexation of property requires that the city provide it with city services (such as police 
protection and sewer service).  The cost of providing services varies with each annexation. 
 
There will be services extended with this annexation. Conditions of approval are explained in 
the Staff Report. 
 
APPLICABILITY TO CITY GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 

 



  
The city’s primary goal is to protect the health, safety and welfare of the city’s residents.  
Annexation ensures that the city has some control over development which might otherwise occur 
outside the city limits and drain city resources and infrastructure.   
 
 
OPTIONS AVAILABLE TO COUNCIL 
 
1. Approve Resolution 2021-15 

 
2. Deny Resolution 2021-15 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
It is the recommendation of staff that the Council by motion: 
 

ADOPT RESOLUTION 2021-15 - A RESOLUTION OF THE FRUITA CITY 
COUNCIL FINDING APPROXIMATELY 15.17 ACRES OF PROPERTY 
LOCATED AT 1123 19 ROAD ELIGIBLE TO BE ANNEXED INTO THE CITY OF 
FRUITA. 
 

 
 



RESOLUTION 2021-15 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE FRUITA CITY COUNCIL FINDING APPROXIMATELY 
15.17 ACRES OF PROPERTY LOCATED AT 1123 19 ROAD ELIGIBLE TO BE 

ANNEXED INTO THE CITY OF FRUITA. 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Fruita has received a petition to annex property which is described and 
shown on the attached Exhibit A, and 
 
WHEREAS, the Planning Commission recommended approval of the annexation petition at 
their May 11, 2021 public meeting. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
FRUITA, COLORADO, THAT THE CITY COUNCIL FINDS AND DETERMINES: 
 
THAT a properly constituted petition signed by 100% of the owners of the real property 
described and shown on Exhibit A has been submitted to the City of Fruita and an election is not 
required under C.R.S. 31-12-107, and 
 
THAT the real property described on Exhibit A has at least 1/6 of its perimeter contiguous to 
existing city limits of the City of Fruita, and 
 
THAT annexation of the property complies with all pertinent requirements of C.R.S. 31-12-104, 
105 & 106 to be eligible for annexation, and   
 
THAT all special districts encompassing the subject property were noticed as required under 
C.R.S. 31-12-108, and 
 
THAT a notice of the public hearing was properly advertised having appeared once per week for 
four consecutive weeks in a local publication, and 
 
THAT the property shown and described on Exhibit A is eligible for annexation into the City of 
Fruita. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED BY THE FRUITA CITY COUNCIL, that based on the 
above findings, it is the intent of the City of Fruita to annex the real property described and 
shown in Exhibit A.  

 
PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE FRUITA CITY COUNCIL 

THIS 1ST DAY OF JUNE 2021. 
 

ATTEST:     City of Fruita 
 
______________________________ ____________________________________ 
Margaret Sell, City Clerk   Joel Kincaid, Mayor 
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 AGENDA ITEM COVER SHEET 
  
 
TO: 

 
 
FRUITA CITY COUNCIL AND MAYOR 

 
FROM: 

 
PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

 
DATE: 

 
JUNE 1, 2021 

 
RE: 

 
ROSE CREEK SUBDIVISION – PRELIMINARY PLAN.  

 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
This is a request for approval of a Preliminary Plan application to subdivide approximately 7.9 
acres of land into 36 single family detached residential lots in the Community Residential (CR) 
zone for an overall density of just under 5 dwelling units per acre.  
 
The subject property is located directly east of the Brandon Estates Subdivision. Lot sizes range 
between 6,000 – 9,300 square feet and access to the subdivision is proposed from existing street 
stubs of both Myers Lane and Powis Lane. The subdivision is proposing street stubs to continue 
access to the east property with both Myers and Powis Lane.  
 
At their May 11, 2021 public hearing, the Planning Commission recommended approval of this 
application with conditions to the City Council by a vote of 6-0.  
 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
 
This Preliminary Plan is a technical review of the subdivision. At this point, no fiscal impact is 
generated. If the subdivision is to proceed to construction, the fiscal impact would take place 
when the city takes over maintenance of the sewer and streets.  
  
APPLICABILITY TO CITY GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 
 
This Preliminary Plan meets a number of the goals and policies set forth in the Fruita In Motion: 
Plan Like a Local Comprehensive Plan (the City’s Master Plan). Specific details related to the 
Comprehensive Plan are contained in the Staff Report.  
 
OPTIONS AVAILABLE TO THE COUNCIL: 
 

1. Approve the proposed Rose Creek Subdivision Preliminary Plan. 
2. Approve the proposed Rose Creek Subdivision Preliminary Plan with conditions. 
3. Deny the proposed Rose Creek Subdivision Preliminary Plan. 

 

 



RECOMMENDATION: 
 
It is the recommendation of staff that the Council by motion: 
 

APPROVE THE PROPOSED ROSE CREEK SUBDIVISION PRELIMINARY 
PLAN WITH THE CONDITION THAT ALL REVIEW COMMENTS AND 
ISSUES IDENTIFIED BE ADEQUATELY RESOLVED WITH THE FINAL PLAT 
APPLICATION. 
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PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
STAFF REPORT 

MAY 11, 2021 
 
 

 
Application #: 2021-11 
Project Name: Rose Creek 
Application:  Preliminary Plan   
Representative: Vortex Engineering, Inc.   
Location: Lot 2 of the Skalla Minor Subdivision. Directly east of Brandon Estates 

Subdivision. Parcel #2697-094-79-002 
Zone:   Community Residential (CR) 
Request: This is a request for approval of a Preliminary Plan application to 

subdivide approximately 7.9 acres of land into 36 single-family detached 
residential lots. 

 
 
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 
 
This is a request for approval of a Preliminary Plan application to subdivide approximately 7.9 
acres of land into 36 single family detached residential lots in the Community Residential (CR) 
zone for an overall density of just under 5 dwelling units per acre. The subject property is located 
directly east of the Brandon Estates Subdivision. Lot sizes range between 6,000 – 9,300 square 
feet and access to the subdivision is proposed from existing street stubs of both Myers Lane and 
Powis Lane. The subdivision is proposing street stubs to continue access to the east property with 
both Myers and Powis Lane.  
 
 
 
SURROUNDING LAND USES AND ZONING: 
 
Single family residential uses exist on all sides of the subject property. Some surrounding 
properties are large and may contain small-scale agricultural types of uses in conjunction with 
residential.  
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ZONING MAP 
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2020 AERIAL PHOTO 
 

 
 

 
 
REVIEW OF APPLICABLE LAND USE CODE REQUIREMENTS: 
 
PRELIMINARY PLAN 
 
Section 17.15.070 (C) of the Land Use Code states that at a public hearing in accordance 
with Section 17.05.070, the Planning Commission shall evaluate the Preliminary Plan 
application according to the Sketch Plan criteria in Section 17.15.060(C) and also the 
following criteria:  
 
1. Adequate resolution of all review comments; and  



4 
 

 
As discussed below, it appears that review comments can be adequately resolved without 
a significant redesign of the proposed development.   This criterion can be met if all 
review comments are resolved with the Final Plat application.  

 
2.   Compliance with conditions of approval on the Sketch Plan, if any. 
 

No Sketch Plan application was submitted or required for this proposed development.  
This criterion does not apply. 

 
 
Section 17.15.060 (C) states, at a public hearing in accordance with Section 17.05.070, the 
Planning Commission shall evaluate the Sketch Plan application according to the following 
criteria: 
 
1. Conformance to the City of Fruita’s Master Plan, Land Use Code, Design Criteria 

and Construction Specifications Manual and other city policies and regulations; 
  

Conformance to the City of Fruita’s Master Plan: 
 

 The City of Fruita’s Master Plan, Fruita In Motion: Plan Like a Local, does support 
residential development in this area. The Future Land Use Map (FLUM) supports a 
Community Residential 4-8 density in this area. Based on the submittal the approximate 
gross density of the proposed Rose Creek Subdivision is just under 5 dwelling units per 
acre. 

  
 The Fruita In Motion Master Plan as stated above contains the Future Land Use Map and 

within Chapter 3 of the Plan calls out goals, policies and actions to achieve the Plan 
Themes. Goal #1 contained on page 36 states, “remain a ‘freestanding’ community within 
Mesa County, with distinct municipal boarders and a clear separation from other 
communities in the Grand Valley.” Because “A distinct border contributes to Fruita’s 
identity as a small town separate from other communities in the Grand Valley. An “edge” 
where one side is more developed, and the other side is more rural allows for a clear 
understanding of where development is appropriate and where agricultural lands, open 
space, and preservation are prioritized.” Staff believes this goal serves as direction for the 
public, Staff, appointed and elected officials in making decisions for growth on the City’s 
edges. In this case, the developed city edge is Brandon Estates with the Urban Growth 
Boundary supporting the edge to be extended to the west side of 19 Road. This proposed 
plan does meet this goal of creating a distinct city edge with the residential development 
potential moving to the east property along 19 Road.  

 
 Additionally, Goal #2 in Chapter 3 recommends to “prioritize infill development over 

development at the edge of the city limits.” Because “There is enough vacant and 
undeveloped land within the city limits and the UGB to absorb the growth that is 
projected over the next ten to twenty years. Development within the city boundary is less 
costly for both the developer and those providing infrastructure and services such as 
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sewer and roads.” Although this is not considered to be an infill type of development, this 
application is utilizing existing street stubs and proposing development within the Urban 
Growth Boundary (UGB). This proposed subdivision meets this goal because this goal 
includes development within the existing UGB. 

 
 
 Conformance to Land Use Code, Design Criteria and Construction Specifications 

Manual and other city policies and regulations: 
 

The property is zoned Community Residential (CR). The CR zone has a minimum lot 
size of 7,000 square feet for developments with the amount of density proposed. This 
application is proposing lot sizes between 6,000 – 9,300 square feet with an overall gross 
density of just under 5 dwelling units per acre. Nearly 56% of the lots within this 
subdivision are below the minimum (20 out of 36). This must be addressed with the Final 
Plat application.  
 
From the headgate report submitted (dated November 11, 2020), the property appears to 
have up to 10 irrigation shares allocated to it. This is based on the knowledge that the 
property was previously owned by Justin Skalla. The property was sold and subdivided 
into two lots (Skalla Minor Subdivision, Land Development Application 2020-17). The 
applicant and property owner understand that irrigation shares must be provided and that 
the Land Use Code requires that 1 – 1.5 irrigation shares be provided per irrigated acre. It 
should be noted that the City of Fruita does not maintain private irrigation systems, 
however, it is important to the City of Fruita that irrigation systems have the necessary 
capacity and function to adequately serve those who utilize this irrigation service. 

   
With some changes, the proposed development can be in conformance with the city's 
Master Plan, Land Use Code, and all other city policies and regulations based on the 
more technical responses as expressed in the Consolidated Review Comments included 
with the Staff Report. 

 
Review comments from the City Engineer, Planning & Development Department, Xcel 
Energy, Ute Water, Grand Valley Drainage District (GVDD), Lower Valley Fire District 
(LVFD) and others address technical issues within the development and are attached with 
this Staff Report. If these issues are adequately resolved with the Final Plat application, 
then this criterion can be met. 

 
2.   Compatibility with the area around the subject property in accordance with Section 

17.07.080; 
 

Section 17.07.080 of the Code states that for all land uses, “compatibility” is provided 
when a proposed land use can coexist with other existing uses in the vicinity without one 
use having a disproportionate or severe impact on the other use(s). The city decision-
making body may consider other uses existing and approved and may consider all 
potential impacts relative to what customarily occurs in the applicable zone and those 
which are foreseeable, given the range of land uses allowed in the zone. 
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There does not appear to be any portion or element within this subdivision that would be 
considered as being incompatible with surrounding land uses. Land uses in the 
Community Residential zone are mainly regulated are Home Occupation Businesses 
which is defined in the Land Use Code as follows, “A Home Occupation is a commercial 
or business use within a dwelling unit by the residents thereof, which is incidental or 
secondary to the principle use of the dwelling for residential purposes.”  

 
This criterion can be met.   
 

3.    Adequate provision of all required services and facilities (roads, bicycle and 
pedestrian facilities, parks, police protection, fire protection, domestic water, 
wastewater services, irrigation water, storm drainage facilities, etc.); 
 
It appears that most required services and facilities are available to the subject property 
and the proposed subdivision. However, there are a few required services and facilities 
that have not been incorporated into the subdivision. 

 
Adequate resolution of all review comments will contribute to this application meeting 
this criterion.  

 
  If all review comments and issues identified in this Staff Report are adequately resolved 

with the Final Plat application, this criterion can be met. 
 

 
4. Preservation of natural features and adequate environmental protection; and 

 
During the annexation of the subject property, there were concerns from neighboring 
property owners to the north about the potential visual impacts any proposed 
development might have. Staff believes that preservation of the natural features, mostly 
tall established trees, could serve as a buffer between this development and the existing 
properties to the north. Staff is strongly encouraging the preservation of any alive trees 
along the north side of this development.  
  
Any stormwater management issues must be addressed and sedimentation, weed, and 
dust controls will be required as part of the construction process.   

 
This criterion can be met.  
 

5. Ability to resolve all comments and recommendations from reviewers without a 
significant redesign of the proposed development. 
 
Although some redesign will be required in order to meet the minimum requirements of 
the Land Use Code and other city regulations, it does not appear that resolving concerns 
necessarily leads to a significant redesign of the development that would require another 
Preliminary Plan review.  It should be noted that if the subdivision were to be modified 
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for the original proposal, Section 17.05.090 of the Land Use Code allows for the 
Community Development Director (Planning & Development Director) to determine 
whether or not the modifications or amendments to the development are minor or major.  
 
If the modification or amendment is considered major, the application will go back to 
Planning Commission and City Council. A major modification would be one that 
increases the number of lots or dwelling units or proposes modifications to any of the 
street standards or other public improvement requirements. Lot layout, a decrease in 
residential lots, or an increase in the amount of open space could constitute a minor 
amendment or deviation.  
 
As mentioned before, review comments from the City Engineer, Planning & 
Development Department, Xcel Energy, Ute Water, Grand Valley Drainage District 
(GVDD), Lower Valley Fire District (LVFD) and others address technical issues within 
the development and are attached with this Staff Report. If these issues are adequately 
resolved with the Final Plat application, then this criterion can be met. 

 
 
Based on this information, the approval criteria that must be considered for Preliminary Plan 
applications either have been met or can be met if all review comments and issues identified in 
this Staff Report are adequately resolved with the Final Plat application.   
 
 
 
LEGAL NOTICE: 
 
 

Y N  DATE 
Postcards ☒ ☐ 4/22/2021 
Paper  ☒ ☐ 4/22/2021 
Property ☒ ☐ 4/21/2021 
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
The Fruita Planning Commission will hold a VIRTUAL public hearing Tuesday, May 11, 2021 at 6:00 p.m. This meeting may be 
held in person subject to public health orders or by City Council direction. Details on how to access this meeting will be found at 
www.fruita.org. If the meeting is held in person, the virtual link will remain open for public participation. The following item will be 
presented at the public hearings. The Planning Commission will formulate a recommendation, which will be forwarded to the Fruita 
City Council.  If the item listed below is acted on by the Planning Commission, the Fruita City Council will hold a public hearing on 
this same item on Tuesday, June 1, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. Please check www.fruita.org for more details.  If you have an interest on 
the item please call 858-0786 or come to the Planning & Development Department office located at 325 E. Aspen Avenue to review 
the information in the file. Your appearance at both hearings is encouraged to ensure your concerns are accurately represented or 
you can write a letter outlining your concerns and submit it to the Planning & Development Department.   
 
Application #  2021-11 
Application Name                   Rose Creek Preliminary Plan 
Application Type                   Preliminary Plan 
Location   Parcel North of 1892 K Road 
Parcel #   2697-094-79-002  
Current Zone                   Community Residential (CR) 
Description This is a request for approval of a Preliminary Plan for a 36-lot subdivision on approximately 7.95 acres. 
Physically disadvantaged persons who wish to obtain information or need assistance in attending the Public Hearing, may call (970) 
858-0786, the hearing impaired may call Relay Colorado at 1-800-659-2656, or visit our website:  www.fruita.org 

 
 
 
 
REVIEW COMMENTS: 
 
All review comments received are included with this Staff Report.  All review comments must 
be adequately resolved with the Final Plat application.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
 
No written public comments have been received by Staff at the time this Staff Report was 
published.  
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  
 
Staff recommends approval of application 2021-11, Rose Creek Preliminary Plan, with the 
condition that all review comments and all issues identified in the Staff Report are adequately 
resolved with the Final Plat application.  
 
 
FRUITA PLANNING COMMISSION:  MAY 11, 2021 
FRUITA CITY COUNCIL:  JUNE 1, 2021 
 
 

http://www.fruita.org/


Planning & Development Department  
Review Comments – Round 1 

May 3, 2021 
 

Application Type: Preliminary Plan 
Application Name: Rose Creek Subdivision 
Application Number: 2021-11 
Location: Lot 2 of the Skalla Minor Subdivision 
Current Zone: Community Residential (CR) 
 

• Pre-Application meeting: 2/3/2021 
• Application submitted: 2/19/2021 
• Letter of acceptance: 4/8/2021 
• Application sent out for review: 3/26/2021 
• Legal Notice –  

o Paper – 4/22/2021; Postcards – 4/22/2021; Sign – 4/21/2021 
• Planning Commission: 5/11/2021 
• City Council: 6/1/2021 

 

Description: This is a request for approval of a Preliminary Plan application for the development 
of 36 single family detached lots over approximately 7.9 acres located in the Community 
Residential (CR) zone. 

 

General: 

1. Project narrative states 37 lot subdivision, the plans submitted show 36 lots. 
2. Access standards for the shared driveways are set forth in Section 17.43.050 (C) 1 & 2. 
3. The responses to Comments from the Skalla Minor Subdivision dated January 22, 2021 

represent improvements to Ottley Avenue and the extension of sewer to Lot 1 of the 
Skalla Minor Subdivision. This was not included in this submittal. Please provide 
information on how this is going to be completed. 

4. Tract C must be landscaped in accordance with Section 17.07.070 (I)(2). Drought tolerant 
landscaping in encouraged. 

5. Preservation of the trees on the north boarder (Lots 1-7) is strongly encouraged where 
applicable. This could act as a natural buffer between these new homes and existing 
homes to the north. 

6. The CCR’s should take a position on Short-Term Rentals.  
7. Section 21 in the CCR’s state that the association has 20 irrigation shares, is this accurate 

or a typo? 



8. The minimum lot size in Community Residential is 7,000 square feet. Lots 8, 9, 10, 11, 
20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, and 36 are all below the 
minimum. See Section 17.07.014 (B) below for reference.  

 

DENSITY AND DIMENSIONAL STANDARDS TABLE 

ZONE 
DISTRICT 

MAX RES. 
DENSITY 

(GROSS) (A) 

MIN LOT 
AREA (B) 

MIN FRONT/ 
STREET YARD (C) 

MIN SIDE 
YARD (D) 

MIN 
REAR 

YARD (E) 

MAX 
STRUCTUR
E HEIGHT 

(F) 

MAX LOT 
COVERAGE 

(G) 

Community 
Residential 

(CR)** 

6 DU/acre by 
right 

 
8 DU/acre thru 
Density Bonus 

For properties 
with up to 6 

DU/acre: 7,000 
sq ft 

 
For properties 

with 7 to 8 
DU/acre: 3,500 

sq ft 

15 feet for properties 
with alley loaded 

garages  
 

25 feet for all facades 
with a garage 

opening facing the 
street 

 
20 feet for elevations 

other than garage 
opening 

16 feet total 

5 feet for 
primary 

structures 

3 feet for 
accessory 
structures 

except 0’ where 
common wall or 

zero-lot line 
dev. allowed 

15 feet for 
primary 

structures 
 

3 feet for 
accessory 
structures 

35 feet for 
primary 

structures 
 

16 feet for 
accessory 
structures 

60% 

 

 

Dedication: 

1. Dedicate all water shares – recording information to be written on Plat. 
2. Tracts A, B, C – recording information to be written on Plat. 
3. Easements – recording information to be written on Plat. 
4. Water shares (2) dedicated to Lot 1 of the Skalla Minor Subdivision – as stated in the 

project narrative. 

 

Recording: 

1. A Composite Site Plan is required to be recorded. 
2. A surveyors certificate is required. This is received by the County Surveyor upon 

satisfactory review of the Plat. 
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PROJECT: Rose Creek Subdivision – Preliminary Plan 
       
Petitioner: Fiddlers GJ, LLC, John Davis 
  Vortex Engineering & Architecture, Inc.  Robert Jones 
 
Reviewer:  Sam Atkins 
 
Date: May 5,2021 
 
REVIEW TYPE:   Minor Subdivision     X  Major Subdivision - Preliminary Plan   
(Check One)    Lot Line Adjustment   Final Plat  
     Site Design Review     Conditional Use Permit   
     Other: Public Purpose Subdivision 
  
 
REVIEW COMMENTS 
 

1. General:  This application is for a residential subdivision for 37 single family dwelling units on 7.8 
acres located at parcel number 2697-094-79-002. 
 

2. Site Plan: 
a. Remove the 25 MPH speed limit signage. 
b. Do not show easements passing through the right of way. 
c. May need to add no outlet at both Myers and Powis after Rose Petal Road. 
d. At tee intersections, provide 1 curb ramp on the through leg curb and gutter.  Place such that it 

minimizes conflict with a future driveway location. 
 

3. Grading   
a. There are ridge lines along lots 30,31, 33, 34, and 35 but there is no defined change in the 

contours.  
b. What is the outlet device for the detention pond? 
c. How does runoff enter the pond? 
d. The grading notes show contact names as ####. 
e. May need to add no outlet at both Myers and Powis after Rose Petal Road. 
f. At tee intersections, provide 1 curb ramp on the through leg curb and gutter.  Place such that it 

minimizes conflict with a future driveway location. 
g. Now that I have reviewed further into the construction drawings, the inlet and storm drain piping 

shows up.  It should be located on the grading plan as well. 
 

4. Street Plan and Profiles: 
a. There are missing VPI and/or vertical curve data on the profiles. 
b. There are callouts in the profiles that point to a location below the profile line that I am not sure 

what are. 
 

5. Irrigation: 
a. I see a layout, but there is no irrigation design report. 
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b. You indicate this is a pressurized irrigation system that is connecting to Brandon Estates.  
You will have to demonstrate:  

i. Brandon Estates will enter an agreement to accept this subdivision on their system. 
ii. Their system has the capacity to add this services area. 

 
 

6. Sewer Plan and Profiles: 
a. Call out the sewer service stationing. 
b. All services should be installed perpendicular to the main unless in a curve or cul-de-sac for 

future locating purposes. 
 

7. Stormwater Plan and Profiles: 
a. There is some confusion as to which inlet is double and which is single.  The graphics are 

opposite the callouts. 
b. Show other utilities in your profiles to ensure there are no conflicts. 
c. Show HGL in profiles. 

 
8. Drainage Report: 

a. There is some confusion as to which inlet is double and which is single.  The graphics are 
opposite the callouts. 

b. Show other utilities in your profiles to ensure there are no conflicts. 
c. If the 4560 is the top of pond excluding the 1-ft freeboard, you are proposing slightly less 

than the required volume as calculated.  Later it shows in the outlet detail a 10-year water 
surface of 4560.05.  Show this in your volume calculation to verify volume.  Additionally, if 
your volume is so close in design, you may not be able to construct this that accurately so 
you will have a hard time getting the as-builts to show you have the design volume. 

d. The outlet detail and profiles of the outlet pipe should be shown in the construction drawings 
as well as the drainage report. 

e. Dimension the offset to the property line for the storm drain south of the subdivision to 
Ottley Ave. 

 
 
Engineering recommends approval of this Preliminary Subdivision Plan upon adequately addressing these 
review comments. 

 



2021-11 Rose Creek Preliminary Plan                             
Consolidated Review Comments 

Grand Valley Drainage District 

The District has reviewed the documents for Rose Creek Subdivision. The District will require a 
Discharge License for the detention pond the outfalls int the K Road Drain. The District understands that 
the developer is intending to convey the pond discharge by way of a 15in RCP pipe and new MH’s with 
the final run of pipe being a new crossing on K Rd. tying into a new MH to be installed by them on the K 
Road Drain. The existing crossing evidently ties into the K Road Drain without a MH, and this tailpipe 
will need to be retained. Therefore, the District will need to review these details in the next set of civil 
plans. 

Lower Valley Fire District 

Review comments:2021-11 Rose Creek  

Install a fire hydrant between lots 15 & 16 to provide shared drive lots to be within 250 feet of a hydrant. 

Locate fire hydrants on Rose Petal intersections closer to Powis and Meyers. 

Mesa County Building Department 

MCBD has no objections to this project. 

A copy of the soil report, drainage plan and a TOF must be delivered to our office in paper form. 

Mesa County Planning Department 

Thank you for the opportunity to review this proposal. However, at this time Mesa County Planning does 
not have any comments. 

Xcel Energy 

Xcel has no objections; however the Developer needs to be aware that at the time of submitting an 
application with Xcel the following will be required and could happen: 

1. Accurate BTU loads for the new homes will be required. 

2. If determined by area engineer that reinforcement is needed to Xcel's gas main to support added loads 
from subdivision, said reinforcement will be at Developers expense. 

3. Reinforcement costs are required to be paid prior to installation. 

4. Tariff changes have taken effect as of 10/1/2019 affecting the cost of subdivision lots averaging less 
than 60'. They will have a standard cost per lot. 

Completion of this City/County review approval process does not constitute an application with Xcel 
Energy for utility installation. Applicant will need to contact Xcel Energy’s Builder’s Call 
Line/Engineering Department to request a formal design for the project. A full set of plans, contractor, 



and legal owner information is required prior to starting any part of the construction. Failure to provide 
required information prior to construction start will result in delays providing utility services to your 
project. Acceptable meter and/or equipment locations will be determined by Xcel Energy as a part of the 
design process. Additional easements may be required depending on final utility design and layout. 
Engineering and Construction lead times will vary depending on workloads and material availability. 
Relocation and/or removal of existing facilities will be made at the applicant’s expense and are also 
subject to lead times referred to above. All Current and future Xcel Energy facilities’ must be granted 
easement. 

 

 

 

 

 





  
 

 
 

 
CIVIL & CONSULTING ENGINEERS * ARCHITECTURE * CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT * PROJECT ENGINEERS * PLANNING & PERMIT EXPEDITING 

861 Rood Avenue, Grand Junction, CO 81501   (970) 245-9051   (970) 245-7639 fax   www.vortexeng.us 

   
 Project Report 

for 
Rose Creek Subdivision 
Preliminary-Final Plan 

 
 
 
 

Date:   February 18, 2021 
 
 

Prepared by:  Stephen E. Swindell, P.E. 
    Vortex Engineering and Architecture, Inc. 
    861 Rood Avenue 
    Grand Junction, CO 81501 
    (970) 245-9051 
    VEAI# F20-070 
 
 

Submitted to:  City of Fruita 
    325 E. Aspen Avenue 
    Fruita, CO  81521 
 
 

Type of Design: Major Subdivision: Preliminary-Final Plan  
 
 

Property Owner: Fiddlers Grove, LLC 
    1023 24 Road 
    Grand Junction, CO  81505 
 
 

Property Address: Parcel north of 1892 K Road 
    Fruita, CO  81521 
 
 

Tax Parcel No: 2697-094-12-003 (portion of) 
 

 



2 | P a g e  
 

 
1. Project Intent   

 
This application is made to request approval of the Preliminary-Final Plan for property annexed 
into the City on January 5, 2021.  The applicant’s intent is to construct a subdivision in a manner 
that is consistent with the goals and policies of the recently adopted Fruita Comprehensive Plan 
and the CR zone district. 

 
2. Project Description 

 
The subject property is approximately 7.9 acres, located north of 1892 K Road and east of 
Brandon Estates at the end of Myers Lane and Powis Lane.  The property was zoned CR 
(Community Residential) on January 5, 2021 by City Council upon annexation into the City limits. 
 
The applicant is requesting Preliminary-Final Plan approval for a 37-lot subdivision for single-
family homes.  Internal streets will be constructed as urban residential streets with a 44’ right-of-
way and will extend to the eastern property line for future access to the vacant property on the 
east property line.   
 
The density of the proposed Rose Creek subdivision is 4.6 dwelling units per acre which is at the 
bottom of the density range anticipated by the City’s Comprehensive Plan but is compatible with 
adjacent single-family development. 
 
The subject property is shown on the aerial map below. 
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Legal Description  
The legal description of the 7.9-acre parcel is: 
 
Lot 2, Skalla Minor Subdivision, Situated in the SE1/4SE1/4 of Section 9, Township 1 North, 
Range 2 West, Ute Meridian, City of Fruita, Mesa County, Colorado.  
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3. Public Notice 

 
Public notice for this application will be provided in accordance with the Fruita Land Use Code, 
including posting the subject property on public rights-of-way. 

  
 

4. Comprehensive Plan 
 
The recently adopted Fruita Comprehensive Plan contains several goals, policies and key 
themes to achieve the vision of the Plan.  The Comprehensive Plan is the City’s guiding 
document towards land use and other community development decisions.  The goals, policies, 
and actions of the plan are intended to support and preserve the community values. Based on 
these values, the following key themes emerged: 
 
Efficient Development- 
The City of Fruita encourages infill over sprawl and development within the existing city limits 
and Urban Growth Boundary (UGB). Efficient development reduces the demand for 
infrastructure and city services, supports community connectivity, and encourages a thriving 
downtown core. 
 
Response:  The property was recently annexed into the City and is within the Urban Growth 
Boundary.  Annexation and eventual development of this property is consistent with this goal as 
it will allow development that is more efficient than sprawling development farther away from 
existing City infrastructure.  The resulting development will be more compact, urban development 
as anticipated by the City’s new Comprehensive Plan. 
 
A key finding of Chapter Two, Community Snapshot, of the Comprehensive Plan stated that 
housing growth in Mesa County is accelerating, but Fruita’s housing stock is growing relatively 
slowly. Grand Junction issued an average of 280 new construction building permits annually from 
2010 to 2018. In 2018, there were nearly 500 new housing starts there. In Unincorporated Mesa 
County, there were nearly 200 new housing starts annually during this time period and nearly 
300 in 2018. In contrast, Fruita has issued an average of 62 new construction building permits 
per year, with 95 in 2018. 
 
Development of this property will support efficient, compact development in the City and provide 
needed housing for City residents. 
 
Community First, Tourism Second- 
The City of Fruita prioritizes its residents and provides them a high quality of life. Tourists are 
attracted to Fruita for this and the opportunity to “play like a local.” 
 
Response:  Annexation of the subject property was the first step in positioning the property for 
future residential development within the City limits.  The City’s Comprehensive Plan has 
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identified a need to increase Fruita’s housing stock.  The residential development of the subject 
property will support the community by providing needed housing for City residents to live and 
work in Fruita which supports this goal of the Comprehensive Plan.   
 
A Thriving Downtown- 
The City of Fruita supports a thriving downtown with strong local businesses, an inviting 
streetscape, and events and places that encourage the community to gather. Flexible design 
standards support creative uses of downtown spaces, and higher-than-existing surrounding 
residential densities creates a variety of housing units and types for residents to frequent 
businesses. 
 
Response:  The applicant’s intent is to develop a residential subdivision that meets the density 
anticipated by the Comprehensive Plan’s new land use classification of Residential 4-8 dwelling 
units per acre which supports this goal of the Comprehensive Plan. 
 
The Comprehensive Plan’s Future Land Use Map shows the subject property as Residential 4-
8 dwelling units per acre.  Based on the City’s intent to encourage infill and discourage sprawl, 
the applicant requested annexation with the intent to provide future development at a density 
that is consistent with the future land use classification.  New development will likely occur at 
higher-than-existing residential densities.  Providing needed housing will allow City residents to 
live and work in Fruita as well as supporting existing businesses in the downtown area. 
 
Connectivity- 
It is easy for vehicles, cyclists, and pedestrians to get around Fruita and to visit local destinations. 
The City of Fruita offers a safe, intuitive, and well connected on- and off-street trail network for 
pedestrians and cyclists. 
 
Response:  The proposed development will include sidewalks and pedestrian trails (where 
applicable) to extend the City’s existing transportation network.  Extending pedestrian and bicycle 
facilities (even if only on public streets) will enhance the City’s multi-modal network and help the 
City achieve this goal. 
 
Strategic Economic Development- 
Fruita’s approach to economic development focuses on expanding existing businesses while 
also making Fruita an attractive place to live and do business. Rather than compete with Grand 
Junction, Fruita is strategic in recruiting businesses that are well-suited for the Fruita community. 
 
Response:  Development of the subject property will provide more opportunity for housing that 
supports local businesses and their employees to be able to live within the City limits.  Creating 
additional housing units will enable Fruita to provide a community where residents can live and 
work and lessen the impact of being a “bedroom community” for neighboring communities where 
Fruita residents travel to work. 
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Development with the CR zone district, which is designed to implement the new land use 
classification of Residential 4-8 dwelling units per acre, will help achieve the goals and vision of 
the recently adopted Comprehensive Plan. 
 

 
5. Zoning and Surrounding Areas 

 
The property was zoned to CR, Community Residential, on January 5, 2021 upon annexation 
into the City of Fruita. The purpose of the CR zone is to allow for moderate density detached 
single-family residential neighborhoods with the inclusion of other housing types such as 
attached dwelling units (e.g. apartments and townhouses). 
 
The City of Fruita is currently updating the CR zone district to implement the new Comprehensive 
Plan Future Land Use Map designation of Residential 4-8 dwelling units per acre.  The current 
zoning is consistent with and supports the Comprehensive Plan’s Future Land Use Map 
classification of Residential 4-8 dwelling units per acre and will help the City achieve its goal for 
infill and higher urban density within the City. 
 
Surrounding area zoning and land uses include: 
 North – Mesa County AFT with single family residential and agricultural land uses 
 South – City of Fruita CR with single family land use 

West – City of Fruita Planned Development (PD) with single family residential land uses  
East – Mesa County AFT with agricultural land use 

SITE 
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6. Access, Traffic and Circulation 

 
Access is provided through the extension of Myers Lane and Powis Lane, two existing public 
streets from the Brandon Estates subdivision.  Both of the streets will be extended to the eastern 
property line to provide access for future development of the vacant lot on the eastern side of 
the subdivision.  Internal streets will be constructed as urban residential streets with a 44’ right-
of-way.   
 
There is a north-south street that will also be constructed as an urban residential street and two 
private drives.  The private drives will be located in tracts that will be owned and maintained by 
the HOA.  Private drives shall be constructed to Fruita specifications and standards.  
 
 

7. Geotechnical Investigation 
 
The Geotechnical and Geologic Hazards Investigation dated January 6, 2021 was conducted by 
Huddleston-Berry Engineering and Testing, LLC (HBET) has been included with this application.  
The field study consisted of five test pits, excavated on November 19, 2020.  The test pits 
generally encountered native sand and silt soils with clay layers. Groundwater was not 
encountered in the subsurface at the time of the investigation. The native sand and silt soils are 
non-plastic and are anticipated to be slightly collapsible. The native clay soils are slightly plastic 
and slightly expansive. Although no geologic hazards were identified which would preclude 
development of this property, moisture sensitive soils were encountered during the subsurface 

County 
AFT 
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investigation and these materials may impact the design and construction of foundations, 
pavements, etc. The report makes recommendations for both foundations and pavement. 
 
Based upon the available data sources, field investigation and nature of the proposed 
construction, the HBET engineer does not believe that there are any geologic conditions which 
should preclude subdivision or development of the site. However, foundations, pavements, and 
earthwork will have to consider the impacts of moisture sensitive soils at the site.  See the report 
for specific information on the field work, recommendations and lab results. 
 
 

8. Utility Providers 
 

All required and necessary utilities shall be provided concurrent with development of the subject 
property.  Utility providers for the development have the capacity and willingness to serve the 
development.  Public facilities such as medical, schools, parks and public safety are available to 
serve development on this site within 1-2 miles. 
 
Utility providers for the site are as follows: 
 Sewer: City of Fruita 
 Water: Ute Water Conservation District 
 Drainage: Grand Valley Drainage District 
 Electric: Xcel Energy 

Irrigation: Grand Valley Irrigation Company 
 

All utilities shall be constructed to meet the service providers specifications.  See the Utility plan 
sheet for specific details. 

 
 

9. Drainage, Stormwater Management and Irrigation Water 
 

The topography of the site is generally flat with a high point of 4566’ at the northeastern corner 
of the property and a low point of 4560 at the southwestern corner. 
 
Drainage will follow this slope from north to south, with a detention pond in the southwestern 
corner.  The pond will outfall through a culvert in an existing easement within the property 
immediately south, then tie-in to an existing storm manhole in K Road. 
 
The property has approximately 10 shares of irrigation water.  There is a 10” PVC main on the 
northern property line that runs from the west side of the property to the east side.  As part of the 
subdivision process, a 4” irrigation line will be installed along the eastern property line from the 
10” line down to the new lot at the southern end to provide irrigation water to the existing house 
(1892 K Road).  Approximately 2 irrigation water shares will be conveyed to the new lot with the 
existing house at the time of the minor subdivision. 
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10. Wetlands and Floodplain 
 
There are no known wetlands or floodplains associated with the subject property.  The property 
is located on FEMA Panel 0437F.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11. Approval Criteria 

 
Section 17.15.060, Sketch Plan approval criteria: 
At a public hearing in accordance with Section 17.05.070, the Planning Commission shall 
evaluate the Sketch Plan application according to the following criteria:  
 

1. Conformance to the City of Fruita’s Master Plan, Land Use Code, Design Criteria and 
Construction Specifications Manual and other city policies and regulations.  
Response: The design, plans and supporting reports and analyses have been prepared 
in accordance with Fruita’s Comprehensive Plan, Land Use Code, Design Criteria and 
Construction Specifications Manual.  All review comments will be addressed and 
resolved through the review and approval process to ensure that the construction plans 
and plat for the proposed subdivision will be in accordance with Fruita’s design and 
development regulations. 
This criterion can be met. 
 
2. Compatibility with the area around the subject property in accordance with Section 
17.07.080.  
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Response: Section 17.07.080 states “the purpose of this Section is to provide a fair and 
consistent manner in which to consider compatibility within the overall context of the 
Fruita Master Plan, existing adjacent land uses, applicable zoning district requirements, 
and other city codes and regulations. Nothing in this Section shall prevent the City of 
Fruita from denying a land use application based on relevant Code requirements or taking 
enforcement action against a property owner where a nuisance or other Code violation 
occurs.  
 
For all land uses, “compatibility” is provided when a proposed land use can coexist with 
other existing uses in the vicinity without one use having a disproportionate or severe 
impact on the other use(s). The city decision-making body may consider other uses 
existing and approved and may consider all potential impacts relative to what customarily 
occurs in the applicable zone and those which are foreseeable, given the range of land 
uses allowed in the zone. The review authority may require conditions of approval to 
promote compatibility between uses.” 
 
The proposed Rose Creek subdivision has been designed in accordance with all Fruita 
development regulations and specifications; any potentially negative impacts have been 
mitigated through the design process through compliance with the bulk standards of the 
CR zone.  The Comprehensive Plan’s Future Lane Use Map anticipates residential 
development above the density proposed by Rose Creek subdivision; therefore the 
proposed development will be compatible with surrounding development because the 
Comprehensive Plan shows that 4-8 dwelling units per acre is compatible residential 
density. 
This criterion has been met. 
 
3. Adequate provision of all required services and facilities (roads, bicycle and pedestrian 
facilities, parks, police protection, fire protection, domestic water, wastewater services, 
irrigation water, storm drainage facilities, etc.).  
Response:  All necessary and required utilities and municipal services shall be provided 
with the proposed Rose Creek subdivision.  Municipal services such as sewer, police 
service and stormwater facilities shall be provided by Fruita.  Domestic water is available 
through Ute Water Conservation District and fire protection shall be provided by the 
Lower Valley Fire District.   
This criterion can be met. 
 
4. Preservation of natural features and adequate environmental protection; and  
Response:  There are no natural features shall as a stream or wash on the property.  
The property has been used for agricultural purposes in recent years; therefore, most of 
the site has been in cultivation. 
This criterion is not applicable. 
 
5. Ability to resolve all comments and recommendations from reviewers without a 
significant redesign of the proposed development. 
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Response:  The proposed Rose Creek subdivision has been designed in accordance 
with the anticipated type of housing and density of the Comprehensive Plan, the bulk 
standards of the CR zone district and the design specifications of Fruita’s development 
regulations.  Plans will be revised as needed in response to review comments from review 
agencies and city staff. 
This criterion can be met. 
 

 
Section 17.15.070(C), Preliminary-Final Plan approval criteria: 
At a public hearing in accordance with Section 17.05.070, the Planning Commission shall 
evaluate the Preliminary-Final Plan application according to the Sketch Plan criteria in Section 
17.15.060(C) and also the following criteria:  
 

1. Adequate resolution of all review comments; and  
Response: All review comments shall be resolved through the review process of the 
applicants’ request for approval of the Preliminary-Final Plan for the proposed Rose 
Creek subdivision. 
This criterion can be met. 
 

2. Compliance with conditions of approval on the Sketch Plan, if any. 
Response:  As permitted by the Fruita Land Use Code, the applicants have 
requested approval for the Preliminary-Final Plan rather than prepare a Sketch Plan. 
This criterion is not applicable. 
 

 
Section 17.17.080, Land Use Compatibility Criteria, states that the purpose of this Section is to 
provide a fair and consistent manner in which to consider compatibility within the overall context 
of the Fruita Master Plan, existing adjacent land uses, applicable zoning district requirements, 
and other city codes and regulations. Nothing in this Section shall prevent the City of Fruita from 
denying a land use application based on relevant Code requirements or taking enforcement 
action against a property owner where a nuisance or other Code violation occurs.  
 
For all land uses, “compatibility” is provided when a proposed land use can coexist with other 
existing uses in the vicinity without one use having a disproportionate or severe impact on the 
other use(s). The city decision-making body may consider other uses existing and approved and 
may consider all potential impacts relative to what customarily occurs in the applicable zone and 
those which are foreseeable, given the range of land uses allowed in the zone. The review 
authority may require conditions of approval to promote compatibility between uses. 
 
Response:  The applicant requested the CR zone district as part of the annexation and zoning 
process in order to meet the density requirements of the Comprehensive Plan’s Residential 4-8 
dwelling units per acre land use classification for the subject property.   
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The City recently assigned the Residential 4-8 dwelling units per acre land use classification with 
adoption of the Comprehensive Plan’s Future Land Use Map with the intention of encouraging 
infill, more urban density and to discourage sprawl.  The proposed development is consistent 
with the Plan’s goal of achieving higher residential density. 
 
In assigning the Residential 4-8 dwelling units per acre land use classification, the City has 
demonstrated that residential development within this range will be considered compatible with 
existing residential development that has the same land use classification.  This land use 
classification is being used to implement the City’s goal of achieving more urban density and infill 
development within the City limits. 
 

12. Conclusion 
 

After demonstrating how the proposed Rose Creek Subdivision meets the goals and objectives 
of the Comprehensive Plan, the Fruita Land Use Code and other city development regulations, 
the applicant respectfully requests approval of the Preliminary-Final Plan. 
 

13. Limitations/Restrictions 
 

This report is a site-specific report and is applicable only for the client for whom our work was 
performed.  The review and use of this report by City of Fruita, affiliates, and review agencies is 
fully permitted and requires no other form of authorization.  Use of this report under other 
circumstances is not an appropriate application of this document.  This report is a product of 
Vortex Engineering, Inc. and is to be taken in its entirety.  Excerpts from this report when taken 
out of context may not convey the true intent of the report.  It is the owner’s and owner’s agent’s 
responsibility to read this report and become familiar with recommendations and findings 
contained herein.  Should any discrepancies be found, they must be reported to the preparing 
engineer within 5 days. 

The recommendations and findings outlined in this report are based on: 1) The site visit and 
discussion with the owner, 2) the site conditions disclosed at the specific time of the site 
investigation of reference, 3) various conversations with planners and utility companies, and 4) a 
general review of the zoning and transportation manuals.  Vortex Engineering, Inc. assumes no 
liability for the accuracy or completeness of information furnished by the client or 
municipality/agency personnel.  Site conditions are subject to external environmental effects and 
may change over time.  Use of this report under different site conditions is inappropriate.  If it 
becomes apparent that current site conditions vary from those reported, the design engineering 
should be contacted to develop any required report modifications.  Vortex Engineering, Inc. is not 
responsible and accepts no liability for any variation of assumed information. 

Vortex Engineering, Inc. represents this report has been prepared within the limits prescribed by 
the owner and in accordance with the current accepted practice of the civil engineering profession 
in the area.  No warranty or representation either expressed or implied is included or intended in 
this report or in any of our contracts. 
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GENERAL NOTES:

ACCEPTED FOR CONSTRUCTION FOR ONE YEAR FROM THIS DATE

NORMAN H.
SCHULTHIES FAMILY

TRUST
REC. NO. 2442024

LOT 4
BRANDON ESTATES

FILING II
REC. NO. 2441486

LOT 5
BRANDON ESTATES

FILING II
REC. NO. 2441486

LOT 10
BRANDON ESTATES FILING

II
REC. NO. 2441486

LOT 11
BRANDON ESTATES FILING

II
REC. NO. 2441486

LOT 16
BRANDON ESTATES FILING

II
REC. NO. 2441486

LOT 17
BRANDON ESTATES FILING

II
REC. NO. 2441486

LOT 24
BRANDON ESTATES

FILING II
REC. NO. 2441486

LOT 25
BRANDON ESTATES FILING

II
REC. NO. 2441486

LOT 1
SKALLA MINOR
SUBDIVISION

REC. NO. XXXXXXX

LOT 5
HARTZ SUBDIVISION

REC. NO. 1907705

LOT 4
HARTZ SUBDIVISION

REC. NO. 1907705

PROJECT BENCHMARK

PROPOSED LAND USE TABLE

POWIS LANE

MYERS LANE

SOILS NOTES:

PAVEMENT SECTION
N.T.S.

URBAN RESIDENTIAL STREET
N.T.S.

SHARED DRIVEWAY
N.T.S.

SIGN SCHEDULE
STOP SIGN (30"x30") & 
D3-1 STREET SIGN COMBINED

25 MPH SPEED LIMIT SIGN R2-1

"RED DIAMOND"  TYPE 4 OBJECT MARKER
OM4-2

CONSTRUCTION NOTES:

SEE DETAIL ON SHEET C3.0
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AGENDA ITEM COVER SHEET 

 
 
TO: 

 
FRUITA CITY COUNCIL AND MAYOR 

 
FROM: 

 
DEBRA WOODS, DEPUTY CITY CLERK 

 
DATE: 

 
JUNE 1, 2021  

 
RE: 

 

 

 
NEW LIQUOR LICENSE APPLICATION – A REQUEST TO APPROVE 

AN APPLICATION FOR A FERMENTED MALT BEVERAGE (FMB) 

OFF-PREMISES LIQUOR LICENSE FOR THE FRUITA CONSUMERS 

COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION (FRUITA CO-OP) LOCATED AT 1650 

HIGHWAY 6 & 50      

 

BACKGROUND 

 
 
 

The Fruita Consumers Cooperative Association (Fruita Co-Op) has submitted an application 

to be granted a Fermented Malt Beverage (FMB) Off-Premises Liquor License at 1650 

Highway 6 & 50 in Fruita and has requested a concurrent review with the Liquor Enforcement 

Division and paid the appropriate fee to the Colorado Department of Revenue Liquor 

Enforcement Division for the concurrent review. 

  

The following section from the Colorado Liquor Rules outlines the provisions for a concurrent 

review on a liquor license application. 

 

Regulation 47-324. Concurrent Application Review.  

 

A.  A local licensing authority, or a license applicant with local authority approval, can request 

that the state licensing authority conduct a concurrent review of a new license application 

prior to the local licensing authority's final approval of the license application. Local 

licensing authorities who permit a concurrent review will continue to independently 

review the applicant's license application for the purpose of establishing the reasonable 

requirements of the neighborhood, the suitability of the character, record and reputation 

of the applicant and its principals, the fitness of the applicant's premises for occupancy in 

compliance with the provisions of Articles 46 and Article 47 of Title 12 C.R.S., and any 

other provisions required for local authority determination as provided for in these articles.  

 

B.  When conducting a concurrent application review, the state licensing authority will advise 

the local licensing authority of any items that it finds that could result in the denial of the 

license application. Upon correction of the noted discrepancies, the state licensing 

authority will notify the local licensing authority of its conditional approval of the license 

application subject to the final approval by the local licensing authority. The state licensing 



 

authority will then issue the applicant's state liquor license upon receiving evidence of 

final approval by the local licensing authority.  

 

C.  All applications submitted for concurrent review must be accompanied by all applicable 

state license and application fees. Any applications that are later denied or withdrawn will 

allow for a refund of license fees only. All application fees provided by an applicant shall 

be retained by the respective licensing authority.   

 

Background checks were conducted with the Fruita, Palisade and Grand Junction Police 

Departments, as well as The Mesa County Sheriff’s Department and the Colorado Bureau of 

Investigation.  None of these law enforcement agencies found anything of concern that would 

hinder the issuance of the license.  The Preliminary Findings Report, law enforcement 

agencies’ background check results, Needs of the Neighborhood Survey, “Order of Hearing 

Procedures,” Colorado Liquor License Application and diagram are attached hereto. 

 

The following is a list of questions and guidelines to aid the Council in the decision-making 

process to determine if the liquor license should be approved. These guidelines are from 

Colorado State Statutes and the Colorado Liquor Rules. 

 

Colorado Liquor Rules 

Regulation 47-310 Application – General Provisions 

 

E.  When a licensing authority (the City Council in this case) is required to make a 

determination as to the character, record and reputation of the applicants for new licenses, 

the City Council may consider the following factors when assessing the character of the 

applicants, which may include but not be limited to the following: 

  

1. The applicant or licensee has submitted false applications, made willful   

misrepresentations and/or committed fraudulent acts: 

  

2. The application or licensee has a criminal history of crimes of moral turpitude.   

By way of example, crimes of moral turpitude shall include but not be limited to, 

murder, burglary, robbery, arson kidnapping, sexual assault, illegal drugs or 

narcotics convictions; 

  

3. The applicant or licensee has had previous alcohol beverage licenses denied, 

suspended or revoked as a result of violations of law;  

 

4. The applicant or licensee has been found to be delinquent in the payment of any 

state or local taxes, and record of such tax delinquency has been filed in a court 

having jurisdiction, or has been made a public record by some other lawful means;  

 

5. The applicant or licensee has an established pattern of multiple statutory violations 

which resulted in the revocation or denial of any other professional license. 

 



 

6.   The finding of a person who is not of good moral character by any licensing   

authority.  

Pursuant to 44-3-307(1)(a), C.R.S., no license shall be issued to or held by: 

1. Any person until the annual fee therefor has been paid; 

  

2. Any person who is not of good moral character; 

  

3. Any corporation, any of whose officers, directors, or stockholders holding ten 

percent or more of the outstanding and issued capital stock thereof are not of good 

moral character; 

 

4. Any partnership, association, or company, any of whose officers, or any of whose 

members holding ten percent or more interest therein, are not of good moral 

character; 

 

5. Any person employing, assisted by, or financed in whole or in part by any other 

person who is not of good character and reputation satisfactory to the respective 

licensing authorities;  

 

6. Any person unless the person's character, record, and reputation are satisfactory to 

the respective licensing authority; 

 

7. Any natural person under twenty-one years of age. 

ISSUANCE OF A NEW LIQUOR LICENSE  

When acting on the issuance of a new liquor license, in addition to the moral character of the 

applicants, the City Council shall consider following issues when deciding whether or not to 

issue a license: 

1. The reasonable requirements of the neighborhood; 

 

2. The desire of the adult inhabitants as evidenced by petitions, remonstrance’s or 

otherwise; 

 

3. All other reasonable restrictions that are or may be placed upon the 

neighborhood by the local licensing authority. (City Council) 

 

FISCAL IMPACT 
 
 

 

Unknown 

 

APPLICABILITY TO CITY GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 
 

 



 

 The City of Fruita is charged with protection of the public health, safety and welfare. The 

consideration of the issuance of a new Fermented Malt Beverage (FMB) Off-Premises Liquor 

License by the City Council ensures that the proposed establishment is desired in the 

neighborhood and the applicant is of good moral character. 

 
 
OPTIONS AVAILABLE TO THE COUNCIL 

 
 
 

 
1. Approve the Fermented Malt Beverage (FMB) Off-Premises Liquor License for 

the Fruita Consumers Cooperative Association (Fruita Co-Op) located at 1650 

Highway 6 & 50 as proposed.  

 

2. Approve Fermented Malt Beverage (FMB) Off-Premises Liquor License for the 

Fruita Consumers Cooperative Association (Fruita Co-Op) located at 1650 

Highway 6 & 50 with additional requirements. 

 

3. Deny the issuance based on the requirements of the needs of the neighborhood and 

the desires of its adult inhabitants and/or the character of the applicant. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

                                 

It is the recommendation of the staff that Council, by motion: 

 

• APPROVE THE APPLICATION FOR A FERMENTED MALT 

BEVERAGE (FMB) OFF-PREMISES LIQUOR LICENSE TO THE 

FRUITA CONSUMERS COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION (FRUITA CO-

OP) LOCATED AT 1650 HIGHWAY 6 & 50 

 

 

















































 

  

AGENDA ITEM COVER SHEET 

 
 
TO: 

 
FRUITA CITY COUNCIL AND MAYOR 

 
FROM: 

 
DEBRA WOODS, DEPUTY CITY CLERK 

 
DATE: 

 
JUNE 1, 2021  

 
RE: 

 

 

 
SPECIAL EVENT LIQUOR PERMIT APPLICATION - APPROVING A 

SPECIAL EVENT LIQUOR PERMIT APPLICATION FOR THE FRUITA 

ROTARY CLUB SERVE BEER AT THE PARTNERS OF MESA COUNTY 

CORNHOLE TOURNAMENT FUNDRAISER IN CIVIC CENTER 

MEMORIAL PARK LOCATED AT 325 E. ASPEN AVENUE ON 

SATURDAY, JUNE 12, 2021 FROM 2:30 TO 8:30 PM  

 

BACKGROUND 
 
 

 

The Fruita Rotary Club has filed an application for a Special Events Liquor Permit to serve 

beer during the Partners of Mesa County Cornhole Tournament fundraiser on Saturday, June 

12, 2021 from 2:30 to 8:30 p.m. in Civic Center Memorial Park located at 325 E. Aspen 

Avenue. 

 

State law allows local chambers to apply for a special events liquor permit, and the Fruita 

City Council adopted Resolution 2011-32, which authorizes the Local Licensing Authority 

to issue Special Events Permits to qualifying organizations and political candidates without 

sending the application to the State Authority for approval.  

 

The City of Fruita requires that the applicant submit a narrative addressing specific issues 

related to the special events permit. The Police Department has reviewed the application and 

has no concerns or additional requirements for the event.  The application, narrative, 

diagram, and Fruita Police Department comments are attached.  

 

The diagram of the licensed premises submitted with the application controls the area in 

which alcohol may be sold or consumed and should be strictly adhered to.   

 

FISCAL IMPACT 
 
 

 
None 

 

APPLICABILITY TO CITY GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 
 
 

 
None 

 



 

OPTIONS AVAILABLE TO THE COUNCIL 
 
 

 
1.  Approval of the special events permit for the Partners of Mesa County Cornhole 

Tournament fundraiser  

 

2.  Denial of the special events permit  

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

IT IS THE RECOMMENDATION OF STAFF THAT THE COUNCIL BY MOTION:  

 

APPROVE THE APPLICATION FOR A SPECIAL EVENTS PERMIT FOR THE 

FRUITA ROTARY CLUB TO SERVE BEER AT THE PARTNERS OF MESA 

COUNTY CORNHOLE TOURNAMENT FUNDRAISER IN CIVIC CENTER 

MEMORIAL PARK LOCATED AT 325 E. ASPEN AVE. ON SATURDAY, JUNE 12, 

2021 FROM 2:30 TO 8:30 PM  

 

SUBJECT TO THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONS: 

 

1. ROTARIANS WILL MONITOR THE ENTRANCES, EXITS AND 

PERIMETERS OF THE LICENSED AREAS TO ENSURE THAT NO 

ALCOHOL IS BROUGHT INTO OR OUT OF THE LICENSED AREAS. 

 

2. ALL OTHER PROCEDURES PRESENTED BY THE FRUITA ROTARY CLUB 

WILL BE FOLLOWED. 

                                 

3. THE FRUITA ROTARY CLUB WILL BE SOLELY RESPONSIBLE FOR THE 

ENFORCEMENT OF LIQUOR LAWS. 

 















 

 

 

  

 AGENDA ITEM COVER SHEET 

 
 
TO: 

 
FRUITA CITY COUNCIL AND MAYOR 

 
FROM: 

 
MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

 
DATE: 

 
JUNE 1, 2021 

 
RE: 

 
DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO RESCHEDULE THE 

AUGUST 24, 2021 CITY COUNCIL WORKSHOP TO AUGUST 31, 2021 

 

BACKGROUND 

 

The Mesa County Commissioners have set up several Town Hall meetings in the Grand Valley 

this summer and requested to schedule the City of Fruita’s Town Hall event for August 24, 2021. 

It will be held in the Council Chambers at the Fruita Civic Center at 325 E. Aspen Ave., 2nd Floor.  

 

Since August 24, 2021 is the date for the Council’s usual monthly workshop session, and since 

there are five Tuesdays in August, staff is proposing that the Council reschedule the August 

Workshop meeting from August 24th to August 31st at 6:30 so that the Mayor and City Council 

members may attend the Mesa County Commissioners’ Town Hall in Fruita on August 24, 2021.  

 

FISCAL IMPACT 

 

None.  

 

APPLICABILITY TO CITY GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 

 

Not applicable.  

 

OPTIONS AVAILABLE TO COUNCIL  

 

• Reschedule the City Council August 24, 2021 workshop to August 31, 2021 

• Take no action and maintain the August 24th date for the August City Council workshop. 

     
RECOMMENDATION 

 

It is the recommendation of staff that the Council by motion: 

 

• RESCHEDULE THE AUGUST 24, 2021 CITY COUNCIL WORKSHOP TO 

AUGUST 31, 2021 AT 6:30 PM 
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